
 

Mattoon Middle School Purrfections Dance Team 

2021-2022 Tryouts 

CLINICS: 

• Tuesday, June 1: 1:00-3:00 p.m. 	
• Wednesday, June 2: 1:00-3:00 p.m. 	
• Thursday, June 3: 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Tryouts: Friday, June 4 at 11:30 a.m.	

WHAT TO EXPECT: You will learn a short dance routine (approximately 1 minute) that incorporates jazz 
and pom technique taught by the head coach. The following skills will be evaluated as well: flexibility, 
leaps, pirouettes, turn combinations, jumps, and a combination move of choice. Candidates will try out 
in small groups and will be evaluated by a panel of judges which does include the current coach. There is 
no preset number of dancers selected for the team. The team will be chosen based on the break in 
scores. The head coach has the final decision regarding the team, and these decisions are FINAL. 
Dancers will receive a personal response at the call backs regarding the results of the tryouts. 	

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THIS PACKET: You are responsible for filling out the information sheet and 
returning it to the office of your school by THURSDAY, MAY 20 AT 3:30. You may also bring the 
information sheet the day of clinics if you forget. Please try to have them in by the above date so we can 
have a head count of tryout participants. 	

MUSIC: If you would like a copy of the music used for tryouts, the music can be emailed to you following 
the first day of tryouts. Please do not request music before the first day of clinics. 	

CLINIC ATTENDANCE: Attendance during tryout week is MANDATORY, unless it has been excused by the 
head coach. You MUST notify the coach if you will be gone—do NOT have a friend pass along the 
message for you! Coaches can be contacted by email (mattoonjh@idta.org). If you must miss a day of 
clinics, it is your responsibility to learn what was taught while you were gone. If you participate in a 
school sponsored spring sport, that should be your first priority. 	

WHAT TO WEAR: Please wear non-restrictive and non-revealing clothing that allows you to learn and 
dance comfortably. Tennis shoes or dance shoes are required—no socks or bare feet. Hair must be 
pulled back and out of your face at all times, and all jewelry (including earrings) needs to be removed. 
Please wear a mask. 	

ELIGIBILITY: All students who will be attending Mattoon Middle School during the 2021-2022 school 
year are eligible to try out for the team. You must have an updated physical on file (conducted by a 
doctor) and be registered on the Mattoon Middle School 8 to 18 website in order to participate in any 
of the tryout process. If any of this is not completed, your dancer will have to sit out of tryouts and 
clinics. No exceptions.  



JUDGING CRITERIA: The following areas will be considered during judging: 
1. Appearance: Neatly and appropriately dressed, including hair 
2. Projection: Eye contact, body language, and smile 
3. Dance Ability and Rhythm: Able to complete steps, in control, on beat  
4. Knowledge of Routine: Confidence and memory 	
5. Precision and Form: Sharp movements, full extensions, correct technique 
 

Judges will be looking for potential as well as mastery in your skills. These skills will be outlined at the 
clinics. 

ABOUT THE TEAM: The Purrfections Dance Team is a state championship winning dance squad that 
performs at boys and girls home basketball games throughout the year, as well as a few special 
performances. The team attends several IDTA competitions, which are held in December, January and 
February. Our team takes our performances very seriously, and we practice seriously. Being a member 
of this team requires sacrifices, but the rewards are great.  

ATTENDANCE EXPECTATIONS: Participation during summer practices and NDA overnight camp is not 
mandatory but is HIGHLY encouraged. If a dancer does not attend the majority of summer practices, 
they can still attend camp but will not be eligible to perform the exhibition routine at camp or anytime it 
is performed throughout the rest of the season. During the school year, practice will be 3-5 times a week 
and will be structured around the basketball schedule. During the year, monthly calendars will be given 
out with performance and practice dates and times. Practices during competition season are mandatory 
if you wish to compete. 

FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS: The Purrfections Dance Team is self-supporting, so new members should 
expect an initial expenditure of approximately $350 for basic items that will be used throughout the 
season, and will continue to be used throughout their time on any of the Mattoon dance teams, middle 
school or high school. Returning members of the team can expect to reuse most items. Many items in 
this initial expenditure are items that potential new members may already have, such as leotards, tights, 
jazz shoes, etc. Camp will be approximately $345 and is completely optional. Additional costs 
throughout the year will include costumes and camp wear. We will have fundraisers throughout the 
year to help with costs. Additionally, many, if not all of the items will be available for purchase at half 
price from a former Purrfection. More information on this will be discussed at the first parent 
meeting. No candidate will turned away due to financial constraints. Please contact the coach if this is a 
concern and we will be happy to help. 

Being selected as a Purrfections Team Member is a privilege that only a few people experience. There 
are many who would like to be selected and who are willing to give the time and effort necessary. 
Responsibility to the team and its members will be of the highest priority.  

We are more than willing to answer any questions you may have about the team or the tryout process. 
We can be reached most easily through email (mattoonjh@idta.org) Good luck and thank you for your 
interest in becoming a member of the state champion Mattoon Middle School Purrfections Dance Team! 

 

 



Important information about Tryouts:  

1. You will be placed in groups of two or three to tryout. This will be a random 
assignment.  

2. You must have your hair up out of your face; ponytails and buns are preferred.  

3. You MUST wear appropriate dance shoes or tennis shoes as well as a mask. 

4. Be on time. If you are late to clinics without first notifying the coach with a valid 
excuse, it will be frowned upon. If you miss your scheduled tryout time, you will be 
taken off the list.  

5. ALL jewelry must be removed - including earrings.  

6. NO GUM!  

7. Wear form-fitting dance attire (no midriffs showing).  

8. Please bring water with you to clinics.  

9. Clinics and the tryout will be in Hash Gym (the old gym). Please enter through the 
main entrance of the building. 

10. On the day of tryouts, dancers will wait in the cafeteria for their number to be 
called. 

11. On the day of the tryout, dancers will be free to leave the building after they have 
completed their audition. The exact time the dancer is finished will depend on their 
number. Please be in contact with your dancer throughout the day so that you know 
when they have completed their tryout. Please return for callbacks. 

CALLBACKS: Each potential new member auditioning will receive a letter stating the results of 
their audition. Each candidate must be present at this call back to receive the letter. If for some 
reason you cannot be in attendance, a parent may pick up this information for you. If no one is 
there to pick up the letter, then it will be mailed to the address provided on the dancer’s 
application. Do NOT contact the coach to find out your/your child’s results. Callbacks will be at 
approximately 3:15 in the main foyer as you enter the building. The exact time of callbacks will 
be dependent on how many candidates tryout and how long the tryout process lasts. Once you 
receive your letter, you must wait until you are off of campus before opening it. DO NOT open 
the letter immediately after receiving it.  



MMS PURRFECTIONS 
 PERSONAL INFORMATION CARD 

Please complete, print carefully, and return to the main office of your school on or before  
THURSDAY MAY 20 AT 3:30  

 

Name: ________________________________________ Grade Entering: ____________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________  

Dancer’s Phone: ____________________________________________________________  

Guardian #1’s Name & Phone: __________________________________________________  

Guardian #2’s Name & Phone: __________________________________________________ 

Email Address (Parent): ______________________________________  

Birthday: _____________________  

Emergency Contact Info: _________________________________________________________ 

Other Activities at MMS/Elementary School: _______________________________  

Previous Dance/Performance Experience: 

 

 

Please list any tumbling/acro skills and experience if applicable (this will not affect your tryout): 

 

What can you bring to the team that sets you apart from others?  

 

 


