
PIONEER VALLEY BOOKS • 2012 • PIONEERVALLEYBOOKS.COM
This page may be downloaded and printed for educational and non-commercial use only.

TEACHING VOCABULARY STRATEGIES 
DURING GUIDED READING

™ Literacy Wings

As students read they will encounter new words in the text. Discuss strategies for 
figuring out new words with students. Hand out the cards to students to use as 
reminders while reading.

1  Reread and look for clues in the text. As students read, ask them to show you 
the clues in the sentence that tell them what the word means.

2  Check the picture/illustration or visualize the sentence. Often the picture 
provides information to support the text. Model how to stop and search the 
image for help when trying to understand something in the text.

3  Use a known part. Many multi-syllable words contain a part of a word the 
students know. Have students look for parts in the word that can help them 
figure out the new word.

4  Make a connection to words that are similar. Ask students to think about 
words they know that are similar to the new word.

5  Use text features such as, the glossary or footnotes. Encourage students to 
turn to the glossary as they read if they do not know the meaning of a word. 



VOCABULARY STRATEGY CARDS

1.  Reread and look for clues.

2.  Check the picture or visualize the 
sentence.

3.  Use a known part. For example; 
Superior or Magician.

4.  Make a connection to other words you 
know; swept-sweep.

5.  Use the glossary (or other text features).
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