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First of all, I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to our families for a fantastic
year. During a time of constant change and uncertainties, MJHS was blessed to have such a
wonderfully understanding and supportive community. While I regret that our students lost out
on the IESA state series experiences, I am grateful that no seasons were cancelled and our kids
were able to experience a somewhat “normal” year.

Also, thank you to our coaches and sponsors who made the most of every opportunity.
Competing with other schools is essential in education-based athletics.  But, from the beginning,
my highest priority was to give our coaches the opportunity to work with our student-athletes in
practice.  And they took every opportunity to inspire, motivate, and teach.

Life Touch Update
I may have mentioned during preseason parent meetings that we have had numerous

difficulties with our picture company, Life Touch.

If Covid was our biggest frustration, Life Touch was a very close second.  What started as
problems with team picture staging grew into a complete inability to accurately print team and
athletes' names, to now finally completely losing entire picture flash drives/discs.

We have recently received this message from Life Touch:
I have refunded all online orders for wrestling, and track. Volleyball did not have any
online orders. These credit card/paypal refunds take 48-72 hours to show on a statement
that they have been refunded.

Any parents that paid by cash or check, I will need more information to process the
refund. These refunds take 2-3 weeks from initial request to home delivery. The refunds
department will not mail a check to the school or our office, only to the individual that
paid.

For cash/check refunds, I will need:  Amount paid, Parent name, student name, home
address, email, phone number, and if paid by check, a check #.

I ordered digital image download links to email to you for the April 6 Cheer and Dance
groups. [Orders are at the printer and will be sent to MJHS with refunds issued.]



MORTON JUNIOR HIGH ATHLETICS
We are still cautiously optimistic volleyball, cheerleading, and dance pictures will still be

delivered.  Those parents should also expect a refund as well.  It is regrettable yet indefensible to
have the issues we had this year.  Below is the current contact information for our representatives
with Life Touch:

David Hall, Account Manager - dhall@lifetouch.com; 217-793-0079 (o) 217-652-2079 (c)
Christian Apodaca, Operations Manager - capodaca@lifetouch.com; 217-793-0079

As we receive information relating to specific team, we will share with those coaches and
parents.  We do sincerely apologize for these problems.

I am happy to announce that we will have a new photography company beginning in the
fall, HR Imaging.  We have been detailed with HR Imaging regarding our expectations and
recent experiences.  We are confident next year will be a vast improvement.

2021-22 Tryouts
We are currently moving forward with plans and preparations for the 2021-22 school year

as if we are back to normal.  Any changes or updates will be communicated through our athletic
website.

Please refer to our athletic website for all of your sports needs (il.8to18.com/mortonjhs/).
Posted under “RESOURCES” are “Info Flyers” for each sport with tryout dates and other
pertinent information.

Sport Coaches 1st Day of
Try-Outs /
Practice

Location

Softball 8th - Megan Hasler; 7th - Jessica Kerby July 26 Birchwood

Spirit Squad Melissa Ralston (cheer);
Kelsey Cirilli (dance)

July 24 Kiln

Baseball 8th - Jesse Crawford; 7th - Brandon Parrott Aug. 2 Westwood

Cross-Country* Head - Jayne Eisenmann; Assist. - Danielle
VanMeenen

Aug. 2 Kennel
Lake

Girls Basketball 8th - Megan Hasler; 7th - Don Swearingen Aug. 30 Kiln

https://il.8to18.com/mortonjhs/
https://il.8to18.com/mortonjhs/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210413110833.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210419125820.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210413110734.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210413112638.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210426105041.pdf
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Boys Basketball 8th - Kirk Schick; 7th - Jamie King Oct. 18 Kiln

Wrestling* Head - Dan Gashaw; Assist. - Robert Jones Nov. 29 Kiln

Volleyball 8th - Jordan Williams; 7th - Phil Harris Nov. 29** Kiln

Scholastic Bowl Josh Ames Early Feb. Rm. 116

Track & Field*
Head - Don Swearingen
Assistants - Clint Baldwin, Alex Bishop,
Karen Gardner, Jordan Williams

Mar. 14
Kiln

*No try-outs
**May begin the following week depending on the success of girls’ basketball

Spring Seasons
Congratulations to track & field and the wrestling teams on their successful seasons.  The

wrestling team dominated throughout the season.  Clay McKee made history being the first
wrestler to finish the season undefeated at 15-0. Track & Field competed successfully
throughout the season culminating with two Tazewell County championships (7B & 8B) and
three IESA Sectional championships (7B, 8B, & 8G). Check out our athletic website for the full
listing of individual County and Sectional Champions. One school record was broken by Jack
Wilderman in the 110 M hurdles.

Again, thank you for everything you have done for MJHS this past school year. We look
forward to getting back to more normal athletics experience in the fall.

Contact information: chris.carter@mcusd709.org, 309-284-5060 (o), 309-208-5037 (c)

https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210426105125.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210426105158.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210426105236.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/mortonjhs/documents/20210426105319.pdf
https://il.8to18.com/mortonjhs/newsfullstory?newsid=159207
https://il.8to18.com/mortonjhs/newsfullstory?newsid=159207

