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Abstract

Concepts, political and social background and the responsible people and actors of 
industrial heritage in the GDR between the 1950s and the German reunification in 
1990

Prof. Dr. Helmuth Albrecht, TU Mining Academy Freiberg/Germany

Due to the Marxist theoretical concept of the productive forces the heritage administration 
in the GDR shifted as early as in the 1950s its focus on the historical remains of the 
development of technology and industry in its territory. Together with the heritage 
administration volunteers of the state controlled cultural organisation of the “Kulturbund” 
started a campaign for the documentation of so called “technical monuments” all over the 
country. The leading region in this campaign was Saxony with its heritage administration in
the city of Dresden, the department for architecture at the Technical University of Dresden 
and the 1954 founded Institute for the History of Mining and Metallurgy (IHMM) at the 
Mining Academy of Freiberg. People in power of this development were the architect and 
monument conservator Hans Nadler, since 1949 head of the Heritage Institute in Dresden,
Prof. Eberhard Wächtler, from 1962 to 1990 head of the Freiberg IHMM, and the geologist 
and mining historian Otfried Wagenbreth, an early volunteer of the “Kulturbund” and since 
1979 lecturer for History and Documentation of the Production Facilities in Dresden. 
Especially Wächtler and Wagenbreth formed since the 1960s up to 1990 a congenial team
as driving forces, authors and publishers for the documentation and preservation of 
industrial heritage in the GDR. Both, Wächtler as a confident Marxist and influential 
member of the SED and Wagenbreth as a confidential Christian and leading GDR expert 
in mining history as well as in technical monuments, created what we can call the GDR 
style of industrial heritage, based on Marxist ideology and the technological focused 
tradition of German monument preservation from the 1920s and 1930s. Under the 
umbrella of the British development of Industrial Archaeology they tried to establish an 
East German alternative against the West German development of a more broader view of
industrial heritage within the concept of “Industriekultur” as the study of all cultural aspects 
of the history of the industrial society. With the German reunification in 1990 this GDR 
development ended abruptly. But some of its industrial archaeology tradition is still 
developed further in the 1992 founded Institute for Industrial Archaeology, History of 
Science and Technology at the TU Mining Academy of Freiberg.


