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@@ BRITISH
®® COUNCIL

PREMIER SKILLS

Football and E are two international languages that are understood all over the world. This Premier
Skills story can help you with both of these world uages.

It doesn’t matter if you're a football fanatic or you know nothing about the beautiful - there will be
something interesting here for you. There are 20 stories in the series - one for each Barclays Premier League

club. Each story has activities written by English teachers to help you learn.

THE ACADEMY OF FOOTBALL

If you look up ‘academy’ in the dictionary, it will say ‘a type of school’. So what do you think an academy
of football is? Is it a school where the students are taught to play football or something else? Tony Carr

from West Ham United is part of the answer.

-,

It's West Ham United

Tony is In charge of West Ham United’s
development system for young players. In fact
the system is so famous that ‘The Academy
of Football’ is displayed on the outside of

- and the Academy of Football has continued
to develop stars to the present day.

What else has the academy achieved?
Many West Ham academy players have gone
on to play for the club in the Premier League
and to play for England in international
competition. Among the best known
recent names are Manchester United’s Rio
Ferdinand and Michael Carrick, Chelsea’s
Frank Lampard and Liverpool's Joe Cole
Although they no longer play for West Ham,
the success of the academy IS clear from its
ability to produce players who can establish
themselves at international level,

What do you think?

There are many factors
football to became a successiul professonal footballer
alent; am
of his family: the distance from his house 1o the nearest

football clud; and the school he attends.

which do you think are the most mportam?

Emall us and let us know: premierskilisédbrtishcouncd.org

that help a youngster who likes

uck; dedication and practice: the support

Since then the club has had eight
managers and he has overseen the
development of many, many talented
players for their teams. Tony s very modest
in interviews though:

‘| wouldnt like to take the credit that West

ovie @
Look at these two sentences from the text:

The academy has been part of the clud for more

than 40 years

(The academy| has continued 1o develop stars to the
presemt day

Both semences use the present perfect tense. Can you find
other examples of the present perfect in the text and
underline them?

cns ot the et oo werve o I ERGAEA— <
produced half the England team. We've got a

Do you know why the present perfect tense Is used
in the text?

1 There is a strong connection between the past (then)
and the presant (now). For example

fantastic tradition and I'm just lucky enough
to have been in it this long to carry on that
tradition, which s what our club s all about.

Win an iPad Mini

He started working for the academy in 1973 (then)
He still works for the acagemy (now)

He has worked for the acagemy since 1973

And many of their stars are English too
During the 2007-08 season, West Ham had
an average of 6,61 English players in the first
team, higher than any other Premier League
chub. It has developed a lot of young English
talent and recently a number of likely future
stars have emerged from the academy

One man has achieved most of this

Read the above article &
answer 2 guestions to
enter the
British Council - Al Ral
competition by
logging onto:

www.britishcouncil.org/me-kuwait

Many people consider that much of the
success of the academy is due to Tony Carr.
Amazingly. he has worked with the academy

SIOARID DU JO UALCOIIAD M USISIN0 sy Yy : 3

West Ham's stadium - Upton Park in London.
The academy has been a part of the club for
more than 40 years, It is directly responsible
for producing some of the greatest English
players, including Bobby Moore, captain of
the England World Cup winning side of 1966

since 1973, He was a West Ham youth player
himself, joining in 1966 as a trainee striker
Unfortunately, he stopped playing because
of injury early in his career and, in 1973, he
started working with the West Ham youth
team
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2 We often use the present perfect with for and since 1o
shaow the duration of an activity that still continues
For example
Now it 8 10 o'clock, | arrived at 9 o'Clock
| have been here for an hour (four + perod of time)
of

| have been here since 9 o'cddock (Since « tme)

Look at the text again. Do you understand why the writer
used the present perfect tense?

Find out more

Use the imernet to find out more about West Ham United's
Academy of Football. Where are young players’ talents

geveloped In your country?
Search terms (se
West Ham United Academy of Football
Tony Carr West Ham

ootball youth development [your countryl

sarch m English)
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