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I don’t recall ever being as excited for my calendar to roll over  than this year.  Since my last update 

on December 1, we have heard little from the IESA and even less from the State of Illinois regarding the 
potential of starting the boys’ basketball and girls’ volleyball seasons on time.  Our most recent 
communication from the IESA indicated boys’ basketball and girls’ volleyball will be on “pause” until the 
Governor’s office moves the state out of Phase 3.  The IESA Board of Directors has also determined that no 
seasons will be scheduled into the summer.  

 
Wrestling, Girls Basketball, and Track & Field 

The wrestling season is currently set to begin on April 5 with matches on April 12.  Girls basketball 
practice will hopefully tip off on March 8 with games on March 20.  Track & Field practice is slated for a 
March 1 start and meets on March 15.  Dates for the season-ending state series can be found here.  
 

Boys Basketball, Cheerleading, Dance, and Girls Volleyball 
Schools were notified on December 29 that boys basketball and girls volleyball official seasons are 

currently “on pause”.  We continue to be hopeful for both of these seasons to be played “officially”. 
Arrangements are currently being made for expanded curricular opportunities for boys basketball and girls 
volleyball.  These plans will be communicated once they are fully flushed out.  Cheerleading and dance will 
also restart practices in mid-January. 

 
Possible Season Overlaps  

We realize that as currently scheduled, wrestling, girls basketball, track & field, cheerleading, and 
dance will overlap.  We do not yet know how this is going to work for both athletes and coaches.  With boys’ 
basketball and volleyball being delayed again, we could be facing more sports being forced to overlap.  

 
Instructional Sessions (clinics) 

In an effort to move forward with our expanded physical education curriculum, we have decided to 
schedule our recently postponed clinics/instructional sessions this month.  We will start with the cancelled 
election night volleyball session and move through the remaining as follows:  
 

volleyball instructional session (clinic #1 election day cancelation) - Tues., Jan. 5 - 3:30-5:00 
volleyball instructional session (mini-clinic) - Wed., Jan. 6 & Thurs., Jan. 7 - 3:30-5:00 
boys basketball instructional session (clinic #1) - Mon.-Thurs., Jan. 11-14 - 3:30-5:00 
girls basketball instructional session (clinic #2) - Mon., & Wed., Jan. 18, 20, 25, 27 - 3:30-5:00 

https://www.iesa.org/news/2020-2021/COVID_12-30-20.asp
https://www.iesa.org/news/2020-2021/COVID_12-30-20.asp
https://www.iesa.org/documents/health/IESA-AltNovPlan.pdf
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 volleyball instructional session (clinic #2) - Tues. & Thurs., Jan. 19, 21, 26, 28 - 3:30-5:00 
 

New Gym 
It has become increasingly bittersweet as we move from our original gym and move into the new 

gym.  While the original gym is old, it certainly has character and a great traditional gym feel.  We will still 
use our original gym daily for PE and wrestling practices.  It will also be utilized when two events/contests 
have to be played at the same time.  

Thanks to all the athletes who came out on Dec. 12 & 13 to check out the new space.  PE began to 
have class at the end of December, and we are still wrapping up a few last-minute details.  We will be 
scheduling an open house-style event for the community to tour later on this month.  We can’t wait to have 
games/matches!  
 

IESA 
On December 7, the Illinois Elementary School Association started a Go Fund Me campaign to assist 

in staying afloat.  We encourage you to consider making a contribution.  MJHS in conjunction with the PTO 
is currently making arrangements to make a donation this month.  MJHS has been a dedicated member of the 
IESA since its creation in the 1930s, and we continue to value its leadership.  We will continue to monitor 
the situation and support the IESA in any way we can.  
 

Lobbying Efforts 
If you are interested in voicing your concerns with our state and national representatives, link are 

provided below: 
Governor’s Office:  https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/contactus/Pages/VoiceAnOpinion.aspx 
Rep. Darrin LaHood:  https://lahood.house.gov/contact 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth:  https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/ 
Sen. Dick Durbin: https://www.durbin.senate.gov/contact/email 
State Sen. Bill Brady:  http://brady.senategop.org/Contact 
State Rep. Keith Sommer:  https://www.ilhousegop.org/contactsommer 

 
 
 

I have been asked many times this year what I think will happen.  I wish I knew.  I am relatively 
confident track & field and volleyball will both have practices and at worst have intrasquad scrimmages.  I 
am most concerned about basketball and wrestling.  And as a basketball and cheerleading parent, it is 
particularly devastating to think of the possibility of losing those seasons.  

  

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/the-campaign-to-save-iesa
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/contactus/Pages/VoiceAnOpinion.aspx
https://lahood.house.gov/contact
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/contact/email
http://brady.senategop.org/Contact
https://www.ilhousegop.org/contactsommer
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We appreciate our families’ understanding as well as their continued support. We will continue to 

keep the health and safety of our students, staff, and fans at the forefront of our thoughts and plans. We ask 
parents to continue discussing with their students both the importance and best strategies to staying healthy. 
Our efforts first semester have proven successful even though we have had some positive student cases and 
many healthy quarantines.  By following the guidelines, we can continue to navigate these tough times and 
get back to our student-athletes playing sports.  

 
We ask that you continue to follow these guidelines:  

● Wearing a face-covering when around other people 
● Observing social distancing whenever possible  
● Actually stay home when ill and/or expected to quarantine (this is not limited to school) 
● Report positive COVID tests and/or close contact with positive cases 
● Cooperate with contact tracing efforts  

We are committed to keeping students healthy. Please help us keep everyone safe.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to communicate as new information 

is released and/or decisions are made. Again, thank you for your continued support. 
 
Contact information: chris.carter@mcusd709.org, 309-284-5060 (o), 309-208-5037 (c) 

 


