
LITERACY LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES

• Self-monitor with one-to-one matching

• Use pictures to predict what would make sense

• Locate new and partially known words 

• Increase students’ ability to identify letters quickly and easily

WHAT YOU WILL NEED
Magnetic Letters
• Multiples of w, p, s, v, W 
• Letters to make the

Books
• ABC BookBuilder™ Letter w book
• ABC BookBuilder™ ABC book for each student
•  Familiar Reading Books: Mom Goes Shopping, Recess, Mom Likes Hats
• New Book: We Like Hats 
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FAMILIAR READING
Read Mom Goes Shopping, Recess, and Mom Likes Hats aloud together. As the group is reading, ask, “Are we sounding good?” While you reach page 16 of Mom Likes Hats, 
use intonation and phrasing to model how a reader would emphasize the words, “Mom loves the flowered hat.”

LETTER LEARNING: w
Fast recognition of letters allows readers to make quicker decisions about words.  It is important for students to attend to familiar letter features until each letter can rapidly 
be distinguished from all other similar letters.  In today’s lesson you will be working with the lowercase letter w.

1  Review the letter v that you taught in a previous lesson. Have the students write the letter v several times on their dry erase lapboards. Together, read all the 
pages in the students’ ABC books. 

2  Demonstrate how to write the letter w. Use the magnetic dry erase easel for your demonstration. Say, “Make a slant down and then a slant up, and then 
slant down and slant up again.” Gesture down and up to match your verbal instructions.

3  Have all students make the letter w in the air. Next, have them draw the letter w on the table with their fingers. Then ask them to draw the letter w on their 
dry erase lapboards. Repeat the verbal instructions each time, and gesture down and up to match your verbal instructions.

4  Using magnetic letters, place several copies of the letter w on the magnetic dry erase easel. Use both uppercase and lowercase versions—W and w. Add the 
letters p, s and v to the letters on the easel. Talk about how the lowercase w is a short letter. 

5  Have students take turns working to find and remove every copy of the letter o from the easel as quickly as possible.

6  Read the ABC BookBuilder™ Letter w book together. Draw attention to the w sound at the beginning of each w word. 

7  Hand out an ABC book to each student. Ask students to find the w pages in their books. Read the w page together (for example, say, “W, w, wagon”). If time 
allows, read the rest of the ABC book together. 
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Introduce the Book
 

    

BEFORE STUDENTS BEGIN TO READ,  
prepare them for a successful first reading of the story. 
Help them become familiar with new words, important 

ideas, the plot, and new language structures in the book. Distribute one copy of the book 
to each student, and provide a brief synopsis of the book. For example, say, “This is a story 
about two little dogs named Bella and Rosie. This story is about the hats that the dogs 
like.” It is important to review any pictures that may be unfamiliar, so look through the 
book with your students and talk about any pictures that are confusing. 

YOU MIGHT SAY:

1  “Open your books to page 2.” Point and read, “‘I like the blue hat,’ 
said Rosie.”

2  “Now turn to page 4. ‘I like the black hat,’ said Bella. Please say that 
with me.” 

3  “What letter would you expect the word Bella to start with? Find 
the word Bella in your books.” Have student run a finger beneath 
the word Bella as they read and say the word.

We Like Hats

READ THE STORY
After you look through the book together, have the students begin to read. Encourage the students to read the entire book in a soft reading voice. Listen to the students’  
reading, and prompt for and/or praise strategic processing. See Prompting Guides for reading behaviors to observe and support. 

DISCUSS THE STORY 
Start a conversation about the story. Encourage students to make connections to their own experiences and/or other stories they have read. Engage the conversation by 
asking students to make predictions, inferences, and connections to personal experiences or other stories. Stay away from questions that can be answered with “yes” or “no.” 
YOU MIGHT ASK: 

• “Which hat did you like the best?” 
• “Do you like the way dogs look when they wear hats?”

Encourage and expand the conversation with prompts like, “What else can you say?” “Tell me more!” “And then what happened?” or by pausing and saying, “Mmm-hmmm.”

WORD STUDY: the
Writing words and working with magnetic letters can increase students’ ability to read and write high-frequency words quickly. It can 
also increase students’ reading vocabulary.

1  Using magnetic letters, place the word the on the magnetic dry erase easel.

2  Starting with the first letter, move the letters, one by one, to the left. 

3  Read the word aloud, underlining the word with your finger, going from left to right.

4  Ask the students to find the letters on their magnetic letter trays to make the word the.

5  Have the students assemble the word on the table in front of them.

6  Ask the students to move the letters to the left, one letter at a time.

7  Ask the students to write the word the on their lapboards several times.

8  Together, reread page 2 and find the word the.

               ENGLISH
     LANGUAGE
            LEARNERS 
English language learners might be 
unfamiliar with some of the words for the 
different colors. Take extra time to look at 
the pictures and repeat the names of  
each color.


