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Winter Athletics Update 

Chris Carter, Athletic Director 
 
The 2020-21 school year continues to bring questions, uncertainties and struggles 
for our families, teams and coaches. We appreciate your understanding as we 
work through these trying times in order to provide the best opportunities for our 
students.  
 
We remain committed to the same question that we always ask: “What’s best for 
kids?” As in the past, we continue to believe it is best for kids to not only be 
involved in athletics but to also have a positive and productive experience.  
 
It is our hope that our winter sports programs will have their respective seasons, 
much like our fall sports.   
 
We continue to follow the guidance of the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
through their All Sports Policy. These guidelines have changed throughout the 
summer. I pray they will continue to be modified.  
 
First, the mask mandate for athletes must be reconciled. Currently, our athletes 
can participate without a mask outdoors, but not indoors. We hope these 
expectations and requirements are adjusted, but we don’t know how this will 
transpire over the next few months. The IESA has stated that medium- and high-



risk winter sports are dependent on the State of Illinois being in Phase 5 of the 
Restore Illinois Plan, though as we have already experienced, that can change. 
 
Due to the ever-fluid nature of the situation, we are currently working on four 
distinct plans for this winter’s sports seasons: 
 

•  Plan 1: This best-case scenario will result in an 11-contest (maximum) regular 
season for basketball, wrestling and volleyball.  
 
Boys basketball will begin tryouts on Jan. 4, 2021 with games beginning on Jan. 
16. Volleyball and wrestling will begin practice on Jan. 11 with contests 
beginning on Jan. 23. Girls basketball will begin on March 8 with games 
beginning on March 20. We are limited to two contests per week and will have 
five and a half weeks to play a maximum of 11 contests. Each season will end 
with a regional tournament. 

 

• Plan 2: It is a real possibility that we will limit or completely prohibit fans 
from attending contests.  
 
We are currently working on how to effectively stream contests through 
MPTV in order for parents and fans to watch games live. It is our intention 
to have the cheer and dance teams perform during home games as normal. 
Having the pep band perform would be ideal, as well. All Morton Junior 
High Athletics contests would be subject to state guidelines. We believe 
having fans is an essential aspect of our players' experience, but being able 
to play games is most important.  
 

• Plan 3: Practices only, no competition.  
 
If basketball, volleyball and/or wrestling’s “type of play” is not upgraded to 
Level 3 (like baseball, softball, cross-country and track & field), we will be 
unable to play contests. Under current state guidance, basketball and 
volleyball are considered "medium" risk and wrestling is "higher" risk. 
 
Medium-risk sports are limited to practice and scrimmaging only (Level 2 
"Type of Play"). High-risk sports are limited to "no-contact practice/training 



(Level 1 "Type of Play"). In this scenario, our kids could practice and 
compete in intrasquad contests only. 
 
We believe our kids are better off when our coaches can impact them on 
the court, and while the aspect of not competing with other teams is 
undesirable, having our coaches still involved with our athletes’ lives is 
critical.  
 

• Plan 4: Cancellation, no season at all. 
 
As we experienced last spring, entire seasons can be lost. Obviously, a 
repeat would be devastating. We will do everything in our power to avoid 
this result.  
 

We appreciate everyone’s understanding and continued support. While making 
decisions based on what is best for kids, we will continue to keep the health and 
safety of our students, staff and fans at the forefront of our thoughts.  
 
We ask parents to discuss with their children the importance of staying healthy. 
We ask that you encourage your student to adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

•  Please wear a face covering when around other people. 
 

• Please observe physical distancing whenever possible. 
 

•  Please stay home when required to quarantine. 
 
So far, the junior high athletic department has narrowly avoided multiple 
instances in which numerous athletes were in jeopardy of being quarantined. We 
are committed to keeping players healthy and hope to complete the season 
without an incident. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to communicate 
as new information is released and/or decisions are made. Again, thank you for 
your continued support. 
  



Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Chris Carter 
 
Contact information: chris.carter@mcusd709.org, 309-284-5060 (office), 309-208-
5037 (cell) 


