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Bill Clinton

Bill Clinton Congratulates
Eva Longoria for Graduat-
ing! http://eonli.ne/ZIRIWO

Vanessa
Hudgens

Vanessa Hudgens Dons
Pink Wig & Polar Bear
Hat for Electric Run—
Watch Now! http://eonli.
ne/lal44gx

mariska
Hargitay

Mariska Hargitay Confirms

Her Return to Law & Order:
SVU http://eonli.ne/ZltnQe

Prince William

Cute Overload: Prince Wil-

liam received a little soccer

ball for his future footballer!
http://eonli.ne/19aKcyX

Stacy Keibler

Stacy Keibler’s bow-tied
ballgown: gotta have it or
make it stop? http://eonli.
ne/19a0gXm

Chris Brown

Chris Brown Reveals Name
of His New Puppy and
Next Album http://eonli.
ne/lahz3Kp
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Entertainment

TV, BOOMERS AND ASIA: FILM
TRENDS TO WATCI—I POST-CANNES

AFP -- What films will
we be watching in the near
future, and how will we
be watching them?

Here’s a snapshot of
trends that emerged in the
2013 Cannes Film Festi-
val, a weathervane of the
movie industry:

TV, NOT CINEMA

Hollywood’s grip on
big movies is being bro-
ken by TV, to which big-
time directors, actors and
money are migrating.

Dark, offbeat critical
and commercial success-
es like “The Wire”, “Mad
Men”, “The Sopranos” and
“Game of Thrones” show
what happens when bold
programming and video-
on-demand (VOD) come
together.

At Cannes, there was
no greater symbol of the
change than “Behind the
Candelabra”, a biopic that
has Michael Douglas as
the flouncing entertainer
Liberace.

“Too gay” for Holly-
wood, the movie was fi-
nanced by HBO - which
means it cannot even be
considered for an Oscar if
it premieres to the public
on television.

“TV is really taking con-
trol of a conversation that
used to be the exclusive
domain of movies,” said
director Steven Soderbergh.
“(...) I'think it’s a second
golden age of TV that’s
happening in the States
now.”

GREY IS GOLD

Expect more and more
films that cater to ageing
Baby Boomers, the biggest
and wealthiest population
bulge in history.

Robert Redford made
a screen comeback with
“All 1s Lost”, about a re-

Michael Douglas as Liberace

Research

tired-but-virile yachtsman
caught in a storm.
Senior-friendly projects
that were announced or
touted at Cannes include
“Life Itself”, a marriage
comedy starring Morgan
Freeman, 75, and Diane
Keaton, 67; “And So It
Goes”, with Douglas, 68,
who is introduced to the
granddaughter he never
knew he had; and “Look
of Love”, where Annette
Bening, 55, falls for a man
(Ed Harris, 62), who hap-
pens to look like her dead
husband. “You really need
elements that appeal to the
older audiences,” The Hol-
lywood Reporter quoted
Mimi Steinbauer, an exec-
utive with Radiant Films
International, as saying.
“These actors have fans in
those demographics. That
is very important.”
LOOKING TO ASIA
Asian markets and mon-
ey, as well as Asian con-
tent, are exerting a wid-
ening influence. China is
at the forefront. “China is
coming on strong not just
as a market place for inter-

TR T
:

national motion pictures,
but coming on strong as a
creative force,” Hollywood
legend Steven Spielberg
told a press conference.

Big-budget US-Chi-
nese  co-productions
such as “Kung Fu Pan-
da 3” are sometimes shot
with a Chinese location
and storyline.

In the case of “Iron Man
3”, producers included two
Chinese characters for a
version released only in
China: a character named
Dr. Wu, played by Wang
Xueqi, and a woman close
to him, performed by ac-
tress Fan Bingbing.

Some co-productions are
being voluntarily submit-
ted to Beijing’s censors in
the early stage of the cre-
ative process to avoid re-
jection further down the
line, according to the in-
dustry press.

Asian-made movies can
make it big in Europe and
the United States provid-
ed they move out of a nar-
row cultural range and ad-
dress universal themes,
say some.

“I find film from In-
dia can be sold in Latin
America, in Europe, in
parts of the world we nev-
er thought of before be-
cause human emotion and
drama are the same ev-
erywhere,” said US-based
film producer and distrib-
utor Raaj Rahhi.

DOCUMENTARIES

They are the biggest
growth area of films, driv-
en by interests in content
ranging from social and en-
vironment issues to histo-
ry, sports and music.

“People today want more
than escapism,” said Marti-
jn te Pas, in charge of pro-
gramming at Amsterdam’s
International Documenta-
ry Film Festival.

Driving the trend are
cheap digital technology
for content makers, niche
markets for non-fiction
programming ranging and
the Internet as a form of
distribution.

“If you own a Mac and
a camcorder, you can make
a documentary, basical-
ly,” said Tyler Konney of
Taylor & Dodge, which
is marketing “After Porn
Ends”, about actors who
struggle to resume normal
life after a career in por-
nographic films.

Another push for doc-
umentaries and low-bud-
get fiction is crowd-sourc-
ing, where Internet sites
such as Kickstarter bring
small investors and cre-
ators together.

“Kickstarter is some-
thing that harnesses peo-
ple for a project which has
great ideas but no money,”
said Toby Rose, a Brit-
ish writer seeking 10,000
pounds ($15,100) for a
movie idea, “Fashion Vic-
tim: The Musical”.

NEARLY ONE IN 25 AMERICANS
WILL HAVE A STROKE BY 2030

UPI -- U.S. healthcare
costs to treat stroke are
forecast to more than dou-
ble and the number of peo-
ple having strokes may
increase 20 percent by
2030, researchers say.

A statement, published
in the journal Stroke, cit-
ed the aging U.S. popu-
lation as the main reason
for the projected increase
in stroke.

Dr. Bruce Ovbiagele, a
professor at the Medical
University of South Car-
olina in Charleston, said
almost 4 percent of U.S.
adults -- nearly one in 25
-- will have a stroke.

Ovbiagele said caring
for stroke survivors is ex-
pensive because stroke

can cause long-term dis-
ability. The article also
said:

-- Costs to treat stroke

might increase from $71.55
billionin2010to $183.13
billion in 2030.

-- Annual costs due to

lost productivity could
rise from $33.65 billion
to $56.54 billion.

-- Americans currently
ages 45-64 are expected
to have the highest in-
crease in stroke at 5.1
percent.

-- Stroke prevalence is
projected to increase the
most among Hispanic men
between now and 2030,
and the cost of treating
stroke in Hispanic women
is expected to triple.

“Strokes will absolute-
ly strain the healthcare
system,” Ovbiagele said.
“Ninety percent of stroke
patients have residual dis-
ability and only 10 per-
cent recover completely
after a stroke.”

ALANBAA

Tuesday, 28 May, 2013

S.Korea’s plastic
surgery fad goes
extreme

AFP— South Korea’s obsession with
plastic surgery is moving on from standard
eye and nose jobs to embrace a radical
surgical procedure that requires months
of often painful recovery.

A stream of celebrities boast on TV
shows how it gave them a “new life,”
while advertisements extolling its cos-
metic benefits are everywhere from street
billboards to subway stations, magazines
and popular Internet sites.

But there’s nothing really “cosmetic”
about double-jaw surgery.

Aradical solution to congenital facial
deformities or for people unable to chew
properly due to excessive over or under-
bite, the operation involves realigning the
upper and lower jaws.

One result of the bone-cutting proce-
dure is often a slimmer jawline -- and
that’s what caught the attention of South
Korea’s booming beauty industry.

A small face with a “V-shaped” chin
and jawline is considered a mark of fem-
inine beauty in much of East Asia, along
with a high-bridged nose and big eyes.

“This surgery alters your look far more
dramatically than, say, Botox or a nose
job because it changes your entire facial
bone structure,” said Choi Jin-Young, a
professor in dentistry at Seoul Nation-
al University. “But it’s a very complex,
potentially dangerous surgery ... it’s dis-
turbing to see people with no real dental
flaws daring to go through it just to have
a small, pretty face,” Choi told AFP.

The procedure, which involves gen-
eral anaesthesia and takes months to re-
cover from, carries the risk of various
complications including permanent fa-
cial numbness or even paralysis.

Data from the International Society
of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeons suggests
South Korea has one of the highest per-
capita rates of plastic surgery procedures
in the world.

Cut throat competition among the grow-
ing number of plastic surgeons has driv-
en some to promote more radical proce-
dures that others might not offer.

A number of celebrities, some report-
edly paid by doctors, underwent dou-
ble-jaw surgery and later appeared on
TV talk shows saying it had provided a
“turning point” in their career and per-
sonal lives. There is no official data on
how many double jaw surgeries are per-
formed. One recent study estimated the
annual figure at 5,000, but it did not dif-
ferentiate between cosmetic and medi-
cally prescribed procedures.

Some 52 percent of those who had
taken the surgery suffered sensory prob-
lems such as facial numbness, the study
said.

Seoul’s consumer protection agen-
cy saw the number of registered com-
plaints surge from 29 in 2010 to 89 last
year, though many more cases of post-
operative problems are believed to go
unreported.

“My mouth keeps moving leftward and
the jaw area has gone numb,” wrote one
user of a medical consumer online forum,
showing photos of her skewed mouth.

“I can’t even feel when saliva keeps
dripping out of my mouth,” she said.
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