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WHAT IS A 
PHONEME?

The smallest unit of sound in a 
language.



WHAT IS 
PHONOLOGICAL 
AWARENESS?

Building an awareness of the 
phonemes in a language.
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WHAT IS A 
MORPHEME?

The smallest unit of meaning in a 
language.

● BASE: <go>, <see>, <elephant>
● AFFIX: <re->, <im->, <-ed>, <-ing>
● CONNECTING LETTERS: <-o->



WHAT IS 
MORPHOLOGICAL 

AWARENESS?
Building an awareness of the 
smallest meaningful units in a 

language.



“English is a morphophonemic system 
that evolved to jointly represent the 
units of meaning (morphemes) and 
phonology (phonemes).” Bowers and 
Bowers (2018)

WHAT THE RESEARCH SAYS

English prioritizes the consistent 
spelling of morphemes over the 

consistent spelling of phonemes.



Instruction in morphology has a positive effect on 
morphological awareness and phonological awareness.

WHAT THE RESEARCH SAYS



CURRICULAR 
CONNECTIONS



Grade 1 Finding bases, compound 
words <-s> or <-es>,  <-ed>

Grade 2
Adding suffixes, tenses, 

compound words, meaning 
spelling connections

 <-ing> or <-ed>, 
<-er> or <-est>

Grade 3 Analyze bases and affixes, 
compound words

<re->, <un->, <in->, <dis->, <non->, 
<mis->, <mal->, <sub->, <super-> 
<-ly>, <-er>, <-or>, <-ar>, <-ist>

Grade 4 Understanding morphology, 
predict meanings

<-y>, <-ish>, <-able> or 
<-ible>, <-ful> <-ant> <-ent>

Grade 5 Word Origins
<ous>, <ious>, <al>, <ial>, <ian>, <ic>, <ical>, 
<ment>, <ity>, <ant>, <ent>, <ance>, <ence>, <circu>, 
<per>, <trans>, <ad>, <sub>, <ob>, <com>, <ex>

Grade 6
Affixes changing the meaning 

of words, Greek and Latin 
Roots

<pro->, <com->, <con->, <en->, 
<oc-> 
<-en> and <-ize>







Grade 5 Affixes

<ous>, <ious>, <al>, <ial>,  <ian>, <ic>, 
<ical>, <ment>, <ity>, <ant>, <ent>, 
<ance>, <ence>, <circu>, <per>, 
<trans>, <ad>, <sub>, <ob>, <com>, 
<ex>

i + ous i + al

ic + al

i + an



Grade 5 Affixes

<-ous>, <-al>, <-an>, <-ic>, <-ment>, 
<-ity>, <-ant>, <-ent>, <-ance>, 
<-ence>, <circu->, <per->, <trans->, 
<ad->, <sub->, <ob->, <com->, <ex->

Introduce connecting vowel letter <-i->.



USING 
STRUCTURED 
WORD INQUIRY 
TO SUPPORT 
MORPHOLOGICAL 
AWARENESS



WHAT IS A 
WORD 
FAMILY?A group of words 
that share a 
meaning and 
historical 
connection. They 
often also share a 
base.



rhymes with 
<bed> 

bed
in the same word 

family as <bed>

bedtime
bedding

beds
bunkbed

red

said bread
bedbugheadshed

bedhead



WHEN DO WORDS IN A FAMILY 
NOT SHARE A BASE?

● Strong verbs
○ run : ran
○ sleep : slept
○ eat : ate



WHEN DO WORDS IN A FAMILY 
NOT SHARE A BASE?

● Related bases
○ mixed : 

mixture



Word Matrix: Visual representation of the possible 
words that share a base in a word family.



Word Sums

un + sink + able → unsinkable

Writing out the structure of a word to 
show its affixes and bases. 

plus signs 
between 

morphemes

rewrite 
arrow



Image Credit: Peter Bowers

https://wordtorque.com/using-visual-cues-to-indicate-morphemic-structure/

HAND SIGNALS

https://wordtorque.com/using-visual-cues-to-indicate-morphemic-structure/


MORPHEME COLLECTION CHART



● Try a finger dropping 
technique
○ More discreet

● Reduces cognitive load by:
○ Keeping a count of syllables
○ Less noise distraction

● Easier to monitor student use
● Recommended by Peter Bowers

DON’T CLAP SYLLABLES, INSTEAD…



MYSTERY BOX
Target: <-s> or <-es>
1. Hide a mystery item in 

a box.
2. Give clues about what 

the item is. 
3. Students guess the 

item
4. Spell the word together.

GRADE 1 SAMPLE LESSON

Segmenting



MYSTERY BOX
Target: <-s> or <-es>
5. “Surprise! I don’t have just 

one cat, I have two!”
6. Add a suffix at the end of 

the word.
7. “Surprise! I don’t have just 

two cats, I have #!”
8. Discuss how we only add 

one plural suffix.

GRADE 1 SAMPLE LESSON



<-ed> SUFFIX SORT
Target: 
understanding 
pronunciation
1. Read a story.
2. Go back and find the 

words with an <-ed> 
ending. 

GRADE 2 SAMPLE LESSON



<-ed> SUFFIX SORT
Target: 
understanding 
pronunciation
3. Sort words ending in 

<-ed> by their 
pronunciation.

4. Discuss anything the 
students notice. 

GRADE 2 SAMPLE LESSON

Syllables
Segmenting



<-ed> SUFFIX SORT

GRADE 2 SAMPLE LESSON



SAVE THE BUNNY
Target: using 
affixes to create 
new words

1. Provide students with a 
matrix and blank spaces 
to match how many 
letters are in your 
mystery word.

2. Students guess letters in 
the mystery word.

GRADE 3 SAMPLE LESSON



SAVE THE BUNNY
Target: using 
affixes to create 
new words
3. Correct guesses are 

marked in the mystery 
word space.

4. A piece of the bunny is 
deleted for each 
incorrect guess.

GRADE 3 SAMPLE LESSON
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WORD SORT
Target: relate 
morphemes to 
meaning

1. Provide students with an 
envelope of word cutouts.

2. Students sort words in or 
out of the circle based on 
meaning and shared 
base. 

GRADE 4 SAMPLE LESSON



3. Challenge students to try 
to create a word sum for 
some of the words in the 
circle.

4. Discuss how the base is  
not a word all by itself 
(bound base).

WORD SORT
Target: relate 
morphemes to 
meaning

GRADE 4 SAMPLE LESSON

vise + ible → visible

vise + ion → vision

super + vise → supervise

in + vise + ibility → invisibility



WORD STUDY -FRAYER MODEL
Target: using the 4 questions to understand a 
word
1. Pick a word, and create a “Frayer 

Model” to answer the 4 
questions of word study, as per 
next slide.

GRADE 5 SAMPLE LESSON



<transportation>

What does it mean? How is it built?

What are its relatives? What jobs are the letters doing?

trans + port + ate + ion → 

transportation

transportation
transport

transportable

transportation
transported <t> pronounced as /ʃ/ when 

followed by <-ion> suffix

beyond, 
across

to carry



transport

<trans->

translucent

transparent

translatable

transfer

transfusion

<port>

portable
export

deport

comportment

transmitted
porter

important



Prefixes that share a meaning and history, but have alternative spellings.

WORD DETECTIVES -SPELLING PATTERN HUNT
Target: working with assimilated prefixes

GRADE 6 SAMPLE LESSON

Assimilated Prefixes:



WORD DETECTIVES -SPELLING PATTERN HUNT
Target: working with assimilated prefixes

contract
construction
conduct
connection
constant
contact
contribute

GRADE 6 SAMPLE LESSON

compression
compare
community
complex
components
computation

Potential word list from Grade 6 Science Curriculum: 
collaborate
collect



1. Provide students with a Word 
Detective Worksheet. Look for 
spelling patterns in the matrices 
provided.

WORD DETECTIVES 
-SPELLING PATTERN HUNT
Target: working with 
assimilated prefixes

GRADE 6 SAMPLE 
LESSON

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pw2yHh41ScHu6bg7xCW8h7Okvs8JBFSQ8CfvGhxdTEY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pw2yHh41ScHu6bg7xCW8h7Okvs8JBFSQ8CfvGhxdTEY/edit?usp=sharing


2. Make a class hypothesis of when 
to use <com-> vs. <con-> prefix.

WORD DETECTIVES 
-SPELLING PATTERN HUNT
Target: working with 
assimilated prefixes

GRADE 6 SAMPLE 
LESSON



We use a <com-> prefix when the 
following base begins with 
closed-mouth position. 

WORD DETECTIVES 
-SPELLING PATTERN HUNT
Teacher Answer Key

GRADE 6 SAMPLE 
LESSON



We use a <con-> prefix when the 
following base beings with a dental or 
alveolar mouth position.

WORD DETECTIVES 
-SPELLING PATTERN HUNT
Teacher Answer Key

GRADE 6 SAMPLE 
LESSON



<compost>

<connect>

<collaborate>



● Compare how rhyming words 
are spelled.

The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson

ale ail

tale
whale
sale

tail
wail
sail
snail

homophones!

RHYME WORK



● How many ways can you find of 
spelling /eɪ/?

The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson

a_e ai ea ay

tale
whale
gazed

sail
snail

great gray
Phoneme grapheme correspondences

PHONEME ISOLATION



● When you are isolating sounds, make sure not 
to add extra “sounds”
○ buh - ike
○ /b/ - ike

*this is easy with some phonemes, and extremely 
difficult with others, but worth being aware of.

SEGMENTING PHONEMES



● Isolating initial 
sounds.

● Isolating final 
sounds.

● Some suffixes 
represent a 
single phoneme. 
Great practice 
for isolating 
final phonemes.

SEGMENTING PHONEMES



● Grapheme comparison using venn diagrams

Lyn Anderson 
lesson about 
<cycle>

SEGMENTING PHONEMES

http://wordsinbogor.blogspot.com/2017/
http://wordsinbogor.blogspot.com/2017/
http://wordsinbogor.blogspot.com/2017/


● Segment initial and final 
sounds

● Sort the jobs that the 
graphemes are doing as you 
segment

“today”, “say”, “stay” and “toy” also come up in this 
story. In these cases <y> is part of an <ay> or <oy> 
digraph.

SEGMENTING PHONEMES



● Use initial > medial > final sound charts.

Word 
Works 
Newsletter 
#95

SEGMENTING PHONEMES

http://files.realspellers.org/PetesFolder/Newsletters/WW_Newsletter_95_SWI_in_the_early_years.pdf
http://files.realspellers.org/PetesFolder/Newsletters/WW_Newsletter_95_SWI_in_the_early_years.pdf
http://files.realspellers.org/PetesFolder/Newsletters/WW_Newsletter_95_SWI_in_the_early_years.pdf
http://files.realspellers.org/PetesFolder/Newsletters/WW_Newsletter_95_SWI_in_the_early_years.pdf


Compound words are:

● A good start to blending work
● Easy for students to notice and work 

with 

BLENDING WORK



● When segmenting by syllables, consider using 
morphological information to guide the lesson.

SEGMENTATION WORK



https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-l
iteracy/what-should-morphology-instruction-look

https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/what-should-morphology-instruction-look
https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/what-should-morphology-instruction-look


Websites and Blogs:

Word Works: 
http://www.wordworkskingston.com/WordWo
rks/Home.html 

Linguist Educator Exchange: 
https://linguisteducatorexchange.com/ 

Rebecca Loveless: 
http://rebeccaloveless.com/blog/ 

Beyond the Word: 
http://wordsinbogor.blogspot.ca/

Word Torque: https://wordtorque.com/  

Level Up: http://leveluped.com/blog/ 

SWI Helpful 
Websites

Helpful Tools:

Mini Matrix Maker: 
http://www.neilramsden.co.uk/spelling/matri
x/

Word Searcher: 
http://www.neilramsden.co.uk/spelling/searc
her/ 

Etymology: http://www.etymonline.com/ 

Real Spelling Toolbox: 
https://www.tbox2.online/ 

http://www.wordworkskingston.com/WordWorks/Home.html
http://www.wordworkskingston.com/WordWorks/Home.html
https://linguisteducatorexchange.com/
http://rebeccaloveless.com/blog/
http://wordsinbogor.blogspot.ca/
https://wordtorque.com/
http://leveluped.com/blog/
http://www.neilramsden.co.uk/spelling/matrix/
http://www.neilramsden.co.uk/spelling/matrix/
http://www.neilramsden.co.uk/spelling/searcher/
http://www.neilramsden.co.uk/spelling/searcher/
http://www.etymonline.com/
https://www.tbox2.online/


Thank you!

Please feel free to 
contact me by email if 
you would like to ask 
more questions about 
how SWI fits into 
phonological 
awareness activities.

amber.cahill@gmail.com   

Check out my 
Instagram account

www.instagram.co
m/swiclassroom

mailto:amber.cahill@gmail.com
http://www.instagram.com/swiclassroom
http://www.instagram.com/swiclassroom


http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq

