
2018 E.S.P.Y. Awards 
EVANSTON SPORTS PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR—NOMINEES  

 

All Seniors VOTE on myETHS between May 29-30 (ends at 4:30pm) 

WINNERS HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW 

 

Wildkit Spirit ESPY Award 
This award is presented to the ETHS senior fan or fans voted by seniors to have the most dedication to school 

spirit and sportsmanship in a given year.  

 

o Danny Chafetz 

o Girls Lacrosse Team 

o Jay Moore 

 

 

Best Moment ESPY Award 

This award recognizes the best moment or series of moments occurring in an ETHS sporting event or season at 

the varsity level.  Voted by seniors as the most remarkable, compelling or entertaining in a given year. 

 

“The Shot” (Boys Basketball vs Maine South): Now seen by almost 2 million people, Blake Peters makes an 

80-foot shot at the buzzer to beat Maine South.  “The Shot” was #1 on ESPN’s Plays of the Day. 

 

Enyaeva Michelin makes history again and again: In the fall, she finished 2nd Place in State for Girls Cross 

Country, the best finish in ETHS history.  In the spring, she won the KITS first State Championship in the 800-

Meter Run and broke a 33-year IHSA record in the Mile while earning State Runner-Up honors. 

 

Boys Soccer Sectional Semifinal & Championship: The KITS defeat New Trier and Glenbrook North for the 

2nd straight season to win the Sectional and advance to the SuperSectional for the 3rd year in a row, which is an 

ETHS first. 

 

Girls Soccer back-to-back comebacks: Trailing late in both games, the KITS scored three goals in 5 minutes 

to beat Carmel and then knocked off St. Francis with an Avery Ackman free kick with under one minute to play 

to advance to the title game of the prestigious Deep Dish Classic at New Trier. 

 

Anastasia Goncharova repeats as Girls Tennis State Runner-Up: After a 6-month injury, Anastasia  

Goncharova battles through the IHSA State Finals bracket to advance to the Singles Championship for the 2nd 

straight season for the first time in ETHS history. 

 
Jonathan Wilburn’s State Championship: On his final attempt of his high school career, Jonathan Wilburn 

breaks his own personal record to become the first Wildkit to win the IHSA Triple Jump State Championship. 
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Best Game/Contest ESPY Award 

This award is presented to the Evanston Varsity team/athlete responsible for the best single game/contest. 

 

Baseball Regional Championship vs Fenwick:  Down 0-3, Adam Geibel drives in two runs in the bottom of 

the 6th, setting the stage for Jake Snider’s walk-off  2-run single sending home Harry Porter and Chris Wolfe for 

the KITS 5th straight Regional Championship. 

 

Boys Basketball vs New Trier: Despite trailing by as many as 9 points in the 3rd quarter, the KITS beat New 

Trier 50-49 in OT in front of a sellout crowd in Winnetka to ultimately claim a share of the CSL South title. 

 

Boys Bowling IHSA Sectional: In a performance for the ages, Jake Rubin bowls 1352 to finish 4th Place at the 

IHSA Sectional and become the first ever KIT to qualify for IHSA State Bowling. 

 

Boys Cross Country vs New Trier/Maine South: For the first time since 2003, the KITS beat New Trier and 

Maine South in head-to-head competition. 

 

Football vs Glenbrook South on Homecoming: Drew Dawkins racked up 367 all-purpose yards including 179 

on the ground as the KITS forced 4 turnovers in their 45-20 victory over the Titans on Homecoming. 

 

Girls Lacrosse vs Lake Forest:  In a constant battle back and forth, the KITS overcame perennial power, Lake 

Forest, 10-9, thanks to dominating draws by Marnie O’Malley and a stifling defense down the stretch at Lazier 

Field. 

 

Softball vs Maine South for the CSL South Championship: For the first time in ETHS history, the KITS 

won the CSL South Championship outright beating Maine South 6-1.  Huge performance from Molly Chambers 

on the mound, who also hit a 2-run bomb to the track to solidify the win! 

 

Boys Swimming & Diving win State Championship: Everything came together for the KITS to make history 

as the first IHSA Combined State Champions. Harel Anolick and Trevor Nelson finished 2nd and 4th in Diving, 

Aidan Dillon placed 8th in the 500-freestyle AND, Aaron Holzmueller took 3rd place in all 4 of his AWD events. 

 

Girls Tennis IHSA Sectional:  For the first time in ETHS history, the KITS tied New Trier for 1st Place at the 

IHSA Sectional thanks to huge performances by Lola Knight, Mary Hayes, Lillian Magid, Annie Hedges, 

Margot Connor and 2-time Sectional Champion, Anastasia Goncharova. 

 

Boys Water Polo Sectional Semifinal vs New Trier: After losing to the Trevians on an OT buzzer beater goal 

for the CSL South title earlier in the season, the KITS score 3 straight goals in the final 3 minutes to beat New 

Trier 5-4 and advance to the Sectional Championship. 
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Outstanding Team ESPY Award 
This annual award is presented to the ETHS varsity team voted by seniors to be the most outstanding in a given 

year.  Voted on by senior athletes.  

 

Boys Basketball:  The KITS finished 3rd Place in State in addition to taking home titles in the CSL South, 

IHSA Regional, Sectional and SuperSectional with an overall 27-6 record. This senior class has a record of 55-

10 in two years. 

 

Boys Soccer: Won the IHSA Regional & Sectional Championships with a record of 15-5-4 and advanced to the 

Elite 8 IHSA SuperSectional for the 3rd straight season. The seniors overall record the past two years is 34-7-8. 

 

Boys Swimming & Diving: Won first ever IHSA Boys Swimming & Diving Combined State Championship as 

Harel Anolick and Trevor Nelson finished 2nd and 4th in Diving, Aidan Dillon 8th in the 500-Free and Aaron 

Holzmueller finished 3rd Place in all four events for Swimmers with Disabilities. 

 

Girls Tennis: Anastasia Goncharova finished 2nd place in State Singles and Margot Connor & Annie Hedges 

scored enough points at State in Doubles to give the KITS a 10th Place finish at the IHSA State Finals. 

 

Girls Track & Field: Thanks to Enyaeva Michelin’s 1st and 2nd place finishes in the 800 and 1600, and the 

4x400 Relay team’s 6th place finish, the KITS finished 8th Place in State, their 31st time in the Top 10. 

 

Boys Water Polo: Breaking the ETHS record for most wins in a season with a 28-4 overall record, the KITS 

won the IHSA Sectional Championship and advanced to the State Elite 8 for the first time since 2005. 
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Most Improved Program ESPY Award 

This annual award is presented to the ETHS varsity team that has demonstrated the greatest overall 

improvement from the previous school year.  Voted on by senior athletes.  

 

Boys Bowling: After winning only one dual meet in the previous 5 years, Boys Bowling won 8 matches and 

advanced three bowlers to the IHSA Sectional, including Jake Rubin who finished 4th and is the KITS first State 

Qualifier.  

 

Boys Cross Country: Failing to finish better than 5th place in the CSL South since 2012, the KITS beat 1st and 

2nd place teams (NT/MS) in the regular season, finished 3rd Place at IHSA Regionals to advance as a team to 

Sectionals and qualified an individual runner (Joey Eovaldi) to the State meet for the first time in over a decade. 

 

Girls Track & Field:  Two seasons ago, the KITS failed to qualify any relay teams for State for the first time 

in program history. Last year, they only scored 3 points at the State Meet. This year the KITS qualified in all 4 

relays and scored 22 points, finishing 8th Place in State. 

 

Boys Water Polo:  After a 19-11 record from the previous year, this year’s KITS broke the school record for 

most wins (28) and finished the season ranked #5 in Illinois, winning the IHSA Sectional and advancing to the 

Elite 8 in State for the first time since 2005. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Example of Sportsmanship ESPY Award 
This annual award is presented to the ETHS varsity team or senior athlete(s) that demonstrated the best 

example of true sportsmanship over the course of a season or in a specific moment.  Voted on by senior athletes. 

 

Harry Porter:  Incredible teammate who has a constant positive attitude and energetic presence, bringing the 

same approach to both basketball and baseball no matter the playing time he receives.  

 

Aaron Holzmueller: Aaron was always supportive of his teammates and did his very best, no matter the 

obstacle.  He never complained and always had a smile on his face whatever the outcome. 

 

Girls Volleyball Team:  Win or lose they always carried themselves with pride and stood up (or kneeled) for 

their beliefs.  

 


