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March 1, 2015 (New Jersey) — With 7.1 million grandchildren living with their grandpar-
ents and 4.7 million children living with “other rela  ves,” according to the 2010 census, 
almost 12 million children in America today are being raised in kinship care. For many of 
these children, their grandparents and other kin will become their long-  me caregivers 
or pseudo parents. Because these children have suff ered the loss of their natural parent-
ing rela  onship, they o  en must work to overcome deep emo  onal feelings. At the same 
 me, their kinship caregivers face fi nancial, emo  onal and educa  onal challenges in par-

en  ng these children. Because of the unique challenges these children and families face, 
The Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox has been created to help kinship caregivers fi nd answers for 
their unique paren  ng journey.

“Having The Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox as my ‘go-to guide’ seven years ago would have 
saved me from a lot of confusion and stress,” said Jan Wagner, co-chair of Michigan State 
Wide Kinship Coali  on and a grandparent raising her grandson. “Kinship caregivers have become very resourceful 
when it comes to researching informa  on on what it takes to raise another family member’s child. Now, much of that 
knowledge can be gained in one book — The Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox.” 

Released today, The Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox, off ers kinship parents a useful tool and guide in their journey  parent-
ing the second  me around. Containing ar  cles from more than 70 contributors touched in a variety of ways by kinship 
care, including grandparents raising grandchildren, children raised by other rela  ves or family friends, social workers, 
therapists, kinship support organiza  ons and others, The Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox provides a wide range of view-
points on various topics. 

“Wri  en by other caregivers and those who work with kinship families, this book covers a variety of topics on the chal-
lenges you will face, as well as where to look for resources,” Wagner said.

The Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox is a 356-page guidebook for those raising kin. There’s informa  on on advoca  ng for 
yourself, naviga  ng the emo  ons and sharing paren  ng when your children can’t, fi guring out how to make things 
work on a re  rement income, understanding the diff erent legal arrangements available to kinship providers, helpful 
ways to transi  on children and much more. The Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox is an all-inclusive guide to kinship care. Wo-
ven between the nuts and bolts ar  cles about kinship caregiving are stories from those who have lived the experience 
— kinship parents, those who grew up in kinship care, and caseworkers and support people who have learned from 
the daily interac  ons with caring, humble people who raise children from broken families.

“These families step up to the plate to care for their kin because they love them and don’t want to see them enter fos-
ter care or face other challenges,” Phagan-Hansel said. “However, there are some unique challenges that these families 
o  en face; something I have witnessed fi rsthand in my own extended family.”

A  er releasing The Foster Paren  ng Toolbox in 2012, Phagan-Hansel teamed up with EMK Press again to create a sup-
port resource for a unique demographic of today’s parents. Commi  ed to helping hur  ng and struggling families, The 
Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox is another way families can fi nd the support they need in diffi  cult paren  ng moments.

The Kinship Paren  ng Toolbox is available online at h  p://goo.gl/CdLX8O. For review copies or to interview the editor 
and those who entered submissions, contact EMK Press Publisher Carrie Kitze at 732-469-7544.
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