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LITERACY LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES

• Use known words and parts of words to problem solve new words

• Read fluently with phrasing and expression

• Understand story structure (traditional literature)

WHAT YOU WILL NEED
Magnetic Letters to make pretending, 
exceedingly, magnificent

New Book: The Emperor’s New Clothes

INTRODUCE THE BOOK: The Emperor’s New Clothes
Before students begin to read, prepare them for a successful first reading of the story. Familiarize them with the plot, important concepts, new words, and language structures 
in the book. The students will be reading the story over a two-day period. Begin by providing a brief synopsis of the book, saying, for example, “Two swindlers tell the 
emperor that they can make cloth that is invisible to anyone who is unfit for their office. Only honest and clever people can see the cloth. Let’s see what happens.” Distribute 
one copy of the book to each student. YOU MIGHT SAY:

1 “Look quickly at all the pictures and think about what is happening in the story.”

2  “The emperor’s only ambition is to be well dressed. Ambition means desire or wish for something. You might have the ambition to be a baseball star or a 
famous singer. The emperor’s desire or ambition is to be dressed in beautiful clothing. Turn to someone next to you and explain how this ambition might 
get the emperor into some trouble.”

3 “What did the emperor give to the weavers?”

4 “How do you think everyone felt when they saw the emperor without any clothes? Why?” 

READ THE STORY
After you introduce the book, have the students begin to read. Ask the students to place a sticky note on pages in the story where they learn something about the character 
of the emperor. Encourage your students to read the story silently or in soft voices. Rotate and ask individual students to read in a slightly louder voice so you can hear. 
Listen to students’ reading and prompt for and/or praise strategic processing. See the Prompting Guide for good reading behaviors to observe and support. Use the Reading 
Observation Form to note any words students are struggling with and to note strategic processing. Have the students stop reading 20 minutes into the lesson and have them 
mark the page with a bookmark.



DISCUSS THE STORY
Ask the students to find one of the pages in the book they marked with a sticky note and turn to a partner to discuss what they learned about the emperor. Ask them what 
kind of character the emperor is and what words would they use to describe him. Next, start a brief conversation about the story. Stay away from questions that can be 
answered with “yes” or “no.” YOU MIGHT ASK:

• “Why do you think the emperor wanted the special cloth?” 
• “Why did the emperor send his oldest and most honest advisor to look at the cloth?” 

Next, ask the students to open their Reader Response Journals and, for one “mad minute,” write about why the Emperor wanted new clothes.

MAKING AND BREAKING WORDS: pretending, exceedingly, magnificent 
This lesson is designed to teach students that large words can be broken into smaller pieces. Prepare the lesson by having the magnetic letters for pretending on a magnetic 
dry erase easel.

1  Say, “You can break this word into smaller parts that you already know.” Demonstrate by breaking pretending into parts (pre-tend-ing). Put the word back 
together with the beginning part first, saying each part as you go.

2  Have your students try breaking the word exceedingly. Write the word exceedingly on an easel. Ask the students to find the letters on their letter tray and 
make the word exceedingly.

3  Ask the students to slide the word apart and then put the word back together, saying each part as they go.

4  If time allows, repeat with the word magnificent.

FAMILIAR READING
If time allows, select a page or two from The Emperors New Clothes and read it aloud together. As the group is reading, ask, “Are 
we sounding good?” Discuss how to use the following punctuation: stopping at periods, making it sound like conversation 
at quotation marks, and raising their inflection at question marks.

The Emperor’s New Clothes

               ENGLISH
     LANGUAGE
            LEARNERS 
English language learners might need more 
practice with language structure and new 
vocabulary words. When reviewing language 
structure, have your students repeat difficult 
phrases after you say them; for example, 
word of the magnificent cloth spread (p. 12). 
Take time to review any words that may be 
unfamiliar, such as swindler and advisor. 
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LITERACY LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES

• Use known words and parts of words to problem solve new words

• Read fluently with phrasing and expression

• Understand story structure (traditional literature)

• Use known words and parts of words to problem solve new words

WHAT YOU WILL NEED
Magnetic Letters to make the 
words active, attentive, detective
Dry Erase Lapboards, 
Markers, and Erasers
New Book: The Emperor’s New Clothes 
(continued)

READ THE STORY: The Emperor’s New Clothes (continued)
Ask students to reread what they wrote in their Reader Response Journals the day before and have them share with each other what they have written. Encourage your 
students to read the story silently or in soft voices. Ask the students to place a sticky note on pages in the story that have language that is often used in traditional folk and 
fairy tales (for example, once upon a time). Rotate and ask individual students to read in a slightly louder voice so you can hear. Listen to students’ reading and prompt for 
and/or praise strategic processing. See the Prompting Guide for good reading behaviors to observe and support. Use the Reading Observation Form to note any words 
students are struggling with and to note strategic processing. Have the students stop reading 12 minutes into the lesson. If students finish reading the book before the 
allotted time, ask them to reread the story. If they have not completed reading the book, ask them to complete it after the lesson on their own.

DISCUSS THE STORY
Start a conversation about the story. Stay away from questions that can be answered with “yes” or “no.” YOU MIGHT ASK:

• “What did you learn about the emperor? What is he like at the beginning of the story? At the end?”
• “What would you have done if you were one of the emperor’s advisors?” 
• “Is there any kind of moral or lesson you learn from this story? What is it?” 
• “What is the language used that helps you know it is a traditional folk or fairy tale?” 

Next, ask students to open their Reader Response Journals and, for one “mad minute,” write something about the message of the story.



MAKING AND BREAKING WORDS: active, attentive, detective
This lesson is designed to teach students that different words can have similar endings. Prepare for this lesson by making the following words with magnetic letters: active, 
attentive, and detective.

1 Say, “Listen carefully to these words: active, attentive, detective. What part sounds the same?” If the students can’t identify ive, then say it aloud for them. 

2  Using magnetic letters, place the word act on the magnetic dry erase easel. Ask a student to read the word aloud. You may want to tell the students the suffix 
ive usually is added to the end of a root word to mean cause to be.

3 Ask a student to slide the letters act to the left. Next, have the student slide the letters –ive to the left to form the word active again.

4 Repeat Steps 2 and 3 with the words attentive and detective. 

5  Ask the students to think of other words they know with endings that sound and look like these three words. Use Steps 2 and 3 to build new and suggested 
words on the easel.

6  If time allows make a chart and discuss the root or connection for each of these words. This will help 
students make connections and discover the meaning of unfamiliar words.

FAMILIAR READING
If time allows, select a page or two from The Emperor’s New Clothes and read it aloud together. As the group is reading, ask, “Are we sounding good?” 
Discuss how to use the following punctuation: stopping at periods, making it sound like conversation at quotation marks, and raising their 
inflection at question marks.

The Emperor’s New Clothes

Word Root/Connection

active action

attentive attend

detective detect

               ENGLISH
     LANGUAGE
            LEARNERS 
English language learners might need more 
practice with new vocabulary words. Look 
through the book carefully and discuss 
vocabulary that might be unfamiliar. Have 
your ELL students repeat these words 
and discuss their meaning with you, for 
example, magnificent. 


