
CLOSING THE 
STADIUM EVENT 

June 30, 2016 
Roy E. Davis Field - East 

Aurora High School 
7:30 pm 

 

September 12, 1947 

Dedication of Roy E. Davis Athletic Field 

Hurd's Island for years was the site of Aurora's football games. 
Older citizens will remember the days of being jammed against 
the fence, or sitting in automobiles. For big games, groups rent-
ed hayracks and floats on which to stand, so they could see 

over the heads of the crowds. 

When the Burlington Railroad elevated the tracks, during World 
War I, the road bisected the Hurd's Island gridiron. On January 
19, 1920, the Board of Education purchased ten acres of land, at 
a cost of $1,000 an acre, for the present field. Later purchases 
were made enlarging the field, and from 1930 to 1932, all the 
vacant land from State to Smith Street, between Fifth and Sixth 
Avenues, was acquired as a site for the future new East High 

School. 

At first, the Board of Education did not make provisions for a 
grandstand, so a non-profit corporation was organized to build 
one. So wide-spread was the response that the school board 
realized it was the wish of the people, so they undertook the 
project out of tax funds, and in 1920, the west concrete stand, 

seating about 2100, was erected at a cost of $20,000. 

Following World War I, nine trees were planted on the west edge 
of the field, behind the new concrete stands, as a memorial to 
the following gold-star heroes of that war from East High 
School: Henry Boger, Raymond DeHart, Joseph Denney, Jeffer-
son Hassett, Herbert Klink, Edward McCormick, Earl Muladore, 

Fred Ries, and Louis Wielandt. 

The quarter-mile track was laid out and proved to be one of the 
best in Illinois.  The 220' straightaway was the first one in the 
Northern Illinois conference, which makes the Roy E. Davis 

Field excellent for track as well as for football. 

For several years, the West High team and the Knights of Co-
lumbus semiprofessional team used the East High field at a 

rental of $.05 for each admission. 

In 1929, at a cost of $3200, the present lighting was installed. 
Since this was the first lighted field in northern Illinois, people 
came from other cities to witness night football. The attendance 
of 1929, for the first three games was approximately six times 
that of 1928, so that the cost of the improvement was about paid 

for the first year. 

Temporary stands were erected on the East Side of the field, but 
in 1939, at a cost of about $11,000, the present steel stand, seat-

ing 1300 people, was erected. 

Contracts have been made to double the size of this steel stand 
this fall, at an additional expense of $18,000. The cement work is 
done, and the Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company promises 

the erection will be completed before the conference games. 

-Tom Tosaw 2017-18 Stadium Rendering—Corrigan & Clark Inc. 



Itinerary for Closing the 
Stadium Event - 6/30/16 

7:30 pm - Gates open to the stadium  

7:30 pm - Open viewing of the stadium 
 construction renderings  

8:05 pm - NJROTC present the colors 

8:10 pm - Band - National Anthem followed 
by Main Street America 

8:17 pm –Group Recognition - Current & 
Alumni members of: 

Boys & Girls Track—Boys & Girls 
Cross Country—Boys & Girls Soc-
cer—Football—Cheerleading—
Dance—EA Marching Band  - 
NJROTC—Little Tomcat Football 
Program—EA Old Timers Club 

8:27 pm - Inspirational & Historical  

 Remarks - Kurt Becker 

8:37 pm - Band Plays the Tomcat Fight 
 Song 

8:40 pm - Closing Remarks –  

           Board President:  

 Annette Johnson 

8:47 pm - NJROTC retire the colors 

8:54 pm - Band Plays the Alma Mater - 
 Release balloons. 

9:00 pm - Short Fireworks  
 Presentation 

 
All Times Are Approximate 

Special Thank you to… 

District #131 School Board Members 

President – Annette Johnson 

Vice President – Alex Arroyo 

Secretary – Kimberly Hatchett 

Dick Leonard 

Ken Darby 

John Laesch 

Kirsten Strand  

EA Building & Grounds 

Alex DiMare  

Jesse Vargas  

Tomcat Athletic Boosters 

President - Frankie Zepeda 

O’Malley’s Pub & Grill—Food 

701 Hill Ave 

Aurora, Il 60505 

Phone: 630.898.8700 

Email: info@omalleysaurora.com 

 

FIGHT SONG 

Wave the flag of East Aurora 

The red and black so grand 

Ever shall our team be victors 

Known throughout the land 

You, rah, rah 

With the championship before us 

Without a fear we'll stand 

So wave again that dear old banner 

For they're heroes every man 


