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Mekhi Phifer Says “I Do” to
Reshelet Barnes! http://eon-
li.ne/13HEu7K

Lindsay
Lohan

Lindsay Lohan’s Brazilian
Party Train Rolls On, Ac-
tress Set to Attend More
Parties in South America
http://eonli.ne/ZP7tBE

Jennie Garth Celebrates
41st Birthday in Mexico!
http://eonli.ne/13HIK0X

Brandi
Glanville

Ouch! Brandi Glanville
Burns Hand, Defends
Leather Outfit Choice http://
eonli.ne/13Hk7al

Angelina
Jolie

Angelina Jolie Wins Copy-
right Lawsuit Over In the
Land of Blood and Honey
http://eonli.ne/ZOBhyh

Justin Bieber

Justin Bieber’s Monkey
Seized by German Customs
Officials http://eonli.ne/
ZO8LwB

Leonardo

DiGapri
Celebg}gupditiongpes:
Leonardo DiCaprio, Robert
Downey Jr. and Keanu Reeves
Before They Were Stars! http://
eonli.ne/13GAi8m

Technology

THE FUTURE OF SEARCH
ONLY COST $30 MILLION

Reuters -- On the sur-
face, Nick D’Aloisio’s
story is the kind tech lives
for, and sometimes re-
grets. It’s the tale of a kid
selling an obscure start-
up for an inflated price,
and then it becomes as
irrelevant as Netscape,
and its buyer’s remorse
is part of the company’s
enduring legacy.

But the story of Sum-
mly, a startup whose app
appeared in the Apple
Store only five months
ago and was purchased on
Monday by Yahoo for a
reported $30 million, isn’t
part of this trite arc.

This isn’t a boilerplate
tale about a youngster
hitting the jackpot, a for-
mer Internet giant trying
to buy a relevance make-
over, or even about an
intriguing programmatic
way to summarize news.
It is about the future of
search.

D’Aloisio’s youth —
he’s 17 —and windfall are
interesting data points,
even if all the work be-
hind the magic algorithm
isn’t the sole product of
this high schooler’s brain.
Like all really good ideas,
Summly’s is simple: Any-
thing can be summarized,
but by having a comput-
er do it, the number of
things you can summa-
rize — and the speed
with which it can be
done — are massively
increased. As an app, it
filtered news stories and
— Presto Chango! —
spit out the CliffsNotes
version, optimized for a
smartphone’s tiny screen
(and our infinitesimal at-
tention span).

If nothing else,
D’ Aloisio put together
a company with serious
backers — the first was
when he was 15, and then
some eyebrow-raising
names like Yoko Ono and
Stephen Fry and Ashton

Nick D’Aloisio

Kutcher followed. These
investors were either cap-
tivated by this young man
or captivated by his idea,
despite him.

Summly got off to a
decent start in downloads,
but it was a free app with-
out an obvious business
model other than charging
publishers to be featured
on the app, or selling ads,
neither of which are ex-
actly a slam-dunk.

And that’s because,
however cool it sounds
to have an automated
way of summarizing
the news, it really isn’t
all that exciting. In de-
fense of my profession,
that’s pretty much what
the first 2-3 paragraphs
are meant to do, no mat-
ter how long we ramble
on. Taking long stories
and making them short-
er because smartphone
screens are small sounds
like the cover story.

The real value in Sum-
mly: Not summarizing
the news. Summarizing
the Internet.

Here’s my wild spec-
ulation: Summarizing
news stories was Sum-
mly’s proof of concept.
It was never meant to
be a consumer item but
was field tested with its

true purpose concealed:
As a potentially game-
changing search engine
layer that could dramat-
ically improve the rele-
vancy and coherence of
results.

View Summly as part
of something, The Se-
mantic Web, just taking
form. The Semantic Web
is one in which we can
“ask” questions any way
we want, and know that
we’ll be understood. We’d
communicate with the
Web the way we com-
municate with each other,
without any special rules
about syntax or grammar
apart from the common
language we share.

Siri, Apple’s celebrat-
ed iPhone personal assis-
tant, is part of this nascent
trend to “humanize” our
relationship with comput-
ers and data— I likened
it to a poor man’s Wat-
son in my tech predic-
tions for this year. Siri’s
a good listener — [ use it
to transcribe all the time
— but it’s not very intelli-
gent even though it works
with some excellent da-
tabases like Wolfram Al-
pha, IMDB and Yelp, and
defers tp Google search
when all else fails.

Techonomy.com’s Kev-

in Haney sees this too:

Summly is to Watson
what a Hot Wheels toy
car is to a real Indy race
car. But still, there’s a
link. The kind of thing
Summly can do on a cell
phone over the network
will get more and more
powerful—more and more
Watson-like. The kind of
thing Watson can do will,
similarly, get packaged
in ever smaller, cheaper,
easier services, until it’s
available on a cell phone
over the network.

Imagine a world where
something like Siri inter-
preted your command,
Summly ran across the
Internet collecting in-
formation, came back
in fractions of a second
and gave you a perfect
reply? No more hits
based on a single word
in the comments. Content
farms could more easi-
ly be weeded out. SEO
as we know it might be
rendered obsolete.

We’d be closer to
the data. The methods
by which we access the
medium wouldn’t mat-
ter nearly as much. It
would be like living on
the bridge of the Star-
ship Enterprise.

What price would you
put on that?

Search is a golden plank
in the Internet platform,
and refinements are always
being made by the big
three — Bing, Yahoo and
especially market-leader
Google, whose “Panda”
algorithm tries to keep up
with the constant need to
refine results.

I’m betting that Sum-
mly itself develops into
a powerful weapon to
help search results stay
relevant. If that hap-
pens, we’ll be laugh-
ing at what a bargain
it really was.

By John C Abell

MOBILE MESSAGING APPS, MAY
BE THREAT TO FACEBOOK

Reuters -- Create person-
al profiles. Build networks
of friends. Share photos,
videos and music.

That might sound pre-
cisely like Facebook, but
hundreds of millions of
tech-savvy young peo-
ple have instead turned
to a wave of smartphone-
based messaging apps that
are now sweeping across
North America, Asia and
Europe.

The hot apps include
Kik and Whatsapp, both
products of North American
startups, as well as Kakao
Inc’s KakaoTalk, NHN
Corp’s LINE and Tencent
Holdings Ltd’s WeChat,
which have blossomed in
Asian markets.

Combining elements of
text messaging and social
networking, the apps pro-
vide a quick-fire way for
smartphone users to trade
everything from brief texts
to flirtatious pictures to
YouTube clips — bypass-
ing both the SMS plans
offered by wireless car-
riers and established so-
cial networks originally
designed as websites.

Facebook Inc, with
1 billion users, remains
by far the world’s most
popular website, and its
stepped-up focus on mo-
bile has made it the most-
used smartphone app as
well. Still, across Silicon
Valley, investors and in-
dustry insiders say there is

a possibility that the mes-
saging apps could threat-
en Facebook’s dominance
over the next few years.
The larger ones are even
starting to emerge as full-
blown “platforms” that can
support third-party appli-
cations such as games.

To be sure, many of
those who are using the
new messaging apps re-
main on Facebook, indi-
cating there is little im-
mediate sign of the giant
social media company los-
ing its lock on the market.
And at a press event this
week, the company will
unveil news relating to
Android, the world’s most
popular smartphone oper-
ating system, which could
include a new version of
Android with deeper inte-
gration of Facebook mes-
saging tools - or possibly
even a Facebook-brand-
ed phone.

But the firms that can

take over the messaging
world should be able to
make some big inroads,
investors say.

“True interactions are
conversational in nature,”
says Rich Miner, a partner
at Google Ventures who
invested in San Francisco-
based MessageMe, a new
entrant in the messaging
market. “More people text
and make phone calls than
get on to social networks.
If one company dominates
the replacement of that
traffic, then by definition
that’s very big.”

Facebook  spokes-
people declined to com-
ment for this article, citing
this Thursday’s planned
announcement.

Facebook’s big chal-
lenge is reeling back us-
ers like Jacob Robin-
son, a 15-year old high
school student in New-
castle upon Tyne in the
U.K., who said the Kik
messaging app “blew up”
among his friends about
six months ago. It has re-
mained the most-used app
on his Android phone be-
cause it is the easiest way
for him to send different
kinds of multimedia for
free, which he estimated
he does about 200 times
a day.

Robinson said he trades
snapshots of his homework
with friends while they
stay up late studying for
their exams — or not.

“We also stay up in bed
with our phone all night,
just on YouTube search-
ing for funny videos, then
you quickly share it with
your friends,” he added.
“It’s easy. You can flip in
and out of Kik.”

Facebook “has really
started to lose its edge
over here,” said Robin-
son, who found his in-
teractions on Facebook
less interesting than his
real-time chats.

Waterloo, Ontario-based
Kik has racked up 40 mil-
lion users since launching
in 2010. Silicon Valley en-
trants in the race include
Whatsapp, funded by Se-
quoia Capital, and Mes-
sageMe, launched earlier
this month by a group of
viral game makers. Mes-
sageMe has received seed-
stage funding from True
Ventures and First Round
Capital, among others, and
claimed 1 million down-
loads in its first week.

Meanwhile, Asian
companies are produc-
ing some of the fastest-
growing apps in histo-
ry. Tencent’s WeChat
boasts 400 million us-
ers - far more than Twit-
ter, by way of compar-
ison - while LINE and
KakaoTalk claim 120
million and 80 million
users, respectively. Both
have laid the ground-
work to expand into the
U.S. market.
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PROMISES,
PROMISES: Tight
Iran Timeline for

Obama

AP -- President Barack Obama
pledged during the 2012 campaign,
and since, that he will not let Iran de-
velop nuclear weapons.

According to his own timeline,
Obama has about a year left to see
if his policy of diplomacy and sanc-
tions can get Iran to slow its enrich-
ment of uranium and assure the world
its nuclear program is peaceful. If the
United States and its partners can-
not succeed, the stage may be set
for an American or Israeli military
intervention.

Resolving the standoff while avoiding
war ranks among the biggest foreign
policy challenges of Obama’s second
term. And time grows short.

The promise:

“When it comes to preventing Iran
from obtaining a nuclear weapon, I
will take no options off the table. ...
That includes all elements of Ameri-
can power: a political effort aimed at
isolating Iran, a diplomatic effort to
sustain our coalition and ensure that
the Iranian program is monitored, an
economic effort that imposes crippling
sanctions and, yes, a military effort to
be prepared for any contingency.” —
Speech to pro-Israel lobbying group
AIPAC, March 4, 2012.

“The United States will do what we
must to prevent Iran from obtaining a

nuclear weapon.” — Speech to Unit-
ed Nations, Sept. 25, 2012.
The prospects:

In his last debate with Republican
candidate Mitt Romney, two weeks
before the election, Obama more ex-
plicitly outlined his red line for Irani-
an nuclear advancement. He drew it
at “breakout capacity,” or when Iran
has acquired the necessary know-
how and enough enriched uranium
to build a bomb.

“We have a sense of when they
would get breakout capacity, which
means that we would not be able to
intervene in time to stop their nucle-
ar program,” Obama said.

Since winning re-election, Obama has
pressed on with his two-track Iran strat-
egy of sanctions and diplomacy.

In Kazakhstan in February, the U.S.
and other world powers presented
Iran with a new offer of eased sanc-
tions for nuclear concessions. But
the memory of countless failed ne-
gotiations with the Iranian govern-
ment has participants and observers
alike skeptical that a breakthrough
can be reached, and almost certain-
ly not until after Iran’s presidential
elections in June.

The president’s recent Mideast trip
has taken some pressure off him for an
immediate resolution. Burying their
previous disagreements, Obama and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu agreed on the timeline re-
maining before Iran could build a
bomb. The Jewish state’s leader also
endorsed Obama’s efforts and toned
down threats of any imminent Israe-
li military action.

Still, Obama doesn’t have much
time if he hopes to avert a military
confrontation.

Sanctions are destroying Iran’s
economy but not its will to enrich
more uranium. U.N. reports have out-
lined worrisome research into possi-
ble warhead delivery systems. And as
Iran gets closer and closer to nucle-
ar weapons capacity, the concern be-
comes ever graver in Israel — which
the Islamic republic has threatened to
wipe off the map — and Iran’s Arab
rivals in the Persian Gulf, such as
Saudi Arabia.

The clarity of U.S. intelligence as-
sessments may prove decisive. Iran’s
nuclear activity remains notoriously
opaque despite years of international
efforts to pry open sites for inspec-
tion. How Obama reacts in the com-
ing months, and possibly years, could
largely depend on the degree of cer-
tainty the U.S. has on whether any
red line has been breached.
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