
“The Folly and Vanity of Materialism” 
Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 

Pastor Jim Sole                                                          May 1, 2016 

A.  The delusion of wealth and materialism 

   1.  The deception of more is better and satisfying 

      Eccl. 5:10-11a, Luke 12:13-21 

 

 

   2.  The deception of being controlled by money and things 

      Eccl. 5:10, 1 Timothy 6:10, 2 Corinthians 5:14 

 

 

   3.  The deception life will be easier by having more 

      Eccl. 5:12, Psalm 127:2 

 

 

 

B.  The destructiveness of selfish gain   

   1.  The greatest grief in life is selfishness 

      Eccl. 5:13-14, Acts 20:35, 2 Cor. 8:1-5 

 

 

   2.  The greatest tragedy in life is investing in this life 

      Eccl. 5:15-17, Matthew 6:19-24 

 

 

 

C.  The delight in material contentment 

   1.  Contentment comes from submitting to God’s sovereignty 

      Eccl. 5:18-19, Job 1:20-22 

 

 

   2.  Contentment comes from a praying life to know the Lord 

      Phil. 4:4-7 

 

 

   3.  Contentment comes from being thankful in all things 

      Phil. 4:4-7 
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