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Senior Christian Ribbe looks at colleges on an iPad 
in Mrs. Rash’s room. Ribbe said that recent events at 
some college campuses have made him think harder 
about choices he needs to make regarding college. 

First Amendment under attack on college campuses

By Senior Annalise Fritz
In America, we have seen the rise 

and fall of different arguments regard-
ing the first amendment. It’s normal 
for people to debate and discuss their 
concerns, and it’s certainly nothing 
new to our country, as we have done it 
throughout history.

Our freedom of speech and ex-
pression is one of the most important 
rights that we have, and ironically, on 
a growing number of college campuses 
nationwide, it has been attacked. Both 
speakers brought to campuses to host 
discussions and students simply ex-
ercising their rights have experienced 

this, as unfair and silly 
as it might seem.

College campuses 
are supposed to be 
a place of education 
where students are 
challenged academi-
cally, exposed to di-
versity of thought, and 
encouraged to take 
their own liberties to 
think freely. But slow-
ly, it seems like this is 
reversing.

People on college 
campuses are being 
stifled and shut down 
within a fraction of 
a second if they say 
something (or have 
said something in the 
past) that is deemed 
“offensive.” Rioters 
go as far as to destroy 
buildings and commit 
acts of violence upon 
innocents, and it’s jus-
tified to them.

Of course it’s not 

right to purposefully say hurtful and 
mean-spirited things to a person, but 
that doesn’t mean people should take 
it to the extreme to show they are op-
posed to or hurt by what another per-
son is saying. Learning to deal with 
being offended by words is important, 
and one would think that by the time 
you’re in college you’d be relatively 
good at it.

In real life, you don’t get to throw 
a molotov cocktail at a Starbucks be-
cause someone said they believe in 
traditional gender roles. That’s just not 
how life works. You use your words to 
respectfully give your opinion and say 
what you believe. Not only will this 
result in more respect towards you, but 
sometimes it can change other people’s 
opinions. When you riot, it only makes 
people less likely to meet you in the 
middle or change themselves.

At UC Berkeley, a college in 
California, $100,000 worth of dam-
age was the result of students riot-
ing the planned appearance of Milo 
Yiannapolous, a popular right-wing 
commentator. A fire was set on the 
sidewalk and windows were smashed 
at the mere thought of him coming to 
the campus and speaking. A girl wear-
ing a “Make America Great Again” 
hat was pepper sprayed for no reason, 
and people were shouting in the faces 
of supporters of Yiannapolous. This is 
not the only time a protest against Yi-
annapolous has turned violent. 

He was simply coming to the cam-
pus to talk about current issues. Before 
he even could say a word or step foot 
on the ground at Berkeley, students 
rioted. His appearance was cancelled 
after this situation.

Stories like these are becoming 
more and more common, and they 
have caused many students to fear for 
their college experiences or rethink 
where they might consider going.

Senior Christian Ribbe was asked 
about his opinions of these riots and 
whether or not it was going to have an 
influence on the school he would be 
attending in the fall of 2018. He said, 
“I think it’s stupid. People say things 
all the time that I don’t like and that 
I disagree with, or even things that I 
find offensive. But that doesn’t mean 
I would start fires and hurt people… 
And yeah, I have considered these 
things when [choosing] a college. I’m 
afraid to go to a school where this stuff 
is happening. It takes away from the 
education, and it’s not okay for col-
leges to tolerate it, let alone back it.”

The only way that this can be 
turned around is by students realizing 
that instead of shutting down some-
one’s freedom of speech or expres-
sion, they can use their freedom of 
speech to respond. Just because some-
one is saying something that you don’t 
like, it doesn’t give you the right to use 
violence to express your feelings.
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Here is the library computer lab at St. Joseph-Ogden High School. Our school 
has desks in nice neat rows, whereas, other schools all over the nation are 
taking part in the flexible seating movement where students are able to sit on 
couches or bean bags during their class periods.  

By Senior Nicole Woller
No one wants to sit in creeky hard desks all day in the same four white-

walled prison cell that we call a classroom. Students and teachers all over the 
school have different ideas of what the perfect classroom would be for them. 

A big movement all across the nation is the flexible seating movement 
which allows students to maybe not sit at a desk the whole period but maybe 
stay on a couch or bean bag chair. This creates an inviting and welcoming 
teaching environment that can help students learn better. English teacher Mrs. 
Lindenmeyer is one teacher that is actively looking for ways to create a more 
comfortable learning environment in her classroom with this movement. She 
said, “I try to switch up the seats and keep things interesting so you guys don’t 
get bored with it.” Señor Sutton is yet another teacher that tried this by adding 
the couch (futon as he refers to it) in his room for a more comfortable touch.

Senior Alana Blair expressed her thoughts on the movement by saying, 
“I think it’s a grand idea.” However, some students, like senior Lexi Adams, 
view the idea as distracting to some but helping improve the ability for others 
to focus.

Junior Grant Sigmond feels that standing in class is better than sitting. 
When asked if she could add anything to a classroom setting to make it better, 
senior Hailey Dukeman said, “Adding a mini fridge so we could have drinks 
would be awesome. You would probably have to buy the drink, but that's ok.” 
The idea would be that it is acceptable to have the drink because the teachers 
would know exactly what we would be drinking. 

Our world is changing according to EdTech: “Students need to be able to 
move around and work in a variety of ways: individually, in small groups, or as 
a whole. The teacher no longer needs to relay information down the rows; in-

Your ideal classroom

stead learning could happen anywhere and everywhere in the classroom.” We 
hardly use paper in classes anymore and we use Google Classroom in most all 
classes for homework and information updates from teachers. Many schools 
already have all textbooks, assignments, and information all on iPads. 

One school has tried a completely new approach to the classroom setting 
by ditching the desks. But this doesn’t mean students won’t have surfaces on 
which to work. Instead of desks, one reporter from the MindShift Blog said, 
“One teacher bought a breakfast nook, similar to what they offer in restaurants. 
The nook tucks into a corner of her classroom and provides a place where 
students can work together, she said. Klein also bought two round tables to go 
on the outside perimeters of her classroom. In addition, she brought in a small, 
square table that fits two people, and is good for partner work.” This gives a 
familiar lounge feel and a more comfortable learning environment. Also, “In 
Riverside County, Calif., Tim Bedley, an elementary school teacher, tossed the 
desks and brought in the sofas. He also worked with parents to paint interesting 
murals on the classroom walls. The end result is a classroom that feels vibrant, 
creative and nurturing” (EdTech). 

Our way of learning is changing all around the world, and the idea of a 
classic classroom setting is going extinct. Every teacher and student has their 
own idea for the perfect classroom. What is yours?
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Freshman Raegan Crippen does her school 
work in computer lab 122 on Thursday, Novem-
ber 4. “I am trying to hurry up and get all my 
homework done, so I don't have to worry about 
it during the long weekend,”said Crippen.  

By Senior Hailey Dukeman
How long is a kid’s school work week? Thirty hours? Forty? Did you know 

that some kid’s work weeks are comparable to adults? For some kids, manda-
tory homework pushes their work weeks even longer, which (for many other 
laborers) is considered overtime. Even without sports or extracurricular activi-
ties, the daily homework they get keeps them on the clock just as long as teach-
ers, lawyers, medical residents, truck drivers, and other overworked adults. 

The homework should stop for many reasons. One, many kids lack at-home 
resources to help them with their homework. Two, many students are in a sport 
for two to four hours after school. Three, students already do seven hours of 
schoolwork in the classroom. And lastly, it is a disaster for teachers. 

Some students lack computers, phones, and even internet or wifi. So how 
is it possible for them to be able to do their homework? Exactly-- it's not. And 
then they get punished for not having their homework done, which is not cool 
either. 

More than half of students are in a spring, fall, and/or winter sport for 
school. Some students are in an out-of-school extra curricular activity as well, 
so they do not have time to do their homework. “I am always busy. I normally 
have softball tournaments on Saturdays, and then on Sundays we go race go-
karts. And it is all in Springfield, so I normally get home around midnight and 
still have to do my homework when I would rather be sleeping,” freshman 
Raegan Crippen said. And throughout the week she has practices all the way in 
Springfield, so Crippen does not get home until around ten o'clock, and she still 
has to do her homework. 

Students already have enough to do in a normal school day, so there is 

No more homework

no point of doing even more 
outside of school. “There is 
no teacher around to help us 
with what we have questions 
about,” senior Sandra Mor-
gan said.

“Homework is basically 
the stuff the teacher couldn't 
cover in class,” senior Alana 
Blair said.  It stresses us stu-
dents out because, again, we 
have other stuff to do.

After all, one teacher 
has about 100 students a day 
which means that there are 
100 extra papers to grade. 
And many students can agree 
that at least one time in their 
school career, they have heard 
a teacher say that homework 
is a disaster for them. So why 
assign it? It would take stress 
off of students and teachers. 
It would make life so much 
easier in the school world.

I know it’s hard to believe, 
but these are newspapers. 
Thanks to technology we 
might not need them. On-
line news seems to be tak-
ing over and running the 
printed papers out of their 
own game, but what makes 
online news better than 
printed? In the end you do 
whatever makes you hap-
py. I’m not trying to make 
you change the way you 
get your news; you do you.

By Freshman Maria Sandwick
It’s a fact that newspapers aren’t as famous as they once were. Some would 

even say that they are dying out at this point. Yes, there are a good amount of 
people still reading the paper, like you, but haven’t you noticed that the media 
is our new big source? Everything happens with a touch of a finger. You can 
know anything about everything if you want. There are good and bad things 
about both. This isn’t about me telling you to not read the paper or not read off 
your phone. That’s all you; this is just my opinion on a weird topic.

Printed newspapers and media websites both give us information on what-
ever we’re looking for, but there are still pros and cons to both. Starting with 
printed paper, the only pro I could think of was that they probably have a team 
of editors working over all the little parts, and that it can physically be held. On 
the other hand, it has some cons to go with it; it’s not free, not always true, and 
there’s always a chance someone only gets part of a story and rolls with it. And 
usually, they are a day or two late from the event. I also find that people who 
read the school newspapers are the people who wrote it, their friends, people 
at the event, or the people it’s about. Pros about online news sources are that it 
has multiple sources and opinions, you can find anything on there, and there are 
different facts and opinions throughout time. Cons? Sometimes a website does 
not have all the details to a story. A good handful of websites are people ranting 
about something they don’t know that well and don’t take the time to research 
what they’re talking about, and since it’s online, there’s a chance that someone 
could change the article, making it false. 

Fake news is a problem for both print and online news. There’s so much 
random stuff out there. People lie or just think it would be funny to let loose of 
something so random that people believe it. Youtuber Jacksfilms has a mini se-
ries where he takes suggestions from his fans and makes fake facts and articles 
that the fans can spread on social platforms to “prank” their friends and family. 
To me, that sounds pretty funny, but some fake news/facts get out there more 
than others. Then more and more people see it, not getting the reference, and 
they believe it. The main point to this is don’t believe everything you or read. 
Heck, this little article could be a lie too.  

Newspaper’s fall
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Freshman Raegan Crippen and her mom, Terwrin Crip-
pen are on their way to Newton, IL, to have Thanksgiving. 
Crippen went to her grandparents’ house to visit family 
and friends that she hadn’t seen since last Thanksgiving.

By Freshman Raegan Crippen
Thanksgiving is a time when friends and family gather around and eat food. 

Well that's not all, but that’s what everyone is excited for. I think for the most 
part everyone knows what Thanksgiving is about. Thanksgiving is a great time 
to catch up with family and have a great time talking to everyone.You have the 
rolls, chicken and noodles, potatoes, green beans, corn, and more.

Food, family & friends 

The point is, 
it’s one of the best 
times of the year 
because you al-
ways get a bunch of 
food. I mean that's 
what everyone 
looks forward to at 
family gatherings. 
Though it is also a 
time to see the fam-
ily you haven’t seen 
in what feels like 
ages. Sometimes 
you might not be 
on good terms with 
family, but Thanks-
giving is definitely 
one of the times to 
make up. I mean 
what's better than 
settling something 
over food? Not 
very many things. 
You can always just 
catch up with every-
one too. 

The best is when you sit around the table with everyone and tell stories 
about everyone, and they always end up with a big laugh. The best thing is 
when you get to celebrate birthdays on top of  having all of the food. If you're 
anything like my family, we have about four birthdays to celebrate on top of 
getting all of the food. By the time we are done eating, nobody wants to eat for 
days. Thanksgiving is a good time to just talk with family and have fun. It's not 
about all the presents and the stuff everyone looks forward to during Christmas. 
That’s why it's good for talking and catching up because nobody is worried 
about presents and you can just hang out with family. Overall, Thanksgiving is 
definitely about the food. 

Seniors Courtney Kneer, Jeremy Cagle, and Jordyn Loghry talk about their 
Thanksgiving traditions while in Mr. Beccue’s advisory. Everyone had an 
identical favorite part of Thanksgiving, the food.

By Senior Lexi Adams
To most, Thanksgiving is a time for family. Everyone has his or her own 

Thanksgiving traditions and their own unique standards. Personally, I don’t 
have a “traditional” Thanksgiving with a turkey and sides all laid out on the ta-
ble. We have oyster stuffing, shrimp, hushpuppies, and of course there is some 
turkey. Every year my family from all over flys back to Virginia Beach, and we 
have a huge oyster roast at our family beach house. We all are outside all day 
long playing beach games like sand volleyball. When the food is done, we sit 
under the deck eating our dinner and listening to the waves.

 My Thanksgiving isn't anything like seniors Courtney Kneer, Jordynn 
Loghry, and Jeremy Cagle. Kneer goes to her grandma’s and has a huge feast 
and watches football with her family. Before and after the feast, they all weigh 
themselves for a contest--whoever gains the most wins. At the end of the day 
they all go Black Friday shopping. 

Loghry has a similar Thanksgiving by watching football with her family, 
having a huge feast, and going Black Friday shopping. However, they also 
watch the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Lastly, Cagle goes to his aunt and uncle's house for a big Thanksgiving 
feast to celebrate with his family.

We all have different Thanksgivings with our own special touches. We all 
surround ourselves with family and food, but all carry on with our unique day. 
I feel it is important to have a day to be thankful for what we have and people 
we have around us, and to share the traditions we create. 

What’s your Thanksgiving 
tradition?
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Pumpkin pie is one of 
my favorite Thanksgiv-
ing foods. I love spend-
ing time with my family 
and eating my favorite 
foods.

By Senior Christina Frost
Thanksgiving is around the corner, and that being said, it's time to start 

thinking about what kind of food you would like to have for Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

Some people might have a totally opposite opinion than me when it comes 
to the “best” and “worst” Thanksgiving foods. You could possibly hurt a fam-
ily member’s feelings if you don't eat what they worked hard to make, or even 
worse, start a family fight. 

Food brings people together in so many ways during the holidays.  All of 
your family comes over, and you get to eat and spend time with family that 
you may not have seen in a long time. There are legendary Thanksgiving foods 
that have been a part of Thanksgiving feasts for ages. There are some items on 
the Thanksgiving menu that I feel don’t belong and consider the worst. These 
include rhubarb pie, sweet potatoes, brussel sprouts, and green bean casserole. 
Everyone’s family is different. Some do traditional foods, some have some-
thing other than turkey, some go out to eat or order out, and some make their 
own creations for Thanksgiving. There are even alternatives for those who are 
vegan. 

In the end, when it comes to Thanksgiving, it's all about spending time 
with your family,  eating a lot of food, and going Back Friday shopping. When 
it comes to Thanksgiving foods, make sure you are eating the best of the best, 
the legendary side dishes, and stay away from items that everyone hates but for 

some reason your fam-
ily members keep mak-
ing or bringing to the 
dinner. Don't forget to 
have fun and even help 
your family out with the 
dinner. Eat until your 
heart's content, and of 
course be thankful.  

The best and worst 
Thanksgiving foods

Senior Bryce Haake shoots a basketball at St. Joseph-Ogden High School 
on December 7, 2016. Haake said,“I’m excited for my senior year, eager 
to get out on the court to get better, and hopefully to make a postseason 
out of it.” 

By Senior Sandra Morgan
In the past couple years, the SJO basketball program has been really good. 

Hopefully they can keep up the tradition. In the 2015-2016 season, the team did 
very well. The boys won state that season, while wearing gray shoes. To try and 
bring it back this year, senior Jordan Brooks chose to get gray shoes. Hopefully 
they can see another state championship in the future. 

When I asked some of the boys what they do on the off season, most of 
them said they work to make the upcoming season better. Some of the boys also 
said that they go to the gym at least 2-3 times a week so they can build their 
strength. A couple of the other boys said that they get up early in the morning 
to shoot around. 

Junior Joel Orcutt said, “I think the team is going to do very well this year. 
We just need to all be fully committed and need to work hard in practice. We 
just have to put our mind to it and we will do good.”

Do we see another 
state championship?
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Junior Abby Schlueter smiles from 
the 42nd floor of a condo building 
on August 23, 2017. She was in 
Alabama during her busy summer 
to volunteer for a non profit orga-
nization called Little Pink Houses 
of Hope. It was a weeklong vaca-
tion for breast cancer patients and 
their families. She cooked meals, 
watched the kids, and helped with 
activities like paddle boarding 
and a painting class. 

By Senior Alexis Downing
Mrs. Lori Hoveln is one of the ladies that works in the office. She is always 

there to greet you with a smile and a hello, no matter who you are. I took the 
time to get to know her just a little more.

Hoveln’s favorite parts of working here at the school are the students and 
the personal connection she gets to make with a lot of them. One way she 
makes such strong connections is through Maroon Platoon. 

“I got involved with Maroon Platoon by first helping another parent. When 
her kids graduated, she stopped leading, so I took over full time and I enjoy 
it very much,” said Hoveln. She says that the administration is usually pretty 
lenient on any themes she wants to do with the group, but one thing she does 
wish she could pull off is wearing jeans to work every day. 

If Mrs. Hoveln could give any advice to the freshman class as we come to 
a close on our first semester of school, it would be “to make the most of every 
minute of every day, because it passes so quickly. Don’t wish your days in high 
school away.” She had similar advice for the seniors: “Same as what I would 
tell the freshmen, but also take what you’ve learned here, go out, and make 
your mark.” 

The senior class has built a pretty strong bond with Mrs. Hoveln over the 
last four years, but she said her favorite memory with the class of 2018 so far 
was the powderpuff game this past homecoming week. She also said that if she 
could help the seniors pull off any senior prank, it would be TPing the school. 
While we all know we can’t do this, it’s a fun thought. Thank you, Mrs. Hoveln, 
for being so much fun and always being someone we can go to!

Lori Hoveln tells senior girls Lexi Downing, Courtney Kneer, 
Taylor Cain, and Sydney Kelso to “get tough” the night of 
the powderpuff game when they played the juniors. One of 
Hoveln’s favorite memories with the senior class was their 
big win that night. 

A favorite face at SJO

By Junior Alyssa Whitlock
Junior Abby Schlueter is one of the busiest people that I know. She’s in-

volved in so many activities, it is crazy. She is involved in FFA, Student Coun-
cil, Scholastic Bowl, band, Rube Goldberg, Spanish Club, SADA, FBLA, NHS, 
drama, church youth group, and church chimes choir. She helps her dad when-
ever he needs something, and she is starting up her own business soon. That is 
crazy! Even the thought of being involved in so many activities is insane.

I asked her how and why she did so many activities because it was just so 
crazy to think about. She said that she has to manage her time a lot and have a 
planner. Everything that she is doing is color coded and arranged by priority. 
She said that she has to make compromises and sometimes choose what activ-
ity she is going to do each day, but she loves it so much. She said she likes to be 
involved in everything at school because she’s never really fit into one group at 
school, so she is used to bouncing around from crowd to crowd. She thinks it’s 
a good experience to do everything that she can in high school. 

She had a busy summer, too. Her band went to Washington, DC to be in 
the Memorial Day Parade, she went to an Officer Retreat for her FFA Chapter, 
she went to FFA State Convention in June, and she followed all this immedi-
ately with a trip to Italy and Greece for two weeks. Then, she went on a church 

Abby Schlueter’s busy life

mission trip to South Dakota. She also went 
to Texas for a week and a half to visit her 
family. Right after school started, she trav-
eled to Alabama for a week to volunteer for 
a non profit organization called Little Pink 
Houses of Hope, and just recently, she went 
to the National FFA Convention in India-
napolis. 

My first thought was how does she 
keeps her grades up. She had a very short 
and to the point answer. “Most nights I stay 
up very late and finish my homework, but 
it does help that I am a fast learner.” She 
said that it does get stressful sometimes and 
becomes too much. She said sometimes it 
feels like everything is crashing around 
her and there is no way she’ll be able to do 
everything she promised to do. When she 
starts to get that feeling, she usually writes 
in her journal and looks at the pages she’s 
written with all her dreams and hopes for 
her future. That usually helps her realize 
that “Everything I am doing today is lead-
ing towards an amazing tomorrow.”

Lastly, although it was probably hard 
for her to choose, she said that FFA was 
her favorite activity because it gives her the 
most real life experience outside of school. 
She has learned public speaking and the 
importance of networking with the people 
she meets. It also really challenges her 
planning which prepares her for her future 
job. She said, “FFA has really become my 
second family.” 
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Junior Aiden Coon takes a picture on the soccer field be-
fore he plays STM at home. Coon said that the team was in 
love with the new uniforms they got this year.

Senior Sandra Morgan’s grandma came to support 
her at the Hoopeston First Church Of God for Little 
Miss Sweet Corn 2016. Morgan won first place in this 
pageant.

By Junior Bree Trimble
Junior Aiden Coon has been playing soccer for 10 years, but when he was 

11, he took a break and shortly after resumed playing again when he was 13. 
Coon said his favorite thing about soccer was that even though they don’t al-
ways come out on top, they have a fun time playing as a team, and they are al-
ways working hard to make each other better as a team and individually. Coon 
said that he played all the positions this year, including defense. 

I asked Coon what position was his least favorite and he responded with, 
“I would have to go with goalie because I have seen how hard some people 
kick the ball and I wouldn't want to be in front of that.” Coon plays on a local 
club team called SJFC. Another question I asked Coon was that if he had any 
specific routine he does before his games and Coon said, “Before every game, I 
always have Bree Trimble braid my hair in advisory, and I always get everyone 
hyped up before the game starts.” 

Aiden Coon

By Senior Alana Blair
Senior Sandra Morgan has participated in pageants ever since her mom 

put her in her first pageant at the age of six months old. The name of the first 
pageant Morgan got involved in was called the Barbie Sunburst Pageant. Even 
though it was Morgan's first pageant, she won first place and has won eight 
pageants since. 

 The furthest Morgan’s gone for a pageant has been Indiana. Some of Mor-
gan's prizes have been candy, gift baskets, trophies, and crowns. The biggest 
prize she’s won has been $400 dollars. Morgan’s last accomplishment in pag-
eants was becoming Little Miss Sweet Corn in 2016. She plans on getting in-
volved in Miss East Central in January. 

Picking out what dress to wear is Morgan’s favorite part of getting ready 
for a pageant. Morgan said, “When I pick out a dress, I can express myself.” 
Before a pageant she listens to “I Miss You” by Miley Cyrus because it reminds 
her of her aunt. In pageants, some of Morgan’s biggest strengths are her posture 
and always smiling. 

Talking in front of an audience is something she needs to work on. Being 
involved in pageants really helps build her confidence. Her family has always 
supported her, but her biggest supporter in her family is her grandpa. Although 
she doesn't plan on being involved in pageants for much longer, she would like 
to be a pageant director. 

Coon said that his favorite memory from this season was when he scored 
the game winning goal from 30 yards to beat Fisher with a final score 3-2. 
Coon said that he has thought about playing soccer in college and he has went 
to many recruiting camps. Coon has received some letters from a couple small 
colleges about his soccer career. The college he would like to attend doesn't 
have a men's soccer program, but he will continue to play for fun. The last 
question I asked him was if he would change anything about the game and how 
it is played. Coon said, “I wouldn't change anything about the sport because it 
is so much different from all the other sports.” Coon can't wait for his senior 
season to get here. 

Sandra Morgan
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By Senior Bailey George

In high school you have friends, and of course among those friends 

can be fake friends. We’ve all been friends with someone and have been 

stabbed in the back. Friends are people you spend time with, open up to, 

share secrets with, etc. Fake friends will talk about you behind your back, 

use you, and just hang around you to know what you’re doing. 

It’s good to know who your friends are and to not share everything with 

people unless you really trust them. Finding good genuine people to hang 

out with can help. If you know someone is known for talking about others, 

it’s probably not a good choice to pick them as a friend. Fake friends are 

pretty deceitful, but there are clues as to whether someone is real or not. If 

they don’t support you or care about your problems, they don’t care about 

you. Fake friends don’t put full effort into the friendship. Most will just be 

around you when it benefits them. Don’t let someone use you. 

Parents are usually good at seeing who your true friends are, so if they 

have a bad feeling about someone, they’re probably right. True genuine 

friends can keep you on track and support you as a person. We need people 

in our lives to motivate us and not bring us down.

If you come across a fake friend, don’t create drama. Just eliminate 

unhealthy people from your life and you will watch life get better. 

Fake friends

By Senior Lana Oryshchyn
Halloween would not be Halloween without haunted houses and scary 

movie nights. As Halloween approaches many people will watch a horror film.  
Horror movies are very popular nowadays, but they existed for hundreds of 
years. 

The first depictions of supernatural events appear in several of the silent 
shorts created by the film pioneer Georges Méliès in the late 1890s, the best 
known being Le Manoir du Diable, which is sometimes credited as being the 
first horror film. These movies have delighted audiences all over the world and 
entertained our basic instincts with horrifying gore, monsters, insanity and the 
supernatural. According to a 2004 paper in the Journal of Media Psychology by 
Dr. Glenn Walters, the three primary factors that make horror films alluring are 
tension, generated by suspense, mystery, terror, shock, and gore, relevance that 
may relate to personal relevance, cultural meaningfulness, the fear of death, 
etc; and unrealism.

There are many different genres of scary movies, such as psychological 
horror, ghost story, werewolf fiction and others.  As we watch such scary mov-
ies, our palms turn sweaty, skin temperature drops, muscles become tense and 
blood pressure spikes. The more these things happen, the more fear we experi-
ence and the more we claim to enjoy the movie.

Whether it’s about suppression, catharsis, or simply enjoying the thrill of 
it all, experiencing horror within safe confines is an important part of every 
culture. Horror films help us understand what it is that terrifies us and make 
bold statements about the world we live in. We can enjoy them, because they’re 
not real. 

According to WebMD, there is a theory for watching horror movies: “One 
popular explanation for the appeal of scary movies, expressed by the likes of 
horror novelist Stephen King, is that they act as a sort of safety valve for our 
cruel or aggressive impulses. The implication of this idea, which academics 
dub ‘symbolic catharsis,’ is that watching violence forestalls the need to act it 
out. Unfortunately, media researchers say the effect may be closer to the oppo-
site. Consuming violent media is more likely to make people feel more hostile, 
to view the world that way, and to be haunted by violent ideas and images.”

According to “Psychology of Fear: Why do we love watching horror mov-
ies?” by Ritu Singh, here is a list of other reasons why people are interested in 
horror movies and like to watch them. These reasons include personal prefer-
ence, curiosity, intense emotions, adrenaline rush, excitation transfer process, 
excitement, sensation-seeking, and dispositional alignment.

Horror movies are not for everybody, and not everyone likes them. It de-
pends on person’s interest in a certain movie genre and reaction to different ac-
tions person can see in a movie. Everyone can make their own choice to watch 
the scary movie or not.

Why do people watch
horror movies?

Visit 
www.sjo.k12.il.us

and click “2018 Yearbooks”
to order your yearbook
today for $50. The cost 
goes up 2nd semester.
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By Freshman Spencer Lahners
The first book in the Divergent series by Veronica Roth, Divergent tells the 

story about a dystopian future where a war causes five different factions to ap-
pear. The factions each focused on the opposite of what they thought brought 
on the war. The factions include Amity, Erudite, Candor, Abnegation, and 
Dauntless. Factions are chosen when a person is 16 years old and is determined 
after an aptitude test takes place. 

In the story Divergent, Beatrice Prior, a 16 year old girl from Abnegation, is 
heading to school for her aptitude test. When she gets her test results she learns 
that she is divergent. Divergence is the aptitude for many factions. This leads 
her to have to keep a dark secret from the others who picked Dauntless on the 
choosing day. She will also meet a boy called Four who will act as her trainer 
during the Dauntless initiation. She also makes a few friends like Christina, 
a Candor transfer who is Beatrice’s first real best friend. She will make other 
friends, but they are not that important to the story until something tragic hap-
pens to them.

Divergent is similar to The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins becasue it 
has many different factions, but in The Hunger Games they’re called districts. 
They are also both dystopian societies and have girls of 16 years of age rebel-
ling against the society they grew up in. The only big difference other than the 
different stories is that in The Hunger Games people are forced in an area, Bat-
tle Royale, style death game. Battle Royale is a movie that forces teens into an 
area and forces them to kill each other, but it came before The Hunger Games. 
It shares a few similarities to The Maze Runner by Wes Ball. One of those 
similarities is how they are both trapped by a wall that is important to the story.

Divergent is part of the Divergent trilogy of books and is the first book in 
the series. The second book in the series is Insurgent and the third is Allegiant. 
Another book, Four, is about some of Fours’s life before the first book. 

The series also has movies out that take the stories and do the movie thing 
where they’re only kind of accurate. The first movie probably is the one that 
follows the books the best. Some of the small change details are fine, but they 
change the way the fear landscape works. Instead of it being like everyone’s 

DivergentThe City of Lost Souls book is pictured, one 
of two covers for the book. City of Lost Souls 
came out on May 8, 2012. It was followed by 
the sixth and final book in the series, City of 
Heavenly Fire in 2014. One reviewer/critic 
stated, “The Mortal Instruments series fea-
tures a rare marriage of extremely intricate, 
fast-paced plotting with ample digressions into 
the emotional lives of characters we’ve come 
to care about deeply. . . .With a movie in the 
works, this is an excellent time for new read-
ers to jump on board one of the most enjoy-
able series in YA. Smart, fun, and epic, these 
books are addictive for all the right reasons.” 
(Gwenda Bond)

City of Lost Souls
By Senior Aryanna Jeffries

The New York Times bestselling Mortal Instruments series continues, 
City of Lost Souls. The danger, suspense, action, and romance continues for 
Jace, Clary, and Simon. Fans know from the previous book, the demon Lil-
ith was destroyed, and Jace has been freed from her captivity. But when the 
Shadowhunters arrive to rescue him, he’s not there. Jace and Sebastian are 
missing. Sebastian, Clary’s evil brother, is determined to succeed where their 
father failed, and bring the Shadowhunters to their knees and wreak havoc 
on the entire world, including the downworld. The Clave’s magic couldn’t 
help summon or even locate either boy, but Jace couldn’t stay away from 
Clary. When they meet again Clary discovers that Jace is no longer the boy 
she loved. He and Sebastian are now bound to each other. Which means that 
Jace has become what he most feared: a servant of Valentine’s (Clary and Se-
bastian’s father) evil. The Clave is determined to destroy Sebastian, but there 
is no way to harm one boy without destroying the other. As Alec, Magnus, 
Simon, and Isabelle scramble to try to locate Jace, Clary finds out informa-
tion that could help her and her friends find Jace and Sebastian, and figure out 
their plan. She’s willing to do anything for Jace, but can she still trust him? 
Can Clary save him from his “mind manipulation” and save him before his 
mind is lost forever? “If a cliff-hanger can be considered satisfying, then this 
book delivers,” (VOYA).

Overall, the book was very engaging and kept my interest. The plot line 
in this book was interesting and kept me wondering what would happen next. 
The plot going into the sixth and final book, is amazing. This book leads into 
a huge and epic final confrontation. The book’s action and romance were 
great and the fight scenes were written beautifully. For me personally, I love 
Clary and Jace. They have gone through so much together, (from the past 
four books) and have still managed to stay together. I also enjoyed any scene 
with Sebastian and Jace in it together. The both of them talking like they were 
friends was amusing and enjoyable. If you’re a fan of The Hunger Games 
series, or the Divergent series, you’ll love this as well!

This is the cover of the book Divergent by Ve-
ronica Roth. The fire is representative of the 
faction Dauntless. Dauntless is the faction that 
focuses on bravery and courage.

divergent, it’s that you have to deal with your 
fears in a dauntless way instead of any way. In 
the book, Beatrice deals with the water tank by 
breaking the glass, but in the movie, she puts a 
sweater in the way of the faucet filling the tank 
with water. The movie for Allegiant has one of 
the biggest differences from the books. They 
changed the way the outside world worked. In 
the books the outside is just a bunch of ruins, 
like in the Uglies series by Scott Westerfeld. In 
the movies it’s a red desolate wasteland.
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By Senior Chase Earl
Christian rapper NF’s new album Perception is a new look on reality. NF 

writes his music less for entertainment or for Christians to listen to, but more 
for anyone to listen to so that they can relate to the music he makes. “Music is 
just therapy for me. So if you don’t like the music, cool. I understand, but you 
need to understand when you put on an NF album, I don’t just write music for 
fun. This is real for me. I say that very explicitly in the lyrics,” said NF.

This new album is the third in his series that he has created for this reason. 
The album cover is him standing in a jail cell that he is locked in while holding 
the keys but not letting himself out. The second song “Outcast” is mostly about 
this and why he doesn’t want to be let out. The reason I think that this is defi-
nitely an album everyone should check out is because the reality of it. He talks 
about things that he has went through in his life and how they have affected his 
life decisions. 

The really great thing is that the album has 16 songs and they are all amaz-
ing! My top three songs out of the album are “Intro III,” “Outcast,” and “My 
Life.” My favorite part about the whole album is that it’s about the struggle 
between NF and fear. The only way he is really able to cope with his fear is with 
the music he writes. Fear is also the thing that actually drives him to produce 
the music he makes. “If it wasn’t for me, you would’ve never wrote therapy,” 
reads the second line in the song “Intro III.” This song is NF fighting with his 
fear because it’s telling him he wouldn’t of gotten anywhere without it. So if 
you are looking for music to listen to and feel like you can relate, then Percep-
tion and even his past two albums Therapy Session and Mansion, are definitely 
something to check out.

NF’s Perception

This is the album cover for NF’s new album  Percep-
tion. This album was NF’s first album to make it to #1 
on Billboard 200 charts. Image creidt: http://rapzilla.
com/rz/news/38-backstage/16228-nf-s-perception-
hits-no-1-on-itunes-s-albums-chart

Little Monsters was a movie produced 
in 1989, and crawled its way into many 
family’s homes. The main cast consisted 
of Fred and Ben Savage, Daniel Stern 
and Margaret Whitton. After having some 
trouble with the move the kids found things 
that would change their lives forever.

Little Monsters
By Freshman Bella Smith

The movie was a total hit for 
most kids and families growing 
up in the 90’s and even for to-
day’s children. Little Monsters, 
released in 1989, was a story 
about a small family moving 
into an entirely different town 
and house. When they move 
in the younger brother, Eric, 
played by Ben Savage, has a 
monster living under his bed. 
After a couple of days his older 
brother, Brian, played by actor 
Fred Savage, decides to switch 
rooms with his younger brother. 
He too hears the monster and 
sets a trap to catch him and suc-
ceeds. He and the monster, Mau-
rice, played by Howie Mandel, 
become best friends and go to 
the incredible underworld of the 
monsters. 

This movie was loved in 
many families’ homes after it 
came out. This 80’s film made 

If you sound in-
terested in this album 
and you like the rapper 
Logic then you’ll most 
likely like NF. They 
both have a lot of seri-
ous topics that they rap 
about. Logic is more 
about society and all 
of the problems in it 
like suicide, racism, 
and sexism. NF tells 
his life story through 
all of the albums he has 
created. But they are 
very much alike in the 
realism in their music, 
and it’s very touch-
ing hearing the things 
they create not only for 
themselves, but for the 
world.

$793,775 in total, and is 100 minutes long, which is equivalent to about 
about an hour and thirty minutes long. Now we can order or watch it on 
Netflix, Hulu, and DVD.

I have watched the movie over 10 times and can easily say the entire cast 
and crew did an outstanding job of putting this together. Although when the 
movie was directed, children’s profanity and households were slightly dif-
ferent, so an age limit may be desired by some parents. I haven’t really found 
any sort of comparison in other movies to Little Monsters. There are other 
80/90’s movies showing younger kids going on adventures and getting lost, 
or just going through things similar to a big move. 

I think Little Monsters definitely deserves more credit for what it got. 
It is a perfect family/children’s movie, and wasn’t noticed until years later. 
I could watch it 100 times over again, with anybody in my family enjoying 
the movie. 

Out of four reviews on a popular review website, Rotten Tomatoes, two 
out of four reviews were negative. After going further into the reviews, the 
two viewers who did not like it did not give reasons to why they did not. 
The critics just left a rotten tomato, meaning that they did not like the film. 
It is safe to say that this was a huge hit for its makers and was loved in many 
households and in the hearts of many. 
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The movie Gravity takes place in space in a spaceship. It is rated PG-13 and 
it’s a great movie.

By Freshman Levi Patton
The movie Gravity was great. It’s about a medical engineer on her first 

mission out of space. It’s her commanders last trip before retirement. During a 
routine space walk by these two people, disaster strikes them. The shuttle gets 
destroyed leaving them both trapped (Dr. Ryan Stone and Matt Kowalsky). 
They both get stranded in space with no link to Earth. They have no hope of 
rescue. They realize that there is one way home,  to venture further into space. 

The girl who plays Dr. Ryan Stone is Sandra Bullock. The commander is 
a veteran in the movie, Matt Kowalsky, played by George Clooney.  Mission 
control was Ed Harris and the Aningaaq was Orto Ignatiussen. The actor of 
Shariff Dasari was Phaldut Sharma and the actor of the Explorer Captain was 
Amy Warren.

My opinion of this movie is that I liked it and I think there was a mean-
ing in the movie. I own the movie and watched it about five times with my 
grandma. We both loved the movie.

Gravity

Officer K (Ryan Gosling) walks in 
the hazy orange sand of Las Vegas, 
hoping to find the previous blade 
runner to help him in his mission. In 
this movie, Las Vegas was contami-
nated from radiation, and the city 
was completely deserted.

By Freshman Joshua Baldner
Blade Runner 2049 is a movie that was directed by famous director Rid-

ley Scott and starred many famous actors such as Ryan Gosling, Harrison 
Ford, Jared Leto, and Dave Bautista. As a sequel to the critically acclaimed 
Blade Runner that was made in 1982, Blade Runner 2049 follows Officer K 
as he discovers a buried secret about replicants that would bring the world 
into chaos. With this discovery, K sets out to find a former blade runner 
(Harrison Ford), who has been missing for 30 years. With K’s discovery, 
many moral and ethical questions are brought up about human and artificial 
life. 

Blade Runner 2049 has an 88% on Rotten Tomatoes, scored by critics, 
which is very close to the 90% on Rotten Tomatoes from the original 1982 
Blade Runner. Overall, I would have to agree with the critics on their score. 
I really enjoyed this movie as a whole, from the action, the music, the beauti-
ful shots, and the overall plot of the story. I believe that the beautiful shots 
and imagery could have its own paragraph in this article because there are 
so many scenes that would be considered “eye candy” but do not distract 
the viewer from any bit of the movie; if anything, they add to the story. The 
grittiness feel of the movie is unpleasant but pleasant at the same time. The 
streets are crowded with people, all covered by rain and lit by neon lights. 
Apart from the cities, there are also post-apocalyptic areas such as Las Vegas 
that are abandoned from radiation, and the air a hazy orange from the sand. 
Although I believe the buildup to the story was a little slow and dragged in 
some areas, I think the movie got better as time went on. 

If you are looking for a great movie to watch this fall, if you like sci-
fi movies, or if you like any movies involving detectives hunting down a 
target, I highly recommend Blade Runner 2049. Although it’s not family 
friendly, it is one to watch if you are looking for a great film. It’s usually 
common knowledge that the sequel to a good movie is never as good, or 
even better than the first, but this is very much an exception to that rule. 
Without a doubt, Blade Runner 2049 is one of the better movies of 2017 so 
far.

Blade Runner 2049
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Junior Michelle Jervis goes out to lunch on 
Veteran’s Day, and she had her jacket to keep 
her warm because it was so cold outside. 
Jervis received her Michael Kors jacket for 
Christmas last year.

By Junior Clare Smith
Christmas is one of the 

best times of the year. There 
are songs, gifts, snow, and 
cookies. Christmas is a time for 
giving and that’s exactly what 
people do. My favorite part 
about Christmas is doing a se-
cret Santa. Sometimes you’re 
blessed with good presents and  
sometimes they’re bad.                     

Mr. Beccue said his favor-
ite gift was a board game called 
Crossfire. He said says if you 
don’t know what it is, look it 
up.

Freshman Sophia Mart-
lage took a moment and finally 
said her favorite gift was her 
iPhone.

Sophomore Aubrey Kern 
said she was happy when she 
got her first iPad.

Junior Michelle Jervis said, 
“The best Christmas gift I have 

What was your favorite 
Christmas gift?

Junior Peyton Crowe kneels on the sidelines during a home girls 
basketball game last season. Crowe said she enjoys eating mashed 
potatoes, rolls, turkey, chili, anything chocolate or peppermint and 
hot cocoa during Christmas.  

By Freshman Kayleigh Roedl
Many people have traditions and favorite foods to eat during Christmas. 

Everybody has a different taste in foods for certain holidays. Some people 
may even eat similar foods and desserts during different holidays. I went 
around and asked a variety of people to see how similar or different their 
favorite foods are during Christmas. 

Junior Peyton Crowe said her favorite Christmas foods are “mashed po-
tatoes, rolls, turkey, chili, anything chocolate or peppermint and hot cocoa.” 
It seems like Crowe would rather stick with warming foods during Christ-
mas when it’s cold outside. 

Senior Tyson Skinner said his favorite foods to eat during Christmas are 
raw Christmas Pillsbury cookies. Skinner likes to eat sweets during Christ-
mas. 

Sophomore Tyler Jones said his favorite Christmas food are Ginger-
bread men and turkey.

Sophomore Brianna Dingman said her favorite Christmas foods are pea-
nut butter Rice Krispies. 

As viewed everyone has a different taste for Christmas sweets and main 
meals. It seems like more people like sweets and warm main meals. It is 
obvious here that no one eats the same things during Christmas.

Students share
favorite Christmas foods

ever gotten was my Michael Kors 
coat because it’s really warm and fits 
in with the small bag that came with 
it.”

Junior Kyler Master was ecstatic 
when his grandfather gave him an 
$800 check.

Junior Aiden Coon said he was 
stoked about seeing his toothbrush 
that was able to stick to the counter.

Senior Courtney Hartman said 
one of her big time favorites was a 
singing Justin Bbieber toothbrush.

Senior Chase Stiner said, “My 
mom and dad got a trip to Cancun, 
Mexico. I also got floor tickets to 
Florida Georgia Line.”

Every year students are blessed 
with all kinds of different gifts. Some 
people say that Christmas if their fa-

vorite holiday because all of the good 
spirits that are flying around. Other 
people say they haven’t had the best 
experience because of no gifts, or in 
their eyes, “bad gifts.”

Yearbooks make 
great gifts! Visit the 
school’s website to 

order!
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