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This fall the drama students are hard at work for the production of Fairy Tale Courtroom. Senior Camryn Mckee was an attorney questioning junior Jonah
Morris, the big bad wolf. It was a comedy about different fairy tale villains being put on trial to prove their innocence to the jury.

Fairy Tale Courtroom
By Senior Lexi Adams
Our annual fall play is about
to make its appearance once again.
On October 21 at 7:00 pm and October 22 at 2:00 pm, it is show time
for the drama students.
This year they are putting on a
show called Fairy Tale Courtroom.
Chandler Dalton, the director, is
doing an amazing job of showing
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the students a comical play.
The play is taking characters
from fairy tales and putting them
on trial for a bad deed. The Big
Bad Wolf and the Wicked Witch of
the West, defended by Evil Queen,
will finally be tried for the demeaning acts for which they have been
accused. Junior Jonah Morris, Big

Bad Wolf, and junior Emmy Daniels, Wicked Witch, argue their side
to convince the jury that they are
innocent.
Something different about
Fairy Tale Courtroom is the jury
actually gets to decide the outcome
based on the information they are
given. They are scripted to choose

a side, so in a way it is like a real
court case. “I think the students
will really enjoy the play,” said senior Nick Cagle.

Read more about the new drama director on page 2.
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ductions for Mr. Larry Williams, our former and dearly missed drama director
and English teacher.

With all of her experience we are lucky enough to have Ms. Dalton back at

St. Joseph-Ogden as the new director and head of the drama department. Her
kick off production in her new position is Fairy Tale Courtroom on both Satur-

By Senior Nicole Woller
Chandler Dalton is a graduate from our very own St. Joseph-Ogden High
School. She has lived here her whole life and walked the same halls we do. She
finished her high school career by graduating with the class of 2014. Afterwards,
she attended Parkland for two years for her associate of the arts major, and
now currently attends Arizona State University with a major in English. During her college years
and even after, she

day, October 21 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, October 22 at 2 p.m.
Ms. Dalton said, “I am very excited for the show this year and even though
I have not done it yet, I have seen it and it inspired me to choose it.” However,
there are challenges that come with this production. Ms. Dalton said, “The
biggest issue is finding costumes to fit every fairytale character, but I know it
will all work out.” She is most excited to see the excited students as they get to
perform, and she can’t wait for the show.

was very involved in
play and musical productions in different
schools and community theaters.
Her spark for
the arts was lit by
Mr. Williams who
encouraged her and
pushed her to get out
of her comfort zone.
She has worked with
Champaign
Theatre

Urbana

Company,

Twin City Theater
Drama Director Ms. Dalton stands in front of the
stage before a practice for the fall play, Fairy Tail
Courtroom. This play took place on October 21 and
22. This was her first play as drama director for the
high school.

Company, and Rod
Sickler Theater for a
total of 20 very successful performanc-

es. Her biggest production was Billy Elliot the Musical for Twin City Theater
Company, where she was the assistant stage manager and had the privilege to
work with a Broadway director. She had been here for two years prior to this
production to help with the 2015 musical of Cinderella and to assist with pro-
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Need something to do?
In between Roch’s and Main
Street Station we capture the
sign of the brand new Kickapoo
Rail Trail, which stretches a long
24.5 miles. The starting point,
located in Urbana, goes through
Champaign and Vermilion counties to Kickapoo. St. Joseph’s
Rail Trail opening was held at
this sign, but the crowd was so
large that it flooded Main Street
and surrounded the sign.

A New, Fascinating Spot
By Freshman Bella Smith
The Kickapoo Rail Trail opening in St. Joseph was spectacular. This event
for a new fascinating spot to spend time was only a couple of weeks ago. Main
Street was jam packed with people of all ages. Within hours, the trail was being
used by bikers, walkers, explorers, and runners.
The workers designing the Kickapoo Rail Trail knew what they were doing
for the trail, as a great way to exercise and spend some family time exploring.
The trail was built and took the place of a retired railroad corridor. The trail
spans across two counties: Vermilion and Champaign. There have been many
people on the trail every day because of its easy access to activities. Some
people use this trail to train for larger events taking place, family outings, going out for walks, and daily exercise.
Families all around St. Joseph have
made plans to go for a family bike
ride and/or walk. You see them almost
every day.
The entrance to the 24.5 mile
pathway is right by our town’s mall on
Main Street. A giant sign is placed on
the side of the road to show the citizens. Every age of people is seen using this trail. It is not uncool or in any
way going to embarrass you. Even
trying to encourage friends is a good
idea to get everyone involved in this
useful cause brought to us to make
staying healthy and entertained easy.
Making it right next to The Zone, our
town’s workout center, makes it easy
for the trainer to fit that in a daily plan.
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Have Some Fun This Fall
By Senior Christina Frost
If you are ever bored in the fall and want something to do or can't think of
anything to do, here are some activities you can enjoy: apple picking, visit a
corn maze, roast marshmallows, host a bonfire, eat corn on the cob, go pumpkin picking, carve pumpkins, make candy apples, eat candy corn, attend a football game, burn some fall-scented candles, or visit a haunted house.
You can go wherever for trick or treating, either in your town or some
people go out of town to larger towns for their candy. For pumpkin carving you
can go to any local store and grab yourself a nice pumpkin; some stores have
whole carving kits you can get. A lot the activities I mentioned you can do at
your own home, like hosting a bonfire or making smores. You can make candy
apples at home with your family, too.
All throughout October, there are all sorts of haunted houses or haunted
corn mazes in your local area, or you can travel out of town. For football games
you can go to school games or you
can watch games at home with your
family or friends, and you can even
have football game parties.
You can buy scented candles just
about anywhere, or if you have a wax
melter you can buy fall-scented ones
and melt those too. One other thing
you can enjoy is pumpkin spice. It's
all the rage now. You can get pumpkin
spice lattes, cookies, bagels, and just
about any food. There are even lotions or bath bombs and again pumpkin spice scented candles and wax.
Halloween is a time of year where
you can be whatever, even if you can't
go trick or treating. You can always
dress up and have a good time, even if
you are not a little kid and can't enjoy
some things you used to be able to enjoy. Just remember there are things for
you to still enjoy this fall.

One thing to enjoy about fall is eating lots of Halloween candy or taking
your younger family members trick
or treating. Halloween was a great
time of year just to be whatever you
want, eat candy, watch spooky movies, and just do all kinds of fun fall
activities.
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Editorial
Feminism: Here is what is wrong with it.

By Senior Annalise Fritz
Feminism. It’s a topic that can
provoke a range of different reactions. Whether or not you consider
yourself politically engaged, it is
very apparent that feminism has
been a hot topic in America recently.
Generally speaking, feminism
has manifested itself in waves in
our society. The first and second
waves of feminism are long passed
and fought for valiant things such
as women’s suffrage and gender
equality on a more broad scale.
The third wave of feminism is
now. And in America, the majority
of things that self-proclaimed feminists fight for are things that have
already been made into laws, or
things that nobody should dare to
whine about when there are people
Senior Annalise Fritz doesn’t consider in the world that are dying of disherself a feminist. She deems herself an
ease, genocide, and starvation evegalitarian, a label that she believes better fits her beliefs. “I don’t consider my- ery single day.
And you’re going to whine
self a feminist because I don’t agree with
what feminism has become today,” Fritz about how video games portray
said.
women’s bodies? Next.
Third wave feminism here in America has also fought against “oppression”
that apparently women face in the U.S.; but we just had three women run in our
presidential election, women aren’t oppressed. If they were truly oppressed,
that wouldn’t have even happened.
Why not worry about true oppression of women in countries like Saudi
Arabia where women just now gained the right to drive? They still cannot do
things independently, such as seek emergency medical care, without the written
consent of a man. There is real oppression that you can fight for.
When asked what oppression that women might face in America was, senior Alita Bachman said, “I think that women sometimes have a disadvantage
in the workplace because, over time, we have mostly seen men in those higher
paying jobs and women are intimidated to pursue the STEM skills. It's not a
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legal issue, it is just something that our society needs to get over.”
When asked the same question, senior Lexi Downing said, “I just don’t
think that women are oppressed in America. They’re oppressed in other countries, but not here in America. In America, women have one hundred percent
of the rights that men have.” She then added, “And the wage gap is a myth.”
It’s easy to see once you take a step back that it might not be what it seems.
Our planet has women that are suffering and desperately in need of American women to be their voice because they do not have the choice to stand up
the way that we do. The idea of feminism is gallant and has gotten us to where
we are today. However, third wave feminism needs to refocus itself and make
fighting for real issues a priority.

What is Safe Spaces?
Safe Spaces is a new group made available to all students of SJO by the
Student Assistance Program. The program is designed to:
•
•
•
•

•

give students a place to get together to talk about important issues we
deal with at school that could impact their educational experience.
provide students a chance to seek one-on-one support from an SAP
team member.
provide a pressure-free space to socialize openly and honestly.
give students a chance to identify issues affecting their education so
that the SAP team can work to improve those issues and the culture of
the school.
provide students a way to learn about resources that can be used to
respectfully educate others about anti-bullying and acceptance.

Students attending Safe Spaces meetings should plan to adhere to the following guidelines:
•
•

•

Listen to one another with an open mind to learn more about one another without making judgments.
Carry out supportive and affirming conversations, as they might not
always agree, but they can disagree respectfully and accept each other
despite their differences.
Commit to confidentiality. What is discussed at the meeting should not
be repeated outside the meeting.
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Should sports be coed?

Junior

Kenny

La-

hners stands in the
school's parking lot.
He wanted to get a
safe place for LGBT
students.

Local Trans Student Trying to
Change the School for the Better

By Freshman Spencer Lahners
Junior Kenny Lahners is trying to get an LGBT club underway to be a safe
space for the LGBT students. Lahners soon learned that Señora Nelson was
trying to start a safe place already. It was originally just Señora Nelson and
Lahners, but Señor Sutton and Mrs. Harbaugh have joined in.
Right now the club is a few LGBT students talking about the school issues
relating to homophobia and transphobia and the changes teachers can make so
that both out and closeted LGBT students feel more comfortable. It isn’t really
a club though. It is a branch of the SAP (Student Assistance Program) called
Safe Spaces. Lahners believes that he is the first student to try to start a safe
place, but he knows that Señora Nelson talked to Mr. Page about getting a safe
place started.
I asked Lahners what he hopes for the club, and he said, “I hope that it will
eventually become an actual club, one for LGBT students to make friends and
work on ways to improve the school in terms of LGBT things. Alongside that, I
want it to be a place where cisnet (cis means not trans) students can learn about
LGBT culture, learn why certain things are homo, bi, or transphobic, and learn
how they, as allies, can help to fight against those phobics. But for now, the
focus is on LGBT students, but allies will be part of the equation--eventually.”
Some things that people can do to make the LGBT students more comfortable are to think about whether or not the words you are saying are offensive
or phobic, and if a trans student corrects you for using the wrong gender, then
use the right one. They probably aren’t yelling at you or getting angry, they're
just trying to correct you so a mistake isn’t made again. Don’t make fun of a
person who is LGBT just because they are different than you. We are all human
and could die at any instance. You wouldn’t want your memory to be tainted by
your words and actions against another being. Follow the golden rule of treating others how you would want to be treated.
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By Junior Alyssa Whitlock
I believe that sports should be coed because some boys and girls don’t get
the opportunity to play a sport because some teams don’t accept the opposite
sex. These sports include volleyball, football, and cheerleading.
In some sports, it is wise to have separate genders but some sports could
benefit from having boys and girls on their team. In basketball, I can see that
it should be separate, along with track because boys are naturally faster and
stronger. In the Female-to-Male World Record Performance Ratio, the study
said, “Top female athletes score at roughly 90% of their male counterparts.” It
is not a lot, but there is some truth to it that the males are faster.
In cheerleading, it benefits the team a lot when they have both male and
female athletes. The males are usually taller and stronger than the girls. Therefore, they can lift the girls by themselves or just make the stunt more stable.
This doesn’t mean all of the guys that tryout for cheer are strong and tall, but
some are. Don’t get me wrong. I speak from experience, and all girl teams can
be just as successful without male cheerleaders, but it can be beneficial depending on the team.
In volleyball, some schools either don’t have a male volleyball team or
they don’t allow boys on the team. If they don’t have a team of all boys, it’s
either because there isn’t enough boys to make a team or they wouldn’t have
any teams to play against that are near them. I know for a fact that in Florida,
they had coed volleyball teams all over the state and there were rarely any all
girl teams. If there is a coed team, both “teams must have a minimum number
of players of the opposite sex on the field at all times during the game,” according to LU IMS (Liberty University) Administrative Staff, who makes the rules.
This keeps it even and fair.
Lastly, in football many girls are able to join the football team, but it is
frowned upon or is at the least, very surprising. Girls could contribute to football in anyway. They could be quarterbacks, kickers, or even linebackers. There
are about 1,600 girl football players in the United States and most of them do
great. In Texas, there is a female football player that is the best kicker on
the team. It all depends on the person,
not the gender. Recently, there has
been a tremendous rise in the number
of girl football players. These girls
can do just as good as boys.
Jonathon Lackey lifts Kelsey Jones in a
coed stunt on August 23, 2015 at Eastern Illinois University’s quad because
it was their “first night” performance.
Lackey showed his strength of being
able to lift someone by himself when it
usually takes three people underneath
the top person, also known as a flyer.
He was on the SJO cheer team, as well
as the EIU cheer team. His love of
cheer was obvious, and he is now the
cheer coach at SJO.
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Editorial
The Importance of Class Rings

By Freshman Joshua Baldner
Ever since the class ring tradition started in 1835, class rings have only
grown in popularity. School rings, or class rings, are a symbol and are worn by
students in high school or college to commemorate their graduation or school
experience. The opportunity to get one of these class rings is typically given to
all students during their years of schooling. Many believe that class rings are
a waste of money and that they are useless, which serve no purpose. I beg to
differ.
I believe that school rings are an incredible part of your high school experience that you should not miss out on. Not only is the ring very cool looking, but
the ring symbolizes you, as well as your involvement in the school. The rings
are customizable, meaning you can change little details about the ring to your
liking. You can change the design on the side of the ring to have a picture of
your hobbies, such as sports. You can also put your school name on the ring, so
it’s specifically for your school. You having this ring with your school name on
it really puts your school, and your experience at the school, literally in stone.
After high school, the ring will hopefully still be around. You can show your
kids, if you ever have them. After graduation, the class ring gains the status of
a “badge of honor” similar to a diploma.
Of course, this is all my opinion, but I think that having a school ring is a
very cool and important chance in your schooling where you can get a piece of
your school forever.
Freshman Alené Bills holds
the packet for ordering a
school ring. Bills planned
on getting a ring, and she
thought it was important to
have one. “They can be important because they hold
the memory of how you go
from a child, going through
high school, and transforming into a new adult.” Like
many other freshmen, Bills
planned on getting a ring,
a promise for graduation in
the year 2021.
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Senior

Gabby

Jones

smiles for a picture the
night of homecoming.
Jones loved her senior
year look in a peachynude long-sleeved dress
and vibrant floral heels.
“I think we should have
a school dance every
other weekend!” said
Jones.

Vise-Versa: An Everlasting Battle
By Senior Alexis Downing
Senior Gabby Jones is known for being a fun, life-of-the-party type of gal.
She loves to be around friends in an entertaining yet safe atmosphere, which is
why she is all for another school dance, preferably a vice versa.
“I think that school dances bring us together and helps us to bond as a
student body. There isn’t as much ridicule and everyone is there for the same
reason--to have a good time,” said Jones. She doesn’t understand why our administration has been incessantly telling the student council ‘no’ in regards to
having an additional dance, like all the area schools do. Jones said, “It is the
same as prom or homecoming. It’s fundraised for and supervised, so what is the
harm in breaking up the boring time between the two other dances?”
There is a lot of speculation about why it is we don’t have one. Some say
it is because of our dancing, to which Jones said, “We dance the same every
other high school does. It is just the way teenagers express themselves. There
is nothing dangerous about it, and if it was a real problem the administration
would do more than walk around to random couples and tell them to ‘stand
up.’” She also, however, said that she wasn’t sure what anyone would be able
to do to stop the dancing they deem ‘inappropriate’ other than threaten to take
the dances away. We are stuck in our ways, and unless we think consequences
will be really bad, we will probably still keep doing it.
Jones does think that we should keep fighting for a third dance. “They are
so much fun and a safe way to spend your weekend. I think we should have
one every other weekend!” If we were to have one, she thinks that it should be
“Fiesta” themed and that it should be held in January after we come back from
winter break.
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Get a recording label, make some
music and get paid.
By Senior Chase Earl
Senior Connor Blobaum is a student that has a big plan for his future and
it involves a couple of friends. He wants to become a music producing group
with a couple of friends. The music they are going to produce is electronic music like EDM, Trap, and Dubstep. He plans on going to college to study for his
dream job at Parkland. Studying general music and music production is what
he is wanting to do while he is there.
“You need to study music in general just so you can have an understanding
of sound engineering,” said Blobaum. There are many things that have influenced Blobaum into wanting to go into the music industry.

The SJO marching band performs at the EIU competition on September 30,
2017. They played their Bruno Mars runthrough which includes “Runaway
Baby,” “Treasure,” “24K Magic,” and “Uptown Funk.” This picture was captured during the first song Runaway Baby.

EIU Marching Band Competition

Senior Connor Blobaum works at home on FL Studio trying to
make a beat for a new song. He liked trying to experiment and
trying to find new notes and beats to put in songs in his free time.
“Even though they don’t make electronic music, I have always looked up
to The Who, AC/DC, and Metallica,” said Blobaum. He looks up to them because they get up on a stage and play in front of a lot of people. His biggest
dream is to be that guy on the stage in front of a lot of people performing music
that he loves. His motto for how he plans to pursue this dream is, “Get a recording label, make some music and get paid.”
He wants to get on a big recording label so he can travel around the world
with his group and go on tour. He doesn’t have any specific labels in mind but
knows he wants to tour the world. One of the places he would like to travel to
is Belgium so that he can perform at Tomorrowland. It is a big electronic music
festival that goes on once a year. He mostly just hopes to make music for people
to enjoy and perform it live across the world to spread happiness.
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By Freshman Maria Sandwick
The SJO marching band went to the EIU marching band competition. All in
all, it was an upbeat area. Bands from different districts seemed very friendly.
We did our show, felt pretty good about it, and enjoyed watching others as they
did their best. People walked around, laughing, talking, and wondering how
they did in the show. After lunch they went back to the stands. The big bands
started to come out. They had amazing shows and all of them blew us away. Jon
Wooten and Dakota Franzen, both freshman in percussion, thought Mahomet
and Monticello were some of the very few that left them in awe.
Then came time for awards, and people were on the ends of their seats, hoping their school/section got the best score. We got sixth place in participation.
Although we didn’t get first, we still were happy for the other bands there. Now
we just have to practice harder, get good at what we do, understand what we
did wrong, and destroy it. I went around and asked fellow band members what
we need to improve on.
“We need to work on staying together and sticking together when we play,”
said Wooten, freshman, snare drum player.
“A lot of people were out of step. We need more confidence and energy,”
said Nadirah Edwards, freshman, flute.
Percussion instructor, Mr. Davis showed percussion the judge’s tape and
had them take notes of what was being said to work on or a mistake that is repeated multiple times. One was they didn’t start together, as if we were in our
own little world. We worked on staying together and not going off tempo. Some
had their own ideas of what they needed to improve.
“For me, keeping with the tempo of the drum major is what I need to work
on,” said Chase Earl, senior, drum leader.
“I think playing together and playing the same tempo would help, or practice together,” said Franzen, freshman, bass drum player.
With hard work and determination, SJO marching band can climb back to
the top, like two years ago when they won 1st and 3rd place for their 007 show.
Good luck, and better luck next time marching band!
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Profiles
Tianna McCune

Alyssa Lynch

By Senior Alana Blair
Junior Tianna McCune is a
cheerleader at St. Joseph-Ogden
High School and shared the following about her experiences in
cheerleading. Her biggest supporter throughout her cheer experience has been her mom. Ever
since she started cheer, her mom
has paid for everything she needed, came to watch her cheer at
camp in the summer, and drives
her to practices. She has cheered
since she was just three years old.
Her mom put her in cheer,
and she fell in love with it and has
cheered ever since. She decided
to tryout for cheerleading in high
school because she loves to cheer.
At football games she looks most
St. Joseph-Ogden junior cheerleader Tianna McCune takes a selfie in a friend’s forward to watching the game up
car. After she took this selfie, she had to close on the sidelines. On the sidemeet her team. Once she was with her lines, she enjoys cheering on the
team, they prepared for the game by football players while doing her
stretching and warming up stunts, pyrafavorite jump, the right hurdler, to
mids, and jumps. Once the team warmed
up together, they took a break and then show her enthusiasm for the sport
took their spots on the track on the side- she loves.
lines so they were prepared for the footWith a spot, she can do a back
ball game to start.
handspring. When she is in stunts
and pyramids, her favorite position is flying. When she's cheering, her favorite
part is entertaining the crowd. Although she likes football cheer, she prefers
cheering at basketball games.
After this football season comes to an end, she will cheer during the basketball season. The biggest strengths she has in cheer are flying and jumps.
If she could learn anything new this year, she wants to learn how to fly more
advanced stunting. She does not cheer outside of school, but when the time
comes, she wants to be a cheerleader in college.

By Freshman Raegan Crippen
Alyssa Lynch is a freshman in high school. She is doing cheer this year.
She has been doing cheer since she was in 1st grade, so she has been doing
cheer for eight years, about to be nine. She said she started doing cheer because
she was inspired by her cousin. She always thought it looked fun so she went
ahead and tried it. She has since stuck with it.
Her favorite thing to do in cheer is stunting. Her favorite jump is a right
hurdler. Something she needs to work on and get better at is tumbling. Her
strong suite in cheer is she is really good at memorizing the cheers. She also
needs to work on being louder during games and practice. In tumbling, she
wants to learn how to do a backtuck and a back handspring. I asked Lynch if
she has ever been pushed out of her comfort zone in cheer. Her comment to
that was “yes.” She said when she was told she had to fly in a stunt. It was very
nerve wracking for her and she was scared. When she got up there, she was fine
and had a lot of fun.
Lynch is planning to keep on pursuing cheer. Something you always have
to remember is that you can't be worried about messing up. Tips that Lynch
would give to someone would be always smile. Make sure you are always loud.
The number one thing is to not let your attitude get in the way of you and your
team learning something new. You always want to make sure your attitude is
positive. It definitely gets
in the way of many things
and not only are you in
a bad mood, but you put
the rest of your team in a
bad mood. Another important part of cheer is if you
don't have confidence that
a stunt is going to go up,
it usually won't. Once you
believe and actually try, it
either works better or goes
up. Nothing is ever going
to be exactly how you want
it, but that's how every- Alyssa Lynch and Raegan Crippen are at the
St.Joseph Middle School getting ready to graduthing works.
ate their 8th grade year, and they got a picture
together. Lynch did cheer her 8th grade year and
is a cheerleader this year.
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Makenzie Barron
By Freshman Kayleigh Roedl
Makenzie B. Barron has been a cheerleader since she was three years old.
Barron is very experienced and would gladly help teach cheerleading. Barron
has attended 14 cheer competitions. Her main position as a freshman in St.
Joseph-Ogden High School cheer is as a flyer. She is so dedicated to cheer, she
cheers for football and basketball. Barron states, “Cheering for football is more
interesting than basketball because I understand football more.”
Barron has been hurt in cheer but nothing serious as in a broken bone.
Barron is known as Kenzie by the cheer team. I asked Barron how well the
team got along or if they do. She said, “For the most part. Sometimes we have
disagreements, and we get frustrated at each other.”
Every position in cheer can be dangerous. A flyer could be dropped out of
a stunt. A base and backspot have to worry about a flyer falling on top of them.
Barron is so experienced she even considered doing competitive cheerleading,
but she had to drop that dream when she broke her arm. Thankfully, Barron is
considering it again after a year of her arm recovering.
Cheerleading can be very expensive. Barron believes your first year is the
most expensive because years after you don’t have to buy warm ups and pompoms. Barron spends a lot of her time practicing for cheer after school or even
on the weekends. Her team spends two to three and a half hours at practice.
Barron enjoys cheerleading and is very good at it. We all hope that she continues cheering and one day even considers coaching here at her hometown.
Makenzie B. Barron has put cheerleading in her whole life and loves it very
much.
Senior Anastasia Gordon flies in the middle spot in a pyramid on a Friday
night at the SJO football field. The football game was against STM. There
were many smiles that night because the football team won the first game
of the year.

Anastasia Gordon
By Senior Sandra Morgan
Senior Anastasia Gordon is a very hardworking student. Gordon is an
NHS member, and she is also in student council. This has been her fourth year
on the varsity cheer team, and now she is a cheer captain. Gordon has been an
advocate leader throughout high school. She is very positive throughout the
hallway and is always willing to help someone who is in need.
When asked, “How would you describe Anastasia?” senior Hailey Dukeman said, “She's smart, a good captain in the cheer team, and she treats people
right. She is also a very good person to have as a friend.”
After high school Gordon wants to become a doctor, she has been looking
at many colleges throughout the U.S. Her main school that she would like to
attend is the University of Illinois. Gordon said, “I am very excited to go to
college, but I am also very sad to leave my friends here in SJO.”
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Makenzie Barron, freshman
cheerleader at St. JosephOgden High School, is the
main flyer on top cheering
on the SJO field against
Pontiac High School. The
football team lost 27 to 23.
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Profiles
Rylee Walsh

Sophomore Hannah Dukeman walks off the field after batting practice. Dukeman was a catcher, but hoped to become a center fielder when she plays at the
collegiate level.

Hannah Dukeman
By Senior Hailey Dukeman
Sophomore Hannah Dukeman has a lot in store for herself in her upcoming
years. This high schooler is not just any ordinary high school student. “I don't
have a free day of the week. I am either at workouts for my softball team or at
softball practice,” Dukeman states.
Going into high school, Dukeman’s head was set on going out for track
and not softball. “If it was not for Coach Wolken, and his fight to get me on his
team, I would be doing track,” said Dukeman. According to Dukeman, Coach
Wolken bugged her every chance he got. And if it was not for him, Dukeman
would not be as successful as she is today.
Approximately five colleges have approached Dukeman with offers. Ball
State, who gave her an offer that is basically a full ride for all four years, is on
top of her list.
Dukeman is on her travel team as well as her school softball team. The
school team placed second in the state tournament in 2017, which was Dukeman’s freshman year. She has been a catcher her whole softball career, but it
was not until recent years that she now wants to go to college and be a center
fielder. “I know I can trust myself to get all the balls nobody else will get,” she
proudly stated. When colleges approach her for her catching skills, she puts
them on the bottom of the list because even though she is SJO’s best catcher,
she strives to be a center fielder. “I'll be a catcher if they need me to, but I want
my main position to be center field,” Dukeman said.
Hannah Dukeman is only a sophomore and has three more softball seasons ahead of her to accomplish her goal and with help from Coach Aaron and
Coach Wolken, that won’t be a problem.
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By Junior Bree Trimble
Junior Rylee Walsh plays on the St. Joseph-Ogden High School volleyball
team. Walsh said, “I love how athletic we are. We are all very close so it makes
it easier and more comfortable to play with them.” Walsh is a one-sport athlete
and just plays volleyball. She has been playing volleyball for six years, eleven
seasons to be exact and will be going on to her twelfth season this winter. She
plays on a travel volleyball team from Champaign called Primetime.
Walsh is a setter, but her favorite position is a defensive specialist. In her
opinion, the best thing about volleyball is meeting new people and creating long
term friendships with her teammates. If she would pick to play a different position she said she would want to be a libero because she thinks it’s the coolest
position on the court. Another question I asked her was if she wanted to continue playing volleyball in college if she got the chance to, and she said, “I haven't
really thought about it much, but if the opportunity comes up I would strongly
consider it.” She would love to coach volleyball when she gets older. She says
that the atmosphere of high school sports in a small town have always been
so much fun to be around
and she would love to see
how it is from a coach’s
perspective.
Walsh said that the season was going pretty well
in her opinion, especially
since they are young. She
said they are young and
inexperienced, so when
it comes to playing at the
varsity level, the bench
goes so deep. They have so
much talent, it will pay off
in the end.
The last question I
asked Walsh was what
sports she would want her
kids to play when they got
older and she said, “If I
were to have a boy I would
love for him to play football, baseball, and basketball and if I were to have a
girl I would of course want
her to play volleyball and
Junior Rylee Walsh sets the ball at the home game
also play tennis.”
against STM on September 21, 2017. She set the
ball to the outside hitter so they could score a
point. The Spartans lost in two sets to STM.
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Mrs. Franzen
English teacher Mrs.
Franzen is at her
desk during advisory
period on October
5, 2017, grading her
students’ quizzes and
had gotten through
grading most of them.
When asked what she
does to help prepare
students for quizzes,
she answered with,
“We review multiple
times in different
ways, and I try to
make things build off
of each other so they
can remember.”

By Senior Aryanna Jeffries
I recently interviewed English teacher Mrs. Franzen about education and
her views on teaching. Most teachers have some goal that they want to accomplish later on in life. For me I hope I could accomplish “stage fright” including speaking in front of people my age. When I asked about why she chose to
become a teacher, she responded that she’s always liked learning, and she had
done volunteer work in education, and she thought it’d be a good job.
Strengths and weaknesses in teaching could make or break you in your
students’ educations. When asked about hers personally, she believes that she
has the strength of being able to build a good relationship with most students
quickly. But, as a weakness, she believes that at times, she is too nice. In my
opinion, if I could choose one subject or grade level to teach, it’d be history and
first grade because Mr. Kieffer seems like he is genuinely interested in the subject, and not like he’s pretending to enjoy teaching it. I’d choose first grade because I like kids and would enjoy being around them more. For Mrs. Franzen,
she couldn’t choose just one other subject to teach because she likes them all.
When asked about what the role/responsibility of a teacher is, she stated
that they’re trying to teach students a set of certain skills, but teaching them
responsibility and good citizenship is equally important so they can have the
best chance in being successful in life. If I could choose four words that could
describe my all-time favorite teacher, I’d use: understanding, caring, responsible, and happy. For Mrs. Franzen, previous students had said that she is: nice,
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happy, outgoing, and understanding.
What would you do to help prepare your students for quizzes and tests? I
would make sure that they had plenty of time outside class to study, and I would
review in class at least three days before the quiz. Mrs. Franzen replied that she
reviews multiple times in different ways, and she tries to make things build off
each other.
When asked if she would describe herself as a “tough” or “understanding” teacher and why, she said she would be a mixture of both, but mostly
understanding than others. She has a certain expectation, but she thinks that
she’s mostly understanding. When asked what the most frustrating thing about
teaching is, she responded that it's frustrating when students are rude or disruptive to each other and her. Also, its frustrating when students expect to be overcoddled, and that it bothers her when her students aren’t responsible.
If I had an opinion that I could express to teachers about noise, I’d say that
I absolutely hate noise, especially when people do it deliberately for attention,
and when people are just obnoxious and they want to make people mad by
making stupid/silly noises. Mrs. Franzen has mixed feelings. She doesn’t like
disruptive noise at all, unless it is appropriate to a certain lesson or activity.
Finally, when asked about where she wants to be in ten years, she responded that she wants to still be in St. Joseph, and she wants to still continue in her
teaching career. To me, that sounds like a great future goal, and I can see her
achieving that goal with no problems.

Abbey Moberg

By Freshman Levi Patton
Everyone has someone they admire. Freshman Abbey Moberg said,
“My grandmother is the main person I admire in my family. I love her, and
I couldn't ask for a better grandmother.”
Moberg said, “The main reason I admire her is because she is kind and
loving. I admire her too because she is loving, strong, and a caring person. I
would do anything to help my grandmother out.”
Moberg said that she goes to her grandma’s house all the time and that
her grandma’s comes to her house too. Moberg said, “I love visiting my
grandma. Everytime I see her,
she makes me laugh.”
“My grandma has no bad
features, I think she is perfect.
She does have better features
than other ones. I think her best
features are her sense of humor
and her smile,” said Moberg.
Abbey Moberg is with her
grandparents, grandpa Jerry
Nelson and grandmother Dona
Jean Nelson, on May 18, 2017,
at the 8th grade graduation.
Moberg admires her grandma
a lot.
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Make it a Movie Night

Movies

By Junior Lana Oryshchyn
Movies play a great role in everybody's lives. We go to the cinemas, watch
movies at home, and sometimes at school. It’s a good way to entertain yourself.
You can choose different films in any genre you want: comedy, drama, thriller
or even horror. But there are so many movies to watch that it’s impossible to
watch all of them and also not all of them are good and worth watching. That’s
why lists of the best movies are very useful. Here are the top 5 movies of 2017
that everyone should watch.
1) IT (Horror) Even though this movie is terrifying, you'll laugh during it. The
story is based on Stephen King’s best-seller about seven children in Derry,
Maine who are terrorized by a creature, which can appear in different children’s
phobias and fears.
2) Get Out (Thriller) This movie is about a mixed racial couple and everything
seems to be good at first. For everyone, meeting your partner's family is a very
serious and happy step, but for the main character, this event will not turn out
well.
3) Wonder Woman (Science fiction) The film tells the story of Princess Diana,
who grows up on the Amazon island of Themyscira. After American pilot Steve
Trevor crashes offshore of the island and is rescued by her, he tells the Amazons about the ongoing World War. Diana then leaves her home in order to end
the conflict, becoming Wonder Woman in the process. She wants to kill the god
of the war, Ares, because she thinks it will help to stop the war. But nothing is
that easy; the main characters will overcome different obstacles.
4) Kingsman: The Golden Circle (Action) Kingsman: The Golden Circle is an
action spy comedy film. It is a sequel to Kingsman: The Secret Service (2014).
So you should watch the first movie
before watching this. This movie has
many positive reviews from different
critics. “This sequel to Kingsman: The
Secret Service has just as much slick,
inventive, crazy action and is just as
much fun,” said Jeffrey M. Anderson
from Common Sense Media.
5) Baywatch (Comedy) It’s based on
the television series of the same name.
It has an amazing cast and funny plot
will definitely make you laugh. This
movie is perfect to watch with your
friends.
I think these movies will be a great
choice for a perfect movie night with This is Pennywise the Dancing Clown
your friend or just by yourself. They from the movie “IT” and the Swedare very interesting, with unpredict- ish actor who played Pennywise, Bill
able plots and amazing casts. All of Skarsgård. This showed how the acthem are different in genres so every- tor’s face changed after putting on the
one can find one movie they’d like to makeup of the clown.
watch.
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The
Mountain
Between Us

By Senior Bailey George
This movie is about two people
who are stranded on a mountain after a tragic plane crash. They have to
work together to survive after they realize there is no help on the way. They
The Mountain Between Us came out
journey across hundreds of miles of
October 6, 2017. It was about two
wilderness and discover strength
plane crash survivors who worked
along the way.
together to fight for their lives in the
This movie has a rating of 4.5
High Uintas Wilderness.They ended
out of 5 stars. One reviewer stated
up falling in love and developing a
it was “A dreary but diverting highrelationship.
altitude romance that’s superimposed
onto a classic story of survival.” Two
strangers, who didn’t even know each other until this event, become close as
they have to work together. They develop feelings and romance for each other
throughout the movie. Another says, “Idris Elba and Kate Winslet sell the characters and situation fully, establishing a deep relationship that will enthrall audiences.” Overall, this is a good movie and displays some graphic, gory scenes,
along with some romance.
I think this movie is an overall good movie to go see. If you’re into romance or graphic scenes, this movie would interest you. It’s a realistic plot that
could happen in real life. It shows how even though you don’t know someone,
you can come together and make something good out of a situation. These two
people who fight for their lives in the extremely cold wilderness develop a
relationship throughout their journey. When something challenging or horrible
happens, it can bring people together.
Alex Martin (Kate Winslet) and Dr. Ben Bass (Idris Elba) face injuries and
extreme weather conditions in High Uintas Wilderness. This story takes place
in northeastern Utah, in the United States. Alex Martin is a journalist and Dr.
Ben is a surgeon, two very different occupations. Their differences and struggles don’t get in the way of them coming together and developing feelings for
each other. Their survival depends on each other, so they have to fight together
as best as they can. Fighting for their lives and hoping that rescue comes soon,
they get to know each other and find their strengths.
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