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Dr. Oakley Overview

• Short-term (2 year) program 
with intensive focus on 
literacy

• 200 students, Elem = 2:25, 
JH = 1:15

• Grades 3 – 9

• All students have identified 
complex learning disabilities 
and were referred from their 
community school

• 2h 15min explicit literacy 
instruction/day





Purpose of Writing

● Persuade 
● Inform 
● Narrate 



● Grounded in instructional SRSD model- by Dr. K Harris

○ SRSD = Self-Regulated Strategy Development

● Augmented by Dr. Charles Haynes sentence and word level 

instruction

● Systematically teaches the writing process with examples, 

modeling of strategies, supported practice

● Explicitly teaches writing and self-regulation techniques 

(ie.goal setting, self-monitoring)                
-Hansford, N., Reenstra, E & Laud, L. (2024, July 8). ThinkSRSD A Secondary Analysis Cohort Investigation. [Working Paper].



The Cycle



Text Sets



Pre-read for GIST
Pull apart the prompt
Pick my ideas

Plan



Generating Interactions between 

Schemata and Texts

P₁: Pre-Read for GIST



● Effective summarising leads to an increase in 
student learning

● Summarising requires students to focus on the 
main ideas of a text and to decide what is 
important without omiting key ideas

● Significant benefits for comprehending texts, as 
well as retaining and recalling information

Why GIST?





P₂:  Pull Apart the Prompt



Prompt: 
Butterflies are more than just 
beautiful insects – they play an 
important role in our 
environment! Describe why 
butterflies are important to their 
environment.

Prompt:
Explain what Alex’s dialogue 
reveals about her character.



P₃: Pick Ideas





Organize
Topic
Information
Details
End











Write

REdit

evise



Full Cycle Example



Full Cycle Example pt. 2



Hands-on Practice



PD Opportunities

Introduction to Releasing 
Writers’ (formerly think SRSD) 
Science of Writing Course 
(Live via Zoom)
Gr K-12 Introductory 
Course 
This course includes both 
Releasing Writers and Power 
Up books. 

On Demand

https://thinksrsd.com/articles-and-books/
https://thinksrsd.com/articles-and-books/
https://thinksrsd.com/articles-and-books/


Facebook Groups



Questions?
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