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Chrissy Teigen

Chrissy Teigen’s fashion
emergency at the White
House Correspondents Din-
ner! Does the Secret Service
do tailoring? http://eonli.ne/
ZQWIKF

Zoe Saldana

Gimme That! Zoe Saldana
and Elle Fanningys Spar-
kling Headband http://eonli.
ne/YtThke

Kerry
Washington

Rocking flawless lip col-

or like Kerry Washington
without breaking the bank?
Um, yes please! http://eonli.
ne/16Cjdg0

Michelle
Obama

Michelle Obama Isnt
«Chic»—and Thatys Ap-
propriate, According to Si-
mon Doonan http://eonli.
ne/10b6I3E

Sandra Bullock

Yeah, this might be the
summer comedy wesre
most looking forward to.
McCarthy + Bullock =
LOL forever. http://eonli.
ne/1065J90

Emma
Roberts

Emma Roberts Talks Boy-
friend Evan Peters, Shows
Off Custom Vans to Benefit
School Arts Programs http://
eonli.ne/10b4mSB

Usher

Usher and Justin Bieber
Sued for $10 Million Over
«Somebody to Love» http://
eonli.ne/10b20TG

‘BEYOND THE LAST WAR

UPI -- Topic A among
geostrategic thinkers is
how to avoid getting
sucked in to another war
while taking on the big-
gest threats to U.S. secu-
rity and prosperity.

It is not rocket sci-
ence. Richard N. Haass,
president of the presti-
gious Council on For-
eign Relations, writes
in his latest book, “For-
eign Policy Begins at
Home,” and “the big-
gest threats to U.S. se-
curity and prosperity
come not from abroad
but from within.”

After the two most
recent bloody conflicts
in Iraq and Afghanistan
over the last decade, and
the expenditure of $2
trillion, Haass argues
“for a new foreign pol-
icy doctrine of Restora-
tion, in which the United
States limits its engage-
ment in foreign wars
and humanitarian in-
terventions and instead
focuses on restoring the
economic foundations
of its power.”

While engaged in un-
popular foreign wars,
opposed by the over-
whelming majority of
Americans, U.S. Pres-
ident George W. Bush
and his planners and
advisers failed to no-
tice we were sapping
the sinews of Ameri-
can power.

Notwithstanding
Haass’s warning against
foreign military entan-
glements, the same vi-
sionaries that gave us
Iraq and Afghanistan
are agitating for action
against the Assad re-
gime in Syria. Presi-
dent Bashar Assad is
using chemical weapons
against his own people.
And this, they say, de-
mands retaliatory action
by the United States.

Robotic bombing by
drones, they suggest. The
only problem with has-

(Reuters) - Boeing Co’s
X-51A Waverider made
history this week when
it achieved the longest
hypersonic flight by a
jet-fuel powered aircraft,
flying for 3-1/2 minutes
at five times the speed of
sound, the U.S. Air Force
said on Friday.

The last of four un-
manned experimental mil-
itary aircraft built by Boe-
ing flew for at a top speed
of Mach 5.1 over the Pa-
cific Ocean on May 1, the
Air Force said. The total
flight covered 230 nauti-
cal miles in just over six
minutes before the hy-
personic cruiser plunged
into the ocean.

The Air Force said it
was the longest of the four
X-51A test flights and
the longest air-breathing
hypersonic flight ever.
The technology opens
the door to future prac-
tical uses for hypersonic
jet-fueled aircraft.

A hypersonic aircraft
developed by NASA
used hydrogen as a fuel
to fly briefly at even
higher speeds in 2004,
but it would take a gi-
ant fuel tank to fly for
longer periods.

A video released by
the Air Force showed the
Waverider dropping down
from under the left wing
of a B-52 bomber at an

BOEING DEMONSTRA’
HYPERSONIC FLIGH"

tening Assad’s downfall
is al-Qaida and its Asso-
ciated Movements. It is
amajor factor in the an-
ti-Assad resistance.

U.S. bombing would
enhance AQAM’s im-
age and credibility --
against the United States
even though fighting
the same enemy.

U.S. President Ba-
rack Obama hesitates
because everything he
has read or heard reeks
of mission creep.

China, meanwhile, has
been building the foun-
dations of a 21 st-century
economy. It has also de-
ployed more than 5 mil-
lion workers in develop-
ing economies, mostly in
what was once the Third
World, to build future
markets for their bur-
geoning industries.

There are even serious
predictions that China’s
gross domestic product
will surpass the United
States’ by 2016 (the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund says) or 2019 (says
The Economist).

If China’s economy is
growing 8 percent a year
and the United States
by less than 3 percent,
some tasseographers --
tea leaf readers -- con-
clude China’s leaders
will soon rule the glob-

al roost.

Haass’s latest tome
argues brilliantly “for a
new foreign policy doc-
trine of Restoration, in
which the United States
limits its engagement
in foreign wars and hu-
manitarian interventions
and instead focuses on
restoring the econom-
ic foundations of its
power.”

The United States,
busy fighting non-es-
sential foreign wars,
barely noticed that its
crumbling infrastruc-
ture, in many areas, is
slip-sliding into nation-
wide obsolescence.

America’s burgeon-
ing deficit and debt,
says Haass, second-
class schools and out-
dated immigration sys-
tem, all say it’s time for
a refit.

Haass rejects any
thought of isolationism
and firmly believes glob-
al leadership is critically
important for the United
States in the 21st century.
But this, he writes, can
only be “anchored” in
restoration on the home
front.

On the defense front,
“Beyond the Last War”
is the title of a major
study by the Center for
Strategic and Interna-

tional Studies on “Bal-
ancing Ground Forces
and Future Challenges
Risk in USCENTCOM
and USPACOM,” ab-
breviations for the Mid-
dle East and the Pacific
theaters.

U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Robert M. Gates
acknowledged as much
when he noted in his
farewell address at West
Point:

“When it comes to
predicting the nature and
location of our net mili-
tary engagements since
Vietnam, our record has
been perfect. We have
never once gotten it right.
From the Mayaguez to
Grenada, Panama, Soma-
lia, the Balkans, Haiti,
Kuwait, Iraq, and more
-- we had no idea a year
before any of these mis-
sions that we would be
so engaged.”

To complete the list
one should add Korea
1950-54 (a draw); Viet-
nam 1959-1975 (a de-
feat); Dominican Repub-
lic 1965 (win); Beirut
1989 (defeat and with-
drawal after 241 U.S.
Marines and 58 French
soldiers killed by ter-
rorist bombs); Grenada
1989 (win three days af-
ter Beirut defeat); Gulf
War 11991 (win); Soma-
lia 1993 (defeat); Hai-
ti 1994 (win); Bosnia
1994-95 (win); Kosovo
1999 (win); Afghanistan
2001 (ongoing); Iraq
2003-11 (lose).

CSIS’ “Beyond the Last
War” says if this century
“is to be another Ameri-
can century ... then this
nation must possess a
land force -- Army. Ma-
rines and Special Forces
— of sufficient capacity
to meet numerous chal-
lenges, as well as oppor-
tunities, an uncertain fu-
ture will present.”

By ARNAUD DE
BORCHGRAVE

'OR BREAKS
- RECORD

altitude of about 50,000
feet and then accelerat-
ing away at great speed,
leaving behind a long va-
por trail.

The cruiser accelerated
to Mach 4.8 in about 26
seconds, powered by a
solid rocket booster. After
separating from the boost-
er, the cruiser’s scramjet
engine lit and accelerat-
ed the vehicle to Mach
5.1 at 60,000 feet.

The vehicle contin-
ued to send back data to
the control station at Ed-
wards Air Force Base in
California until it made a
controlled dive into the

Pacific Ocean.

The first of the four
X-51A vehicles flew in
May 2010, hitting near-
ly Mach 5 for nearly two
and a half minutes.

The nearly wingless
X-51 was made using
mostly standard aerospace
materials such as alumi-
num, steel and titanium,
although some carbon
composites were used
in the fins. For heat pro-
tection, the vehicle used
insulation tiles similar
to those used on board
the NASA Space Shut-
tle orbiters.

The Air Force said the

four X-51As were built
to demonstrate the new
technology, not as a pro-
totype for a new weap-
on system. The program
is aimed at paving the
way to future hyperson-
ic weapons, hypersonic
intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance, and
future access to space,
it said.

Since scramjets are able
to burn atmospheric ox-
ygen, they can be made
lighter than conventional
rockets, which may allow
satellites to be launched
into orbit more efficient-
ly and cheaply.

A brawl on
Everest

AFP — A brawl on Mount Everest
last weekend that shocked the moun-
taineering community stems from ten-
sion between elite climbers and growing
commercial expeditions on the world’s
highest peak, experts say.

Italy’s Simone Moro and Ueli Steck
of Switzerland, two of the world’s top
mountaineers, accompanied by top Brit-
ish alpine photographer Jonathan Griffith,
were involved in a fight with a group of
Nepalese Sherpas on Saturday.

While there are many views on who
was to blame, all agree the spark was a
decision by the Europeans to climb the
Lhotse Face, a steep ice wall, while the
Nepalese guides were rigging up ropes
for their commercial clients.

Last year, hundreds of commercial
climbers were famously photographed
as they queued to reach the summit, il-
lustrating the huge number of people
who flock to the 8,848-metre (29,029
ft) peak each year. Expecting similar
crowds this season, the Expedition Oper-
ators’ Association of Nepal recommend-
ed before the start of the 2013 summit
season that Sherpas be sent to fix two
sets of ropes -- one for ascent and one
for descent.

“This year the tensions occurred while
the Sherpas were beginning to imple-
ment that plan,” Mohan Krishna Sapko-
ta, a spokesman in the Tourism Ministry,
told AFP. The spat comes as mountain-
eers mark the 60th anniversary of the
first Everest summit on May 29, 1953,
by Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Nor-
gay. About 10,000 people have attempt-
ed to climb the ultimate peak, almost
4,000 successfully. Freddie Wilkinson,
a US mountaineer and Everest veteran,
told AFP that the disagreement highlight-
ed rising friction caused by the compet-
ing interests of elite climbers and com-

India plans to
relax Bollywood
censorship

AFP— India’s all-powerful censor
board is planning a lighter approach
to Bollywood after decades chopping
tens of thousands of film scenes, from
onscreen kisses to violent endings.

Set up by British rulers in the 1920s
to block US movies with anti-colonial
sentiment, the board went on to cut In-
dian films as much for their suppos-
edly racy content as for their political
overtones.

But as the country rapidly moder-
nises, the government must walk the
tightrope of catering to a more lib-
eral, youthful India without anger-
ing still deeply conservative strands
of society.

“The rules are old. We have to write
them with a modern and honest outlook.
The Indian value system has changed
hence censor rules must change,” ad-
mitted R. Singh, joint secretary of the
film department in New Delhi.

The government attempted to show
its more open-minded approach at the
recent “Cut-Uncut” festival in the capital,
which screened originally censored film
clips for the first time as part of Indian
cinema’s centenary celebrations.

Censors admit that regulating con-
tent is becoming an unwieldy job in a
country of 1.2 billion, which has wit-
nessed an explosion in its television
and media industry along with grow-
ing Internet access.

In the last two decades, the country
went from having two just state-run
channels to nearly 400 private ones,
and filmmakers are increasingly keen
to get their work on the small screen
to generate more revenue.

The censors’ dilemma reflects a larg-
er debate about freedom of expression
in India, which is proud of its status as
the world’s largest democracy but can
also be quick to enact bans for fear of
provoking agitation.
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