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Wildkit Spirit ESPY Award 
This award is presented to the ETHS senior fan or fans voted by seniors to have the most dedication to school 

spirit and sportsmanship in a given year.  

 

Patrick Epler 

 

ETHS Female Athletes United 

 

Isaac Urow 

 

 

 

Best Moment ESPY Award 

This award recognizes the best moment or series of moments occurring in an ETHS sporting event or season at 

the varsity level.  Voted by seniors as the most remarkable, compelling or entertaining in a given year. 

 

Ramin Abraham completing a 53-0 undefeated Season to capture the 3A 220lb IHSA Wrestling State 

Championship at State Farm Center at the University of Illinois. 

 

Lucy Hogan capping off an undefeated season by winning the IHSA Diving State Championship in Evanston’s 

Burton Aquatic Center after having finished as the State Runner-Up her freshman and sophomore seasons. 

 

Boys Basketball outscores Stevenson 15-3 in overtime of the Elite Eight SuperSectional to advance to the 

IHSA Final Four for the second straight season. 
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Best Game/Contest ESPY Award 

This award is presented to the Evanston Varsity team/athlete responsible for the best single game/contest. 

 

Badminton vs New Trier: Trailing the Trevians 1-5 after doubles, the KITS rallied to win 9 out of 12 singles 

matches including the final match victory by Jill Collins (21-19, 22-20) to defeat New Trier 10-8. 

 

Baseball vs Oak Park River Forest: The KITS toppled the #3 ranked team in the state 11-1 at Northwestern’s 

Rocky Miller Park thanks to a 10-hit performance against the Huskies Division I pitcher. 

 

Boys Basketball IHSA Final Four vs Rockford East: The KITS broke the IHSA Class 4A record for most 

points scored in a quarter, half and game in the state tournament en route to a 92-84 victory to advance to the 

State Championship game for the first time in 35 years. 

 

Girls Basketball IHSA Sectional Championship vs Maine West: Despite trailing Maine West 24-32 after 

three quarters, the KITS scored 21 points in the 4th quarter to force the Warriors into overtime in front of a 

packed house in Beardsley Gym before falling to the eventual State Champs and #9-ranked team in the nation, 

50-55. 

 

Football vs Barrington: The unbeaten KITS throttled the #4-ranked Broncos in Barrington behind Ben 

Tarpey’s career-high 271 yards passing and Malik Ross’ pair of TD runs as the KITS honored Coach Steve 

King and earned the #4 ranking by the Sun Times the next week. 

 

Girls Lacrosse vs York: Eight different KITS blitzed #5 ranked York for 13 goals in the first half alone as 

Evanston earned a 17-9 win to finish the regular season 14-3 and earn the #7 ranking in Illinois. 

 

Wrestling vs New Trier: After New Trier jumped out to a 21-6 lead, Evanston rattled off 9 straight victories to 

defeat the Trevians 56-21 in Winnetka and capture the CSL South Conference Championship for the first time 

since 2004. 

 



2019 E.S.P.Y. Awards 
EVANSTON SPORTS PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR 

Outstanding Team ESPY Award 
This annual award is presented to the ETHS varsity team voted by seniors to be the most outstanding in a given 

year.  Voted on by senior athletes.  

 

Boys Basketball:  In a historic season, the KITS returned to the Final Four in back-to-back years for the first 

time ever and captured the IHSA State Runner-Up trophy in addition to winning titles in the CSL South, IHSA 

Regional, Sectional and SuperSectional.  Tied school record for most wins in a season with an overall 32-5 

record while becoming the highest scoring team in ETHS history.  

 

Girls Basketball:  Despite several key injuries throughout the season, the KITS captured their 3rd straight CSL 

South Championship and won the IHSA Regional Championship en route to advancing to the Sweet 16 

Sectional Final.  Evanston pushed the eventual state champions, Maine West, to the brink of elimination as the 

KITS lost in overtime.  The senior class has an overall record of 44-17 over the past two seasons. 

 

Girls Swimming & Diving: Finished 10th Place in Illinois at the IHSA State Finals as Lucy Hogan won the 

State Championship in Diving and the squad recorded a 7th Place finish in the 200-Free Relay, 9th in Diving and 

11th in the 440-Free Relay. 

 

Wrestling: Won the CSL South Championship for the first time since 2004 and qualified three individuals to 

IHSA State Finals including Ramin Abraham who won the State Championship.  The senior class had 5 varsity 

starters since their freshman year which helped the program earn more than 130 dual meet victories, 12 All-

Conference individual honors and 3 individual Conference Championships. Senior class graduates the #1,#3 

and #8 all-time career wins in ETHS history (Rafael Salinas, Dylan Kull, Ramin Abraham). 
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Most Improved Program ESPY Award 

This annual award is presented to the ETHS varsity team that has demonstrated the greatest overall 

improvement from the previous school year.  Voted on by senior athletes.  

 

Football: Strong senior class led KITS to best regular season record (7-2) since 1998 and first home IHSA 

playoff game since 2010 while breaking individual records for most yards passing and receiving and TD 

receptions. 

 

Boys Golf: The KITS improved to 2nd place in the CSL South with a school record 300 at the conference meet 

and then qualified four golfers to the IHSA Sectional and then Tommy Barbato to the IHSA State Finals where 

he earned 31st place, one of the best finishes in ETHS history. 

 

Girls Golf: After not qualifying a single golfer to the IHSA Sectional in over a decade, the KITS advanced 

three golfers, Clara Lynk, Katie Gemmell and Drew Patterson, the most in school history, out of the IHSA 

Regional. 

 

Boys Lacrosse: Despite graduating 16 seniors the year before, the KITS improved their record from 10-8 to 12-

6 and finished 2nd Place in the Central Suburban League for the first time in over 15 years. 

 

Girls Lacrosse: After losing 9 of 12 starters from a team that went 12-6 in 2018, the KITS finished this regular 

season ranked #7 in Illinois and won the most games in over a decade with 15-4 record. 

 

Girls Swimming & Diving: The KITS went from not scoring a single point at the IHSA State Meet in 2017 to 

scoring 36 points and finishing 10th Place this year as Lucy Hogan won the State Championship in Diving and 

the squad recorded a 7th Place finish in the 200-Free Relay, 9th in Diving and 11th in the 440-Free Relay. 

 

Girls Water Polo: After an 18-14 record the previous year, this year’s KITS went 22-11-1 and advanced to the 

Sweet 16 IHSA Sectional Championship, falling to New Trier in OT by just one goal. 

 

 

 

 

Best Example of Sportsmanship ESPY Award 
This annual award is presented to the ETHS varsity team or senior athlete(s) that demonstrated the best 

example of true sportsmanship over the course of a season or in a specific moment.  Voted on by senior athletes. 

 

Tommy Barbato: Always keeps a smile on his face during his time playing sports here and is a great leader.  

 

Boys Basketball “Litty Committee”: Despite not logging a lot of minutes in the game, the “Litty Committee” 

which included seniors B. Tarpey, T. Neumann, I. Alexander and J. Christian, embraced their role of supporting 

the team from the sidelines while entertaining the crowd with their 40+ ‘celebrations such as Row the Boat & 

Human Hoop. 
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