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Today we will try…
● New game 

ideas
● My 

classroom 
“hits” 

● Steady beat 
games

● Passing 
games ● Online 

games
● Listening/ 

guessing 
gamesWhy? FUN, of course!

Reinforce musical concepts.
Get kids SINGING!!!



● 30 years (yikes!) with Wolf Creek Public 
Schools

● Current assignment is Grade 1, 2 and 3 
Music and Junior High band 

● I have an orange cat too (only she has no 
tail) !

A bit about me…



Things to consider:

“NO SONG, NO GAME”
Save your voice by using 
an instrument

Turns

Singing!

Allow time for all or 
keep a list; advance 
warning

Safety
Racing games outside; 
follow PE guidelines; 
moving in OWN SPACE

Passing 
games
Goal - steady beat vs. 
“hot potato”

Hiding 
games
Watch for shouting!

Kids 
demos

Watch how the 
game is played 



Some newer game 
ideas: ● Toss and Catch one-page lyrics

● Tap and Grab
● Had a Chicken (general)
● Give, Take, Shake Shake Shake

○ Cooperative game
○ Repeat the chant
○ Concentrate on the “give”

● Heads or Tails
○ Extensions! Record each roll, then create and 

perform the rhythm!
○ Try it with dynamic symbols, tempo terms, 

articulation symbols.

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/toss-and-catch/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=concept-https-musicplayonline-com-activities-library-songs-general-toss-and-catch-one-page-lyrics
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/wallflowers/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=teaching-demo-ff209d21075745409bcd848e39bdff21
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/had-a-chicken/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=shaker-demo-0f3a8c2be1e73edb223435d32efaf202


Can You Keep a Steady Beat?    Find in “Discover” - No Touch Games -    
Learning  Modules - No Touch Games1)Make a standing circle.

2) Each student in turn will say one 
beat of the words, “Can you keep a 
stea-dy beat?” while patting.. The 8th 
student will tap shoulders, indicating a 
rest. 
Student 1: Can
Student 2: you
Student 3: keep
Student 4: a
Student 5: stea-
Student 6: dy
Student 7: beat
Student 8: tap shoulders

● Use this as a quick elimination game at 
the end of class for lining up!!

● Or add instruments - djembes
● Increase the tempo - of course!!
● Replace a word with body percussion, 

eg) stomp on the word “keep”

https://musicplayonline.com/learning-modules/no-touch-games__trashed/


Four Corners Rhythms
● Find in “Units”
● Concept slides/Projectables has different 

countdown clocks, you choose the corner
● Interactive allows for more “random” 
● MANY levels including triple meter and 

dotted rhythms over 8 beats

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/four-corners-rhythm-game/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/four-corners-rhythm-game/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=Interactive-https-musicplayonline-com-activities-library-four-corners-level-3


My classroom “Hits”!
● Here Comes a Bluebird 

○ Grade One for fun; Grade Two intro half notes
● Guessing Games: 

○ “Little Tommy Tiddlemouse” Grade One
○ "Doggie Doggie" Grade Two (s-m-l)

● Statue Game - movement “freeze” game
● Sleepy Bunnies
● I Like You (aka Bow Wow Wow) - teach rest; 

uses pentatonic scale; “Will you be my Valentine?” 
Friendships game “Will you be a friend of mine?”; 
concepts for higher grades

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/here-comes-a-bluebird/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-1-762a5e6fa8693dc3b216469d4d9f60b6
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/doggie-doggie/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=concept-https-musicplayonline-com-activities-library-grade-2-doggie-doggie-one-slide-lyrics
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/statue-game/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=lyrics-50cc21102b621ea55dff175d7cf92f29
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/sleepy-bunnies/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-2-52621b852d189b8af8b232d9042011dc
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/i-like-you/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-4657e36d4032e8d4d3cc4fd7790e8b26


My classroom “Hits”continued
● We Like Playing Games Together - (formerly “Icka Backa”) 

Grade Two; introduce do; reinforce rest
- Create accompaniments for phrases

● Find the Yellow (Easter) Basket - dynamics
● Concentration - Grade Three - steady beat;

Reinforce do 
● Stella Ella Ola - no earlier than Grade 3; 

steady beat

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/we-like-playing-games-together/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-0b98b4c14b63d85e37c0ab4072fad927
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/we-like-playing-games-together/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=mini-kids-demo-1-548339192f825eadc3462c7578101a9d
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/find-the-easter-basket/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-4f1e4efb5f080d50cd0cf8589f29bff5
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/concentration/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-a55b94ab036716fc360945785d6c1a49
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/stella-ella-olla/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-7271fc45e709014146617c56ebee0999


Other Guessing Games - don’t 
forget to keep a list of turns!!
● Who Has the Pencil - pencil, ruler, book; 

Kindergarten - three people guess
● Cuckoo - Grade One; s-m
● Who's That? - Grade Two; s-m-r-d; I change 

lyrics to “I am tapping at the window”
○ Who's That - picture of window and door

● Seven Up - Grade Three; m-r-d

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/who-has-the-pencil/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=concept-https-musicplayonline-com-activities-library-kindergarten-who-has-the-pencil-one-slide-lyrics
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/cuckoo/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-0bbbd89559f177096d2b6d6101ade700
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/whos-that/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-c72960779ab5f2d0a1c0f24389cbb2b6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17095ZX00xbz67Q8zIepqihFtgMI1o9aqO9uoDygAtIc/edit
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/seven-up/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-2ada9c3aa60918b11f394cc96241d4bb


Hiding Games
● Bunny Hides the Basket - Grade One and 

up; pentatonic
● Hide Those Eggs - Grade Three; give 

everyone two turns to hide eggs
● Find the Basket - Grade Three; pentatonic
● Closet Key - Grade Three; m-r-d
● Black Snake - Grade Four; pentatonic; 

syncopation (sy-co-pah)

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/bunny-hides-a-basket/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=lyrics-f7844f4670c7f3ae78b1b3ca5ae0a279
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/hide-those-eggs/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-13e3b6d53ac88c045da8e68d6858c69e
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/find-the-basket/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-2-ef318ce88c2085a7fd316bc741c7d90f
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/closet-key/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-845e54ff2063437efc831743fe02788a
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/black-snake/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-921a888caabdc28cf741667171c94e97


Passing Games
● Bee Bee Bumblebee - s-m-l
● Tap It Here, Tap It There - 

Grade 2 and 3
● Pass the Stick - s-m-d
● Plainsies Clapsies - s-m-l; not a 

passing game, but a super fun bean 
bag game!!

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/bee-bee-bumblebee/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-1-2f31d155cef8ca852b5d94f286475638
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/tap-it-here-tap-it-there/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=concept-https-musicplayonline-com-activities-library-02038-tap-it-here-tap-it-there-one-page-lyrics
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/pass-the-stick/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-5a4053c773abfb391a2df520c379195d
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/plainsies-clapsies/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-d4858ee179aabe7256d0227a8019bc30


Lots of concepts! 

Online Games - fun ways to reinforce 
musical concepts

Also Treble Clef, 
Bass Clef, Ukulele 

chords

Music Math and 
Note Naming

- Go to Dashboard
- “Generate Student Code”
- Once generated, will 
embed automatically in 
links 

Coconut 
Chaos

Pop 
Quizzes Trivia 

Wheel

Note Toss Space Music 
Adventure

Generate a 
Student Code

Dynamics, Tempo, 
Treble and Bass Clef

https://musicplayonline.com/games/coconut-chaos/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/games/coconut-chaos/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/games/dynamics-pop-quiz/?my_access_code=J650512&video_url=https%3A%2F%2Fmusicplayonline.com%2Factivities-library%2Fpop-quiz-bass-clef-accidentals-level-2%2F%3Fmy_access_code%3DJ650512
https://musicplayonline.com/games/dynamics-pop-quiz/?my_access_code=J650512&video_url=https%3A%2F%2Fmusicplayonline.com%2Factivities-library%2Fpop-quiz-bass-clef-accidentals-level-2%2F%3Fmy_access_code%3DJ650512
https://musicplayonline.com/games/trivia-wheel/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/games/trivia-wheel/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/games/note-toss-recorder-fingering/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/games/space-music-adventure/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/games/space-music-adventure/?my_access_code=J650512


Racing Games - take these outside!

● I'm the Fastest Turkey / Charlie Over 
the Ocean - good for hearing and 
assessing individual singing

● Hill Hill
● Let Us Chase the Squirrel
● Cut the Cake

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/im-the-fastest-turkey/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-41f6c7996861404e1219e6d6da158d37
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/charlie-over-the-ocean/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-69cda72e0b055a3ed45d54c0a907e83c
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/charlie-over-the-ocean/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-69cda72e0b055a3ed45d54c0a907e83c
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/hill-hill/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-f60c863c69493cad619bb4559b74cef0
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/let-us-chase-the-squirrel/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-0441508a98fa01d2f594a39b06f2418c
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/cut-the-cake/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-2-6a81995147dc8f928346806ec45a3eaf


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

Thanks!
I am grateful that you were here!!

joyce.holoboff@wolfcreek.ab.ca

Please keep this slide for attribution

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr












Many variations!!
Currently I sing:
“Shark attack” 
instead of “shack 
shack” and 
“baloney baloney 
with cheese and 
macaroni” instead 
of “valo… va”



I Like You/ Bow Wow Wow



Icon pack



“This is a quote, words full of wisdom 
that someone important said and can 
make the reader get inspired.”

—Someone Famous


