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COVID Parental Game Expectations Email (sent 8/14/20) 
Baseball, Softball, Cross-Country  

Parents,  
 
We appreciate your continued understanding during this season’s uncertainties.  As we continue 
to navigate these distressing times, we ask for your continued help and cooperation with regards 
to contests.  This year will require us to handle contests differently.  And each of our opponents 
may choose to handle their home contests in a slightly different manner when it comes to the 
number of spectators, seating, and general attendance procedures.      
 
Some schools are requiring us to provide them with names of our spectators in order to assist 
local health departments in the event of a positive COVID-19 case being reported.  We will pass 
these requests along as we receive them.  Also, please be aware that when traveling to other 
locations, the host school may have slightly varied expectations for guests.  Again, as we receive 
them, we will pass them along.  We know you will comply with local expectations.      
 
During games, it is critical that parents sit with your household only and stay six feet apart from 
others.  This is the guidance/recommendations we are given by the IESA, IHSA, and State of 
Illinois.  The bleachers will be reserved for the baseball/softball teams because the dugout 
occupancy will be reduced.            
 
Limiting attendance to immediate families is another choice schools are making.  We will 
communicate which schools have adapted this policy.  At this time, we are not adopting this 
policy for a couple of reasons.  The first being enforcement being problematic, if not impossible.  
Secondly, if parents responsibly social distance the issue is moot.  Please be spatially aware as 
you arrive/depart the ball park and/or move along the race course.  If you are unable to 
adequately social distance, please wear a face-covering.                
 
We are assuming that there won’t be concessions at away games/meets and MJHS is not 
sponsoring one for home contests.  Players may want to bring food, but certainly need to bring 
water.  Parents are encouraged to bring refreshments, especially if we are playing a 
doubleheader.  MYBA will have a concession stand for most home baseball games.  It is unclear 
if MGSA will have one for softball.   
 
We will share all new information as it becomes available.  We will only share information 
regarding a positive COVID-19 case with the affected team.  Through working with the 
Tazewell Country Health Department, we have learned it is critical to be aware of who has been 
around people at a given time.  Please be aware the threshold for “close contact” is currently 
defined as being within six feet of an infected person for 15 minutes or longer (regardless if 
anyone was wearing a mask).  The newest guidance says the 15 minutes time frame is to be 
considered cumulative for the entire day and NOT continuous.    
 
Regarding umpires, the latest NFHS/IHSA guidance says that face coverings are required when 
unable to maintain social distance, and plate umpires are not required to wear a face covering 
when actively officiating.    
 



MORTON JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL        

 
 

We will do everything we can to not only have a full and complete fall season of baseball, 
softball, and cross-country, but also have basketball, volleyball, wrestling, and track & field 
beginning in January.  What we do now can impact whether or not we are able to compete 
second semester.  If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
Thank you for your assistance.          

 


