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This past week has been quite a whirlwind of activity with regards to interscholastic 

sports. We continue to monitor the situation with the State of Illinois, the Illinois High School 
Association (IHSA) and Illinois Elementary School Association (IESA). As soon as we receive 
information or make decisions, we will always communicate to our parents, student-athletes, and 
community members.  

We would like to thank all of our families and staff for their support as we navigate this 
unprecedented school year. As fall moves into winter, we remain committed to the belief that 
athletics and activities are essential to the educational process and we continue to follow our 
guiding question, “What’s best for kids?”  
 

Fall Successes 
 

I believe the fall season can be considered an absolute success for baseball, softball and 
cross-country. We didn’t have any student-athlete miss contests due to a positive COVID-19 
diagnosis and we only had five athletes forced to quarantine. Each team did lose an opportunity 
to play due to an opponent having a COVID-related forfeiture. While our seasons were 
shortened, we feel blessed and thankful to have the opportunity to still compete.  

All three programs completed their 2020 fall seasons with a victory, which normally 
could occur only with a state championship or third place victory.  

The 8th Grade baseball team finished undefeated with the Regional championship and a 
perfect 17-0 record. The 7th Grade baseball team finished its season 12-1. 

The varsity softball team also finished with a Regional championship and a 9-2 record. 
The softball JV team ended its season with a 3-2 mark. 

Both the boys and girls cross-country teams dominated their IESA Sectional meets. The 
boys finished one through seven, scoring the lowest possible 15 points and winning by 48 points! 
The girls were nearly as perfect, scoring 17 points while having five of the first six finishers. 
Both teams “ran” through their seasons undefeated, 14-0. A special “thank you!” goes out to 
Kennel Lake and Kevin Wilson for their hospitality as we moved our home course to that 
location. We are grateful for their partnership. 

In winning two regional titles and two sectional titles, coupled with three teams 
completing undefeated seasons, we witnessed what can happen when student-athletes work 
together and believe in each other. Their hard-work and dedication paid off in what was one of 
the most successful seasons in recent memory.  
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Winter Contact Days 
 

November and December are usually very busy times for MJHS athletics. When we are 
usually enjoying the end of girls basketball season, the continuation of cheerleading and dance, 
and the beginning of boys basketball, volleyball and wrestling seasons, we find ourselves in an 
unfamiliar state of waiting for the next season to begin.  

The IESA approved the use of  “contact days” at its last board meeting in September. 
This opportunity will allow us to provide instruction to all 7th and 8th Graders in basketball and 
volleyball in the form of clinics., which will be directed by the MJHS coaching staff. Due to 
current Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) restrictions, basketball clinics will have “no 
contact” and will be composed solely of drills without scrimmaging. Scrimmaging is allowed in 
volleyball.  

 
Winter Seasons 

 
As I started writing this communication,  we were anxiously awaiting official 

communication from the IESA regarding how exactly basketball, volleyball and wrestling 
seasons were to be played. On Tuesday, Oct. 27, we received it. The Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE), the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), 
and the IDPH released an update to the All Sports Policy. These guidelines had changed 
throughout the summer and we hoped that our winter sports would be permitted with additional 
changes. However, our hopes were not realized.  

The update to the All Sports Policy now recognizes basketball and wrestling as “higher 
risk” while keeping volleyball at “moderate risk.” Our seasons do not begin until January, but 
this news requires us to reconsider how to proceed. It is obvious that our Plan #1 and Plan #2 are 
increasingly unlikely. If nothing changes, we will be looking at a plan that resembles our Plan 
#3.  

We are also aware of the IHSA’s recent announcement defying the state’s All Sports 
Policy update.  We are unsure how this impacts us nor has the IESA made any similar 
statements.  One statement the IESA has made this week is that wrestling will NOT begin in 
January.  They have not made a determination as to when that season will fall.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://dceocovid19resources.com/assets/Restore-Illinois/businessguidelines4/youthsports.pdf
https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000CyCndAAF?operationContext=S1
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Current Plan Options 

 
The details below are current plans depending on what is allowed by the State of Illinois:  

 
             PLAN #1 - GAMES WITH SPECTATORS 

● 15-contest (maximum) regular season  
● Spectators and athletes required to wear masks 

 
             PLAN #2 - GAMES WITH LIMITED OR NO SPECTATORS  

● 15-contest (maximum) regular season  
● Number of spectators determined by IDPH 
● Games live streamed via MPTV and NFHS Network (subscription required)  
● Cheer and dance teams still perform  
● Pep band dependent upon any spectator limitations. 
● Possible opportunity to purchase a fan cutout (like MLB) teams  

  
             PLAN #3 - PRACTICES ONLY 

 Due to the most recent designations, basketball, volleyball and wrestling are only 
allowed to practice.  Sports must be recognized as “lower risk” in order to compete with another 
school. Currently, basketball and wrestling are designated as “higher risk” and volleyball as 
“moderate risk.” Track & field is “lower risk.” When intrasquad scrimmages are allowed, we 
intend to treat them like real games with officials, uniforms, live streaming, and cheer and dance 
teams.  

 
PRACTICE FORMATS: 

● Moderate risk -- normal practices, masks worn, intrasquad scrimmages allowed 
● Higher risk -- "no-contact practice and training” is interpreted as being able to use 

a ball without physical contact; masks worn  
 

PLAN #4 - CANCELLATION  
We will do everything within our power to avoid this result. If the IESA were to cancel a 

season, we intend to still do whatever is allowed under the state guidelines and board of 
education direction. The IESA does not solely determine our decisions. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.iesa.org/documents/health/IESA-AltSeptPlan.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/health/IESA-AltSeptPlan.pdf
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IESA 

 
Recently the Peoria Journal Star published an article reporting on the state of the Illinois 

Elementary School Association. It described the uncertainty of the association’s future based on 
its current financial situation due mainly to the inability to host state tournaments. MJHS has 
been a fervent member of the IESA since its creation in the 1930s, and we value its leadership. 
We will continue to monitor the situation and support the IESA in any way we can.  
  

We appreciate our families’ understanding as well as their continued support. We will 
continue to keep the health and safety of our students, staff and fans at the forefront of our 
thoughts and plans. We ask parents to continue discussing with their students the importance of 
staying healthy. 

 
 
We also ask that you follow these guidelines:  

● Wearing a face-covering when around other people 
● Observing social distancing whenever possible  
● Staying home when ill and needed to quarantine 
● Report positive COVID test and/or close contact with positive case 
● Cooperate with contact tracing efforts  

We are committed to keeping players healthy, and hope to complete another season 
without incident. Please help us keep everyone safe and healthy.  

Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to communicate as new 
information is released and/or decisions are made. Again, thank you for your continued support. 

 
Contact information: chris.carter@mcusd709.org, 309-284-5060 (o), 309-208-5037 (c) 

 


