
GET INVOLVED! 

ACTIVITIES 

AND 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 

The extra-curricular programs offered at Grayslake Central High 

School are organized so that students can pursue their passions 

outside the classroom.  Involvement in extra-curricular activities is of 

great value to the district, and we hope that students are able to grow 

as a result of their participation.  A few goals of the activities program 

include: having students develop healthy living habits, acquiring 

leadership skills, working on a team, learning about diversity, 

understanding discipline, and maintaining a sense of responsibility.  

With that being said, participating in extra-curricular activities is a 

privilege.  As such, students are expected to abide by the extra-

curricular code of conduct.          

 



ACADEMIC TEAM 

The Academic Team is made up of about 10-15 members who compete in five-person teams. Questions are chosen 

from science, math, social studies, literature, fine arts, performing arts, and language arts. Members are chosen by 

the head coach who receives referrals from the faculty. The Academic Team competes against other area high 

schools in IHSA approved competitions. 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL/FUSION 

Amnesty International is a worldwide movement of people who campaign for internationally recognized human 

rights to be respected and protected. Outraged by human rights abuses but inspired by hope for a better world, the 

club works to improve human rights through campaigning and international solidarity. The club educates faculty 

and students about various issues around the world and U.S.A., and raises funds to help those in need. 

The International Society is comprised of students who are interested in both learning and spreading an 

understanding of the multicultural world. The students have a chance to meet people, explore world cultures, 

discuss international issues, and educate the school community about the many cultures that exist in our school. 

Members of the International Society often participate in movie nights, international game and food events, arts 

and crafts activities, and travel to regional cultural events. In the spring, the students sponsor an International 

Night open to all. 

ART CLUB 

The Art Club provides fellowship and plans activities for students who like art.  Any interested District 127 student 

is welcome to join.  You do not have to be enrolled in an art class.  Students plan fundraisers and participate in 

Homecoming.  Other activities may include:  working on individual art projects, helping with the spring student art 

show, setting up exhibits, and planning a field trip to a gallery, art museum, or art event. 

BEST BUDDIES 

Best Buddies is an organization dedicated to enhancing the lives of people with intellectual disabilities by 

providing opportunities for mutually enriching friendships and integrated employment. This organization works to 

match students with disabilities with high school students from general education to create one-to-one friendships.  

In today’s high schools, students with disabilities often enter the same building and walk the same hallways as 

their peers but they are left out of social activities.  By introducing Best Buddies into our high schools, we are 

crossing the invisible line that too often separates those with disabilities from those without. 

COLOR GUARD 

Color Guard is the visual effects portion of the marching band. This group interprets the music through the use of 

show flags, ribbons, dance, and a variety of other equipment.  This group performs during all home varsity football 

games, Homecoming, Grayslake Days and Memorial Day parades, and competes in various competitions.  Members 

must attend a mandatory week long band camp in the summer, practices twice weekly beginning in July, and all 

required games, competitions, and activities. 

DEBATE TEAM 

The Congressional Debate Club runs from September to May.  This competitive club provides excellent 

opportunities to learn how formal debates work and develop skills in research, leadership, teamwork, and public 

speaking.  Students write bills dealing with foreign affairs, economics, and public welfare and then debate them 

according to congressional/parliamentary procedure at tournaments held approximately once a month.  In 



between the tournaments students research the bills so they are able to give speeches and ask questions during a 

debate.  No prior experience is necessary. 

DRAMA/ENCORE!   

Encore! is the group for students who wish to be involved in the high school’s theatre program. Its primary 

purpose is to produce three shows during the season: a comedy or drama, student-directed one-acts, and a 

musical. Additionally, Encore! provides social and educational opportunities in the theatre by sponsoring trips to 

see professional, community, and high school shows in the area, and by arranging and attending state and  national 

theatre festivals. The group serves as the umbrella organization to the local chapter of the International Thespian 

Society and participates in several theatre related service projects throughout the year. Membership is open to all 

students interested in any part of theatre production: acting, directing, set design and construction, lighting design 

and implementation, sound engineering, costuming, and stage management. 

DRUM LINE/PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE  

Dum line is a segment of band students, by audition, who work to further develop their percussion skills while 

participating in drum line practices and competition related to marching band. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB  

The Environmental Club is open to all students who are interested in learning more about the natural world and 

teaching others about it.  The club participates in the Adopt-A-Highway & Lake County Forest Preserve 

Stewardship programs.  At school we support paper and plastic recycling, maintain a native prairie courtyard, and 

teach other students about environmental issues.  The club also sends a team to compete at the Northeastern 

Illinois Envirothon. 

FRENCH CLUB 

Le Cercle Francais, The French Club, is open to all French students. The French Club sponsors many exciting events 

throughout the year. We participate in Homecoming in the fall, National French Week in November and several 

other activities dealing with French cuisine and culture. We also go on field trips to areas of French-speaking 

interest. We have a bi-weekly meeting and also have personalized t-shirts. Allez-viens!!! 

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA  

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) is a non-profit educational association of students preparing for 

careers in business, leadership and related fields.  This is a national club that can extend from high school into 

college. There are numerous leadership, business, charitable and social activities planned throughout the year.  We 

plan to attend a yearly conference that provides opportunities for recognition, scholarships and awards.  

INKBLOTS  

Inkblots is the school’s literary magazine. It is a collection of students’ original creations in the areas of poetry, 

short stories, drawings, and photography. The publication, in its final version, is a reflection of the diversity in 

thought and vision of our student body. It is a place for all students to find a "voice" for their talent. 

INTRAMURALS 

The intramurals program is a fun, recreational, social, and competitive on-campus sports activity for Grayslake 

Community High School students. Intramurals is designed with the everyday athlete in mind and is open to all 

students not currently competing in-season with an interscholastic sports program. This is a great opportunity for 

students to have some fun and participate in organized, competitive leagues.  It is easy to get involved as students 



form their own teams with their friends.  Flag football is offered during the fall season, basketball during the winter 

season, and softball and volleyball during the spring season. 

JAZZ BAND  

This ensemble will explore different styles in jazz literature. Instruments include saxophones, trumpets, 

trombones, percussion, piano, and guitar. It is a select group that may perform at school concerts as well as other 

public engagements. 

JAZZ CHOIR 

This is a co-ed group performing various music styles, meters and rhythms with an ultimate goal to provide 

entertainment to the community and civic groups in addition to school activities and functions. This activity is 

open to students by audition. 

KEY CLUB 

Key Club is the world’s largest service organization for high school students. It is well recognized by colleges and 

universities around the world. Key Club provides students with an opportunity to serve others in their school, 

community and beyond. It is a student led organization where individuals can develop leadership skills while 

serving others. Students can be elected to offices at the school, district (Illinois and Eastern Iowa), and 

international level. Students plan and carry out service activities that match their interests and the needs of the 

community. There are many projects throughout the year. We provide volunteer services and fundraising money 

to organizations such as the March of Dimes, UNICEF, Literacy Society of America, American Cancer Society, 

Leukemia Society, American Cancer Society, PADS, JRF, Spastic Paralysis Foundation and much more. JOIN KEY 

CLUB and make a real difference in your life and in the lives of others! The motto of Key Club International is 

“Caring - Our Way of Life” so come and be a part of this great club! 

LINK CREW 

Link Crew is a high school transition program that welcomes freshmen and makes them feel comfortable 

throughout the first year of their high school experience. Built on the belief that students can help students 

succeed, Link Crew trains members to be Link Leaders. As positive role models, Link Leaders are motivators, 

leaders and teachers who guide the freshmen to discover what it takes to be successful during the transition to 

high school. Eligibility for membership is dependent upon teacher recommendations and student dedication to the 

program. Members also visit freshman study halls and contact freshmen outside of school to check on their social 

and academic adjustment to high school life.  Open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors (freshmen may apply in the 

spring semester for selection in their sophomore year).   

MATH TEAM 

The Math Team is made up of students from all four grade levels that enjoy challenging math problems and timed 

competition, as individuals and teams.  Participants take part in local and regional math contests.  Strong 

performance may lead to State competition.  Preparation for the competitions begins in November.  The contests 

take place from December through February, beginning with the annual Cross-Town Contest against GNHS.  State 

competition is in May.  Many members participate in other teams and clubs without a conflict in scheduling. 

 

 

 



MixTape 

Students meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month. Each student brings in 2-3 songs that fit the criteria for 

hallway-appropriate music. Sponsor listens to all of the songs to ensure that they’re appropriate and then burns a 

CD before delivering it to the tech office to be played during passing periods. Also at meetings, students share and 

talk about songs that they find interesting or enjoyable with the entire group. Students select albums or concerts 

that they’d like to review for the Mixtape website. Sponsor maintains and updates website to include all hallway 

playlists, reviews, and artist interviews. 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

SELECTION OF NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS 
Membership in the National Honor Society is a prestigious award bestowed upon a student; a 
student may not apply to join the organization. The National Honor Society Faculty Council, a 
committee of five faculty members appointed annually by the principal selects students for 
membership. Election procedures are consistent with the rules and regulations of the National 
Honor Society—selection is based on outstanding scholarship, character, leadership, and service.  To be eligible as 
a candidate for the National Honor Society, a student must: 
 1. be a junior who has attended District 127 the equivalent of one semester; 
 2. have a minimum cumulative scholastic average of 3.4 on a 4.0 scale; 
 3. serve the school by participating in documented extracurricular (school-sponsored) 
     activities, including a minimum of two during his or her junior year;  
     (For NHS purposes, activities must be included in the student handbook, be 
     sponsored by faculty, require regular attendance, and include duties and 
     responsibilities of members.  If they are either informal and/or without board approval, certain        
school groups will not be considered activities for NHS selection purposes. Please see NHS        sponsor for 
clarification regarding activities not meeting above criteria.) 
 4. volunteer documented service to the community—examples of appropriate                 
community service include working for a clean-up campaign, public library, hospital, 
     homeless shelter, literacy program, or the Special Olympics; volunteering in a 
     house of worship; participating actively in Scouting; or taking part in a fundraising 
     event like an AIDS or cancer walk. Hours earned as a member of a school club 
     may count as community service but not as a school activity, as well.  
     NHS candidates must show evidence of at least twenty hours of cumulative service 
     to the community during their high school years; 
 5. have positive ratings in leadership, service, and character from the faculty; 
 6. receive a majority vote of the National Honor Society Faculty Council. 
 
Note: A candidate’s disciplinary record is a factor in the selection process. Students who receive out-of-school or 
in-school suspensions, Saturday detentions, or suspensions are at risk of being denied membership. Selection of 
members occurs in the spring after students have completed five semesters of academic work. 
 

ORCHESIS 

Orchesis focuses on dance techniques such as ballet, jazz, tap and contemporary/modern dance styles. Orchesis is 

designed to develop versatile dancers and provide valuable performing experience.  

PHOTO CLUB 

Photo Club is open to all GCHS students who love photography.  Owning your own camera is a plus but is not 

required.  At meetings we learn about the technical aspects of photography, share and critique our photos and take 

pictures to practice our skills.  We go on fieldtrips, host guest speakers and have a ton of fun!  Photo club also 

participates in Homecoming and other GCHS events.  



PRISM  

This is the Gay/Straight Alliance at the high school.  This group attempts to create a safe environment and sense of 

community for all students.  It encourages all students to attend in order to raise awareness, advocate, and 

socialize. 

RAMPAGE  

The students on the Rampage staff plan, write, and design the school's award-winning newspaper and web page. 

All members of the staff are assigned major roles of responsibility in the production of the newspaper. Students 

may be members of the Rampage and Knight Times staff during their sophomore, junior, and senior years as part 

of the Journalism II Class. 

 

SADD - Students Against Destructive Decisions 

The purpose of the S.A.D.D. program at District 127 is to educate students so that they can make positive choices 

that will enhance their current lifestyle, and to prevent students from making decisions that would have harmful 

consequences. SADD would like to help students share a no use message regarding alcohol and the illegal use of 

other drugs, help young people reduce death and injury from the number one killer of teenagers - alcohol and 

other drug impaired driving crashes, make all high school events and activities safe, and educate students about 

healthy choices and lifestyles by providing useful information in a meaningful, realistic format. 

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD 

The Science Olympiad team is composed of students from all grade levels that are interested in a wide range of 

scientific and engineering fields.  The team trains from September to March, preparing for the 23 events that make 

up a typical competition.  Event topics include biology, human anatomy, chemistry, earth sciences, astronomy, 

physics, and engineering.  Event competitions include knowledge tests, laboratory experiments, and demonstration 

of prebuilt machines.  The regional competition is held in March and the state competition is held in April at the U 

of I. 

SKI CLUB/OUTDOOR ADVENTURE CLUB  

Our club incorporates outdoor activities and team building activities. We have a variety of trips we go on ranging 

from; kayaking, rock climbing, skiing, snowboarding, spelunking (cave exploring), hiking, biking, camping, rafting 

and much more.  Our club starts in the very beginning of the school year with warm-weather activities like 

kayaking.  As the months grow colder, we move indoors and go rock-climbing or travel to Wisconsin for our ski and 

snowboarding trips. This club is a great opportunity to give students a chance to learn practical skills and lessons 

that reach far beyond the classroom setting. The outdoors serves as an incredible opportunity for leadership 

development, team building and student growth through experiential education. The club also provides students 

with opportunities to learn about the great outdoors in our local area.  We also have at least one trip per month 

that takes place primarily on the weekends. 

SNOWBALL 

Operation Snowball is an organization based on the development of leadership skills where youth and adults work 

together to provide awareness and promotion of healthy lifestyle choices, while encouraging positive decision-

making and communication skills in an active community of caring. Snowball provides opportunities for self-

improvement and meeting others who share in this lifestyle.  Snowball is an activity based group that is focused on 

the spirit of cooperation.  



SOCIEDAD DE LATINOS  

Sociedad de Latinos celebrates Latino culture, supports the Latino student population, and spreads awareness 

regarding topics impacting the Latino population.  Club members help with events such as Hispanic Heritage 

Month, cultural dance performances, community outreach, and fundraisers.  The club is also involved in an annual 

dance co-sponsored with Grayslake North’s Latinos Stand Up club.  Students of all backgrounds are welcome to 

join. 

SPANISH CLUB 

Spanish Club membership is open to all current Grayslake Central students who are interested in exploring 

Hispanic culture. Spanish club members participate in many different school and cultural activities throughout the 

year.  Our activities focus on foods and customs of the Spanish speaking world through the tasting/making of 

different foods, the making of holiday decorations and crafts, dancing, field trips and lots of fun.  We meet every 

other week. 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

Student Council consists of hard working students elected from each class.  A successful Homecoming is the 

responsibility of Student Council. We sponsor and organize the homecoming spirit days, parade, and dance.  

Community service is also a focus of Student Council. Before winter break we facilitate a community-wide food 

drive to benefit needy families and area food.  In both the fall and spring we coordinate a blood drive with Life 

Source. Throughout the year we introduce students to democracy by hosting all the required elections within the 

school. 

SENIOR CLASS – CLASS OF 2015 

The Senior Class helps coordinate homecoming week, plans a late winter dance with the sophomore class, 

organizes the senior breakfast and slideshow, and if possible, selects a class gift. Members are asked to participate 

in other school-wide activities, such as the canned food drive and blood drive(s), along with various fundraising 

events. At GCHS, this organization is a part of Student Council. 

JUNIOR CLASS – CLASS OF 2016 

The Junior Class coordinates flag football during homecoming week and also works with the prom planners to 

organize junior/senior prom.  Some of the decisions involved include: selecting an affordable location, choosing a 

theme, purchasing decorations and party favors, and arranging reliable, yet classy transportation. Members are 

asked to participate in other school-wide activities such as the canned food drive and blood drive(s), along with 

various fundraising events. At GCHS, this organization is a part of Student Council. 

SOPHOMORE CLASS – CLASS OF 2017 

The Sophomore Class helps coordinate homecoming week and works with the senior class to plan a late winter 

dance.  Members are asked to participate in other school-wide activities such as the canned food drive and blood 

drive(s), along with various fundraising events.  It is expected that the sophomore class raises at least $2,000 to go 

toward prom. At GCHS, this organization is a part of Student Council. 

FRESHMAN CLASS – CLASS OF 2018 

The Freshman Class works hard to make other freshman in the building feel welcome and have a voice in student 

leadership.  It is a great way to get involved.  Specifically, the freshman class participates in Homecoming activities 

such as window painting and hall decorating.  Members are asked to participate in other school-wide activities 



such as the canned food drive and blood drive(s), along with various fundraising events.  It is expected that the 

freshman class raises at least $1,000 to go toward prom. At GCHS, this organization is a part of Student Council. 

TICKET STUBS  

The film club is an opportunity for those interested in the art of film to experience a variety of movies and hold in 

depth discussions about them. Students choose the movies, and showings are held weekly and feature a variety of 

genres. Students have the opportunity to attend field trips to film festivals and plays through the club. 

TRI-M MUSICAL SOCIETY  

Tri-M National Music Honor Society is an organization open to all District 127 music students.  It was founded in 

1936 at Maine Township High School in Park Ridge, Illinois, and currently has over 4500 chapters throughout the 

US.  It is designed to recognize music students for academic and musical achievement, reward them for their 

accomplishments and service activities, and inspire others to excel in leadership and music.  Students must be an 

active member of a school music performance group and meet the standards of criteria in five categories:  

scholarship, character, cooperation, leadership, and service.  Tri-M members perform numerous community and 

school service projects throughout the school year. 

WINTER GUARD 

Winter Guard is a continuation of Color Guard during the basketball season.  The group performs to music using 

show flags, ribbons, dance, and a variety of additional props. This group performs at home girls’ and boys’ varsity 

basketball games, as well as several competitions throughout the season.  Members must attend mandatory twice 

weekly practices; November through February, all required games, and competitions. 

YEARBOOK 

The yearbook is what students use to remember their high school days.  Through the pages of the yearbook, all the 

major events of the year are featured.  The yearbook staff first compiles pictures, captions and stories and is 

responsible for designing the pages and putting it together around a unifying theme.  Students may be members of 

the yearbook staff during their sophomore, junior and senior years as part of the Yearbook class.  The yearbook 

may be pre-ordered in the bookstore. 


