
Robert Johnson
Distinguished Alumni
Award
Robert Johnson was born in 1946 in Hickory, Mississippi and spent most of his childhood in Freeport, Illinois. He
graduated from Freeport High School in 1964. As the ninth of ten children, Johnson knew his parents struggled to
provide for a large family, and honed his ability to capitalize on opportunities. Johnson’s parents worked in Freeport
factories and his humble upbringing likely shaped his professional career and his ability to know and understand all
of the different needs of people and deliver to them entertainment and services suited to their interests.

Robert L. Johnson is the Founder and Chairman of The RLJ Companies, an innovative business network that owns
or holds interests in businesses operating in hotel real estate, private equity, consumer financial services, asset
management, automobile dealerships, sports and entertainment, and video lottery terminal (VLT) gaming.

Prior to forming The RLJ Companies, Mr. Johnson was founder and chairman of Black Entertainment
Television (BET), the nation’s first and leading television network providing quality entertainment, music,
news, sports and public affairs programming for the African American audience.

Johnson continues to attract and manage capital and create value for investors as he recently announced the
successful creation of RLJ Entertainment, Inc., one of the largest independent global distributors of digital and
video content.
RLJ Entertainment, Inc. marks the third time Johnson has successfully taken a company public. In 1991, Johnson
took BET public, making the network the first African American company to be traded on the New York Stock
Exchange.

RLJ Lodging Trust, a $2 billion market cap hotel real estate investment trust (REIT), went public in 2011. In
2001, Johnson sold BET to Viacom for approximately $3 billion, and remained the Chief Executive Officer
through 2006. The Viacom deal is widely regarded as the deal that established Johnson as the first African
American
billionaire in the United States. In July 2007, Johnson was named by USA Today as one of “The 25 Most Influential
Business Leaders of the Past 25 Years.”

In 2014, three of Johnson’s holding companies were featured on the Black Enterprise 100s list: RML Automotive,
LLC ranked 1st in a category of 60 in the auto dealership rankings; RLJ Equity Partners, LLC and RLJ Credit
Management, LLC ranked 12th and 14th respectively on the private equity firms list.

Currently, Mr. Johnson serves on the following boards: RLJ Lodging Trust; RLJ Entertainment, Inc.; KB Home;
Lowe’s Companies, Inc.; Retirement Clearinghouse; Strayer Education; Elevate Credit, Inc.; The Business Council;
and Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of African American History and Culture.

Mr. Johnson holds a Master’s degree in Public Affairs from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International
Affairs at Princeton University and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Studies from the University of Illinois.

When Mr. Johnson visits Freeport, he remains true to his Northwestern Illinois roots and enjoys hunting with old
friends or family. Students and alumni of Freeport High School should note that Mr. Johnson’s continued success
comes because of hard work and commitment. From his humble beginnings, Bob Johnson has established himself
as one of the most successful entrepreneurs in history by always being willing to dedicate his time and talent to new
possibilities.



Kathy Helm
Friend of Freeport High School Award
Kathy Helm has long supported education, advocated for children, and provided educational opportunities for
students in Freeport District #145. However, for the majority of her volunteer time she has supported from behind
“stage”, only stepping out publicly when the District needed firm guidance from a petite woman with a soft voice.

Kathy planned to teach after attending Iowa State in 1966 where she earned her degree in English with minors in
education and speech. She took her first teaching job as an 8th grade English teacher for two years in Madison,
WI. Bruce, also an Iowa State graduate, was in Madison for an MBA. They were married in 1968 and he uprooted
the young couple to his new engineering job in Pennsylvania. After a year out East, she and Bruce chose to volunteer
for a year as VISTA volunteers in the agricultural valley of Visalia, California. They helped migrant workers and
their families build their own homes, furnish them, and improve their English.

Kathy and Bruce came to Freeport in the October of 1970 when Bruce decided to join the family business which was
known at the time as Freeport Blacktop Company. Kathy accepted a job teaching 7th grade English at Carl Sandburg
School for 2 years and then chose to stay home to raise their young family. Interestingly enough, Mike Chance (Bill
and Eleanor’s son) and Brian Helm (Kathy and Bruce’s older son) attended pre-school together and continued through
Freeport Schools, both graduating in 1990. Bruce and Kathy’s three children graduated from Freeport Schools and
have together given the Helm family 8 grandchildren to enjoy.

Kathy’s first step in volunteer service came after a 1st grade field trip with her daughter’s class to the Rockford’s
Children’s Discovery Center, then housed in the old Rockford Post Office. After the field trip, Kathy helped form a
group of other mothers and a few dads to talk about what “they could do” to improve learning in our schools.

The group talked to school superintendent Ted Wetekamp who knew of parents in other school communities working
to raise funds and gave the group his full support to establish an organization for the benefit of the schools. Bruce’s
cousin from Los Altos, CA shared information about a school foundation in her community. Freeport’s group of
concerned parents was instrumental in the formation of the Freeport School Fund and Kathy led the group as its
president until 1987 when Elaine Plager became president. That year Kathy was elected to the school board and
served for 8 years. She has continued as a Freeport Community Public School Fund board member for the past 27
years. Her calm demeanor barely masks an intense desire to do right by kids and provide for the future of Freeport.

As for her link to education, Kathy Helm believes the desire to teach and work with children is “in your blood.” She
fondly remembers two aunts who were dedicated and enthusiastic teachers. She knows that educators serve as role
model, coach, confidant and teacher simultaneously.

Helm continues to advocate for Freeport Schools, knowing the schools are vitally important to the community’s
future. She has been fortunate to experience the wonderful activities of two of her grandsons at Empire School, a
preschool granddaughter, three elementary and middle school children in Rockford, and two third graders in
Davenport, Iowa schools. She acknowledges that “schools form kids’ lives” and good schools mean
everything. Kathy continues to shape the future of Freeport Schools from the sideline, stepping out to speak and lead
when Freeport Schools need her the most.



Bill Chance
Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
When Bill Chance retired after 32 years as a teacher, coach and athletic director at Freeport High School he didn’t
really retire. In fact Bill continued to “report” to work for another decade as a volunteer, helping out or just generally
continuing to be part of the fabric of Freeport High School. In fact, the Pretzel Gold Rush was started by Bill Chance

Chance was born in 1930, the son of a teacher who would later serve as school superintendent of Marion County. He
attended the University of Illinois in the fall of 1948 and played football for three years until he was called to serve
our country as a Marine during the Korean War for two years.

When he returned to the U of I in 1955, Chance did not return to playing football, but instead helped coach. Later,
Chance earned his Master’s degree in Education Administration from Southern Illinois University in 1960. His first
teaching job took him for two years to Saunemin Community High School before Freeport High School got hold of
Chance and held on tight to one of its favorite educators.

In the fall of 1958, Chance came to Freeport and became a Pretzel. He initially taught social studies and then later
taught physical education while also studying athletic training principles enough to tape many a student athlete up for
competition. Chance closed out the final five years of his career as the athletic director of Freeport High School. He
married Eleanor Iske, a fellow teacher, in 1965. They had a son, Mike, who married and gave the Chance’s two
grandchildren to enjoy.

Chance knew he wanted to make a difference in kids’ lives and often spent long hours away from home and with
Freeport teenagers. In a Journal-Standard article published near the time of Chance’s retirement, Chance said, “I
always wanted kids to become good citizens and do the best they can do. I always wanted kids to work hard in the
classroom and play hard on the field.”

Chance wanted his students to see the opportunities in front of them and take advantage of every possible
moment. He frequently drove students to college to look at the opportunities, even giving students suitcases when
they needed to use them to pack up and start the next chapter of their lives. According to Bill’s widow, Eleanor, one
such suitcase went to Rufus Pearson (Preston Pearson’s brother) to take with him to college.

Students of Bill Chance made the decision to become educators because of the positive influence Chance had on their
lives. Countless students have gone on to become coaches and teachers in order to give back to the youth of our
future in the same way Chance touched their lives. Chance believed in the power of serving students but didn’t just
serve students.

Bill Chance also knew how to treat a community. Despite the social and cultural changes of the 60s, 70s, and 80s,
students of Chance can recount story after story of Mr. Chance treating all students the same. The impact of a kind
word and gesture cannot be underestimated in value as students who learned how to treat others by watching Bill
Chance have gone on to treat others with respect their whole lives and produced a ripple effect of fairness and equity.

As students left FHS, frequently they would have conversations with Chance about their next steps and how to
overcome obstacles. Chance would help the student see what they needed to do, and then would always tell students
he would be there to support them and would pledge to remain a part of their life as a lifeline of support should they
ever need it. As a result, students frequently came back to FHS to seek out Chance and catch him up on their
successes and obstacles they faced.

It should come as no surprise that Chance just had to report to work after he retired. He had to see the kids and he had
to fulfill his promise to be there to support students and offer advice when they came back to visit FHS.  When
Chance passed, students of his commented that he understood “confused kids” and didn’t see color, status or
ability. He just saw kids for kids and supported and challenged them in whatever way he could.

Chance is most remembered for his quick smile and the manner in which he asked his students to look him in the eye,
and then challenged them to give more. There were no excuses--students knew to take responsibility for their actions



and performance. On the playing field, if Coach Chance’s team lost, they would be told to assess what they could do
better, not who to blame.

He served on many organizations and boards including Lions, Amvets, American Legion, and St. John’s UCC. He
received the Pat Holmes award in 1998 and served the NIC-9 as secretary/treasurer for 12 years. He also served as
president of the FHS Fans Club for many years. His home high school in Salem, IL also inducted him into their Hall
of Fame as a football and basketball athlete.

Bill Chance even used his own money to buy the school its first set of weights and then ended up getting reimbursed
later when the athletic director saw how much the student athletes used the weights. And, the recently resurrected
Fans Club Gold Rush was started by our own Bill Chance who ran the fundraiser for years and years. Over and over
Chance gave of his time and talent to make Freeport High School the best it could be.

To Bill, kids always came first. Adults were just never as important because he was hired to work with kids not
adults. Bill Chance passed in the summer of 2011 after decades of influencing the youth of Freeport High
School. He used to say “It only takes a little more to go first class.” Bill Chance was first class.



Preston Pearson
Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individuals/Accomplished Team Award
Preston Pearson has been a resident of Dallas for more than the last 30 years and continues to be involved with the
current Cowboys organization as a distinguished NFL football legend. He has two sons, Greg and Matt, and four
grandchildren.

Professionally, Pearson is the first and only NFL player to play in five Super Bowls with three different
teams. Historically, only eight other NFL players have appeared in as many Super Bowls.  He played with the Colts
in Super Bowl III, the Steelers in Super Bowl IX, and capped off his career with a run of Super Bowls with the
Cowboys in X, XII and XIII. His 1975 season with the Cowboys is regarded as his best season (rushed for 509 yards,
caught 27 passes for 351 yards, and gained another 391 yards on kickoff returns). Pearson was often a member of
special teams and is regarded as one of the best running backs in NFL history. In his 14 NFL seasons, Pearson rushed
for 3,609 yards, caught 254 passes for 3,095 yards, returned seven punts for 40 yards, and gained 2,801 yards on
kickoff returns. Overall, Pearson gained 9,545 total yards and scored 33 touchdowns (17 rushing, 13 receiving, two
kickoff returns and one fumble recovery).

Pearson capitalized on the connections he made as a professional athlete and in 1980 founded Pro-Style Associates, a
sports marketing and promotions company that acts as a broker to help corporations, individual or group special
events secure athletes for marketing, advertising or promotional purposes. He continues to run that company today
and has found ways to diversify his business as marketing changes have required, intentionally keeping his company
small and nimble by playing an active role in all aspects of operations.

Pearson’s business endeavors have also included owning/managing partner of eleven Kentucky Fried Chicken units
from 1979-1986, owner of three Wendy’s from 1982-1987, developed Smiles caricature program for 7-11 Slurpee
cups, and invented a product called the Kord Keeper. In addition, he was frequently featured on radio programming
as a writer and host and on television as a color analyst and host of athletic and sports related programming.

He believes strongly that student athletes are too narrowly focused on a single sport today and miss opportunities to
just be athletes. His own experience speaks to his pure athletic abilities. Pearson left Freeport High School as an All-
State center by negating taller players using this athleticism and aggressiveness. Pearson was drafted into the NFL
having no college football experience, but having played college basketball for the University of Illinois and lettering
three seasons while maintaining a 3.5 GPA. Pearson notes, I took advantage of my god given athletic talent which
was augmented by the versatility experienced in different sports growing up and played in in high school.”

When Pearson left U of I, he left with 12 credits remaining. Three years after he was drafted into the NFL, Pearson
returned to U of I to finish his degree...a promise he had made to his mother years earlier when he boarded the train in
Freeport just yards from his boyhood home. Pearson remembered his mother standing on the steps, waving to the
train, hopeful for her son’s future success and made sure to finish his degree for his mother.

Preston remembers growing up in the 50s and 60s as a black male in Freeport. He remembers caddying for white
golfers, unable to enter the clubhouse himself. He remembers getting stopped by the police on the west side of town
near where his little league games were played in Reed Park. He remembers shoveling snow and finding other odd
jobs to buy sports equipment, a bike and a desk to use to study. And he fondly remembers pick-up baseball,
basketball track and field and football games on his street as well as his Little League team, sponsored by Structo
(where his mother worked one of her jobs) and coached by former mayor Mark McElroy.

Pearson retains roots in Freeport with siblings Mary and Rufus Jr., who still live in the family home, and Alice who
lives two blocks away. Edward resides in Rockford, and Pearl near Detroit. Preston Pearson remembers his parents
working hard to provide for their family and rarely being able to attend games that he and Rufus (widely known as a
more gifted athlete than Preston in High School) played.

What Freeport likely doesn’t know about Preston Pearson is that he has given extensively of his time and talent in the
Dallas community that he calls home. He produced an award winning Children’s program, served on the YMCA
Board, Sickle Cell Anemia Foundation, Blake Cornish Transplant Foundation, Minority Business Development



Council, provided financial advice on a radio show and served on the Bill J. Priest Institute for Economic
Development as a distinguished alumni. He continues to be active with the NFL Alumni in Dallas and the NFL
Retired Players Association while also serving as a spokesperson for Paws In the City (adoption and
spay/neutering). He has co-chaired a dance routine fundraiser to benefit several animal organizations and continues to
serve as a Taste of the NFL fundraiser co-chair as well as continuing to serve on the Tom Landry Award Selection
Committee.

In the fall of 2013, Pearson addressed the Freeport Football Team during practice and reminded them that “greatness
starts within” while the team gathered around him on the same practice field he practiced on 50 years prior. He also
reminded the football team to “put everything into being a good team now” – CARPE DIEM – SEIZE THE
MOMENT - (from the movie Dead Poets Society starring the late Robin Williams), “nothing is promised to anyone,
and you don’t want to think back later and wish you had done more.”

Preston wants Freeport Pretzel athletes to “Be what you can be in all sports. There is too much specialization
today. Get outside, don’t worry about other problems, and play everything.”

Pearson remembers Freeport fondly as “home” and says it “always will be.” He recognizes that lack of opportunities
have left many black Freeport men “trapped” but he believes the very creation of a Hall of Fame honoring two of the
most successful alumni from Freeport will help Freeport to “make changes and move forward, onward and
upward.” He is proud to continue to be called “that Pretzel” and tells everyone he is from Freeport.

Preston is linked forever to Coach Chance, an educator who treated Preston’s family and all students the same
regardless of race or socio-economics. Bill Chance is highly regarded by Preston as his coach in multiple sports for
all of high school and was the one person at the High School that Preston made sure to visit when he was in town up
until Bill’s passing. Preston said of Coach Chance: “He seemed to know everything and everyone seemed to know
and like him. Even when he retired he was still at the high school every day. He was a Pretzel.”

To learn more about Pearson’s determination to succeed and his life in the NFL, check out his book “Hearing the
Noise,” published in 1984 by William Morrow and Co.



Dan Balz—1964 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● Dan Balz is Chief Correspondent at The Washington Post. He joined the paper in 1978 and has been involved

in the news organization’s political coverage as a reporter or editor throughout his career.
● He is author or co-author of three books and one e-book, including two New York Times bestsellers: Collision

2012: Obama vs. Romney and the Future of Elections in America and, with co-author Haynes Johnson, The
Battle for America 2008: The Story of an Extraordinary Election.

● In April 2011 the White House Correspondents' Association honored Balz with the prestigious Merriman
Smith Award for excellence in presidential coverage under deadline pressure.

● Balz has won a number of awards during his career, most recently the Robin Toner Prize for Excellence in
Political Reporting. He is a regular panelist on PBS’s “Washington Week” and has been a frequent guest on
CBS’s “Face the Nation,” PBS’s “News Hour,” NBC’s “Meet the Press,” and CNN’s “State of the Union” and
“Inside Politics.”

● He received a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from the University of Illinois and served in the U.S. Army.
Before joining the Post, he worked at National Journal magazine and the Philadelphia Inquirer. He is married
to Nancy Johnson Balz and they are the parents of an adult son.

● Dan Balz represents Freeport on a national stage regularly, and comes home often to continue to give back and
share his experiences with his hometown.

● We are very, very proud to call Dan Balz a Pretzel.

John Fox - 1983 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● Captain John H. Fox is a 1983 graduate of Freeport High School and a 26 year active duty Navy

veteran. Upon graduation from Western Illinois University in 1989, Captain Fox enlisted in the United States
Navy as an Aviation Ordinance Aircrewman and was assigned to Patrol Squadron FORTY (VP-40) located at
Naval Air Station Moffett Field, California. While assigned to VP-40 he deployed to Pacific and Southern
commands.

● In 1989 he was selected for Aviation Officer Candidate School and was commissioned as a Naval Officer in
Nov 1993. In May 1996 Captain Fox completed flight training and was designated as a Naval Flight
Officer. Upon completion of advanced flight training he was assigned to Naval Air Station Brunswick Maine
as a P-3 ORION Tactical Coordinator, Instructor and Mission Commander.

● Throughout his naval career Captain Fox has completed nine deployments around the globe conducting
numerous maritime reconnaissance and patrol missions in support of Global War on Terrorism, OPERATION
IRAQI FREEDOM, Non-combat Evacuation Operations, Counter Narcotics Operations and Mainland Home
Defense missions. He has served in numerous squadrons and on major staffs to include assignments to VP-11,
VP-10, VP-45, Reconnaissance and Patrol Wing FIVE, Navy Personnel Command, USS Theodore Roosevelt,
Joint Forces Command and NATO Supreme Allied Commander Transformation.

● In May 2010 he reported as the Executive Officer and Commanding Officer of Patrol Squadron FIVE (VP-5)
located at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Florida. (VP stands for fixed wing patrol aircraft.) Captain Fox was
competitively selected by a selection board consisting of Naval Aviation Commodores and Carrier Air Wing
Commanders who selected the next round of squadron commanding officers.

● While there he led a team of sailors and officers encompassing 350 personnel, eight P-3C maritime aircraft
and 12 combat aircrews.

● CAPT Fox claims he definitely “married up”. His wife is the former Jill Elaine Woods of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. They reside in Norfolk, Virginia with their two daughters Kayla and Hannah.

● Captain Fox rose through the ranks to recently be promoted to Captain. Awards include: Meritorious Defense
Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal (4 awards) and Navy Achievement Medal (4 awards)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House_Correspondents%27_Association


John B. Whiton - 1964 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● Born in Savannah, IL; grew up in Freeport
● Attended Harlem School through grade 4, Empire grades 5 and 6, Junior High grades 7 8,9 and FHS grades

10, 11, 12 where he participated in drama under Jeannette Lloyd’s mentoring
● Served as a US Army Counterintelligence from 1968-71 conducting background checks for high-level security

clearances for enlisted and officers holding sensitive positions in a 26 county area of Southern Illinois
● Attended University of Chicago Law School, and returned to Freeport to practice law with his father in 1974

(who promptly retired!)
● Senior partner with the firm Fishburn, Whiton and Thruman
● Member of the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors in the mid-1970s, member of the Board of Director

of Neighborhood Housing Services (now Homestart), 2004-05
● Member of the YMCA of Northwest Illinois Board of Trustees (helps to manage a $1.5 million endowment

fund) and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Hildreth Beneficial Trust (a private endowment benefiting
local charities)

● 25 year volunteer with United Way; served as Chair & President
● FSD 145 School Board Member from 1991-1999; President 2 years, 40 years as a Kiwanis Member and 35

years as the Illinois Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission as Panel Chair
● Married Janet Moss in 1969 (a FHS 1964 grad). Both of their children attended Freeport schools. Brian

Whiton and his wife live in Brooklyn, New York and Carrie Whiton Helm and her husband have three
grandchildren who attend Empire School.

1915 Boys’ Basketball State Champions Team and Coach Dan Dougherty
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/Interscholastic Individuals/Accomplished Team Award
● The 1914-15 season is highly regarded as one of the most brilliant basketball seasons in Pretzel history.
● A fast, but not tall team, with both exceptional ability and exceptional intelligence dominated the State of

Illinois in 1915.
● The 1915 state basketball tournament was held at Millikin University. The Decatur Herald wrote, “Freeport

displayed more basketball in a few minutes than all the other teams combined.”
● The Pretzels won their first game against Granite City 41-19, and defeated Carbondale 38-14 in the semifinals,

playing to a crowd of 300 hometown fans. (Think for a minute about the transportation options that were
available in 1915...300 Freeport fans went to Decatur!)

● 4 out of 5 of the starters were named to the all-tournament team. The 5th starter, Glenn “Pat” Holmes later
helped the Pretzels claim their second state title in 1926 as the Varsity Basketball Coach.

● A bit of history: Cook County had its own championship tournament. Cook County winner Lane Tech bragged
it was so good it didn't have to play Freeport for the championship. In response, the Pretzels invited Lane Tech
to play an exhibition game at the Odd Fellows Temple at Main and Walnut Streets in Freeport. The Pretzels
won 70-6.

● Coach Dougherty is regarded as one of the Pretzels’ great coaches because he taught his smaller, but quick
players to believe in the impossible and persevere despite the obvious size disadvantage that a lack of height
posed for them.

● We are honored tonight to induct the 1915 team and Coach Dougherty into the FHS Hall of Fame.



Mark Hollis—2003 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Mark’s love of pole vaulting started at a young age.
● His brother, Steve, was his first mentor and coach and estimates that Mark received his first pole before he

entered kindergarten.
● Steve wanted to be here tonight to celebrate the pole vaulting connection he shares with his brother, separated

by 15 years...and at the last minute was able to find a pilot friend to bring him here from Indiana just for
tonight’s ceremony.

● 9th place finish at Illinois State Track meet
● 2003 FHS school record holder at 14’6”...his record would still stand, Spencer Hollis (not a relative, but same

last name) who ousted his record in 2006 with a 15’3”...in fact Mark told our athletic director today he’d like
to come back and set the facility record in our spruced up stadium.

● 3 time USA national champion '10,'11, '14
● member of World championship team in Korea '11
● 5th place at 2012 Olympic Trials
● bronze medal winner at Continental cup in Marrakech, Morocco '14
● Bronze medal winner at 2015 Pan Am Games in Toronto, 19’2”
● 2nd highest jump in the world in the 2014 season; #1 ranked pole vaulter in the USA
● Mark is at the “HEIGHT” of his pole vaulting career
● He is currently training for the Olympics in Rio.

Wes Luedeking—1953 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Freeport High School and Northern Illinois University exceptional athlete
● FHS Sophomore standout athlete (high scorer on sophomore football team and 6th in the Big Eight

Sophomore Conference)¨
● As a junior, he was the leading ball carrier and passer earning Big 8 All-Conference Honors
● Only FHS athlete to win two Pentathlons (2nd one in 1952, when he was a junior in HS and one his senior

year too)
● He won 13 Varsity letters in four sports at Freeport High School.
● NIU four sport athlete; led the Huskies on the football field his rookie year in seven categories
● Luedeking produced one of the most prolific rookie seasons in the Huskie annals with 1,132 all-purpose yards

and led the Huskies in seven individual statistical categories (1953) -- (1) rushing (330 yards on 97 carries),
(2) scoring (42 points on seven touchdowns), (3) receiving (24 catches for 247 yards and two TDs), (4) total
offense (330 yards), (5) punt returns (nine for 261 yards and a 29.0 ypr. average), (6) interceptions (six for 53
yards and an 8.8 ypr. average), and (7) all-purpose yardage. His 24 receptions ranked fifth nationally in the
College Division (1953).

● For his efforts, he was named second team All-IIAC and honorable mention Williamson Service Little All-
America, plus won the IIAC Academic Medal.

● Wes Luedeking touched the lives of students as a coach after he quit playing himself. He taught and coached
nearly every sport at FHS for 30 years (‘66-’96)



Emily Pisula—2000 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Emily’s accomplishments speak for themselves. As a young swimmer, Emily was setting National Records

by the time she was 10 years old. When she was swimming she pushed herself, her teammates and her
coaches to keep up with her. Her passion for swimming and being competitive remains part of her coaching
career today.

● During her FHS career, she broke every individual women's swimming record in Freeport
● Holds the longest standing Illinois State record for Girls Swimming in the 200 yard individual medley.
● 1998-99 Rockford Register Star Female Athlete of the Year
● 3 x State of Illinois Champion
● 14 x Illinois State Qualifier
● 15 x High School All-American
● 14 x 1st Team All State
● She continued her success into college and received a four year full ride swimming scholarship from the

University of Wisconsin at Madison. She set just a few UW school records,
● 3 x NCAA Division 1 All-American
● 2 x First Team All-Big Ten
● 2 x UW record holder
● 3 x Big Ten Champion
● 4 x NCAA Division 1 National Qualifier
● Placed highly at all of her Big 10 Championship meets, attended four NCAA Championships and qualified for

two Olympic trials. Her academic skill is evidenced by the fact that she graduated in four years despite insane
training hours and travel commitments.

● Her swimming passion is being passed on to the swimmers she now coaches in Monroe, WI. She has multiple
state champions and has worked with many National Qualifiers. Of course she keeps her family involved as her
8 year old daughter is already breaking team records and showing great skill and motivation. In her grandfather
Mike Pisula’s words, “she is just like Emily”.

● Emily Pisula was named the 2015 Wisconsin swimming age-group coach of the year and tonight we are
thrilled to induct her into the FHS Hall of Fame.

Roosevelt Banks - 1944 Graduate of Freeport High School
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● Roosevelt actually fits several induction categories, but we choose to honor him with induction tonight in the

category of educator/coach because of the lives of Pretzels he has impacted positively over the years.
● In high school at FHS, Banks was Standout academically and inducted into FHS’s National Honor Society.
● Honors Day as a Senior: Recipient of the Student/Athletic Award
● Lettered all four years in Basketball, Football and Track
● Elected 1st African-American captain of any sports team at FHS as Track Captain his senior year
● Roosevelt served in the Army during WWII, attaining the rank of Staff Sergeant in a Quartermaster Unit

attached to the tenth army. He served overseas in the Western Pacific Theater Operations
● After two years in the Army, Banks entered and graduated from Illinois State University in four years (1950).
● Banks was inducted into the Illinois State University Hall of Fame in 1972
● September 1958: Hired as first African-American teacher in FSD 145
● Banks served 14 years as a 6th grade teacher at Taylor Park School and 18 years as a dean/counselor at

Freeport High School
● FSD145 Banks-Bergagna Education Building proudly bears Roosevelt’s name



Mike Pisula
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● The impact Mike Pisula has as a coach on those around him is profound. His influence doesn’t stop with his

athletes, but affects all of his coaches, parents of athletes, co-workers, and even administrators.
● No one was harder on him than Mike himself when success evaded his athletes. He pushed himself as a coach

to help his athletes succeed, always reflecting on missed opportunities and looking for the positive even in
defeat.

● Nine girls conference championships, two boys conference championships in swimming
● 9 girls sectional titles, 3 boys sectional titles
● 4 top 12 finishes with the girls (9th, 7th, 4th, and 10th)
● 2 top 12 finishes with the boys (8th and 11th)
● 41 individual event top 12 qualifiers; including 4 event champions
● 200 medley State record of his daughter Emily still stands
● More than 30 all American swimmers (most first team)
● Coached into his 70’s, still producing state qualifiers. He retired from coaching Pretzels shortly after his 73rd

birthday.
● Continues to give back: Taught art for FSD for 46 years, and he STILL teaches at Aquin

Dave Steenrod—1973 Graduate of Freeport High School
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
Teacher and coach at FHS for 33 Years, coaching mostly football and swimming.
● Advocate for special education students as a teacher and department chair of the FHS Special Education

department where he initiated the STEP program to provide disabled students with job experiences in the
community

● Volunteered countless hours for many years for the FHS Swim Team, managed the Freeport Aquatic Facility,
and taught lifeguard training to potential lifeguards. He even taught then superintendent Peter Flynn to swim,
just a few years ago...giving him just one thing to work on each time they worked together.

● Dave believed in the power of athletics and mentored by seeking out students who wanted to participate but
needed a bit of a push.

● 2004: FSD 145 Grade A Educator Award, and also received Meritorious Award from Illinois State Board of
Education

● Active church volunteer and served on the Parkview Home Board of Directors
● Energized fundraising for the FHS stadium artificial turf in 2009 and is credited with the completion of the

community in 2013 project by many in Freeport.
● Dave was born and raised in Freeport, attended Carthage College, and came back to Freeport as a community

activist, coach, and mentor
● Posthumously received the Matt Marvin Community Impact Award in 2014
● During the process of establishing the Hall of Fame, Dave unexpectedly passed away during a memorable

cross country bike ride.
● Dave lived “Once a Pretzel, Always a Pretzel”



Jim and Sandy (Maurer) Dixon—1966 & 1964 Graduates of Freeport High School
Kathy Helm Friend of Freeport High School Award
● Value their Freeport roots with generous donations to HCC, FSD 145, the Civil War Monument and Freeport

Humane Society (where Jim’s mother used to volunteer).
● The Dixon’s steadfast support of education in Freeport is most notable, especially since they have moved for

job reasons away from their roots in Freeport.
● Specifically, Jim has been successful in the insurance business. He started as an underwriter for Crum and

Forster in Freeport after serving in the Air Force and moved up to become President of the London Agency (a
division of Crum and Forster). In 1988 Jim and a colleague started an insurance company in Atlanta that was
later sold to Alleghany Companies in 2003. Jim stayed on as chairman until retirement in 2008. At that time
the company had 380 employees and 1.2 billion in revenues.

● Jim and Sandy choose to give back their wealth. A significant donation of nearly 5% of the total cost of the
turf renovations came solely from the Dixons.

● Their scholarships for FHS seniors allow them to continue their education at Highland Community College,
where Jim also attended.

● Their donations’ impact on students is tremendous. Since 2006, Jim and Sandy have contributed more than
$100,000 to the Freeport Public Community School Fund to purchase needed technology and books for
classrooms.

● Both Jim and Sandy believe in paying it forward. They make a difference in the lives of Freeport
students. Their long term goal is to give back even more in the future, unselfishly sharing their wealth with
the future of Freeport. Their gifts inspire others and demonstrate their love for Freeport.

● The couple have been married for 44 years and are blessed with 2 sons and 4 grandsons.

Harry Seiple—1943 Graduate of Freeport High School
Kathy Helm Friend of Freeport High School Award
● Harry Seiple loved the Pretzels. He looked for opportunities to volunteer and support athletics.
● Supplied the baseball team with fruit for double headers for ten years. (’77-’87)
● Served on the Pat Holmes Committee for ten years from 2004-2014
● Lifetime member of the Pretzels Fan’s Club, 1976-2014 (38 years). Harry started to serve as his son’s became

FHS athletes and then never stopped volunteering until his passing.
● Football Season ticket holder from 1976-2014 (38 years). It should be noted that Harry’s son, Larry Seiple,

teaches at Freeport Alternative High School and is an Assistant Coach for the FHS Football program.
● Volunteer ticket taker for Football from 1979-1989
● Volunteer ticket taker for Boys Basketball from 1979-2014 (38 years)
● Freeport High School could always count on Harry. He showed his commitment through the simple act of

volunteering...not just once, but for decades.
● A game wasn’t a game without Harry there. He passed away in July of 2014. Harry lived “Once a Pretzel,

Always a Pretzel.” Here to receive his award this evening is his son, and my colleague, Larry.

Harlan Anderson--1947 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● Dedicated Chapter 2 of his autobiography (Learn, Earn & Return: My Life as a Computer Pioneer) to “The

Pretzel Years” where he fondly remembers FHS teachers, classmates and events he participated in.
● Recalls in great detail the students’ assembly in the gym that occurred the day after President Roosevelt’s

death on April 12, 1945, the dropping of the Atomic Bomb and the horror of the war through a teenager’s
eyes. (It should be noted that during his high school years 52 students’ were lost to WWII...their names are
perpetually engraved on a plaque outside the FHS office)

● Spoke at the Reuben Baumgartner Lecture Series in 1997 on “Technology and World Affairs” when he was
back home for his 50th class reunion

● Was part of a HS dance band with a few other classmates called “Andy Anderson and the Kampus Kats” and
played for many of the smaller area HS dances.



● Anderson attended the University of Illinois where he developed his interest in computers by taking courses
for the ILLIAC I Computer which was under construction at the time.

● He earned a BS in Engineering Physics in 1951 and a Masters in Physics in 1952 from the U of I
● He is best known as the co-founder of Digital Equipment Corporation (DEC) which at one time was the

second largest computer company in the world
● He and co-founder, Ken Olsen initially met while working for MIT on the TX-O (Transistor eXperimental-0)

computer.
● Their company, DEC, developed the world’s first small interactive computer, the Programmed Data Processor

(PDP-1) in 1960 and the PDP-8, the world’s first mass produced mini-computer
● He has been associated with the Lincoln Laboratory at NIT, where he served as a member of the technical

staff
● He served as director of technology of Time, Inc. where he spearheaded their evaluation of the future of the

printed word during the explosion of television, long before the Internet existed.
● He has participated in early stage financing for over 20 small technology companies in an effort to pay it

forward for other entrepreneurs
● He has served as a trustee of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute for 16 years and has served as a member of the

Board of Advisors of the College of Engineering at the University of Illinois
● His love of music has also led him to be a trustee of the Boston Symphony Orchestra

Dan Ferguson---1944 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● In the top 2% of graduates from Freeport High School in 1944
● Served in the US Navy until his release in 1946
● Graduate of Hamilton in 1948 followed by an MBA at Stanford University
● Joined Newell Co in 1950 at the age of 23.
● Became President of Newell, a $14 million dollar family business, in 1965 and initiated a multi-product

strategy for the company which had consolidated Newell Window Furnishings and Newell Manufacturing into
a single corporation.

● He developed a growth by acquisition strategy based on his intent to build a strong family of multi-product
companies, which he called “Newellization.”

● In 1972 Newell went public and began trading on the NY Stock Exchange in June 1979
● Newell continued to acquire companies and diversify their holdings, returning the investments to the

shareholders at astounding rates.
● Newell was listed number 22 on Forbes list of the best stocks of the 1980s, having provided a total return to

stockholders that averaged 39.5 percent per year.
● In 1992, Dan Ferguson bowed out of active management leaving his post of vice chairman and chief executive

to become Chairman, with over 17,000 employees, and sales of $1.45 billion.
● (The rest is what Dan did when he wasn’t at Newell)
● Lectured at both Stanford and Harvard business schools
● City Councilman Freeport
● An accomplished piano player, avid skier, tennis player and golfer he won the City Golf Championship 1958

(re John Knoble)
● A philanthropist by nature, Dan and his family have given generously to many causes in an effort to “pay it

forward,” leaving a mark on Freeport as well as many other communities and colleges.
● As a successful businessman who helped to build Freeport’s prosperity during his leadership at Newell, Dan

Ferguson is recognized tonight as an Outstanding Freeport High School Alumni.



1924 & 1925 Football Teams
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● The return of Glenn Pat Holmes to Freeport as a coach after his strong play as an athlete had all of Freeport in

hopes of victory.
● Coach Pat (as he was known to players and fans alike) turned up the heat at the start of the 1924 season and

never let up.
● Every game resulted in victory. Over the course of the season, Freeport outscored their opponents 288 to 47.
● After winning the conference, the team journeyed from Freeport to Ansonia, CT to play a team that had not

been beaten on their home turf for four years. Freeport schooled Ansonia in the game 33-0.
● The trip to Ansonia was made as short as possible to give the team as much rest as they could get. They went

from Freeport to Chicago, Chicago to Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh to New York and New York to Ansonia.
● After the game the team viewed the Yale Bowl, went sightseeing in New York, and then journeyed to

Washington D.C. where they visited the White House and shook hands with President Coolidge.
● After the Connecticut trip, the 1924 Team was dubbed a National Championship Squad by the Freeport

community.
● After another strong season in 1925, the team was rewarded with a trip to Pittsburgh to play Ellwood High.
● Ellwood High had not been beaten in three years, but the Pretzels delivered a victory, 13-7.
● The 1925 team was quite a bit smaller than the Ellwood team who sported 9 of their men at more than 6 feet

tall. Additionally, the muddy field conditions the day of the game added to the challenge for Freeport.
● Nevertheless, the Freeport squad battled until the end, grateful that the time on the clock ran out just in time to

let them retain their lead for the win.
●
● 1926 Basketball Team
● Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● The athletic prowess of the young men playing football followed them onto the basketball court as many of

the same football champions were also basketball players.
● They lost only two regular season games in 1926, beating their opponents during the season by a total number

of points of 272-180.
● They beat Joliet in the sectional tournament, another Big Seven Conference comrade.
● Downstate, the Pretzels drew a game against Athens, who fielded a team of taller young men who dwarfed the

Pretzels.
● Down at halftime, the Pretzels rallied in the second half to victory and a chance to win it all in the final game.
● The Pretz faced Canton in the final game. Just like the previous game against Athens, they were down at

halftime.
● A pep talk from coach Pat Holmes got the team ready for the second half. Freeport kept a 14-12 advantage in

the 3rd quarter and then drove over Canton in the fourth quarter to win 24-13...only allowing them one point
scored in the 4th quarter.

● Freeport won it all over Canton in the big gymnasium at the University of Illinois.
● Three of the Freeport players (both forwards and a center) were selected to the all-state team at the end of the

season.
● In addition to the State Title, one of the features of the whole season was the three game series between

Rockford and Freeport, where Freeport battled to win 2 of the 3 matchups.



1951 Basketball Team
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Background Expectations were extremely high in the spring of 1951. Many members of our basketball team

had competed in the previous year's Illinois state basketball tournament, as juniors. Just about every pre-season
poll predicted a state championship for FHS. Our downtown merchants decorated their stores with orange and
black bunting. Store windows displayed oversize 30-inch wide pretzels, baked by the local Fullerton Pastry
Shop... Something else we should keep in mind is that in the 1950s, the IHSA held a single basketball
tournament. High schools were not bracketed according to their enrollment size. There were no separate 1A,
2A, 3A, or 4A playoffs, as we know it today. Schools of all sizes, from the largest to the smallest, were pitted
against each other... It's a credit to coach Harry Kinert and the players for living up to their potential. History is
replete with examples of the favorites loosing focus and falling short of expectations. The Kinert Kids
delivered!

● The entire community was eager to take part in welcoming back our conquering heroes and their trophy.
Hundreds of fans' automobiles awaited. They were parked bumper-to-bumper on both sides of U.S. Highway
26 -- for 20 miles. All the way from Forreston to Freeport! And, in those days it was a tradition for the
championship team to celebrate when they returned by riding aboard one of the town's fire engines.

● As the Pretzel's team bus progressed its way through Forreston, all those parked cars gradually joined-in,
forming a motorcade. When the bus reached Freeport, the players hurriedly exited and climbed aboard an
awaiting city fire engine. However, that fire engine was forced to stay put. No way could this vast motorcade
navigate through downtown streets -- without risking a mammoth traffic jam. Instead, after the Journal
Standard newspaper snapped photos, the team was transported directly to the steps of the old Stephenson
County Courthouse -- with the FHS band and cheerleaders leading a spirited celebration -- before a crowd of
thousands of happy well-wishers.

● Coach Harry Kinert was the first to admit he was blessed with a well-oiled, balanced scoring engine. On a
given night, any member of the starting five might gain high-point honors. The streaking fast-break offense
often found several Pretzels clustered near the basket, ready to score, while the opposition hurried to catch up.
But more importantly, they played as a TEAM.

● Ben Dorsey was acclaimed as the greatest floor general in high school basketball. Ben served as the Pretzels'
maestro, as he directed the team's offensive and defensive strategies. Ben was a true "point guard," before the
term was later coined to define the position.

● Tom Williams, gifted with exceptional natural speed and agility, often out-jumped and out-foxed his much-
taller foes. Once, while leaping high for a rebound, Tom accidentally knocked himself out for several seconds

○ -- when his forehead struck the back-board.
● Gene Schmitt, with his quiet, unassuming manner, seemed to be the glue that helped hold the team together

when the going got rough.
● Harlan "Hod" Fritz was a dedicated all-round player. When opponents tried double-teaming Dorsey or

Deacon Davis to deny a clear shot, it was "Hod" who discouraged them by scoring in bunches.
● McKinley "Deacon" Davis is remembered for preaching a 28-point sermon against Moline in the state

championship game. Afterwards, a sportswriter told him that Freeport had come within just one point of
breaking the total scoring record. "If I had known that," quipped Davis, "I would have made one more
basket."

● It should also be noted that the 1951 Pretzels could have won many games by putting their 2nd-string players
on the floor. For example: Jim Hill, Bill Spahn, and Gene Ingold had been regular starters as sophomores.
Add Meads and Carl Cain, and you'd have a very formidable line-up.



2008 Bowling Team
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award

● Here are some highlights of the boys 2007-2008 season State Championship team:
o 1st at the Guilford Survivor tournament
o 1st at Dixon toughman tournament
o 3rd at the Vernon Hills tournament
o 2nd at the Harlem tournament
o undefeated in the conference match play
o won the sectionals in Dixon
o and of course won State Tournament in O'Fallon Illinois
o Roster: Robbie Meinert senior, Ryan Buss senior, Tim Holbert senior, Matt Keith senior, Jesse Castle

senior, Tyler Hendrickson Jr, Kurtis Goeswisch Junior, Sydney DeVries sophomore
o Head coach John Kreeger, assistant coaches Dennis Endress and Bob Kuelling.
o FHS Records they hold: 2nd highest team series at 3988
o State Series High Game: Rob Meinert with a 279 and a High Series of 725
o Individual State Qualifiers included three of the team: Ryan Buss (11th place), Rob Meinert (16th

place) and Sidney DeVries (19th place)
● Freeport High School had not been home to a State Championship Team for any sport for more than 50 years

until the 2008 bowling team rolled their way through the state title.
● Jesse Castle was quoted in the yearbook in 2008 as really appreciating the nice restaurant meal the team had

after winning the state title!

Deacon Davis--1951 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● All State Center for the FHS State Champion Boys’ Basketball Team in 1951
● 1951-1954 Attended and graduated from the University of Iowa, playing basketball all four years
● 1955-1957 Played for the Harlem Globetrotters professional basketball team, touring cities in the United

States, Canada, Mexico, and South America.
● Fun fact: Deacon wore knee pads on his knees all through his playing days to protect his knees.
● 1968-1978 Director of Special Programs at Northern Illinois University, DeKalb Illinois
● Founded the NIU CHANCE program (Complete Help And Assistance for a College Education)
● 1978-1983 Executive Director of Intercollegiate Athletics at NIU
● 1983-2003 Joined Primerica Financial Services/Citigroup as a National Sales Director with offices in

Rockford, Chicago, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
● 1963-1983 (20 years!) Chairman of the Iowa Black Alumni Association
● 1999 University of Iowa Distinguished Alumni Award
● LEGACY: 2004 NIU CHANCE program is renamed to the McKinley “Deacon” Davis CHANCE program
● NIU CHANCE program today has more than 20 staff devoted to ensuring that students are successful at NIU

through counseling, tutoring, and mentoring programming.
● Students engaged in the CHANCE program start as Freshmen in order to ensure a strong transition from HS to

College
● Deacon saw the promise in youth and dedicated much of his life to service.
● The Deacon Davis Park on South Adams Avenue in Freeport is named in his honor



Carl Cain—1952 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Illinois High School "All-State Team":
● 1951 State Champions
● 1952 State finalists
● 1974 - Inducted into State of Illinois High School Athletic Hall of Fame
● University of Iowa "All-American":
● 1955 - Second Team All-Big Ten Conference
● 1955 Captain
● 1955 and 1956 - Most Valuable Player (MVP)
● 1956 - First Team All American
● 1956 - Iowa's MVP
● 1956 Tri-Captain
● Cain as a starting member of Iowa's "Fabulous Five" Final Four team (1956) continues to be the only team in

Iowa basketball history to play in the NCAA National Championship game. The Hawkeyes were defeated by
the University of San Francisco led by Bill Russell and KC Jones.

● 1980 - Cain's No. 21 jersey retired along with Fabulous Five teammates: (the late) Sharm Scheuerman, Bill
Seaberg, Bill Logan, and Bill Schoof.

● 1989 - Selected into the "charter" class of the University of Iowa's Athletic Hall of Fame.
● 2002 - Selected to Iowa's All-Century Team.
● Olympian 1956 - Melbourne Australia
● 1956 - Olympic Gold Medalist with teammates and friends Bill Russell and future brother-in-law, KC Jones.
● 1986 - Inducted into the US Olympic Hall of Fame with teammates Bill Russell and KC Jones.
● NBA Draft:
● 2nd round of the NBA Draft, Cain was selected by the Rochester Royals. The team eventually moved to

Cincinnati Ohio and a few years later drafted Oscar Robertson.
● Carl Cain -- "Following graduation from the University of Iowa, I enlisted in the US Army after having been

selected to the US Olympic Basketball team where we won gold in 1956. My wife Katherine and I moved to
California where I spent over 10 years as a Probation Officer for the LA County Probation Department. I
returned to the Midwest and briefly lived in the Chicagoland area before moving to Des Moines, Iowa, where
my wife and three daughters remained for the next 30 years. While in Des Moines, I remained very active in
the community and served as President of the Board at Homes of Oakridge, an affordable housing complex,
for almost 10 years. Also during that time, I served on the Board of Iowa Children and Family Services.

○ After retiring from Midwest Energy Company as the Director of Consumer Affairs for 15 years, my
wife and I relocated to Pickerington Ohio, a suburb of Columbus, to be near our three daughters, two
granddaughters and son-in-laws. Our family has been very blessed."



Jennifer Crouse--1995 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● All Conference: Soccer (1), Volleyball (2) and basketball (3)
● Two Years as Basketball MVP for the conference
● All State Basketball Junior and Senior Years
● Jennifer still hold the school records in scoring, rebounding and blocked shots for career, season and game.
● She has been inducted into the Illinois Basketball Hall of Fame
● Graduated from University of North Dakota in 2001 with an undergraduate degree in commercial aviation.
● Helped to lead University of North Dakota to three consecutive NCAA Division II championships in 1997,

1998 and 1999.
● Two-time NCAA DII Elite Eight Most Outstanding Player (1998, 1999).
● A two-time NCAA DII National Player of the Year (1997-98, 1998-99).
● Played overseas in Spain, Greece, Germany, and Australia, again setting records in field goal shooting

percentage, rebounding and blocked shots
● Has worked for Graduate International Tour Management Institute - allowing me the opportunity to work for

companies that provide tours to adults and student groups.
● Personal trainer and group exercise instructor
● Currently enrolled in post-graduate classes at Columbia International University, Columbia, South Carolina

pursuing a degree in Chaplaincy. (to be a chaplain)
● Fred Klipp – “In Jennifer's senior year, we were rated 2nd in the State and expected to have a very good

season. When we came to the Dixon Christmas tournament, they had scheduled us to play Stark County, a
very good small school in the first round. Their leading scorer was a 6 foot senior center. Early in the first
quarter they passed the ball to her inside. She faked one way, turned and shot and Jennifer blocked it. This
happened on two more occasions and she was clearly frustrated. The next time the ball came into her she
faked then passed it back out. This happened right in front of her bench. The coach stood up looked right at
her and told her to shoot the ball – she looked right back at him and said “she won't let me!””



Jesse Buss – 2003 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● 2001/2002 NIC-9 Bowling MVP
● Bowled a 300 game on 12/19/2002 vs. South Beloit
● 289 on 1/9/03 vs. Auburn
● High Average in the 2002-03 season was 228.82 (Remains a Freeport High School High Season Average

Record)
● High Series: (Holds current 1st, 3rd and 5th records)
● 774 on 12/16/2002 vs. South Beloit
● 765 on 1/23/2003 vs Winnebago
● 752 on 1/9/2003 vs. Auburn
● 2002/2003 IHSA All-State Team
● 2003 IHSA 3rd place Individual State Qualifier
● 2002/2003 IHSA 2nd Place Team
● 2003 Illinois Star of Tomorrow
● 2007 Jr. Team USA Member
● 2008 Intercollegiate National Champion - Wichita State University
● Graduated with a BS in Business Administration from Wichita State
● 6th place 2009 USBC Masters
● Joined the PBA in 2008
● 2008/2009 PBA Southwest Region Rookie of the Year
● 4 PBA Regional Titles
● 2nd place with Motown Muscle in the Inaugural PBA League
● According to PBA.com:
● One of Jesse’s most memorable moments was winning the Midwest Region Stars and Stripes Open at Scott

Air Force Base, Il...a tournament his late father Richie also won in the mid-1990s
● Continues to instruct future bowlers and serves as a Highland Community College Coach where he continues

to influence the future of bowling in our community.



Fred Klipp
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● Freeport School District Career: 1969-2002
● Girls’ Basketball Coaching Career Record: 446 wins, 204 losses
● 7 Conference Championships
● 35 game winning streak 1993-96
● 7 IHSA Regional Titles
● 3 IHSA Sectional Titles
● 2 IHSA State 3rd Place Titles (1993-1995 Team Record of 65 wins and 3 losses: undefeated regular season

1994-95, 28-0)
● 11 Tournament championships
● 9 20+win seasons
● 4 time NIC-10 Girls Basketball Coach of the Year
● Rockford Register Star Girls Sport Coach of the Year- twice
● IHSA Basketball Hall of Fame in 2001
● Pretzel Fans Club Glenn Pat Holmes Award 2012
● As an educator, started at Freeport Junior High in 1969 as a physical science teacher, coaching Junior High

football, basketball and track
● Came to FHS in 1995 teaching Biology and coaching football, basketball, and baseball
● In 1997 became a FHS Guidance Counselor until retiring in 2002
● Fred Klipp – “Stories about my actual coaching, clipboards that slipped from my hands, meditation, pinchy-

winchy, motivational quotes, team building sessions are better remembered by the players. Their acceptance
of team first concepts and dedication to what we wanted to accomplish as a team, or the reason I am being
recognized. I will forever be indebted to them.”

● Fred Klipp – “In my first years of coaching girls basketball, Bill was the athletic director. With the budget at
the time, when I needed equipment of some kind I would go to Bill. At the beginning of one season, as I was
putting everything together, I realized that I needed tape cutters. So off I went to Bill. He looked at me,
grabbed his keys and we headed for the first aid closet -no, the locker room – no – the pop machine? Bill
opened the pop machine in the back and handed me to a brand new tape cutter. Everyone had a system and
that was Bill's.”



Patty Norman – 1966 Graduate of Freeport High School
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● Patricia L Norman worked in Freeport School District for over 32 years.
● While in the district she taught at Taylor Park Elementary School, Carl Sandburg Middle school and Freeport

Junior High.
● In 1992 she became the Director of Human Resources and served in that position for five years.
● Subsequently, she became the principal at Freeport High School in 1995 and remained in that position until

January of 2002.
● In 2002, she returned to the position of Director of Human Resources and remained in that position until her

retirement in June of 2015.
● Pat is proud of several accomplishments while working in Freeport School District #145:
● In 1995, she became the first African-American principal in the district AND first female Principal of Freeport

High School when she served as Principal of Freeport High School.
● While principal at Freeport High School, Karen Johnson and Betty Mickel made an application with the

United States Navy to implement a Naval Junior reserve officers training Corps (NJROTC) program at
Freeport High School.

● Several months after the application was completed and submitted, an interview and on-site tour was
scheduled with a commander from the United States Navy Department. The interview took place on
September 10, 2001 the day before the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

● Three months later Freeport High School was approved as a site for the NJROTC program. As a result,
hundreds of students have excelled in this program that instills in students the values of citizenship, service to
the United States, personal responsibility and a sense of accomplishment. (we should note that an all girls
NJROTC team reigns as the National Champions currently).

● Also, while in the District, Pat was instrumental in the development of the New Teacher Mentoring and
Induction Academy. This program provided mentors for new teachers in the District along with an ongoing
orientation program to provide professional development on how we educate students for the challenges of
today and the opportunities of tomorrow. She was also instrumental in establishing a mentoring program for
paraprofessionals in the District.

● Pat was also very proud of the relationships that she developed with the various bargaining unions in the
District.

● In her “spare time” outside of work commitments:
● Past board member of several local organizations: New Horizons Counseling Center, Senior Resource Center,

and United Way
● Still serves on the Norman Sleezer Youth Services Board of Directors and is a Board member of the Boys and

Girls Club of Freeport and Stephenson County



Ernest Seeman – Graduate of Freeport High School
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● Teacher in the Freeport School District for 36 years (1940-1976)
● Moved to Freeport when he was six after the death of his father from influenza
● Began taking violin lessons at 8 and held the position of first chair in the newly formed Freeport Jr. High

Orchestra
● Learned multiple instruments and was Concertmaster and principal French Horn in the Freeport High School

band for three years
● Named 1st chair in the Illinois All State Orchestra in 1931 and 1932
● Attended Illinois Wesleyan and earned his BA in Music Education in 1937
● Initially he taught band in Peotone, IL for three years and then was hired back home in 1940 as the Assistant

Band Director under Karl Kubitz
● In 1950 he became the Freeport High School Orchestra Director
● He served as the chair of the Music Department for the District from 1965 until he retired in 1976
● He continued to teach lessons to area school children until 1998, a year prior to his passing.
● If you’re doing some math at this point, you should have figured out that from 1940 when he was hired by

FSD145 until 1998 when he stopped teaching lessons, Ernest had shaped the development of music in
Freeport youth for 58 years

● After his death in 1999, his wife Phyllis established a memorial fund in Ernest’s name to promote the string
program in the Freeport School District

● Ernest was a regional music leader as well
● He joined the Rockford Symphony Orchestra in 1941
● Became Concertmaster for the RSO in 1944, a position he held for 25 years
● He also served for 14 years as the Concertmaster for the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
● And he was the Principal violinist for the University of Wisconsin at Platteville Symphony Orchestra
● FHS Orchestra is more than 150 years old...one of the oldest in the country and Ernest deserves much credit

for the program’s longevity



Deb Stukenberg
Kathy Helm Friend of Freeport High School Award
● Founder, Kids Coats and Clothes of Freeport, IL, and a 1970 graduate of Freeport High School
● Deb always believed that children should be our focus
● After her kidney transplant (due to lupus complications) she looked for opportunities to serve and help others

because she felt she had been given a second chance at life.
● One of her first “projects” was a homeless student who could use some assistance with a prom tux. But she

didn’t stop there, she continued to follow him through college
● In 2008, Deb was lucky enough to win the Farm and Fleet grand reopening prize of $3000.
● Her husband Ed had visions of his man cave and garage projects in mind with the winnings, but Deb had other

plans...she formed the Kids, Coats, and Clothes charity to benefit our Freeport school children who lacked
clothing.

● Deb launched into her new venture by talking to anyone who would listen. The community responded with
donations of both money and clothing.

● A year later, in 2009, the charity reached non-profit status and churches and individuals continued to donate.
● An annual fall give-away is still held at Faith United Methodist.
● The charity has expanded to not just fill clothing needs, but also helps with basic school supplies and

uniforms.
● When cold weather hits, the ladies are super busy, making as many as 5-6 runs a day to schools for needy

students.
● Deb insisted in a fast turnaround, because she was haunted by stories of siblings having to take turns sharing a

coat or children who didn’t attend school on cold days
● Deb received local accolades from the American Business Women’s Association chapter in Freeport as

Woman of the Year while she was still with us.
● 100% of all donations go back to the program
● Their space is donated rent free by Representative Brian Stewart, who has taken the Kids, Coats, and Clothes

program under his wing from the beginning because he remembers struggles from his own childhood.
● One of the most remarkable things about Deb’s mission is that she never wanted to meet the children or

families she helped. She wants to remain faceless and works through the schools to identify students in need.
● To us, Deb and her helpers are angels sent to our children, many times delivering the needed items within the

hour to the school. We know their kind faces and we get to see the rewarding smiles of the children they help
day after day. All that we do is place a quick call and provide the sizes or needs. They do all the rest.

● According to her husband, if Deb were still here today, she’d be surprised by how large the program has
grown.

● Her mission is fulfilled daily: “To help the less fortunate who attend preschool through high school in our
community by providing some of the necessary items with hopes of empowerment and not enabling.”

● Deb has left such a legacy for our children. We can only repay her with our thank you and by honoring her
here tonight.



Albert Lenoir --1948 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● Albert started taking care of his family starting at age 15, when the oldest started helping to provide for the

family when his dad passed away.
● After graduating from Freeport High School in June 1948, Albert joined the Air Force and served six years in

the military before his honorable discharge in 1953 as a staff sergeant. He wore his uniform with pride.
● He was a radio, radar and electronics technician and continued to fix small home electronics for many in

Freeport (what other considered junk he was able to get working again) because electronics work was a talent
of his.

● Two years later, in 1955, Albert married Patricia St. James AND became a police officer. Wearing a uniform
in service was just what Albert did.

● Albert Sydney Lenoir was the first black police officer in the Freeport Police Department.
● Early in his career, Albert dealt with intense racism.
● He was not well accepted, sometimes by the community but mostly by other officers. Jim Crow type notes

and slurs were not uncommon. He was put into positions to see if he would get ticked enough to quit. He
always kept cool and level headed.

● His first night of work, none of the other officers came to work. It took the threat of the loss of their jobs to
convince the officers to report.

● Albert kept a lot inside. He just took care of moving forward day after day.
● Albert understood community policing. Other officers didn’t like the fact that he sometimes took someone

straight home rather than arresting them for something they didn’t need to be arrested for.
● Eventually he earned the respect of the other officers, and was promoted to Interim Police Chief. He was not

selected for Police Chief after serving in that role for quite some time.
● He was not one to give up on anything. He read and learned constantly. Crosswords in the paper were his

favorite. One time he finished so many crosswords and entered them in the Chicago Tribune contest that they
told him not to apply anymore. He loved trivial information and memorized it. He loved to read dictionaries!

● He loved to quiz his family and friends. Anything he read stuck with him, and he read a lot. Probably a
photographic memory or at least an amazing memory. He loved to bet you that he knew something you didn’t
know.

● He was very talented and it is hard to hold a person down when they keep coming at you. He was respected
and loved because of his calm approach and ability to meet any challenge.

● Albert passed away in April of 2012.



Dr. Julia Phillips --1972 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● B. S. Physics, College of William and Mary, M.S. and Ph.D. Applied Physics, Yale University
● She is most proud of her great family who supported her successful career
● Original research on thin films for electronics and other applications, resulting in more than 100 papers in peer

reviewed journals plus several invited book chapters and reviews
● Leadership of research organizations, culminating in serving as Vice President of Research at Sandia National

Laboratories (a 10,000 person national security laboratory)
● Elected member of the National Academy of Engineering and Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and

Sciences (highest level of recognition in my field) plus elected fellow of three professional societies
● Married to the love of her life for almost 30 years with 2 accomplished and successful daughters – one a

violinist and the other a chemist
● She is proud of always serving others: Mentoring dozens of students, postdoctoral associates, and colleagues

over the years, ranging from high school students to senior scientists and engineers
● Serving her profession through leadership of several professional societies (president, boards of directors,

etc.), most recently as a member of the National Science Board (a Presidential-level appointment) and as
Home Secretary of the National Academy of Engineering

● Lifelong learning: Learning new fields from computer architectures to nuclear research reactors well enough
to be able to lead Sandia’s research effort and to chair technical studies for the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (the studies provide technical advice to policymakers in Congress and
the Executive Branch of the US Government)

● For fun: Travel, including visiting all 50 states and 10 Canadian provinces (plus a number of other countries)
and living in all four continental U.S. time zones while expanding her flute repertoire beyond classical to be
able to play a variety of styles with John (her husband), including Celtic and even a little jazz

● Dr. Julia Phillips is a nationally respected engineer who has represented Freeport Pretzels well on a global
stage.



Frank “Ned” Furst --1956 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● Mr. Furst started at Furst-McNess in 1966 after earning a BA from Yale in American Studies, an MBA from

the University of Michigan, and his CPA while working for Arthur Anderson Company.
● The two most important things in Ned’s life have been his family and the successful growth of the Furst-

McNess Company in Freeport, IL
● Furst-McNess’s growth resulted from redirecting and building the company from its base as a rural route

consumer products and feed business to a thriving and focused feed ingredients business.
● In the late 60s, Furst-McNess started to sell their vitamin mineral pre-mixes directly to the livestock producer,

then in the early 90s, acquired a commodities grain business to broaden their product line, and then added
ethanol byproducts in the 2000s, and by 2010 decided to leave the consumer products business behind and
more recently have entered the antibiotic free swine industry.

● Through all of the decisions, the flexibility to rethink, change direction, and continue to look toward growth
has directly impacted the growth and financial impact of the Furst-McNess business on our local economy.

● Ned continues to serve as Chairman of the Board and has turned over daily operations, with the founding
values still very much in place: Product integrity and the fair treatment of employees, customers, and
communities Furst-McNess operates in.

● Ned is pleased to have helped Furst-McNess continue to grow with the third generation of the Furst family
involved in the business.

● Ned has also devoted time to the community.
● He served on the School Board where he was part of a team of board members who created a positive

environment where the Board worked with the teachers to improve the school system.
● He served on the hospital board as chairman and worked through reorganization while serving in that role, Has

served on the Stephenson County Board as chairman of finances, and he assisted Today's Bank of Freeport and
Vermont American Corporation of Louisville, KY prior to those organizations being sold. He has also worked
with the Freeport Art Museum, Lincoln-Douglas Society and is a member of Grace Episcopal Church.

● His family is most important to him. He was married to Hapsie for more than 50 years prior to her passing in
2012 and raised three wonderful daughters, two of whom have worked for the company at various points of
their careers, (with Martha continuing to serve as Vice Chairman of the Board), and one other daughter who is
an an art educator.

● Today, he enjoys traveling with his companion, JoAnn Savoy (a retired University of Wisconsin librarian),
playing duplicate bridge in Rockford and regional tournaments, and continuing to be a life long learner and
public servant.



Rufus Pearson – 1962 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Rufus was the most sought after senior in the nation his senior year. He was Heisman Trophy material. He

was the superstar running back who comes along only once in awhile.
● Preston and Rufus were so sports minded and they would tell Edward to go sit on the curb while they played

with older boys...they always played up and honed their skills. Everyone came over to our house to get them
to play all the time.

● They sat in the basement, made their own weights and worked out with homemade weights.
● One historian described his defensive prowess, "When Rufus hit you - he hit you hard. Next time you will

get out of the way."
● Edward remembers the line of people waiting to get into the football games would wrap down to Blackhawk

school.
● Rufus and Gayle Sayers (who graduated from Omaha Central HS), battled it out for the most yardage season

after season. Gayle ended up winning by four yards because Rufus injured his leg toward the end of his senior
season.

● Rufus was fast as lightning. During a football game with LaSalle Peru, the ball was dropped and Rufus caught
up to the fellow from LaSalle Peru from 50 yards away and stopped the touchdown...they only ended up with a
field goal.

● Nate Johnson gave Rufus a watch to time himself and he timed himself ALL THE TIME. Racing himself,
racing others that was what Rufus was known for.

● One morning, Edward and his friends were throwing rocks at the train because we were bored. They saw
Rufus in a stance. They didn’t know about his morning training routine. Rufus raced the train. He gave the
train a head start and he caught the train and looked at the conductor before he took off with the speed of
lightning.

● Out there in the back behind Taylor Park School were some horses. Others would say: Let’s go get
Rufus...he’ll run the horses down for us so we can ride them.

● Rufus always practiced running. He gave Edward and his friends a mile head start. We didn’t think he could
catch us. We thought we could even stop and eat some ice cream. We threw our ice cream down...Edward
remembers getting chewed out for not “keeping running” like Rufus told me to.

● Rufus went to camp at SIU one summer and when he came home he just wasn’t the same. He looked
different, and acted differently.

● Rufus hit hard, it may have been a concussion, or something similar. We don’t know, but we also know that
medicine now isn’t what it was then. Something changed Rufus forever.

● Honored to receive the award for Rufus. The family is grateful.
● Rufus and Preston were always sports minded. They were always playing football,

basketball...something...every day.
●
● Journal Standard Articles from the FHS 1961 Football Season -- Rufus Pearson's senior year
● He played on both offense and defense. He was equally good on both sides of the ball.
● He was a running back and used to run back punts and kickoffs on special teams. He racked up many yards

and TDs throughout his career.
● One such article on 10/13/61 where the Pretzels won 7-6 wrote: "Pearson was the only Pretzel defender with

even a chance of stopping LaSalle Peru's star quarterback.”
● Another article indicated that Rufus could match up with the best of any player in the conference.
● Adjectives to describe him in Journal Standard articles described him as "fast", "outstanding", "speedster", and

"versatile".
● At one point during the 1961 season, Rufus was in sole possession as the conference individual scoring leader.
● The 1961 football team won its first 7 games while losing its last 2. The 1961 football team was the 7th

winningest football program in 48 years history at FHS.
● Rufus was a huge contributor to the team's success.



Leroy Dixson – 1981 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Qualifying for state in the 4x100 meter relay plus the 400 and 200 meter dash
● Taking 3rd in the 400M relay at state (wasn’t slated to place)
● Winning the 400M dash (1st since 1947)
● Winning 4 individual events at the conference meet (1st ever)
● Being selected to all conference in 3 sports; football, basketball and track
● Setting school records in basketball (47 points) and track 10.5 in the 100M dash and 47.3 in 400 meter dash
● Running back a 97 yard kickoff return in our senior year homecoming football game to win the game for us.
● Being selected as the male athlete of the year in 1981
● Attending the University of Wisconsin Madison on a track and football scholarship
● Breaking the world record in the 400 yd. and 600 yard dash
● Qualifying for the 1984 and 1996 Olympic trials
● Winning the 400M dash at the World University games in Kobe, Japan (84)
● Records that still stand: 400M and 600M at Wisconsin and 300yard dash and 4x400M relay at ISU. At FHS:

Mr. Dixson still holds the 400M Dash record he set in 1981 as well as the 100 M Dash record also in 1981.
at FHS...our most beloved Pretzel Bowl Track.

● Meeting and marrying his wife, Sara Dixson, who has blessed him with 3 wonderful children; Alexa, Austin
and Alijah and he says has helped to mold him into the man he has become is definitely a highlight of his life.

● In Dixson’s own words: Having Lynn Wilson as my Guidance Counselor was the main reason I was able to
accomplish the things I did in high school. He promised my mother before she passed that he would mentor
and guide me through school. He did this by introducing me to some very caring people in the community
(Lyle King, Jack Meyers, Pete McClanathon, Bill Green) and by accepting me into his own family. Without
him I would not have had the same success in high school.

● He is proud to say that the career path he chose has allowed him to be a mentor and a coach to many students
at Enderlin Public School. It gives me great satisfaction knowing that I may be that “mentor” in a student’s
life, just as Lynn Wilson was for me.



Willie Veasley -- 2006 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● FHS all-time leading scorer boys’ basketball and four year starter with1860 points
● NIC-9 All-Conference 3 times (sophomore, junior, senior) and NIC-9 MVP (senior year)
● Averaged 25 point/game (senior year) and selected 1st team all state by the Champaign News-Gazette
● Butler University Basketball

○ NCAA Championship Game (2006)
○ only FHS alum to play in the NCAA championship

● Butler made the NCAA playoffs each of the years while Willie was playing for them and Willie as a player
accrued more wins than any other Butler player

● 1st Team All Horizon League Defensive Team
● 2010 Speedway Horizon League Men’s Basketball Championship All-Tournament Team
● 1st Butler Player to Play in 4 Consecutive NCAA Tournaments
● NCAA Final 4 Participant
● NCAA National Championship Runner Up to Duke in 2010
● Winningest Player in Butler History (118 Wins)
● Production stats are important in athletics, but it should be noted that Coach Brad Stevens (current Boston

Celtics head coach) indicated Willie was the best example of servant leadership that he has seen in his
coaching career.

● Willie played professionally in Japan during 2010-11 and 2011-2012 Drafted in the 5th Round of the NBA
Development League by the Rio Grand Valley Vipers

● While in Freeport for a few years after leaving Japan, Willie was very active with the youth in the community.
It was not uncommon to see him playing basketball with kids at the Boys' and Girls' Club and FHS. Many kids
look up to him and he is a great role model.

● Willie is still involved with the game of basketball. High School coach, Jeff Lawfer, isn’t surprised. He
remarked: “Willie is basketball and basketball is Willie. He is such a role model for the sport. He always
does it right, on and off the court.”

● Professionally, Willie goes by Will Veasley now...but back home in Pretzel territory, he will always be Willie
to us.

● Willie is currently an assistant coach at North Dakota State’s men’s basketball program.



Farrell Benefiel
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award

● FSD#145 career: 28 years (1956-1984)
● Back when Farrell was looking for a job, the IL State Supt Of Education recommended he look at

Freeport HS...a top 5 school in the state at the time.
● Taught for 28 years in PE and Industrial Arts, and was continually asked to lead efforts of the school

district and community
● Examples:
o Developed a night-time woods class for adults
o Ran summer school by asking teachers to get 25 students for their course which took enrollment from

450-1550 students in three year in the mid-70s
o Organized and supervised student hall monitors who helped monitor halls during passing time
o Helped lead committees to discuss progressive education and race relations
o Wrote 150+ letters a year to colleges for student athletes--regional athletes, not just Freeport kids
o Worked with Nadine Boyer to make sure that every sophomore PE student with a bit of talent joined

an athletic team...and he wasn’t shy about telling coaches like Nate Johnson: “If I send you a kid, play
him. He is better than what you have on the field now.”

o For 11 years from 1960-71 ran the City of Freeport recreation department and built it from 4
employees at 3 playgrounds to 25 employees at 9 playgrounds

● Coaching: Football, Baseball, Basketball, Tennis and Wrestling...numerous regional, sectional
and state appearances

o Football: lucky enough to coach both Rufus and Preston Pearson as well as Ron Norman Jr. while
winning more than 75% of games

o Basketball: Coached with Wes Luedeking and Bill Chance and taught the game to legendary FHS
athletes like Preston Pearson, Kim Hughes, Ron and Tom Norman and Cal Cummins

o Tennis: Noteworthy that in 1962 Bob Luedeke went all the way to State, and came back to Freeport to
teach and coach

o Baseball: coached again with Bill Chance for three years
o Wrestling: coached several more championship athletes like Brad Hardbach
● 1974 was named Man of the Year by the Chamber of Commerce for his community work.
● To this day, whoever the Freeport High School Athletic Director is still takes Farrell his favorite

analgesic salve for joints from the supply at Freeport High School...just like the balm that he used
when he coached

● Farrell taught and coached at a time when physical education became co-ed and much more
inclusive. He made sure students were involved in their school and then opened the door to their
next move after high school by paving the way to college opportunities.



Ron Norman, Sr.
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● FSD#145 career: 30 years (1955-1985)
● Ron Sr. Came to Freeport in 1955 after winning the Iowa State Championship at Ames, Iowa HS. The new

Freeport Superintendent came from Ames and asked Ron to join him.
● Ron was known at Freeport High School for his year as a basketball and golf coach.
● Composed 195-110 record in 12 years in head boys' basketball career. This is the highest winning percentage

of any FHS coach with more than 8 years at the helm. Won a regional every year he coached and 2 sectional
titles, but of course it was a one class system back then.

● Some basketball highlights (It was the Big 8 conference back then) include conference championships in ‘63
and ‘65. The 1965 team advanced to the super-sectional and was undefeated in conference (14-0) and 26-2
overall.

● Golf teams under Ron’s leadership won 7 conference championships and 6 teams advanced to State along with
several individuals over the years.

● He made sure kids went on to play at the next level and is directly responsible for contacting universities to
help push forward a Freeport athlete to play at the next level on scholarship

● Athletic Director highlights included witnessing the beginning of ladies athletics at the HS level, from zero to
nine in his tenure (one of his biggest regrets is that his own daughters did not get to participate in sports).

● He was instrumental in rebuilding Pretzel Stadium including a new track (replacing the old cinder track)
● He was instrumental in the building of the West Gym
● Instrumental in building Hustle Field--our high school baseball diamond.
● Ron Sr’s daughter Pat remembers: that Ron Jr. played on his '65 basketball team and was named all State!

She remembers like any father/son coaching arrangement, sometimes it wasn't positive for their relationship.
● Ron was proud of all of his children’s success. He always pushed them to give back and pay it forward and

was especially proud that two of his kids followed in his footsteps too (coaching and working with students).
(Pete serves as athletic director at HCC and Pat also teaches)

● Ron Sr’s kids remember their Dad working long and hard for Freeport High School, but always having time
for his own children to guide and mentor them. He was a wonderful dad as well as coach.

● Freeport High School remembers his dedication to student athletes and willingness to always put in the extra
time with them to hone their skills and a kind recommendation to help them play at the next level on
scholarship.



Nadine Boyer, Sandra Toerber, and Donna Reed
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● Nadine Boyer – FSD career 12 years (1968-1980)
● Sandra Toerber – FSD career 25 years (1969-1978 & 1989-2005)
● Donna Reed – FSD career 34 years (1964-1998)
● Initially, the three teachers taught girls PE, then co-ed PE changed their landscape a bit. (But Nadine says it

wasn’t that much different)
● The three PE teachers first started by forming the GAA, Girls’ Athletic Association, and received accolades

for their quick progress in opening up athletic opportunities for girls
● Then along came the Congressional Act of 1972, named Title IX, which gave girls the same athletic

opportunities as boys.
● The three PE teachers were quickly turned into girls’ athletic team coaches overnight.
● Despite wearing hand-me-down boys’ uniforms and the shortage of equipment sized for girls, the girls’

coaches quickly racked up wins.
● From 1973-1979, the three coaches teamed up to garner a total of 11 conference championships in track and

field, volleyball and tennis.
● Stories: Nadine remembers that one day the trio walked into Mr. Prynn’s office (the Principal) to put a poem

about their dislike of room 125--the overflow room for students who didn’t fit into the cafeteria or library..the
problem was Mr. Prynn was about to interview a new teacher (who they passed in the waiting area on the way
to put their poem in his office!) and he gently reminded them that he wanted to hire new teachers, and he didn’t
want them thinking he didn’t have control...even though he liked the poem!

● Nadine remembers girls singing on the bus, teaching good sportmanship, teaching stewardship (pick up the bus,
help set up the hurdles (home or away) AND she remembers preparing for a big meet by abandoning the
typical practice plan and heading into the gym to play volleyball (the boys team was stunned...because after all
they had a big meet!) but then they set at least 5 new school records. Unconventional, and kept the sport fun.

● All three ladies remember the camaraderie of fellow PE teachers and coaches Farrell Benefiel and Dick Regez.
● Donna remembers taking the volleyball team one game away from State.
● Donna also remembers Freeport’s dominance in badminton, especially in 1975 when they took the conference

title...but then badminton teams were retired from conference play.
● Sandy remembers when we started the girls interscholastic program Ron Norman said that would be fine as

long as we did not spend anything because there was no budget for it. He did find some money for officials
but the first year that was about it.

● Sandy also remembers in their Physical education classes for basketball they played two guards two forwards
half court with a rover who could play both sides of the center line. When they started the sports program they
transitioned to five players.

● Sandy’s stories: Farrell Benefiel gave us some old jerseys. The other day I was talking with a former player
and she said how much they hated those Jerseys because the holes were so large, they wore shirts under them.
When we started the girls tennis program the transportation was me and my parents. At one meet I had given a
student my key to get into my trunk, she locked the key in and we had to borrow rackets until a locksmith
could come and open the trunk.



Doug Firebaugh – 1958 Graduate of Freeport High School
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● FSD#145 career: 36 years (1963-1999)
● Doug started teaching at FHS in fall of 1963-and introduced the new CHEM STUDY approach to teaching

chemistry-Doug...you’ll chuckle at the fact that a similar approach is now “en vogue” again in science (Like
fashion, all good ideas in education make their way back around into the classroom again!)

● He became co-advisor of JETS (Junior Engineering Technical Society) which was our local science club
affiliated with the National Organization. The club was in the process of grinding a 12 inch telescope mirror
and raising money to build an observatory which we opened in 1967.

● Introduced and taught an Advanced Chem class in 1966
● Introduced and taught an Astronomy class in 1967
● Received “Outstanding Young Educator” award from Jaycees in 1967.
● Received “Outstanding High School Chemistry Teacher” award from the Rock River Section of the American

Chemical Society in 1980.
● Recognized by the National JETS Organization as JETS Faculty Advisor of the year and our club was honored

as the “Best Club In The Nation.”
● In 1981, Doug’s prominence as a science instructor took him to a National level. He was asked to address the

JETS Advisors at the National Assembly in Washington DC.
● Doug was recognized as “Educator of The Year” by Freeport School District in 1988
● And received the “Award of Excellence” by the State Board of Education in 1990
● He felt greatly honored when the former JETS Observatory was renamed the Doug Firebaugh Observatory in

the spring of 2014
● As Doug looked back on his teaching career of 36 years, he remarked that he feels so blessed to have worked

with so many dedicated teachers and supportive staff. However it was the students that brought him the greatest
joy and satisfaction as he followed their progress through his classes and then into fulfilling vocations. Doug
believes there is no greater “perk” in teaching than to have former students express their appreciation for what
they had learned in your class and how they used it through the years.

● Last year, Freeport High School celebrated its 90th birthday--the historic building was built in 1926! Doug
made sure to attend our party and told story after story...but what most memorable was his response to an early
career Pretz News article...wow...I had hair back then!

● Doug’s old room remains the only science room renovated at FHS. He is a man who made things happen for
both Freeport High School and our community.



Jeff Lamm – 1975 Graduate of Freeport High School
Kathy Helm Friend of Freeport High School Award
● Jeff Lamm is being honored here tonight as a longtime community volunteer and Freeport High School

volunteer
● Lincoln-Douglas Kiwanis Member since 1978--Served as president for 3 terms
● Kiwanis Club coordinator to FSD145 for K-Kids, Builders Club and Key Club
● Implemented and served as advisor to Key Club at FHS for 33 years
● Coordinated Activities/Fundraising efforts between Kiwanis and school sponsored K-12 Programs to benefit

children worldwide
● Coached Jr. Tackle
● Coached Little League
● Past Board of Directors for Boys and Girls Club
● Presented with the Amador medallion Award by Kiwanis in August of 2017 for excellence in community

work as a Kiwanian for 35 years
● Honored with the George F. Hixson Fellow Award
● 40 year career and community commitment running family business--Freeport Glass
● Lives Pay It Forward. Providing trophies at little cost to student activities, volunteering for events, and

mentoring students…
● Jeff continues to help to shape the future of Freeport by Paying it Forward with our youth.



George Dewey Lipscomb--1917 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● George Dewey Lipscomb made history in Freeport when in 1917 he became the first Black student to graduate
Freeport High School

● Known for his ability to speak and write well, George won the state oratorical championship while in high
school

● After graduation, he attended Northwestern University
● He continued his path to become a College Professor at Wiley College in West Virginia and then later was a

professor at Howard University
● As an accomplished author, George is credited with co-writing a biography of George Washington

Carver with Shirley Graham DuBois, another noted Black author.
● To put his accomplishments in perspective, let us reflect for a moment on the historical context in which

George lived as a young black man 100 years ago.
● At this time, the census estimates approximately 10% of our country was black. When the U.S. enters World

War I, approximately 370,000 of the enlisted troops are black and more than 1000 are in positions of
leadership, commanding troops.

● However, riots and lynchings were not uncommon. In 1917 the NAACP organized a silent march in which
10,000 black americans participated. In 1919, the race riots and lynchings by the KKK (many of soldiers
returning home from the war) are so egregious, the summer of 1919 is coined the “Red Summer of 1919” by
poet James Weldon Johnson

● Economic and farming conditions in the South as well as a need to replace the cheap labor of the european
immigrants who stopped coming to the US during the war, allowed many blacks to be recruited from the
South to the North during the decade of the 1910s-20s, mostly to work in manufacturing related jobs.

● However, blacks were far more likely to be under-represented in schools, barred from accessing higher
studies, and discouraged from taking work typically completed by a Caucasian man.

● Despite these political and social issues of the time, George not only completed his high school, but also
college degree. He took up teaching to continue to pay it forward and educate future students.



Russell Slifer--1983 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Born in Elwood, IN; grew up in Freeport.
● Russ gives all his credit to his wife, Phyllis (Secker) Slifer, a 1985 graduate of Freeport High School, who has

supported and encouraged him throughout his career.
● With interests that mainly focused on science and engineering he has fond memories of high school woodshop

class with Mr. O’Neill, electronics class with Mr. DeHahn, Physics with Mr. Langdon, and the swim team
with coach David Steenrod (Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award winner).

● He was the first in his family to graduate from college, earning a degree in Electrical Engineering from Iowa
State University in 1988.

● After college, Russ returned to Freeport as a design engineer for Honeywell - Micro Switch where he designed
automotive sensors.

● He is the inventor of two patents in video game and database technologies.
● Russ earned his law degree from Northern Illinois University in 1994 where he was a member of the NIU Law

review.
● He practiced patent law in Minneapolis, MN for 8 years before moving to Boise, ID where he became the

Chief Patent Counsel for Micron Technology, a fortune 150 semiconductor manufacturer.
● Deciding to serve our country, he left Micron Technology and became the first Regional Director of the

United States Patent and Trademark office in Denver, CO. In this role, Russ was the USPTO’s primary
liaison with the innovation community in the Rocky Mountain Region.

● Russ was appointed by President Obama to serve as the Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Deputy Director of the United States Patent and Trademark. In this position he
managed day-to- day operation of the 13,000-employee agency.

● He has testified before Congress and the Federal Trade Commission on Intellectual Property issues and is a
nationally recognized leader in patent law. Russ has served as President of the Association of Corporate
Patent Counsel and currently serves on the Board of Directors of the National Inventors Hall of Fame.

● In his own words: “I have had many mentors help me in my life and I am very grateful to Lyle King, Lynn
Wilson and a great friend, Duane “Chad” Tempel, who were instrumental in setting me on the right path in
high school.”



Jean Farrar--1945 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Jean Farrar was born May 21, 1927 in Chicago, Illinois.
● Jean was raised in Freeport and educated in Freeport schools, graduating with the class of 1945.
● She raised four successful children, Floyd, Phil, Tanya, and Michael.
● She began her work with children and education as the secretary for Project Head Start in 1966. She served in

this role for four years. Eventually, Jean rose to become the Director of the Freeport Head Start Program
● Jean’s leadership extended beyond Freeport, as she served with the Illinois Head Start Directors Association in

leadership capacities.
● In 1983, leadership of the Martin Luther King Center named Jean Farrar Educator of the Year. Jean also

served on the Board of the King Center for 6 years
● Jean was a member of Gamma Taus, a black women’s social club which provided meals and clothing to the

elderly and the young in the Freeport community
● Jean often sought advice and gave advice for preschool parents and communicated quite often with Geraldine

Jones who was the Director for the Amity Daycare Facility.
● Our own school district honored Jean’s tireless devotion to the young of the community when it named

Jones- Farrar elementary school after Geraldine Jones and Jean Farrar, who tirelessly shaped our
community’s progress toward educating our youngest learners.

● Jean passed away in March 1987. If Jean were with us tonight, she would want us to know how important it is
for our community to continue to come together. She was a crusader for children.

● She cared about those less fortunate, but Headstart was about more than just children. It was about families.
As a mother, she made sure her own family ate together in the evening and that they prayed together at church.

● Jean knew that family and church made for a better family, better community, better relationships, and a better
town.

● While Jean never worked for the school district, many probably thought she did. Her husband was a custodian
in the district for 20 years, but Jean was regularly seen as a volunteer parent for classroom parties, helping
teachers, and even serving on the PTA Board for Taylor Park Elementary.



Phil Farrar-- Graduate of Freeport High School”
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Phil Farrar is a national award winning broadcast journalist who has interviewed pretty much anyone who
has been named a “somebody” in their time.

● Freeport born and raised and attended Taylor Park K-6 where he was named 'Patrol Boy' Of The Year.
● Began broadcasting football games on Freeport Cable In 1973-1974. He broadcast football and basketball

games his Junior and Senior years.
● At FHS he played basketball and baseball and was awarded baseball Team’s 'Rock Of The Year Award,'
● As a very, terribly proud Pretzel, Phil served as one of three Commencement Speakers for the Freeport High

School Bi-Centennial Class Of 1976 and wore a red, white, and blue tassel instead of the customary orange
and black tassel.

● From 1976-1980 Phil attended college and graduated with a communications degree specializing in radio and
television broadcasting.

● Covered the arrival by Georgia Governor and Presidential Candidate Jimmy Carter. Youngest reporter on
Press Row during Drake Relays In 1978.

● Anchor/Reporter at WREX-TV from 1980-1989. First Interview, Golfer Chi Chi Rodriguez.
● Reported From Dixon, Illinois where Ronald Reagan grew up (He was born in Tampico) And In 1980 was

there when he was elected President.
● Interviewed local hostages held in Iran for 444 days. Leland Holland ,from Scales Mound and Kevin

Hermanning from Janesville, Wisconsin.
● Interviewed Vice-President George H.W. Bush days before he was elected President.
● He has interviewed Bruce Jenner among other famous celebrities, including when he worked for CBS and

NBC in Chicago from 1989-1992, his first interview was Jimmy Stewart.
● Phil has covered every living President and has had one on one interviews with Presidents Carter, Bush #41,

Clinton, Bush #43 and has covered Obama and Trump.
● In 2004 Phil was embedded as the only reporter on board for two weeks with the USS Ronald Reagan as the

world’s largest aircraft carrier made its way from Virginia to San Diego.
● He has covered four Superbowls, one World Series, and one NBA Playoff Series along with college sports
● He has covered countless murder trials, court cases, military stories, entertainment, investigative and deadly

wildfires.
● Phil has volunteered for the D.A.R.E.program and has spent countless hours with children of abused women

associated with the YWCA of San Diego.
● He has emceed and given back to journalism associations and scholarships
● Phil is currently anchoring the Weekend Edition at AM 600 KOGO Radio in San Diego. He is also the Senior

Correspondent with an emphasis on politics, military and sports.



David Taylor --- 1962 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award

● Dave Taylor, according to his nominator, Gale Otto, was declared by legendary Freeport coach, Ron Norman,
as the best basketball player he’d ever coached.

● Dave was known to completely dominate the basketball court
● David was just as dominate in track, holding several records in the hurdles, high jump, and relays. He barely

missed an Olympic hurdle team opportunity.
● As a 3 sport athlete, David used his speed as a weapon on the football field as well as an offensive tight end.
● At the time, our high school conference was voted the toughest in the country, with strong competition from

athletes across Northern Illinois.
● In college, David continued his dominance, which eventually led to his induction in the Truman State

University Hall of Fame in basketball and track.
● As a senior basketball player, he averaged 12.9 point, 12.3 rebounds and was named to the All-MIAA second

team.
● In track he earned All-American honors, setting new school and conference records in the high jump.
● He was the recipient of the 1966 Stickler Cup as the outstanding senior athlete.
● Mr. Taylor says the Stickler Cup award, participating in NCAA Division II and Division I track

championships and his selection to the Quincy (Ill.) College Christmas Basketball All-Tournament team were
the highlights of his college athletic career.

● After graduation in 1967 with a B.S.E. degree he spent two years in the Army and then moved to the Boston
area.

● He worked for the city of Watham (Mass.) recreation department and was the department director from 1975-
81. He relocated to Maryland and worked for a government recreation program. He also worked as a
supervisor of youth programs and conservation projects for the Maryland Department of Natural Resources,
Parks and Wildlife Service. (https://trumanbulldogs.com/hof.aspx?hof=203)

● Dave wants us all to know how much he values the legacy of the Freeport Pretzels.
● In fact, one highlight story he shared is of a Drake University large scale track meet he participated in while in

college. During the event, he received a note from 8 or 9 Freeport High School coaches present at the event.
Neither Dave nor the Freeport coaches knew their paths would cross that day, but the Freeport crew went out
of their way to send a good luck note, signed by all present, to Dave.

● He still has that note today...it happened to have been written on Frank Burn’s blank check.
● After taking 2nd in the meet that day, the coaches and Dave enjoyed a nice reunion at Drake. What still

impresses Dave is the effort his high school coaches made that day, just to make him feel special and
connected to Freeport.



Randy Hawley--1966 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award

● High School Football
○ Started on Offense and Defense for 2 Years
○ 2nd Place in Conference Junior Year
○ Captain Senior Year
○ Led Conference in Pass Receptions Senior Year

● Basketball
○ Won Sophomore Conference Championship
○ Two Year Varsity Starter, Captain Senior Year
○ All Conference Honorable Mention Junior Year, All Conference Senior Year
○ Team Records: 26-2 and 20-6.
○ Won Conference Championship Junior Year and 3rd Place Senior Year

● Track and Field
○ 3 Year Varsity Performer
○ Captain Senior Year
○ MVP Senior Year
○ High Point Scorer Junior and Senior Years
○ Broke School Record for Most Points Scored in One Season
○ Broke Conference Record in High Jump – 6’5”
○ Broke School Records in High Jump – 6’5” and 880 Relay
○ Team won the Madison West Indoor Track Meet my Senior year, becoming
○ the 1st Illinois team to ever win the meet.

● College
○ Attended Northwestern University on Track Scholarship
○ Broke School Records in High Jump – 6’10”, the 440 Yd. relay and Mile Medley Relay.
○ Placed 5th in the High Jump at the Big Ten Indoor Championships
○ Placed 2nd in the High Jump at the Big Ten Outdoor Championships
○ Qualified for the NCAA Championships in the High Jump

● Freeport Coaching
○ Head High School Swim Coach 1970-77

■ Prior to 1970 Swim Team had 1 winning season in 25 years
■ Had 4 Consecutive Winning Seasons 1974-77
■ Voted Conference Swim Coach of the Year Twice
■ Swim Team won Conference Championship in 1977
■ First Conference Swim Championship in School History

● Assistant High School Track Coach 1971-74
● Head Jr. High Track Coach 1974-77
● Assistant High School Football Coach 1970-72

○ Won Conference Sophomore Championship 1972
● Distinguished career in education, continuing to pay it forward to educate our future.
● Randy has served as an Asst. Superintendent of schools and Superintendent across the country. Currently he

resides in Sedona, Arizona and is retired, but still serving on his local school board.



Arnetta McGee--1948 Freeport Grad, FSD #145 Career: 36 years (1966-2002)
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award

● In the spring of 2018, Arnetta (pronounced Ar-neat-a) recounted her life and work as an educator to Dr. Patty
Burke, her nominator. This summer, Arnetta passed away, leaving behind a legacy of educating Freeport
students who loved her. Arnetta McGee BELIEVED in her students everyday.

● And, when her students challenged her, Arnetta sent many students to the “thinking chair,” for a moment of
reflection. That chair helped many Freeport students right their wrongs and reset their day.

● Arnetta was born in Freeport in 1930, the daughter of a railroad worker who came to Freeport
from Mississippi and a mother, who with an 8th grade education, was a school teacher in
Mississippi.

● As Arnetta grew up in Freeport, she knew she would become a teacher. It was in her blood. She excused
herself from lunch periods at FHS to take additional courses in band and orchestra as well as college
preparatory courses.

● Arnetta remembered well the numerous times when asked by skeptical staff if she was certain that she was
going to college, as the “college track may not be necessary.”

● Her response was that the only thing that was certain was that she was born Black, she was staying Black, and
she would die Black AND that she was going to college.

● We are so very glad that Arnetta didn’t listen to others and followed her own dreams.
● Arnetta attended West Virginia State University in the fall of 1948, and did not plan to return to Freeport as

only her immediate family lived here. However, after her first two years of college, her mother was ill and
required on-going assistance, so Arnetta put aside her college plans and came home to Freeport.

● In 1951 she married Frank McGee and together they had two daughters, Karen and LaFrancine. And even
after starting a family and continuing to take care of her parents, Arnetta enrolled at National Louis College in
Chicago. She took buses, cars, even freight trains...anything moving to get to classes in Chicago. Arnetta
finished her teaching degree.

● In January 1966, Mrs. McGee became the first Black teacher at Harlem Elementary School and just the second
Black teacher in the Freeport District. (Mr. Roosevelt Banks, a previous Hall of Fame inductee was the 1st and
he is with us tonight!)

● The Superintendent, Dr. Moynihan, told Arnetta that he may not have the power to racially integrate the
community, but he had the power to at least racially integrate the schools in the community.

● Mrs. McGee spent 16 years as a first grade teacher at Harlem Elementary, and managed with grace many
conversations with parents and students who only saw her skin color, not her teaching.

● After Harlem closed, she spent the last 17 years at Taylor Park, again as a first grade teacher.
● Her students remember learning more than their ABC’s and 123’s. Mrs. McGee taught social skills,

responsibility and accountability. Many of her students kept in touch with her years after first grade, as a
testament to her ability to mentor students.

● Arnetta McGee touched the lives of more than 1000 students in 36 years in the Freeport School District.
● But, she didn’t stop there. After retiring, Arnetta coordinated volunteers for seven years and served on the

District’s Equity Steering Committee since its inception in 1996 up until her passing this summer.
● She taught Sunday School classes and played the piano at St. James, where she was a member for 85 years.
● When asked what drove her to continue to serve her community, Mrs. McGee simply replied that “it is never a

privilege to say ‘no’.”



Charles Hilton--1961 Graduate of Freeport High School
Kathy Helm Friend of Freeport High School Award

● If you’ve ever been to a game at Freeport High School in the last 30 years, you’ve seen Charles (Charlie)
Hilton at the gate. Charlie has been present for nearly every boys’ football or basketball game for the last 30
years.

● Rain, snow, sleet and cold as well as unbearable heat have not stopped Charlie from taking a seat near the gate
to collect tickets and stamp hands.

● Nearly every time Charlie works, he wears his Vietnam cap. His proud stance, shaking hands and patting
guests on the back, speaks volumes not only of his service to our country, but his continued service to Freeport
High School.

● Charlie started volunteering because of his love for sports. But he had one condition of working...he makes
sure his ticket gate location is in a spot where he can see the game.

● Charlie played football for Freeport, his kids participated in extracurricular activities along with his
grandchildren. He understands the difference high school sports make in students’ lives.

● Over the years, Charlie has established relationships with all of our guests. Many a time, Charlie continues to
take tickets from others while he entertains a conversation with his Freeport Pretzel Athletics friends at the
gate. The conversations are always about their families and shared memories. Charlie refers to every friend
by name and shakes their hand as they pass the gate.

● Charlie is also not opposed to dressing down a rowdy teenager and putting them in their place. You see, he
has this “business” look that is unmistakable and causes teens to get themselves under control quickly.

● At our first home football game this year, Charlie was our Honorary Captain for the night. When the Varsity
team was ready to storm the field, Charlie led them out on the field and participated in their game starting
huddle.

● He later described the experience as one of the best nights he’s ever had at a game.
● Charlie VOLUNTEERED his time at every single game he worked.



Don and Janey Morse -- Don: 1959 Graduate of Freeport High School
Kathy Helm Friend of Freeport High School Award

● Both Don and Janey are being inducted due to their legacy in our community, for countless not for profits just
like Freeport High School, has been their giving of time, talent, and finances to worthy causes.

● Like many of our honorees this evening, Don had plans after graduating that changed due to his family’s
needs. Halfway through the University of Illinois, Don’s dad passed and Don came home to run the family
business.

● Don may not have ever finished his degree, but friends and colleagues describe him as always learning,
always reading, and always listening.

● In addition to being considered a friend to many, Don also inadvertently or casually “mentored” or educated
countless others on business principals. In a sense, Don was an educator, although he never considered
himself that way.

● He was like a small business incubator taking people out to lunch encouraging them and even investing. He
started new businesses and always used local services...from cars and trucks to health care and haircuts to
legal and accounting and banking.

● With Janey at the financial helm of the Morse companies and Don steering the ship, the duo were a
remarkable pair who grew the company into a group of companies under the umbrella of the Morse brand.
Today offices exist in Dubuque, Freeport, Beloit, Texas, Las Vegas and Aurora. The company is located here
in the former Trustmark building and has grown exponentially and diversified in several related business since
its humble beginnings on Chippewa Avenue.

● Don always worked really hard at something new until he was the best at it before he went on to something
else. An example was his desire to be the best clay bird shooter from his hip. He became the best around an
then moved on to conquer cards, pool, really anything he could make competitive.

● As a team, Don and Janey complimented each other perfectly. Janey added the financial strategies to their
shared dreams, and Don made sure to hire employees who would become his friends, and dedicate themselves
to growing the company alongside team Morse. Don and Janey were a beautiful partnership.

● Don believed that you always hire someone smarter or more capable in a speciality area than yourself, and
then give them opportunities. A successful business also needs that visionary or driving force that sets the
ideals on which the company will withstand the test of time --- and Don and Janey certainly did that.

● The accomplishments of the Morse Group are extensive. Honors include, Illinois Family Business of the Year
and Chamber Business of the Year, as well as recognition among electrical contractors regionally and
nationally.

● However, the extensive history of assisting non profits with generous benevolence is the hallmark Morse
legacy.

● Malcolm Eaton always held a special spot in Don’s heart and so did Highland Community College. At
Freeport High School, in kind donations of electrical work, opportunities for students interested in the
electrical field, and donations to countless groups and teams are just some of the generosity received.

● The annual golf tournament held in Don’s honor has been able to give about $30K annually to our community.
Malcolm Eaton is one of the larger beneficiaries of his tournament largely due to Don’s passion and desire to
help those less fortunate, especially those with mental disabilities.

● Don’s benevolence in this area began at St. Frances School. Sisters Lucetta and Gabrielle were his heroines
and they became great friends. Whatever those amazing kids or facility needed, they contacted Don. When it
was hot, we installed fans over their beds; when they needed TV’s, he only asked how many ~ the list goes on
and every time, Don found a way to help.

● Together Don and Janey were a driving force behind the success of the Morse Group. The business has come
a long way since Don Sr. started it in 1944 with $300 and a bread truck. Their decision to share their success
with the Freeport Community is what makes both Don and Janey Friends of Freeport High School. In Don’s
obituary, there was a quote, “If there is something good going on in this community, the Morse family is
usually part of it.”



Marciea Allen – 2000 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Marciea Allen earned two college degrees in computer science and business and traveled the world (49 States

and 7 Countries) as a Field Service Engineer for a growing electronics company, Daktronics. In 2009 when she
was laid off due to a declining economy that slowed the industry, she did a complete 180-degree turn, and
went after her dreams. She started and now runs her own successful business, along with her partner, in the
northwest suburb of Schaumburg, IL, called LadyStrong Fitness, a fitness studio just for women.

● After getting her business off the ground, Allen found that she had time to start a new hobby. That new hobby,
however, has turned into her new passion in life.

● However, the Freeport High School graduate and former Pretzel athlete (volleyball, basketball and track and
field) as of the fall of 2019 is spending most of her time in a completely different world, climbing into the
octagon as a mixed martial arts fighter.

● Known as The Black Widow, she has made a fast ascent, and appeared on the final season of The Ultimate
Fighter television reality series, looking to put herself in elite company with a future contract with the UFC
(Ultimate Fighting Championship organization), the pinnacle for any MMA fighter who has stepped into the
octagon.

● The Ultimate Fighter show airs as a mixed martial arts reality TV series and competition. In each 12 episode
stretch, 16 fighters (8 men and 8 women) battle for the top spot with the winner getting a guaranteed UFC
contract.

● She was isolated along with the other 15 fighters for 6 weeks the summer of 2018 during July and August to
tape the series, which aired over the 12 weeks following.

● Regarding her interest in MMA her coach and trainer, Mike Valle, said, “She was a natural. She’s just got so
much talent, and I could tell right away,” He trains her out of VFS Academy in Wood Dale. “Women’s MMA
is such a growing sport, and Marciea is perfect for it.”

● The Black Widow’s pro MMA record sits at 7-2.
● “I just loved MMA right away, and now I’m creating a name for myself in the sport. It’s exciting,” Allen said.

“It’s so hard to take it all in; it’s going so fast. My significant other comes up to me and she always says ‘Don’t
you have any reaction to all of this? Aren’t you excited?’ But when I got into this, I expected to get to where I
am, so I’m not surprised. I am excited about it, though.”

● During the show, Allen’s family had to sign contracts promising they wouldn’t divulge any information about
the show. Vernita Shaw-Allen, Marciea’s mom explains she had to warm up to her daughter’s participation at
first. “It’s very exciting, but, of course, it’s a very scary and violent sport. At first, I said ‘You are going to do
what?’ But after awhile, we came around, and we support her with everything we’ve got. Her whole family is
there for her.”

● Team Gastelum’s Marciea Allen (7-2) Vs. Team Whittaker’s Julija Stoliarenko (4-2-1) was the 4th contest of
the series.

● Marciea got off to a great start, landing several raucous punches on her opponent, Stoliarenko of
○ Lithuania. However, Stoliarenko went for a take down and was able to get Allen in a position where

she had to tap out.
● Marciea is currently ranked #27 in the world as a premier bantamweight MMA fighter.
● Currently she has no fights lined up but she is staying fight ready and in shape. After finishing the ultimate

fighter show she became a free agent and now management and Marceia are waiting to make the right
strategic move.

● Her fondest high school memories that she still executes today is the discipline the sports in high school taught
me.  Playing volleyball, basketball and track all four years as an athlete having to go to practice, do homework,
maintain good grades, and attend games it was “a rinse and repeat cycle” and Marciea says “it’s made me the
person I am today.”



Gerald McClellan – Member of Freeport High School Class of 1987
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Gerald Allen McClellan was born in 1967
● He is known world-wide as a retired professional boxer who competed from 1988 to 1995.
● Gerald is a two time Middleweight World Champion (in 1991 and 1992) and he held WBC (World Boxing

Council) Title from 1993 to 1995.
● As an amateur, McClellan was a four-time Wisconsin Golden Gloves champion from 1984-87, competing

mostly in the junior middleweight division. He trained at the old Kronk Gym (Detroit’s Factory of Boxing
Legends) and was trained by Emanuel “Manny” Steward. After turning pro, he fought out of the Sugar Ray
Leonard Boxing Center in Maryland.

● As an amateur, McClellan fought in several Olympic Festivals, National Championships and National Golden
Gloves matches. His amateur successes propelled his boxing career forward.

● McClellan was known for his formidable punching power and one of the highest first-round-knockout-ratios
in the history of boxing.

● His promoter Don King, dubbed McClellan a “miniature Mike Tyson” and Tyson himself has reportedly
called McClellan one of the best fighters in the world.

● He captured the WBO middleweight title by knocking out John Mugabi in one round in 1991, and the WBC
middleweight title by knocking out Julian Jackson in five rounds in 1993.

● He defended the WBC title three times, all first-round stoppages, including a rematch with Jackson.
● After securing the WBCs Title for three years, McClellan moved up in weight to challenge Nigel Benn in

London on February 25, 1995. The fight was watched by an estimated 17 million people on television, with
another 10,300 paying spectators.

● Sadly, the 1995 fight with Benn would be his last.
● McClellan was forced to retire after suffering a traumatic brain injury in his final fight.
● During the fight, McClellan knocked Benn out of the ring in round one, and repeatedly landed hard power

punches. However, in the 10th round, McClellan took a knee after enduring a final hit and the fight was called.
After care for a blood clot and head injuries in the hospital, McClellan returned to Freeport to be cared for by
his sisters.

● The Ring magazine has rated McClellan #27 in their “100 Greatest Punchers of All Time”
● The G-Man fought 34 professional matches from 1988 to 1995 and only lost 3 of the 34 matches: two in 1989

and his final match in 1995.
● "Fallen Soldier" (2013) Documentary on his ill-fated final fight in 1995 is now available on Amazon Prime

Video; free of charge to view.
● Numerous fundraisers have been held and various boxing organizations and individuals have supported Gerald

McClellan and his sister Lisa, who continues to care for his day to day needs.
● Earlier the week of his induction into the FHS Hall of Fame, Gerald celebrated his 52nd birthday. His sister,

Lisa, posted the following on Facebook: Today marks another year of your birth. God has saw fit for you to
still be among the living. Daily I watch the many changes that have occurred in your life. And I know for a
fact that God has been good to you; as a team he has been good to us. I stepped up 24 1/2 years to have your
back and as long as he gives me my health and strength I'd gladly give you another 25 years. All of our lives
we fought like cats and dogs. and we still do. But that was God grooming us for this battle that we have
faced this last 24 years. Today, as we celebrate your birth, I thank God for allowing this day to be possible.

Just know little sister ain't going anywhere as long as you need me. Happy 52nd birthday G-man. God still Got
us. Love you to infinity and beyond. Lisa



Jamal Meeks – 1988 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award

● Jamal Meeks transferred from Centralia, Illinois in 1984, just in time to begin his Freshman year at FHS
● One of his former coaches described Jamal as someone with a great work ethic. “He was a gifted

athlete and basketball player that was an asset to the coaches because he was a vocal leader. I
remember he single handedly forced an overtime in a regional game against Auburn his Senior year.
Freeport went on to win the game. Jamal was special.”

● Jamal was moved up to play varsity basketball at the end of his freshman year in order to help
the team heading into the postseason

● He also ran 2 years of track and was a goalie for the soccer team for two years.
● His main sport was and continues to be basketball.
● During the 1985-86 season, when he was a sophomore, Jamal received the most improved player award.
● As a junior the following year, Jamal received the most valuable player as the team took 2nd place

in the conference and finished 21-6 overall. He was also voted all conference
● As a senior, during ‘87-88, Jamal was again the MVP, NIC 10 all conference and player of the year,

received all state honorable mention accolades, and received the McDonald’s All-American award.
● In the conference, Meeks still commands the #2 spot for the NIC-10 100+ per season assists as a

college player. Only Fred VanVleet topped his total assists as a point guard with 637 to Meeks’
474.

● In college, Jamal was part of a strong Indiana Hoosiers squad that is famous for their 1992 Final
Four semi finals appearance. They fell to Duke and ended up 3rd that season.

● Post college, Jamal headed into coaching.
o He started at Northwestern in 1994 as an assistant coach for 3 years.
o Then he spent three years at Bowling Green State in Ohio for three years
o Butler for one year--also as an assistant coach
o He took an 11 year break and worked for General Motors as a supervisor of chemical management

with 30 people under him in a chemical ordering department
o When Head Coach King Rice from Monmouth University called, Jamal was quick to say “yes” to a

return to basketball, where he still coaches today.
● In fact, his oldest daughter was a senior in high school when he returned to coaching, so Jamal moved

in with Coach Rice’s family for a year as what he calls a “grown roommate assistant coach.” He moved
his family to New Jersey the following year.

● Today Jamal’s oldest is a senior at Monmouth, his middle son is a senior in high school, and his
youngest son is a 6’5” 8th grader who loves...football (and a bit of basketball too). After today’s
ceremony, Jamal has to get back home to catch his son’s football playoff game.

● Of all of his athletic accomplishments, Jamal is most proud of the fact that he was the first in his
family to graduate from college. Jamal’s degree was in criminal justice. He wants us all to know how
big of a role his mother has played in his life, making him the man he is today.



Jason Pearson – 1994 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/ Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award
● Jason Pearson’s curveball had to be seen to be believed. His High School Coach, Dan Humay, called it “off the

table.”
● Watching Freeport’s 1994 NIC-10 MVP throw in the regional semifinals, a half-dozen Belvidere players

watched from behind home plate and grew wide-eyed, muttering “holy cow” and “that’s so sweet.”
● Pearson states that he was “Very honored to play for Dan Humay.”
● He credits his top high school memories as winning the MVP and Pitcher of the year his junior year.
● He also has fond memories of D1 baseball at Illinois State where he again racked up records and wowed

batters with his curveball.
● He waited patiently, as he was not drafted and then finally, Pearson was picked up to play professional

baseball in ‘98 as an undrafted free agent for the Florida Marlins.
● Later he was called up to the Big Leagues on 6/4/02 for the Padres
● Then 2 years later he was called up by the Cardinals. A mix of great outings occurred in the majors, but

ultimately giving up too many runs sent Pearson back to the minors and independent league for the next 7
years.

● Then when he retired from professional baseball he become a Manager of Sportsplex West in Waukee, IA
● He married his wife Michelle in 2003 and has 2 boys Bryson (14) and Rylan (8)
● Pearson started to teach pitching lessons in Sportsplex West
● And, with his own boys growing up, he started to coach youngsters in the youth Sticks program.
● He became a Co-Director for the youth Sticks and has been part of seeing that program blossom. The Sticks

program now has over 250 kids with 22 teams.
● Pearson loves providing pitching lessons and directing future baseball players.
● He is especially fond of helping high school pitchers accomplish their goals to play college baseball.
● Pearson also coaches high school kids in the fall.
● Jason’s curveball was a thing of beauty. But his fastball topped out in the mid 80s and despite a fantastic

curve, his fastball wasn’t quite fast enough for a long term run in the majors.
● Pearson made the majors twice. He didn’t stick around long either time, but still he is only one of three

NIC-10 players to play in a major league game in the past 70 years, along with reliever Rod Myers (East)
and outfielder Jake Smolinski (Boylan).

● Pearson remembers that Coach Humay taught his players to respect the game and hustle on and off the field.
○ With his enthusiasm it would come into play when his boys dishonored these two aspects of the
○ game. Pearson remembers, “One game I was playing 1st base with 1 out. There was a ground ball to me

and I slowly touched 1st base and totally forgot about the runner going to second. Oh boy did I hear his
voice across the infield in the 3rd base dugout. He got his glaring eyes staring right at me and yelling
‘Keep your head in the game, we could have turned a double play.’ I was reminded from that point on
that I always had to be engaged from pitch to pitch. Actually to this day I teach my kids the way Humay
used to teach Freeport Pretzel baseball.”



Cal Cummins – 1974 Graduate of Freeport High School
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● FSD #145 Career: 16 years...1989-2005, total education career 41 (2019: still teaching in FL)

Freeport High School Athlete:
● All-State Running Back on Freeport’s 1973 #2 Ranked Football team in Illinois.
● All-Conference Basketball player on Freeport’s undefeated NIC-9 Conference Champion and State “Sweet

Sixteen” Basketball Team.
● Iowa State University:
● Starting Running Back on the 1976 8-3 Cyclone Football team which had the #2 Offense in the nation and

finished in the “Top 20” NCAA Final Football poll.
● Starter on the 1977 Top-Ranked 8-4 Cyclone “Peach Bowl” team.
● Earned the 1977 Academic All “Big 8” All-Conference First Team award

Coaching/Teaching Career:
● Pleasantville High School (Iowa) Football:
● Part of the coaching staff which had a six-year record of 48-6, including six Des Moines River

Conference Championships as well as two State Quarterfinalist teams.
● Rockford Boylan High School Football:
● Assisted Illinois Hall of Fame Coach Bill Thumm to a 1984 NIC-10 Football Conference Championship, and

a State Playoff birth in 1985.
● Freeport High School Football:
● Named the Freeport Pretzel Head Football Coach in 1989 and coached through 2005 (Record 109-61)
● Helped lead FHS to a State Playoff berth in 1992, which led to a run of 10 playoff qualifying teams in 14

years (State Playoff Qualifier: 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2005), including
four 2nd round qualifiers (2000, 2001, 2002, 2003), and a quarterfinalist qualifier in 2004.

● Won four Nic-9 Conference Football Championships in 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004.
● Established a NIC-9 record of 32 consecutive conference victories from 2001-2004.
● Twice named NIC-9 Football Coach of the Year in 2002 and 2004.
● Named the NIC-9 Male Athletic Coach of the Year in 2004.

Streamwood High School Football:
● Led the Sabre Football Program in 2011 to its first State Playoff berth in over a decade.

Lifetime Achievement:
● 2018 - My wife and I survived Hurricane Michael with sustained winds of 177 MPH and gusts registered up to

207 MPH before the equipment was destroyed at Tyndall Airforce Base, just a few miles away! Not bad for a
midwestern couple!



Dan Humay
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award
● FSD #145 Career: Total education career 33 years
● Participated in the planning and implementation of an innovative, interdisciplinary trial program for

underachieving 1st year students.
● Honored by Freeport Service Clubs as District 145’s “Outstanding Young Educator” early in his career
● Developed and implemented curricular materials to add Psychology and International Affairs to the high

school social studies department.
● Member of the inaugural District 145 Teacher’s Academy, aimed at improvement of instruction and teacher

evaluation.
● Oversaw the design and construction of the current high school baseball facility.
● Implemented improvements to the baseball program including the addition of a freshman team, expanded

schedules, radio broadcast of varsity games, and annual “southern” trips during spring break.
● Conducted a summer baseball camp for grade school students.
● Served on the I.H.S.A. baseball advisory board.
● Elected to the I.H.S.A. Baseball coaches Hall of Fame in 1992.
● Recipient of the Pretzel Fans Club’s Glenn “Pat” Holmes Award.
● My memories of Freeport High School are positive and pleasant. I attempted to have students take some

ownership of their education and invest themselves in what they were doing. I tried to help my students avoid
some of the pitfalls that made me stumble when I was in their place. The classroom was a source of great
energy for me, and I drew on that energy in planning and presenting novel lessons. Teaching kept me young.

● One memory I have reflects my approach to teaching. Our dean of girls came to me one day and asked if I
would be interested in speaking to a group of women in the community. I was a new faculty member and was
unknown in town. It turned out that the group was an evening P.E.O. chapter. The topic I was asked to address
was “the nature of prejudice”. The meeting was at an elegant home adjacent to the country club, and I relished
the opportunity afforded me. Our dean was a member of the group and told the ladies only that I was a new
faculty member. I remember ringing the doorbell and waiting for the door to open. When it did, and I saw the
look on the face of the host, I knew it was going to be a great evening. I took pains to disguise my self as a
grungy, homeless hippie with long hair, a scruffy beard, and dirty clothes. As I entered the living room heads
turned and conversations stopped. Our dean introduced me, and I began with some pointed questions about
their perception of the guest “speaker”. After several responses I stopped and removed my disguise. Their
reactions were as I had anticipated. We then continued with an interesting exchange of comments and questions
focusing on “the nature of prejudice”. The next day before school the dean came to my room with a smile on
her face. “You nailed it!” she quipped. “And the discussion continued for some time after you left”.

● Teaching at Freeport High School was personally rewarding to me, and I treasure all the opportunities it
afforded me, especially the company of the students in my classes. I seldom missed school (nearly 300
accumulated sick days) and after 33 years I walked out the door with a smile on my face.

● Dan is best remembered for his contribution to our baseball program.
● In fact, I’d like to share a few words about Coach “Spike” from DeWayne “Bubba” Peebles (Class of 1981).
● Did you know that Coach Humay has routinely met up with a group of about ten of the class of 1981

team? He attended their 50th birthday celebration (when they all reminisced about playing for Humay 30
years prior!)

● Did you know that Coach Humay flew from Minnesota to Texas to be present for a 2016 surprise birthday
party for his former player, Randy Veasley, who had been suffering from ALS for many years and whose
baseball buddies from high school organized a get together and invited Coach?

● After almost 40 years since playing for Coach Spike, there are still ten of DeWayne Peebles and his friends
who know that their most impactful and influential coach continues to be part of their lives as a friend and
mentor.

● This is why you’re being honored tonight Coach. Your dedication and commitment to Pretzel Athletics is still
being felt.



Eric Buss, CDR USN (Retired) – 1989 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● After graduation from FHS, Eric attended the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, and graduated in

1993 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering.
● After commissioning through Officer Candidate School in Pensacola, FL, he attended flight school and earned

his Wings of Gold in May 1998. Later that year, he reported to VFA (Fighter Attack Squadron) 125 in
Lemoore, CA, for training on early version of the FA-18 Hornet, with subsequent assignment to the “Eagles”
of VFA 115. While in VFA 115, he deployed to the Western Pacific on the USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN
(CVN-72) during Operation SOUTHERN WATCH (this means he was enforcing the no fly zone over southern
Iraq).

● Upon returning home from deployment, the Eagles transitioned to F/A-18E’s, to become the first Fleet Super
Hornet squadron (which means he was flying the most advanced version of the FA 18 aircraft).

● In the summer of 2002, CDR Buus was selected to attend USN Test Pilot School, Patuxent River, MD. Upon
graduation with Class 123 in 2003, he reported to Air Test and Evaluation Squadron Two Three (VX 23) and
began Carrier Suitability testing of the F/A-18A-F and the T-45 Goshawk (Goosehawk), accumulating arrested
landings on all but one aircraft carrier in operation at the time (which means that hd landed the airplane on the
carrier by catching the arresting wire every time--which in naval speak is called a “trap” every time they land
well.)

● In 2005, he reported to Carrier Air Wing Two (CVW 2) as Air Wing Landing Signal Officer (LSO), and
completed another WESTPAC (West from the United States, likely in the Arabian Gulf) onboard the USS
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

● Upon returning home from Japan, the squadron he was in transitioned back to the Fleet under Carrier Air
Wing 11, and he completed another WESTPAC deployment onboard the USS NIMITZ (CVN 68), flying the
F/A-18C in Afghanistan in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.

● In 2010, CDR Buus returned to test and evaluation squadron 23 and joined the F-35 Integrated Test Force (ITF)
as the US Navy’s Lead Carrier Test Pilot and LSO (landing signals officer). CDR Buus qualified in both the
F-35B & C, and accumulated over 150 hours of experimental flight test in the Joint Strike Fighter. This means
that he simulated mechanical and air frame malfunctions in order to provide feedback to the aircraft
manufacturer and Navy safety publications.

● CDR Buus was subsequently selected for Aviation Command and was slated to the “Dust Devils” of Air Test
and Evaluation Squadron Three One (VX 31). (Dust Devils were assigned to the dusty China Lake area in
California.) He assumed the duties of Chief Test Pilot in January 2013, and took command of the Dust Devils
in May 2014.

● His personal decorations include an Air (Strike/Flight) Medal, four Navy Commendation Medals, a Navy
Achievement Medal, and various unit, campaign, and service medals.

● Magic has logged over 3000 hours in over 30 types of aircraft and nearly 600 arrested landings, and is a
member of the Society of Experimental Test Pilots.

● He finished his Naval Career in 2017 as the Military Director, Weapons and Energetics Engineering of the
Naval Air Weapons Center in China Lake, CA. There he led an 1100+ government/civilian engineering
workforce responsible for the research, engineering, development, and test of all Naval weapon systems,
encompassing warheads, fuses, structural analysis, guidance and control, and propulsion systems. He now
works as an Experimental Test Pilot for Northrop Grumman in Baltimore, MD. (Grumman is a vendor for the
Navy)

● He is blessed to be married to Alissa Marie Theis and they have two sons: Seth and Benjamin.
● We have just one question for you Commander Buus...did you fly yourself here today? (He did not...he flew

Southwest!)



Kevin Kirkpatrick – 1996 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● Kevin Kirkpatrick has been a professional Special Makeup Fx Artist for for the better part of 14 years. Before

that, it was a hobby that started at an early age with Halloween makeup and monster movies.
● His skills were honed in by practicing on my friends, family members, doing halloween makeups on

customers at Scribbles, and doing high school plays.
● Some of his recent credits include: Swamp Thing, Army of the Dead, Avengers: Infinity War, Westworld:

season 2, Guardians of the Galaxy: Vol. 2, True Detective: Season 3, and Stranger Things.
● He has been nominated for three Primetime Emmys and three Hollywood Makeup Artist and Hairstylist Guild

Awards, of which he has won one.
● Kirkpatrick got started in 2004 when he packed his bags and went to a makeup fx school outside Pittsburgh,

PA. Upon graduating, he landed his first job which took him to Cairo, Egypt working for a producer who
directed some of his favorite horror films growing up.

● After nine months in Egypt, he returned to the States and immediately moved to Los Angeles. His first job
landed him in the fx shop of the Legendary Rick Baker (7 time Oscar winning makeup fx artist). He brought
him in to help life cast Benicio Del Toro for a film called “The Wolfman.” Kirkpatrick said, “It was a dream
come true. I had no idea how my life could get any better. Rick and I continue to be friends to this day.”

● His career has taken him all over the world: Russia, Bulgaria, Greece, Cyprus, Crete, London, Denmark,
Egypt, Colombia, Chile, Canada, Hawaii, and all over the US.

● As many know when traveling for work, the challenge of being away from home is always an issue. While
working on a film called “The Lone Ranger,” he was able to have Johnny Depp call his daughter and wish her
a happy birthday. While on American Horror Story one year, he was also able to have Evan Peters (who she
had a huge crush on) leave her a video message.

● Back home here in Freeport you might all remember the large bust of Harry Carey that Kirkpatrick
created. Much of his personal art outside of fx makeup revolves around three dimensional art that has landed in
high end art museums or private collections.

● One of his early forays into sculpture happened back in 2010, when he sculpted what Beavis and Butthead
would look like if they were to jump out of the cartoon world and land in the real world. Those sculptures
would put Kirkpatrick’s name on the map in the fine art realm. They went viral, which led to his name getting
out via social media, internet news outlets, and even landed him an interview on CNN. The next year a 3-D
version of the poster for the Terry Gilliam film “Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas” gathered similar attention.

● Kevin gives a lot of credit to his parents for buying endless special effects makeup kits and encouraging his
talent. While in high school, he gained a lot of confidence and focus from Tim Connors, and Jay Castro. He
says: “They knew I was going to do something with my art, they just kept me focused on following the right
path.”

● Kevin loves all kinds of art. For him, making a living as an artist is a dream come true. But what it all really
comes down to is inspiring others to create. That's what keeps him going every day.



Manuel Seal, Jr. – 1978 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award
● Manuel Seal Jr. was born September 26, 1960 to Manuel and Betty Seal. The family moved to Freeport when

Manuel was 3. By 5 he was already in piano lessons and picked up other instruments like a sponge.
● Mr. Seal is known as a record producer, composer, singer, songwriter, vocal coach, and arranger.
● His credits include artists as Mariah Carey, Janet Jackson, Usher, TLC, Aretha Franklin, Alicia Keys, Ashanti,

Lionel Richie, Avant, Gladys Knight, Mary J Blige, Da Brat, Jagged Edge, El DeBarge, Shanice, Johnny Gill,
Marc Dorsey and Destiny's Child.

● He has won one Grammy Award from 13 nominations.
● Manuel has 5 Platinum selling singles. In 2005, he won a Grammy for writing and producing Best R&B song

"We Belong Together." (Mariah Carey).
● In 2010, he was A.S.C.A.P.'s (the American Society of Composers Artists and Publishers)

Songwriter/Producer recipient for Best Song of the Decade. (We Belong Together again).
● He is part of the coveted Diamond Club for achieving domestic sales of 10 million, not once but three times.
● He has an honorary doctorate in Theology and will be receiving another honorary doctorate in music soon.
● He is a passionate creative spirit and credits his success with his belief in God and his ability to adapt to a

changing industry over time. While he knows the music industry can be challenging, he credits his parents,
family and his small town values from Freeport providing him a solid foundation to build upon.

● He believes in the power of the arts to energize and transform a community and believes our future rests in our
ability to utilize our diversity for prosperity. He knows that young people see what is real.

● Manuel Seal is the owner and CEO of Seal Music Productions. Inc. and S.L.A.C.K.A.D. Music. He is known
as a living legend among many in the music industry and plans to be involved as a singer and collaborator
with Paul McCartney and others in a tribute for guitarist James Burton coming up soon in Nashville.

● He is passionate about teaching the young that they have choices and that academics are always more
important than the street as tools for a prosperous future.
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Becky Wiley
Kathy Helm Friend of Freeport High School Award
● If you have ever attended a music or bowling event at the middle school or high school level, you have seen

the organizational brilliance of Becky Wiley on display...and probably had no idea.
● Becky has been involved in some kind of volunteer service all her life. Service to others is her passion. The

Wiley’s moved to Freeport in 1996 when their son Kevin was in 2nd grade and Becky was pregnant with
Christopher.

● They were fortunate enough to be able to operate on a single salary so the “stay at home mom” family was put
into operation, according to Becky’s husband, Scott.

● It soon became obvious that “stay at home” was not a part of Becky’s DNA and Becky became more and more
involved in volunteering her services with the schools. This included becoming a room mother, chaperoning
field trips and getting involved in the PTO’s.

● With her background as a school administrative assistant (Becky and Scott actually met in the Harlem District
where Becky was the Principal’s secretary and Scott was the Assistant Principal), her school management
skills were helpful when Scott became Principal of Freeport Jr. High. She helped out with numerous tasks
including scheduling and summer school tasks. She also took over the magazine drive, a perennial fundraiser
there.

● When their kids hit middle school they were very involved in music, providing what would become a major
focus for volunteering. She took over the spring fundraiser and has been helping with that fundraiser for over
20 years.

● High school opened up new venues for volunteering. As the kids were involved in the school bowling program
Becky would help out with a variety of things from helping with scoring to stocking and bringing the treat box
for the bowlers needing quick energy during their matches and tournaments.

● She worked several years with the PRIDE program to help provide incentives for students. During this time
she also was a part of the Public School Fund for several years.

● Music remained her focus and as the years went by she added responsibilities. Fundraising and uniforms take a
major part of her time today.

● We haven’t talked about the Jazz Band yet...add fitting tuxes after fall, World Arts Festival, Moonlight
Serenade, all the concerts to complete a school year. This includes getting the tuxes to the dry cleaners and
laundering the white shirts in her machine at home.

● Becky was also heavily involved in STARS (ShowTime Adults Rendering Support) during her boys’ 8 years
in that program.

● Music Director, Bill Petersen: Certainly, she has fulfilled multiple roles as a volunteer at Center School, the
Public School Fund, the Band Parent Organization, FMS, bowling etc. She has been volunteering since the
mid 90s. Becky does not want the personal recognition for her years as a volunteer and she gets emotional
when talking about this recognition. Bill Petersen says that Becky always gives credit to others and will
accept the HOF recognition on behalf of all of the people who volunteer.

● Bowling Coach, John Kreeger: Becky has been a team mom for bowling starting with when her oldest boy
Kevin was in high school. Her younger boy Christopher was the first 6th grader to bowl for our middle school,
back when 7th and 8th graders were the middle school program. Becky assisted me with USBC paperwork and
still does to this day. There are countless hours Becky has put into the Youth bowling program, the High School
program, and the Middle School program to date, and she is still a volunteer. Team moms like Becky make my
job much more enjoyable and easier. Many thanks to Becky and she is very deserving of this award.

● Let’s try to put a monetary amount to Becky’s continued passion for supporting Freeport students: Becky
“starts” work each afternoon at the high school. She stays for at least three hours a day. On Friday game days
she works quadruple that amount...add in regular fundraising and bowling...and we can easily see that Becky
has given Freeport schools at least 20 hours a week...for the last 23 years. Even if Becky has been receiving a
modest $20,000/year salary for her efforts the last 23 years, by now she would have earned more than

○ $460,000...and we bet she has raised at least that amount as a fundraising maven!
● Becky loves volunteering but is uncomfortable with any recognition of something that she loves to do. She is

appreciative of all the students, teachers, staff who have allowed her to do what she loves. She is most
appreciative of the many parents, students and staff that have answered the call to volunteer for the many trips,
projects, events and support over the years.



Warren Pearson – 1987 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award

● Warren Pearson played football, basketball and ran track and was all conference in all three sports in high school
and racked up quite the athletic accomplishments.

● Others in the conference started to take note early in Warren’s high school career, but he remembers well the
Harlem High School relays that he dominated three years in a row, his sophomore, junior and senior years.

● The other pentathlon competitors were all D1 scholarship kids, but year after year Warren would beat them
handily at the pentathlon which included the 110 high hurdles, the 100, the 1500, the shot put and the long jump.

● He qualified for State his junior and senior year in the long jump and his senior year in the 110 high hurdles.
● He was all conference in football as a running back and linebacker with more than a 1000 yards rushing.  He was

1st team all area and 1st team all conference in football.
● He knew getting to college required a scholarship and a serious fitness plan.  The summer between his junior and

senior year, Warren ran with his two dobermans on a chain to train and got a D1 scholarship through hard work.
● Warren accepted a scholarship to Eastern Illinois University and redshirted his first year and then helped the

team re-build to a 6-5 record while scoring 8 touchdowns as a running back.
● However, Warren was unable to finish his degree at EIU because his grandmother was ill and passed and then 3

months later his dad passed of cancer.  So Warren came home to be with family and never went back.
● Here’s just a few of Warren’s favorite FHS memories –

○ In basketball, he remembers beating Boylan at home during his Senior year.  The rest of the guys shaved
their heads for the game and Warren showed up with hair (after being the one to suggest shaving!).
Jamal Meeks shaved him before the game (which meant Warren showed up on court a bit bloody and
freshly shaved just before the game started).  We were very much the underdogs that night against
Boylan, but won on a last second shot by Jamal that night, shaved heads and all.

○ In football, Warren remembers only needing 3 yards to hit 1000 yards rushing.  However, he went around
the end and took 65 yards, even going down on one hand at one point, but making sure he more than
surpassed 1000 yards.

○ In track, he remembers a guy that got 3rd in state and another competitor openly saying that “lanky
Freeport kid at 190 wasn’t a serious competitor.”  And so, Warren destroyed them that day.

○ Warren remembers with pride that his dad came to all of his events and always coached him to “leave it
all on the field.”  Warren has helped coach our Pretzels for years and tells our kids today the same thing.



Deb (Mary) Scott – 1977 Graduate of Freeport High School
Preston Pearson Outstanding Athlete/Interscholastic Individual/Accomplished Team Award

● It should be noted that Deb has also served 23 years as a long time FSD 145 teacher, and was supposed to retire
at the end of this year…but she wasn’t quite ready, so she is coming back for one more year next year!

● Deb’s background is completely in the Mental Health/Counseling field.  She still serves on the 708 Board (local
mental health grant agency). Prior to working for the school district as a dean, she worked for 10 years as a
therapist in the Old Jane Addams building here in Freeport, and for 3 years as a Children’s Home and Aid case
worker.  And before that she worked at a MS in Carpentersville in a ½ guidance, ½ PE job for two years…her
ideal job…but she was riffed.

● But before all of that, she graduated from college and thought she wanted to teach and coach at the collegiate
level.  But that fall, Deb’s mom had cancer and she returned home.  When she returned to Freeport she knew she
was supposed to be back here and working in the mental health field.

● And so, Deb has spent her years here in Freeport working with people.
● But let’s talk about why she was nominated besides all of her work in our community and schools.  You see, Deb

was one of our first Title IX athletes in Freeport.  And she’d been waiting a long time to play, watching her
brother play and typically beating them and all the boys in the neighborhood too.  So when she had the chance to
play, she was all in.

● Girls sports started when Deb was a Freshman in high school with the girls who were upperclassmen.  By her
Sophomore year, three sports were available to Deb and her peers.  But they had to work for them.

● They had the hand-me-down boys uniform tops and in order to get enough equipment, uniforms and balls to
play, they had bake sales and fundraisers.

● Deb wants everyone to know that she feels like she owes her life to Donna Reed, one of the trio of female PE
teachers who took on coaching the girls in sports that they never got to play themselves.

● It was not until Deb’s senior year, that the precious gym floor in the West gym had holes installed in the floor for
the volleyball net.  But next time you visit the West Gym, look up at the wall…you’ll see the run Deb and her
teammates had in the 70s still stands as our best years of volleyball at FHS.

● After graduation, Deb had offers for just volleyball at EIU, but she wasn’t ready to give up ALL the other sports,
so she stayed at Highland Community College to plan volleyball, basketball and softball.  Then she transferred
to a Division 3 school (North Central) and kept playing basketball and volleyball.

● Deb notes that it wasn’t easy to be as talented and sports minded as she was during her time.  She could outplay
the guys and knew more about stats and game play than they did.  She jokes that sometimes she downplayed her
athleticism just to get a date.

● Since girls sports were so new, there really aren’t stats…we joked that Deb should just make them up because no
one can check it!  What we do know for sure is that Deb Scott was named the Conference Player of the Year her
senior year!

● And when our Hall of Fame Committee met, there were several stories shared about Deb’s athleticism…so stats
or not, we know you put girls sports on the map for Freeport High School in a big way.



Command Sergeant Major (Ret.) George Manning – 1980 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Command Sergeant Major George Manning spent 33 years in the Army, but almost didn’t get there because he
kind of surprised his parents who weren’t ready to be hit with his decision.  You see, George went away to
college, but found it a bit boring and over spring break went to the recruiting office and signed up.  Clearly,
serving was meant to be his path all along.

● CSM Manning had a successful military career honorably reaching the highest enlisted rank in the military as a
Senior Command Sergeant Major for two three-star General Officers and an advisor to the Ambassador of Iraq.

● Throughout service, he did end up finishing two degrees in Business Administration and Counseling and was
inducted into the Alpha Sigma Lambda honor society. Additionally he completed all levels of the Army's
Noncommissioned Officer Education System and the USASMA (Class 54) United States Army Sergeants Major
Academy.

● George is most proud of his volunteer work throughout his military career.  He mentored teens and served as a
Big Brother Program in the states of Georgia, Oklahoma, and Louisiana. He was selected as the Big Brother of
the Year for Lake Charles and DeRidder, Louisiana.

● He’s been assigned to states coast to coast and deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq multiple times as well as to
Germany, Korea and Italy.

● Some of his many responsibilities consist of the planning, coordination, and supervision for organizations
consisting of US military, civilians, contractors, and foreign nationalists to support training and sustainment. He
successfully planned and coordinated the equipping of over 200,000 military and contract personnel.

● Lead Training Instructor with focus on safety policy and the incremental improvement of the Foreign Leadership
Development Management Programs; directly revised doctrines, Standard of Operations Procedures, and
established objectives. Expert coordinator, planner, and enforcer of organizational standards encompassing a
gamut of Uniformity, Safety and Crisis Management policies and regulatory compliance.

● Experience in complex transportation and material management operations within the US Military including:
Army, Air Force, Navy and Marines as well as Department of the State Embassy civilians and contractors; led
contract negotiations and analysis. Purchasing Representative; oversaw negotiation processes with Iraqi
representatives, advised CEO Director level leaders at 10 sites for operations of Foreign Military Sale Cases of
$10.2 billion with the Department of the State (EMBASSY), civilian personnel, and contractors.

● He revised, implemented and enforced Uniform Standard of Operations Procedures and Policies regarding
Safety, Crisis Management, Leadership Development, and doctrine executed a defined strategy associated to
personnel. Launched a Safety and Quality of Life program for 900 personnel in a deployed environment,
ensuring the safe, threat level was minimized resulting in no fatality or safety injuries. Implemented procedures
to reconcile misplaced inventory and documented corrective action to management. Innovative and strong
visionary leader with a history of developing effective operational strategies to increase communication,
streamline processes, and meet stringent budget requirements.

● He holds a (TS-SCI)TOP SECRET Clearance / Executive Level Program Development / Senior Leadership
Development and Mentor / Equal Opportunity Advisor / Safety Advisor / Senior Management Briefings and
Presentation Team Development and Personnel Management / Quality of Life Program Development

● Throughout his Army career, he monitored the performance and efficiency of operational policies and training
programs to identify challenge areas, and took specific actions to assist in resolving issues and problems for the
sole purpose of enhancing operations.

● He was a notable mention in the “100 Sergeants Major of Color” by Harold Hunt (2004).
● Additional military awards include the most prominent: Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion Of Merit,

Bronze Star Medal (2 OLC), Joint Service Commendation Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (2 OLC), Army
Commendation Medal (Silver OLC), USAF Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal (Silver OLC),
Army Good Conduct Medal (10th Award), National Defense Service Medal (2nd Award), Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Korean Defense Service Medal,
Humanitarian Service Medal (2nd Award), Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal
(W Campaign Star), Army Service Ribbon, Army Overseas Service Ribbon (Numeral 6) to include numerous
Campaign Medals. CSM(R) Manning has also earned the Drill Sergeant Campaign Badge, Parachutist Badge.

● His last job was as an advisor to the Ambassador of Iraq.  CSM Manning and the Three Star General helped with
deactivation of troops in Iraq in 2011.  In 2013, they were still there until new command teams took over.



● His rank meant that in any location where he served, he was the number two in command of 1200-2400 soldiers
and about 2000 civilians.

● He retired in 2014, but stayed pretty actively transitioning out of service until closer to 2015.
● Then he really started to work with at-risk youth and used that counseling degree by working with juveniles for

the court system through mentoring, helping get them on the right path and getting dropouts back into school or
to technical school to get their GED.

● Command Sergeant Major Manning comes back to Freeport often to visit his mother and check in with his
extended family here.  He stated “Freeport has always been home no matter where my career has taken me.”

○ “I was told and believe that life can be tough. If you let yourself beat yourself up over every failure and
put additional pressure on yourself, you’re going to experience some hard times like I did when I was
younger. It’s been said to try and learn the positive value and lessons that come with failure.”



Georgina Haynes — 1997 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Georgina Haynes tells me she is most proud of her work as a single mother raising her son by herself from age
16 on.  She was so proud of the man he became.

● Unfortunately, her son passed in 2010 of an aortic aneurysm. Georgina relied on her faith to help her keep going
and she has comforted so many other mothers who have lost a child.  It is this ability to turn something sorrowful
into something positive that resonates with many in Freeport and why she often serves as a role model and
mentor for those who need help putting one foot in front of the other after the loss of their baby.

● We here in Freeport also know Georgina Haynes as a researcher and promoter of Black history.
● She is the originator of the Black history display at the Freeport Public Library for the last seven years.  Her

displays often travel to other locations and have been on display for our FHS students too.
● Georgina is most proud of her research on Kenny Hickmann who was lost at sea while serving.  She started with

a memory of his story that she heard at age 12 and over the years kept feeling drawn to finding resolution.  When
she found out his family had never been able to have a burial or service to offer them closure, she felt as a parent
who had lost her son she had to research and help them get the closure they deserved.

● She tracked down the records of his shipmates and posted some information on facebook.  She researched her
way to a picture and some information for the family about his service.

● A relative reached out to Georgina after seeing the post, and then she really went above and beyond.  Georgina
arranged a burial for the family and worked with Oakland Cemetery to gain a donated plot and headstone.
Georgina Haynes is not related to this family but 48 years after Kenny Hickmann went missing, Georgina made
sure he was given a proper military burial.

● On facebook one will also find countless historically important Black Freeporters that Georgina has researched
and recounted for all their history.  Her public displays are filled with these researched artifacts she has
uncovered and the stories she has detailed from relatives.

● What some of you don’t know is that Georgina is also well known as a poet.  She is often asked to create
something for a special occasion and has also written poetry from the heart that she started to compile into a
book.  She credits her elementary school teacher, Beverly Kruse, with making sure the poem was published and
then taking her to meet poet laureate Gwendolyn Brooks (who autographed her poem!)  A 2006 poem titled In
the Blink of an Eye won a poetry.com award

● She wrote poems for the Black History exhibit in early February and thanks Audrey Moore Howard for helping
her set up and take down the displays.

● Her best known poem is titled The Strength of a Woman

The strength of a woman many can not understand.
God made women one of the strongest species on land.
The strength of a woman is displayed in the way she lives.
The dedication that she shows and the love that she gives.

A strong woman can be lied to, lied on, cheated on, hurt,
disappointed, disrespected, abused and betrayed.
And she still doesn't let any of this stand in her way.
She remains faithful to God and continues to pray.

A strong woman is capable of handling many responsibilities.
She's sometimes a wife, a mother, a daughter, sometimes a
father, a grandmother, a sister and a friend just to name a few.
She's a provider, a educator, a motivator, a doctor, a chauffeur,
a counselor, a coach, and a cheerleader.....
Actually there's not much that a strong woman can't do.

To those who know her and appreciate her worth....
For them she would try to move Heaven... and Earth.
Her friends and family know this to be true.
She's always going to do the best that she can do.



Many times she's been left for down and out.
But with God's Grace she gets back up....
Before anyone can reach the 10 count.

The world might stun her and slow her down for awhile.
But trust me.....she'll be back.
On a mission....and with a smile.

A strong woman learns to fight many battles at one time.
Walking tall and proud....head held high....
With never even a stumble in her stride.

Yes....A strong woman has struggles.
But she's learned to struggle with such dignity and grace.
You would never have a clue of a struggle...
If you look for it in her face.

A strong woman can have her heart broken.....
Knowing it can never be truly repaired.
But she is still able to witness for God.
And she'll witness for him anytime and anywhere.

A strong woman knows that her strength is not hers alone.
That only God could guide her across life's treacherous roads.
She always trusts him to show her the way....
And she Thanks him for giving her the strength she needs
for every second of every day.

Georgina M. Haynes 12/13/2013



Tracy Johnson – 1979 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Tracy Johnson has lived in Dallas the last 8 years or so, but when he comes back home, he still stays at his
parents’ house in Freeport

● He remembers fondly his time at FHS in DECA (Distributed Educational Clubs of America) and being part of
DECA that meant he was able to leave school during the day to develop work skills and habits with a mentor
employer.

● His first job was at Sears and he credits much of his early career skills with experiences working under Mark
Bamburg who was the hardware manager at Sears and his first mentor.

● Tracy had planned to attend Boston University, but ended up attending ISU instead, then came back to HCC his
sophomore year.

● At HCC he was grateful to at the time Vice President Joe Kanosky for letting him start a cultural experience club
as an African American student council.

● So Tracy had took on the responsibility of full time student and full time provider.
● By the time he was a sophomore, Tracy and his then wife had two children, so Tracy wasn’t just a full time

student, but also a full time employee and a side job hustler.
● While studying Public Administration at NIU full time, Tracy also had a full time job at Kishwaukee

Community Hospital, and was a part time “hooker.”  Now I know what you’re thinking, but his part time gig was
actually working for Creative Calligraphy Shop as “hooker” for picture frames.

● His last semester at NIU he had to appeal to the Dean to let him take 18 hours and be finished.  He impressed the
Dean enough that he not only was allowed to take 18 hours, but he also spoke at the graduation ceremony.  The
date was Dec. 18, 1988 and Tracy remembers with pride his parents’ smiles as neither of them had been able to
graduate high school.

● Tracy had many mentors and collaborators he considers his greatest Freeport influences in his life’s work.
Several of these names you’ll also know.

● Dick Mulchahey, Lyle King, Reverend Huff, Dr. Ruth Smith, Jody Ware, Dick Weis, Major Jim Gitz, Quincy
Carter, Beth Johnson, Ray Alvarez

● It is Tracy’s work alongside Rev. Collins that many of us know about.
● From 1989-2003, Tracy worked for the MLK Center and during this time they received the 1989 National Crime

Prevention Award and in 1991 he helped to spearhead the creation of the Coalition in response to the 7 murders
in Freeport during the summer of 1991.

● The community rallied around prevention plans and the new King Center was built.
● One of the main partners was Honeywell, and Ray Alvarez gave the King Center use of their jet from time to

time to bring in nationally recognized speakers and training.  Eventually Tracy was also hired as a part time
Honeywell employee to build teams’ capacity with an equity lens.

● In 2003, the Federal level took note of Tracy and he started to speak nationally about prevention efforts on
programming and neighborhood coalitions.

● Soon Tracy had an opportunity to work for SAMSA (Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration).
He trained others all across the country and was able to share that the good work in Freeport was proof that other
communities could accomplish similar things if they came together.  He served as assistant director of a 10 state
region and a $9 million dollar budget and then was named director in 2008.

● By 2013 he wanted to do more at the ground level and started TTJ Group doing much of the same work in
prevention and mental health.

● Around the same time he met a woman with a similar vision of prevention, but in the HIV area.  She asked Tracy
to work for her on the side.

● Tracy had been divorced for 20 years or so, and wasn’t looking for more, but life has a funny way of bringing
people together.  Both Tracy and his wife work for each other’s companies and finally got married two years
ago.

● Their businesses have grown too.  They have 7 offices across the country in Plainfield, IL, Baton Rouge, Las
Vegas, Detroit, Gary, Cleveland, North Carolina, and Miami with headquarters in the Dallas area.  The rapid
expansion of their businesses happened during the pandemic when prevention and mental health initiatives
became important.  In fact, they have a 3rd company that allows for remote training opportunities too.



● No matter how far he travels, Tracy wants us all to know his roots are here.  He considers Jimmy Rhyne a good
buddy and was a best man in Roy Sellers wedding and wants us all to know he is a proud Taylor Park
Elementary graduate!



Josh Elliott – 1997 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Josh Elliott is a tattoo artist at Zealous Art Studio & Tattoo, the business he co-founded with his wife, Jaime. He
is also the owner and operator of Elliott Graphix, a successful custom screen printing business housed under the
same roof as Zealous.  The couple also have pottery and jewelry making side businesses.

● Josh is a multi-talented artist so when he’s not tattooing, you can find him designing custom graphics for clients
at Elliott Graphix or making pottery with his children.

● Josh’s art is varied, but very recognizable for its colors and movement.  In fact, by a show of hands, how many in
this room have Zealous Artistry on them tonight?

● Josh has been tattooing and fine-tuning his craft for nearly 20 years. He is especially adept at his knowledge of
how certain inks will look on various skin tones.

● Vibrant colors are his specialty, but Josh is a truly versatile tattoo artist. His style can be described as soft
traditional, but even that is an oversimplification. Josh has done everything from colorful flowers and
ornamental pieces to black work and traditional tattoos.

● His favorite style is American traditional, and he particularly enjoys working with bold lines and bright colors.
Tribal animals, vibrant flowers, galaxy tattoos, life-like tigers, and an Alice in Wonderland sleeve are just a few
examples of his varied work.If you can dream it, Josh can tattoo it.

● Josh has showcased his work in unique ways for our students.  A few years back, Diane Regan organized an Art
Portfolio showcase day.  Our students showcased their portfolios, met with local artists and art college
representatives all in one space.

● Josh Elliott was there as a local artist showcase and he tattooed live and talked about his art with the students.  It
was an unforgettable experience for our students and many talked about him for some time afterward.

● Josh believes strongly in community and actively serves. The Freeport community is lucky to have his
leadership and pay it forward attitude.

● He has served as an active board member for the Greater Freeport Partnership, an organization designed to help
grow local businesses and promote tourism in Freeport and Stephenson County.

● In addition to the Greater Freeport Partnership, he currently serves on the Freeport Art Museum Board and in the
past served as the President of Freeport Downtown Development.  He helped to coordinate and launch Brewfest
and the Arctic Ale Walk as downtown events.  Basically anything Downtown, Josh has been involved!

● He also has been strongly behind the FHS Academies and has attended meetings and given feedback during our
rollout over the last five years.  The Academies of Freeport High School were created to give every student a
smaller community to belong to.  There are four academies: FRESHMAN, HEAL (future health care), LEAD
(people who work with people) and CREATE (hands on careers).

● Josh Elliott fits into two Academies as a partner.
● LEAD for his serial entrepreneurial spirit with successful businesses in Freeport.
● And CREATE because of his artistic and creative interests.
● Josh is considered a leader in our community and his voice is one that garners respect when he is in the room.
● Josh doesn’t look for praise for his work, but we are very happy to recognize him as a local alumni continuing to

make our community better.
● Many of us in this room call you a friend Josh and very deserving of this honor.
● Josh wants all of us to remember Freeport is home.  Stop talking bad about our town and help!



Joy Sellers – 1979 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Joy Sellers was nominated for this award tonight not just for one thing, but for all the little things that she does
and continues to do to bring our community together.

● If you don’t know her well, you might want to lace up your sneakers to stay with Joy.  She is a fireball of energy
and warmth.

● Truly, her first name says it all, she spreads Joy wherever she goes.
● In fact, her sister Greta Harrell, would like us to know what it’s like to be her sister with this little story.
● Joy NEVER meets a stranger.  We can be three states over and she connects with somebody to the point where at

the end of the conversation, she knows their life story and phone numbers are exchanged.  Sometimes, I just
have to tell her to leave people alone (which she won't).

● One time when we were in Las Vegas, she noticed a lady that had a bit too much to drink.  The lady had won a
good amount of money on her machine but was in no condition to make it back to her room.  Joy Sellers to the
rescue.

● I'm the careful one, but Joy insisted we help her.  Her friend had just walked up and Joy walked over and asked if
she needed help getting the lady to the room.  The lady left her ticket in the machine and Joy gave it to her friend
and we both helped them to their room.  Long story short, phone numbers were exchanged and the lady sent joy
a really nice gift in the mail.

● She really is an amazing person…but I don’t tell her that too much so it won’t go to her head!
● Joy gets really tired of watching things get talked about and nothing done.  We would be here all night if we

mentioned every taskforce, committee, intervention, community foundation or group she has served on.
● We’d be here even longer if we tried to recount how many of us here she had fed with her loving food from her

catering business at those meetings or events!
● When asked what she would do for Freeport if she had a magic wand, Joy launched into her list with the phrase,

“Ok, let’s go, let’s get it done.  I’m 63 years old, but we are neighbors and friends and we need to move
forward.”

● So here is Joy’s magic wand list:  No doubt we will see her working on much of this in the coming years.
● We need to clean up the city and do something about the dilapidated streets and buildings
● People will be friendly and work together no matter what we look like.
● Projects would get done and we’d feel our togetherness as a community.  The BS would be behind us and

projects like Kids Castle would be the norm not an extraordinary event.
● We would talk openly about our differences and honor each other’s perspective.
● Freeport used to be like “Leave it to Beaver” and we will be again.
● Joy mentioned she’s been thinking a lot about her legacy lately after both her brother and sister in law recently

passed within about a week of each other.
● Joy’s legacy is service.  She has love in her heart and she is going to love you and keep trying to connect through

service.
● In her nomination, it was said that if there were more Joy Sellers’ in Freeport, Freeport would be a very different

place.
● Joy is currently running for Alderman at Large for the City of Freeport.  I’m pretty sure there is a room of people

here tonight who know she is an excellent candidate to represent our entire community.
● Joy hopes that her grandkids will someday talk about her with pride for what she did for Freeport and all of our

children.  We know they will be Joy.
● Joy tells us that she loved receiving a quick text from her nephew Tavares congratulating her on her induction.

Joy responded by saying she didn’t know what she did to deserve the nomination, but Tavares texted back what
we are all thinking.  Joy is being inducted tonight for “just being you Aunty.”



James Rhyne Jr. – 1979 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● James Rhyne Jr. is best known for spending his entire career serving the youth and community through the
Martin Luther King Center and Boys and Girls Club.

● He served a couple of terms as a school board member and has served on countless boards, sub committees, and
strategic planning teams over the course of his career.

● After his high school graduation, James spent a year at HCC and then attended SIU to receive his BA in Liberal
Arts and then his Masters in Economics from WIU.

● James did not qualify for financial aid, but worked hard at Kelly Springfield every summer and took on all sorts
of jobs to pay his way through college.  His dad also was well known around Freeport for his side hustle, a
scraping business that helped pay for college degrees for his kids as well.

● When asked, “Why an entire career of community service?”, James answered:
● During one all nighter studying at school, I questioned my purpose and asked God to help me finish this degree

and in that moment I also promised God to work to help people.
● And so he did.  In 1990 James took his first any only job of his entire working career at the Boys and Girls Club

in Freeport.
● He has worked in multiple roles:  community service worker, program administrator, and director of the Boys

and Girls Club.
● During the transition from MLK operations to the Boys and Girls Club, the Boys and Girls club filled a void in

programming.  After much fundraising and organizational meetings, the Boys and Girls Club reopened at the
MLK Center.

● The legacy of the Freeport Boys and Girls Club is truly the legacy of James Rhyne Jr.
● The Boys and Girls Club started as a recreational center on the East Side of town and evolved over the years into

educational programming and social supports in addition to providing a community recreational and resource
center.

● Over the years, the Club has responded to community need with  after school programming (currently at five
sites), field trips, pre-apprenticeship construction programming, Teen Reach, dance teams, Girl and Boy Scouts,
Youth soccer and football and basketball leagues…you can tell they use whatever might hook kids into coming
to the Club.

● Here’s the amazing part.  Full access to all Club opportunities only costs $6 a year and there are no other fees.
Ever.  Even for AAU travel basketball.

● How does James do it?  Grant writing, fundraising, donations and a great Board of Directors that he thanks
tonight for continuing to allow him to serve.

● He wants to remind us Freeporters that volunteerism is our greatest asset.
● He saw some of the best of Freeport during COVID.  While the center was closed, there were still outreach

programs, food banks, vaccination clinics, testing…all at the King Center parking lot.
● James is proud of his loving wife and family and thanks them for letting him do his life’s work.  He is also so

proud of Freeport and knows that together we can continue to do great things for our community and our youth.



Jeremy Hodges – 1998 Graduate of Freeport High School
Robert Johnson Distinguished Alumni Award

● Jeremy graduated from FHS in 1998 as an honor roll student, a member of the student council, and a multiple
sport athlete, where he garnered all-conference honors and all-state honorable mentions for football.

● Jeremy Hodges considers his small town roots one of his greatest strengths because his Freeport roots have given
him an opportunity to dream and appreciate community and people.

● Jeremy reconnected with FHS a few years ago through Diane Regan.  He considers Diane a “pillar” for him and
a role model who cared deeply about him and his learning.  They reconnected through social media and Jeremy
came back to speak to students on campus as a result.

● During his time at FHS, Jeremy remembers playing football for our strong teams in the 80s and then going on to
play at NIU.

● He majored in pre-law at NIU, but with just two semesters left, one of his professors approached him and asked
if he was sure law was his future career, because his “passion seemed to be around event planning.”

● In fact, Jeremy was creatively throwing large scale events all over DeKalb on a regular basis.  So, Jeremy called
his dad and his dad’s advice was to “follow your dreams.”

● Jeremy’s company grew and his reputation allows him to selectively choose today which project he wants to
work on.  Today, Jeremy Hodges is an award-winning creative director and serial entrepreneur who has directed
and created myriad immersive experiences, large-scale art installations, and live music performances.

● His company’s vision has shifted over time to only work on projects that change the world through artistic
expression.  Additionally, he wishes to only accept projects that have a strong cultural impact component.

● He does not throw events for the sake of throwing a party, but to share stories and build community.  This
includes throwing events that marginalized groups (like those who are deaf) can still participate in.

● For Jeremy, art is the ultimate human connection.  He says, “Art allows us to break down racism, ageism…and
all the other isms too.”

● His Global Citizen Music Festival brought many together under the power of marketing and media to shift
thinking and impact, influence and educate.

● He founded Project Art Collective, a multidisciplinary creative studio in Chicago, IL, and Los Angeles.
● Despite no formal training, his company has worked with Adidas, Coca-Cola, Red Bull, Nike, and more. Beyond

brands, he has collaborated with some of our greatest creators, including Jay-Z, Bill Gates, Kendrick Lamar,
Drake, and Lady Gaga, to name just a few.

● Most recently, he and his firm led the creative direction and production of the critically-acclaimed museums:
Tupac Shakur: Wake Me When I'm Free and Bob Marley: One Love Experience.

● Jeremy and his work have been featured in major publications and media such as Forbes, Rolling Stone,
Billboard Magazine, and USA Today.

● His understanding of youth culture and developing art-driven social practices have earned him over ten industry
awards, including one Gold Canne Lion and two Grand Ex Awards (This is like the Oscars for marketing and
advertising).

● Jeremy is the son of James and Rosemary Hodges and currently resides in Bartlett, IL, with his beautiful wife
(Helen) and four kids (Xavier, Kingston, Lincoln, and Penelope).



Diane Regan – 1979 Graduate of Freeport High School
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award

● Diane Regan is recognized as an educator tonight, but let’s not forget she is also a proud Pretzel alumni from the
class of ‘79.

● Diane started teaching in 1984 at Dubuque Hempstead, then worked on her Master’s in Sociology and kind of
hated it.  So, she subbed as a teacher in the Wauwatosa district as a special education teacher and loved it.

● She transitioned to working with cognitively and emotionally challenged students for the Milwaukee Public
Schools and remembers fondly taking students to games where they sang the national anthem or played a
halftime special olympics game on the Bucks court.

● Diane landed in Freeport Schools in 1994 and took a job as a classroom aide because there were no teaching
jobs.  The following year she was hired as a behavior program teacher.  She transitioned into a half special
education and half social studies teacher position, took two years off to be a stay at home mom, and then came
back to a full time special education position.

● After some years, she transitioned to the JILG (Jobs for Illinois Graduates) program until the state cut the
funding under Governor Blagojevich.

● She taught AVID in its first year in the District (AVID is 25 years running in our District now), then went back to
social studies, and ended her career as a college and career academy coach.

● During her time as the Academy Coach, Diane created some of the best Veterans Day programs…even famously
bringing a horse into the gym that is cared for by veterans suffering from PTSD as a comfort animal.

● Of all her time teaching at FHS, Diane says she is most proud of two things:
● 1) Her ongoing relationships with the JILG students from years ago, their success and the several national

awards that our JILG program won under Diane’s leadership and the nationally recognized speakers we were
able to attract as a result.

● 2) The first ever Freeport High School Academy Career Fair.  First of all, it worked.  Hundreds of employers
showed up to meet with our 1000 students, the day was awesome, engaging and a turning point for the roll out of
the Academies in Freeport.

● She is also proud of her time coaching FAST with Mike Pisula from ‘94 until her kids were competing and she
wanted to be a mom not a coach to her kids.  During her swim coach career, she is proud to have seen Freeport
medal two state champs in Emily Pisula and Diedre DeWall.

● We should also know that Diane was one of the first Title 9 swimmers at FHS.  She made state for 3 of her high
school years, but really made her coach mad when she broke her collarbone playing football with the boys in the
park her freshman year.

● As colleagues, we’ve always admired style. Diane’s if there was a pretzel to be worn on an outfit, Diane was
sure to find a creative way to be Pretzely.

● FHS will always remember Diane for her “shenanigans” which was code for creepy dolls placed in a teacher’s
classroom, Christmas gift wrapped office supplies on the desk, and some other pranks we can’t mention here.

● Diane was also one of the retirees that didn’t get to finish 2020 when the pandemic started.  I’ll never forget
March 13 in the gym that morning.  We sat spaced out on the small side of the bleachers.  All of the retirees were
called down to say goodbye “just in case.”  We never returned to the building that school year.

● Diane, in some small way, we hope tonight’s celebration can be part of the closing shenanigans you were
planning three years ago and makes up a bit for the abrupt end to your teaching career.

● Something really special was in the Freeport water in the early 60s that produced four 1979 inductees here
tonight.  Let’s hear it for Diane, James, Joy and Tracy!



Pat Willging – 39 years of service to FSD 145 Students
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award

● Pat Willging started working for the Freeport School District in 1960 as a girls guidance counselor.  She
continued to serve in many guidance related roles until her retirement in 1999.

● Pat is best known for innovative programs and interventions that she created that are still in place today in
Freeport.  “Smooth Moves” helps our students move from attendance center to attendance center.

● In the case of Freeport High School, this means from the Middle School to the big scary High School across the
street.  Smooth Moves is always led by counselors in our district alongside outstanding student leaders who
serves as tour guides and student panelists for the incoming students.

● For our students, the care and counseling they receive makes a change feel like it might be ok after all.  They
recognize friendly faces and the building feels a bit more like home after a visit.

● Pat is remembered as being a skilled listener and advocate.  Her son remembers that his mother would
sometimes bring home girls from the Kings Daughters Home, which was a foster/orphanage home that existed
near where the current KFC and Lincoln Towers are located.  She was also active with the youth who stayed at
St. Vincent's Home and served as a trusted adult.

● As educators, research shows that it just takes one…one trusted adult for each student to flourish, even when
their home life isn’t the best.  Imagine for a minute how many lives Pat touched as a counselor.

● Mrs. Willging always had a file cabinet with assorted items a student might need ranging from school supplies
for students who might have forgotten a pencil or whose family could not afford to provide necessary supplies,
to gym suits required by the PE Department.

● Pat Willging was an incredible listener with an emphatic ear, however she expected students to take steps to
improve their situation and required them to take responsibility for their actions.

● Pat saw diversity as the best part about Freeport and often told her own children that understanding and
appreciating all people would take them further in life than any other life skill.

● She also appreciated that the Freeport District allowed students award winning arts programming and
competitive athletics alongside many many student clubs and organizations as an opportunity to embrace and
frequently encourage the students she counseled to be involved in something bigger than themselves.

● A few tributes to Pat tell us who she was to those she was close to:
● Jennifer Kanosky remembers:

○ Pat was a wonderful collaborator.  She was full of creative ideas to both educate and affirm children.
And she implemented and nurtured so many programs.

○ Jennifer remembers working with her on "Smooth Move", as well as“Test Busters” to help empower
kids to take standardized tests every year.

○ She also created “Ambassadors” at Carl Sandburg - a cadre of kids who were trained to be role models
and conflict resolution helpers.  She selected kids who weren’t just the popular ones, but ones who had
hidden strength that this program nurtured in them and made many of them into strong leaders.  Without
her and this program, who knows if those talents would have been realized.

○ And lastly, “Peacemakers" was another program that flourished under her.  This conflict resolution
program ran in Middle school, junior high and high school because of her determination and leadership.

○ Pat made work fun.  It was always a team effort and everyone felt ownership and pride in getting things
started, running and completed.  It was a joy and honor to work with her.  She inspired us to work harder
and focus on what was most important:  the individual child and her sense of herself in this world where
we are all connected and need each other.  The secret ingredient in all of her work was love.

● Betty Mickel remembers: I met Pat my first year of teaching in 1972.  Over the years she became the dearest,
most faithful friend that I could ever have dreamed of having in my life.  She was the most perfect listener, not
giving advice, but  providing clarity, understanding, and compassion when it was most needed. Sometimes she
just listened, and that was enough.

○ She loved water.  In the summer she would come out to our pool many times a week and just float in the
cool water.  She would also skim the pool, cleaning it while there.  This earned her the title of “Mickel’s
Pool Bitch,” a title that she was quite proud of!

● 39 years of service to FSD145 and many many lives impacted!  We would like to invite the Willging family up
to receive this award on behalf of their beautiful mother who passed in 2021 before we could honor her in person
with tonight’s induction ceremony.





Nate Johnson
Bill Chance Accomplished Educator/Coach Award

● Nate Johnson retired from FHS in 1986 after teaching and coaching for decades.  He is well known as the head
of Pretzel football from 1956-70.  He passed away in 2004 at the age of 84.

● Farrell Benefield remembers that when Nate came to Freeport in 1956, football hadn’t been prominent since the
1925 and 1926 teams that were Nationally acclaimed.

● Under Coach Johnson, the Pretzels quickly regained conference standing and went undefeated in 1959 and 1963.
In fact, the 1963 team only gave up 59 points the whole season and the 1959 team (only three years after Nate
arrived) played in the State title game and won.

● Part of the reason why Nate’s teams were so successful was because he studied the game and utilized the right
defense and offense for the players he had.  This meant studying the most current plays that elite college football
programs were running.

● Before coaching at Freeport, Johnson was a top notch athlete in his own right.  Standing at an imposing 6 foot 4
and 260 pounds, he was a starting tackle at Illinois from 1939-41, then served for his country for four years
during WWII (and played some football), and after service played pro football until 1950 until a back injury
sidelined him.

● Let’s tell Nate’s story, because there are several unbelievable tidbits that you’re all going to love hearing.
● Nate was the son of a coal miner and was expected to follow that line of work.  But Nate wanted to go to college

and play ball.  In order to get to campus, Nate hitchhiked his way to U of I, and lived at the stadium (in exchange
for being a janitor) because he couldn’t afford a dorm room.  That first year at U of I he was voted “Man on
Campus” because he was a well known athlete.

● When he was serving during WWII, he and his buddies convinced the Admiral to form a Navy team to play
some football.  It is thought this may have been the start of the Army vs. Navy game.

● Nate left the Navy because his job was to load bombs onto ships.  He told his daughters after a while that didn’t
seem like the best job to have.

● After graduating from U of I he played for the NY Yankees in ‘45 (that was a football team then) in the All
American Football League.  He would later play for the Chicago Hornets, the Chicago Rockets and then end up
back with the Yankees.

● Then he landed with the Baltimore Colts at the end of his career when the back injury sidelined his pro career.
Nate also earned a pension from the NFL for his time playing in that league and served as a scout for the 49ers
for a year.

● Following the NFL, Nate coached at U of I for a year and then Northwestern University.
● When Nate’s grandson attended U of I law school he took in his grandfather’s NFL contract as an artifact.  That

contract is still used as an exhibit in Contract Law at U of I.
● Nate was a celebrity of sorts.  There are pictures of Nate in a nightclub with Bob Hope and smoking a cigar with

Babe Ruth.
● Nate and his wife had two daughters and raised them in Freeport while he was teaching here.  His daughter

Marilyn remembers that he wore the #36 jersey when he played for the Yankees and his great grandson in
Colorado is a defensive line coach and also wore #36.

● The girls fondly remember how mad their mother would get when Nate would play football or wrestle with the
boys at school and come home sore.  Nate was a big guy (he wore a size 13 ring!) but he couldn’t resist working
out with the kids at school.

● Both girls remember that there just weren’t issues in the hall when their dad was around.  He would call students
Brother and say things like “Brother Smith…is there a problem?”  And students would quickly disperse.

● He also couldn’t resist the opportunity to earn a few extra dollars driving kids for driver’s education after hours
because the extra paid for dog food for his hunting dogs.

● The family fondly remembers their dad as a big softie.  At his funeral, a special needs student came to the family
to tell them that Nate quietly tutored him to ensure that he would graduate.

● Nate Johnson coached many of our Freeport boys into college scholarships, including Preston Pearson, the five
time Super Bowl appearance athlete for whom the athletic award he will receive tonight is named after.

● Receiving on behalf of her father tonight is his daughter Carolyn.



Joel and Vickie Leiser – Freeport High School Graduate of 1976 (Joel) and 1973 (Vickie)
Kathy Helm Friend of Freeport High School Award

● Joel and Vickie Leiser have served as our husband and wife boys’ basketball statistics team since 1999…
for more than three decades.  That would be 23 years!

● In 1999, Joel started taking stats after watching his son Scott (who served as a student statistician) take
stats for the boys’ basketball team the year prior.

● Once you talk to Joel just a bit, you’ll see that he’s one of those highly analytical guys who is always
looking for process improvements…and that includes basketball stats.

● Today he rolls in to take stats with a slim computer and a micro printer and a couple of bleacher seats.
We are pretty sure no one else in the conference has received printed stats at halftime like our Pretzels
have.

● But let’s explain how we got to today’s setup…
● Scott took stats with an old HP tablet that had it’s fair share of limitations in 1998, so in 1999 when Joel

took over, he decided he needed to upgrade the stats options.
● So, he wrote the macros to optimize the HP tablet.  But, writing the macros only helped for a year.  He

thought he could do better with an upgrade.
● You see, the HP tablet simply was not capable of recording shot charts (this means noting exactly where

on the floor each shot was taken from).
● So, he purchased a program called StatsNow that he still uses today and fired up his laptop.
● But, he found he had another problem.  He couldn’t look at the computer and follow the ball and click the

spot on the court to increase the accuracy of the shot taken stats.  He needed another set of eyes.
● So, Joel enlisted Vickie a year after he started taking stats.  Now Vickie really likes sports and likes to

watch games, but Joel had to train her to not watch the game, but instead watch the ball.  Vickie tells us
that was the hardest part to learn…watching the ball not the rest of the action!

● Vickie and Joel both lament some of the great plays they’ve missed over the years because they were
busy following the ball and recording the stats when the gym went wild cheering.  Joel especially wishes
he would have seen more dunks over the years!

● Over the years, they’ve taken on more than just stats.  Vickie launders all of the Varsity uniforms (that
started after watching Tresemer and Lawfer do the laundry and thinking she could help with that one
holiday tournament in Pekin under another coach).

● Joel credits Jamal Meeks (a 2019 Hall of Fame inductee) for getting him hooked on the game of
basketball.

● Joel also credits his wife for loving the game and patiently explaining it to him.  The funny thing Joel
says is “It feels like I really learned the game of basketball as a statistician!”

● In their 34 years with the boys basketball team, they have worked with SIX different head coaches.  And
they’ve tried to quit at least five times (after each coach moved on!)

● This is an unquestionably unique nomination.  You see Tresemer, Lawfer, Pierce and Jackson (4 of the 6
coaches) nominated the Leisers for the Hall of Fame Award

● The Leisers were a bit emotional when they said they’ve taken stats all these years because they “love the
kids.”

● In fact, Vickie has also been preparing the Senior Night programs for years too.
● Recently, the Leisers managed to quit one thing…their day gigs. Vickie retired as a day care provider and

Joel retired after 45 years in various engineering roles with Elkay Manufacturing.
● Speaking of engineering…I know I’ll never forget the day Joel and I and his grandson played plumber

and installed the first bottle filler fountains outside of the West Gym a few years back.  My job was
holding tools while Joel puzzled through installation and a few trips to Menards that day.  You see, Joel
had put FHS’s name on a few fountains at work and was able to get them donated “for the kids” at no
cost and then he donated his installation time too.

● It might be impossible to estimate their combined volunteer hours, but let’s give it a try.  There are about
32 games a year, times 23 years, times 3 hours a game (that’s on the light side because half the games are
away), times two statisticians.  I’m coming to light on this math at : 4416.  Then we need to add in team
laundry at 32 games at 4 hours over 16 years or another 1312 hours plus at least 100 hours for senior
night programs.

● That brings us to…5828 hours…or just about 3 years of full time work.  WOW!


