
MMS 2020-2021 Fall Sports Announcement - August 4, 2020 
 
After IESA’s announcement on Friday, July 31, we have had time to discuss options for 
how to safely participate with the new IESA Plan for 2020-21.  
 
There are still details to be finalized and schedules to be reworked, but we are confident 
we can move forward with the IESA Plan for 2020-21 and Phase 4 guidelines in place. 
So to put words to the hope and excitement this brings us all, we will borrow from Mr. 
Pugh, “It’s a great day to be a Wildcat!”  
 
We will be having Softball, Baseball, Cross Country, and Golf!!! 
 
With the return of the cancelled fall sports, and the new abbreviated seasons for the 
other IESA sports, Mattoon Middle School will participate at this time with these 
considerations: 
 
1.  MMS will be participating conference-only as our starting focus. We will play the 
member teams of our South Central Conference (Teutopolis, Effingham, Effingham St. 
Anthony, Charleston, and Taylorville). 
2.  If the decision to add additional games is made/allowable or if a conference team is 
unable to play us in a given sport, additional opponents may be selected from within a 
30-mile radius of Mattoon and within our EMS region.  
3.  No more than two games per week, per sport, at this point. No events with more than 
three teams present. We also have to be cautious of transportation needs throughout 
the district and overlapping events. 
4. We will provide guidance to all participants and parents as to the safety guidelines we 
are following at MMS for practices and games.  This may include limits on spectators. 
5.  We will provide guidance in advance to all of our opponents regarding the safety 
guidelines we are following at MMS home events. Again, this may include limits on 
spectators. 
6. If there is a return to Phase 3 or school is closed, we will communicate how this will 
impact sports. 
7. If there is a positive case of Covid-19 on an MMS sports team, we will seek guidance 
from the Coles County Health Department on how to proceed. 
 
MMS coaches have worked out the details for new tryout schedules for baseball and 
softball, and we will publish those shortly.  We are working on cross country information 
for you.  We do have information to share about our MMS golf program - we are 
requesting additional information from IESA on golf, as it follows a unique format at our 
level, but we do plan to participate at this point. Please look to our 8to18 website for 
information on applying to represent MMS at the IESA Sectional Golf Meet. 



 
As soon as competitive schedules are created for each sport, we will share them. Our 
8to18 website schedules will have to be retooled to replace the previously scheduled 
games with new games - so we will publish our schedules in multiple formats/locations 
as soon as we can.  
 
Working with various venues, opponents, and officials will require some time to set 
everything up, so we appreciate your grace and patience as we work to make this 
happen.  It also means not everything may be as it was in past years.  The fluid nature 
of this situation means communication is important, and we will do our best to inform 
you as soon as we know more.  
 
Questions at this point can be sent to Jamie Sharp, Athletic Coordinator at 
jamiesharp@mcusd2.com, and please know that we are working on new 
communication tools to help answer your questions more efficiently, so stay tuned! We 
are grateful for your continued grace and understanding as we focus on safely offering 
sports for our students and families. 
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