
S Y M B I O S I S 

 
MEETING DATE: 14 May, 2014 
RE:  Sligo Mill Overlook Playground Neighborhood Meeting 
MEETING LOCATION:  6411 Orchard Avenue, Takoma Park, MD 

ATTENDEES:  Daryl Braithwaite (City of Takoma Park), Emily Cohen (City of Takoma Park), Ward 3 

Councilmember Kate Stewart (City of Takoma Park), Dave Vismira (M-NCPPC), Kathleen Dearstine (M-
NCPPC), Juan Du (Symbiosis), Lanshing Hwang (Symbiosis), Garden Club members, neighbors (sign-in 
sheet attached) 
 
GOAL OF MEETING: Generate ideas and reactions from key community stakeholders regarding the 

design of the playground at Sligo Mill Overlook. 
 

 
 

MEETING NOTES: 

1) Following introductions of all meeting attendees, Daryl Braithwaite gave a brief description of the 
project. 

2) Lanshing Hwang gave a brief presentation about the purpose of play and various types of playscape 
examples.   

3) The community started weighing in with their questions and comments after the presentation. 

 General Questions & Comments 

 Community member asked about the budget and the next step of the 
project. Daryl stated that the space and budget are still to be determined. 
The City has budgeted currently $50K for the design and $150K for 
construction.  But there are both uncertainties and opportunities, such as 
5th Ave road width reduction, plots relocation, etc.  The idea for the 
complete park has to be incorporated into a concept plan.   

 There are currently 33 garden plots, the 8 located closest to the 5th Avenue side 
of the park have year to year leases. These plots have been identified as ones 
that could potentially be relocated or reduced if needed, for the playground.  

 Playground needs to have ADA compliant access and some portion of the 
playground itself needs to be accessible to children with disabilities. MNCPPC 
does not currently have an ADA accessible garden plots and is looking into the 
option should any work be done on the garden that might trigger requirements 
to provide ADA compliant plots. 

 If any garden plots are relocated, the gardeners would like to have the same size 
of plots as existing instead of smaller plots. 

 Many commented about wanting multi-age usage of the playground.   

 Would like this playground to be unique from the others in the city. 

 Neighbor at the top of the hill suggested recycled water feature. 

 Suggested using elevation change of the site, with proper grading to achieve a 
passive design.  Slope can be utilized as feature. 

 Liked non-traditional play equipment/environment. 

 Would like some digging area as sand pit and plants to attract butterflies.   

 Possible shade structure.   

 Use sustainable material.    



 
 

2 
 
 

 

 Take the whole site into consideration, utilize the slope to achieve a ying-yang, 
L-shape interlocking relationship of the playground and the garden plots. 

 Keep the overlook at the top of the hill for the viewing opportunity.  It is a 
gathering place opportunity. 

 Change of elevation within play area.  Introduce rain garden type of educational 
component. 

 Introduce nature and horticultural component into play design. 

 The city staff mentioned that the project could be phased if additional 
funding was necessary.  The city council member in attendance stated she 
would advocate for funding to make the playground happen.   

 There are a lot of kids in the neighborhood of all ages. 

 Many like the idea of imaginative play. 

 Design safety into the space.  Maintain sight lines through playground. 

 Starting from 5th Ave., build a serpentine path into and through the playground 
area. 

 Consider the use of vertical garden when there is the need to accommodate 
more plots in limited space. 

 Gardeners are supportive of the playground and want to work together in order 
to meet everyone’s needs. 

 Presentation material will be posted on the City’s website along with Symbiosis 
contact info.  Questions and comments can be sent through it. 

 Meeting concluded around 8:30pm 
4) Next Steps 

 The City will reach out to M-NCPPC to determine the extent of the playground and the 
flexibility of the plot type and location.  

 Survey will be conducted on May 15th.     
 

This note is prepared by Lanshing Hwang of Symbiosis.  Please provide comments within 5 days after the posting.   

   
 
  


