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Tom Cruise

Tom Cruise Smashes
Raw Eggs on His Head
With Jimmy Fallon—
Watch Now! http://eonli.
ne/14pD3eB

Aubrey
Plaza

Did Aubrey Plaza Pull a
Kanye? Parks and Recre-
ation Star Crashes Will Fer-
rell’s Acceptance Speech
http://eonli.ne/140K3II

Brad Pitt

2013 MTV Movie Awards:
Brad Pitt’s Face, Seth Ro-
gen’s Bush and More Best
& Worst Moments From
the Show http://eonli.
ne/140EVnY

Teen Wolf

Teen Wolf Season 3 First
Look: This New Pro-

mo “Might Hurt”—
Watch Now! http://eonli.
ne/140uShG

Jessica
Simpson

Pregnant Jessica Simp-

son Celebrates Baby Show-
er in Bel-Air http://eonli.
ne/14oghUo

Kevin Hart

Kevin Hart Arrested for Al-
leged DUI, Tweets “This

Is a Wake Up Call for Me”
http://eonli.ne/112Td91

Tia Mowry

Tia Mowry and Hub-

by Cory Hardrict Renew
Their Vows! http://eonli.
ne/14nMSd6

CARD |

UPI -- With the beat of
war drums becoming a
daily ritual in North Ko-
rea and as analysts strug-
gle to assess what makes
the natives restless, three
points are worth con-
sidering -- especially
since the White House
ignores the third.

First, Pyongyang
WILL NOT initiate a
nuclear attack against
South Korea or the Unit-
ed States.

Despite North Ko-
rea’s seemingly unrea-
sonable and irrational
threats, Pyongyang’s
leadership knows ex-
actly what it is doing.
Thus, as unreasonable
as it appears to outside
observers, its leadership
has always focused on
one primary objective
-- preserving its own
survival. A Kim dynas-
ty, enduring for as long
as the country has ex-
isted, truly understands
this, even one led to-
day by boy king Kim
Jung Un.

In the weeks and
months ahead, the
North’s chest-pound-
ing rhetoric will continue
with various threatening
military feints conducted
-- such as recently re-
locating two intermedi-
ate-range missiles to its
east coast.

But no nuclear attack
will occur as Kim knows
it would trigger a devas-
tating U.S. response.

The danger, howev-
er, since the North has
severed all communica-
tions with South Korea,
is a threatening action
by Pyongyang could be
misread by Seoul as a
last pre-emptive oppor-
tunity to halt an attack
or could easily turn vio-
lent due to an overzeal-
ous military unit com-
mander on either side
of the DMZ.

Second, beating the
war drum serves Kim
well.

As in most dictator-
ships, domestic condi-
tions often make life un-
bearable for the people.
Dictators become con-
cerned conditions might
eventually instill in their
people the courage to
act, overriding the fear
dictators have instilled
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in them not to.

The Arab Spring has
weighed heavy on Kim’s
mind, especially in view
of his false promises to
improve the economy
after coming to power
over a year ago. The Kim
family’s generational
abuse of their people
includes imprisonment,
torture, famine and hu-
man indignity.

Its leadership has giv-
en birth to a generation of
North Korean “hobbits”
-- standing far smaller
than their brothers to
the south. People are
prosecuted for ridicu-
lous “crimes” such as
failing to dust off Kim
photographs; children
are taught loyalty to the
Kims trumps loyalty to
one’s family.

For young Kim, this
environment calls for
redirecting his people’s
focus to a non-existent
outside threat. His seem-
ingly fearless demeanor
to fight that enemy also
instills fear among his
people who recognize
-- absent an external en-
emy -- an even great-
er ruthlessness could
await them.

Third, Kim is merely
a puppet being manipu-
lated by a master pup-
peteer in Tehran.

Over the last several
years, Pyongyang and
Tehran have developed a
close relationship, evolv-
ing as Iran has sought
to use North Korea as
its own nuclear arms re-
search lab. While Irani-
ans have been more lim-
ited in tests they could

perform, they have ben-
efitted from the North
Koreans who, also oper-
ating under U.N. sanc-
tions, have defied sim-
ilar restraints.

Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad’s eight years in of-
fice have only strength-
ened a relationship into
which a small window
was opened to interna-
tional view in 2007. That
year, the Israelis, upon
determining a nuclear
facility was secretly be-
ing built by the North
Koreans in Syria and
funded by the Iranians,
destroyed it in a daring
air attack. Denying it
was a nuclear facility,
Syria remained unusu-
ally quiet about the raid,
subsequently denying
international inspectors
adequate access to re-
fute Israel’s claim.

Pyongyang has prof-
ited financially from the
nuclear arms technology
it has shared with Iran
-- perhaps even benefit-
ting from Iranian scien-
tists’ input -- as it has
embarked upon refining
its development.

There is another card
being played in Iran’s
nuclear arms develop-
ment poker game with
the West. If one exam-
ines Tehran’s actions
over the last decade as
it pursued a nuclear pro-
gram, a common thread
exists: Every time the
West sought to put the fo-
cus on Tehran’s program,
Iran -- either directly or
via a proxy -- sought
to shift it elsewhere by

'H KOREAN

creating an internation-
al incident.

Whether it was seiz-
ing British sailors patrol-
ling international waters
or American hikers near
their border or instruct-
ing Hezbollah or Hamas
to do their dirty work
against Israel, Iran has
proven to be an effec-
tive master at diverting
attention from its own
program either direct-
ly, by its own actions,
or indirectly, by using
puppets.

What better way to
do so now, as Tehran
senses it is in the final
stretch, by focusing U.S.
attention on a seeming-
ly crazed Kim? And,
based on U.S. reluctance
in the past to respond
to Pyongyang’s actual
acts of aggression, even
young Kim recognizes
he has little to fear by
throwing a temper tan-
trum threatening a nu-
clear strike.

It is, therefore, no sur-
prise the most recent round
of nuclear talks with Iran
accomplished nothing as
Tehran simultaneously is-
sued a statement support-
ing Pyongyang, warning
the United States “will
suffer great losses if a
war breaks out” in the
region.

Also, to further dis-
tract the United States
and raise concerns over
simultaneously confront-
ing several internation-
al “fronts” in addition
to Iran, Tehran plays
its Syria card. It will
devote what assets it
can to keep President
Bashar Assad in office
regardless of the mount-
ing death toll. And As-
sad will stay as long as
possible as the Iranians
undoubtedly guaranteed
him safe passage to do
so. But again, it forces
the United States to re-
flect on yet another fire
in need of being extin-
guished as the Iranian
threat looms ahead.

With the cards it is
playing, Iran believes
it holds the upper hand
and ultimately will win
this high stakes nuclear
poker game.

By JAMES
ZUMWALT

KOREAN RAPPER PSY'S “GENTLE-
MAN" CLIMBS YOUTUBE HEIGHTS

Reuters -- South Ko-
rean rapper Psy’s new
video, “Gentleman”,
rocketed up the You-
Tube heights with more
than 82 million views
on Tuesday, chasing the
success of his megahit
“Gangnam Style” after
smashing the previous
record for first-day views
for songs.

“Gangnam Style”,
which holds the You-
Tube record for most
views ever with more
than 1.5 billion, made
the corpulent Korean a
global star and one of
the best-known faces to
come out of the growing
K-pop music scene.

The video to “Gen-
tleman” racked up more
than 20 million hits in
the first 24 hours after
its release on Saturday
night. That easily out-
stripped the 8 million
views for Justin Bieber’s

“Boyfriend” in its first
24 hours.

“51 million views in
40 hours!'My God!!” Psy
tweeted on Monday.

The song was also
climbing music charts
around the world, hitting
8th in Britain and 7th in

Australia, according to
the Apple store’s iTunes
ranking, and holding top
place in most of Scandi-
navia. [t ranked 21st for
songs overall, compared
with 90th place on Sat-
urday before the video
was released.

“He is good. I love
his energy,” one woman
commented on YouTube.
Others said the video was
hilarious and the sunglass-
wearing 35-year-old’s
dancing “smooth.”

Some were less com-
plimentary, with a few
saying the video was ar-
rogant and “too sexu-
al”. It shows Psy playing
tricks on women such as
splashing coftee in their
faces and untying a bi-
kini top.

“Meh. ‘Gangnam
Style’ was better,” one
woman wrote.

“Gangnam Style”
racked up digital sales
of 3.59 million units in
the United States and
Canada last year, accord-
ing to Nielsen SoundScan
and Nielsen BDS, 9th in
the best-selling list. It
was third on Amazon’s
MP3 song bestseller list
for 2012.

Fatigue causes
20 percent of U.S.
auto crashes

UPI -- Fatigue is a cause of 20 per-
cent of U.S. automobile crashes, rather
than the 2 percent or 3 percent previ-
ously estimated, researchers say.

Charlie Klauer of the Virginia Tech
Transportation Institute Center for Vul-
nerable Road User Safety, said previ-
ous studies used surveys, simulator
studies and test tracks, but this study
used automobiles equipped with five
video cameras, radar, accelerometers,
lane-tracking software and an in-vehi-
cle network sensor. The cameras were
mounted unobtrusively in order to fa-
cilitate naturalistic driving behavior,
Klauer said.

The study involved said 100 drivers
who commuted into or out of the North-
ern Virginia/Washington, D.C., metro-
politan area as well as family members
and friends would occasionally drive
the instrumented vehicles.

Researchers viewed more than 110,000
events in order to validate 10,548 events
-- specifically, 82 crashes, 761 near
crashes; 8,295 incidents, such as brak-
ing hard for slowing; and 1,423 non-
conflict events, such as running a stop
light with no traffic present.

“One of the most important results
from the 100-car naturalistic driving
study was the degree to which fatigue
1s a cause of accidents,” Klauer said in
a statement. “A finding that surprised
people is the prevalence of fatigue
during the day. We found significantly
more crashes/near crashes due to fa-
tigue during the day than at night.”

The research team was able to ob-
serve driver behavior just prior to a
crash. In 20 percent of all crashes and
16 percent of all near crashes, the driv-
er was showing fatigue.

“We saw eye-lid closure, head bob-
bing, severe loss of facial muscula-
ture, micro-sleep -- which is when
your eyes drift shut and then pop up,”
Klauer said. “This was not just yawn-
ing. The drivers were asleep.”

Scientists find
Antarctic ice is
melting faster

Reuters -- The summer ice melt in
parts of Antarctica is at its highest lev-
el in 1,000 years, Australian and British
researchers reported on Monday, adding
new evidence of the impact of global
warming on sensitive Antarctic glaciers
and ice shelves.

Researchers from the Australian Na-
tional University and the British Antarctic
Survey found data taken from an ice core
also shows the summer ice melt has been
10 times more intense over the past 50
years compared with 600 years ago.

“It’s definitely evidence that the cli-
mate and the environment is changing in
this part of Antarctica,” lead researcher
Nerilie Abram said.

Abram and her team drilled a 364-me-
tre (400-yard) deep ice core on James
Ross Island, near the northern tip of the
Antarctic Peninsula, to measure histori-
cal temperatures and compare them with
summer ice melt levels in the area.

They found that, while the temper-
atures have gradually increased by 1.6
degrees Celsius (2.9 degrees Fahren-
heit) over 600 years, the rate of ice melt-
ing has been most intense over the past
50 years.

That shows the ice melt can increase
dramatically in climate terms once tem-
peratures hit a tipping point.

“Once your climate is at that level
where it is starting to go above zero de-
grees, the amount of melt that will hap-
pen is very sensitive to any further in-
crease in temperature you may have,”
Abram said. Robert Mulvaney, from the
British Antarctic Survey, said the stron-
ger ice melts are likely responsible for
faster glacier ice loss and some of the
dramatic collapses from the Antarctic
ice shelf over the past 50 years.
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