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Dr. Oakley Overview• Short-term (2 year) program 
with intensive focus on 
literacy

• 200 students, Elem = 2:25, JH 
= 1:15

• Grades 3 – 9

• All students have identified 
complex learning disabilities 
and were referred from their 
community school

• 2h 15min explicit literacy 
instruction/day



Based off of the Alberta Curriculum. L. Bryden and J. Pletz (Dr. Oakley Literacy Team)



In order to easily read multisyllabic 
words, students must be able to:

1. Understand the concept of a syllable, 
and how to identify vowels & 
consonants

2. Recognize various syllable types and 
where syllables divide

3. Recognize common prefixes, suffixes 
and base words

4. Break apart a word and arrive at an 
approximate pronunciation

Available on Amazon
Wiley Blevins (2023)

Teaching Phonics & Word Study in the Intermediate Grades



1. Understand the Concept of a Syllable

● A syllable contains only one 
vowel sound

● Syllables may have more than 
one vowel letter (ie. vowel 
teams like ea, ai, ou) but these 
letters only make one vowel 
sound

● All syllables have a vowel, but 
not all syllables have a 
consonant

*the vowel sound is the part of 
the word that causes your mouth 
to open

retake descendent
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2. Recognize Various Syllable Types
(& know where they divide)

6 Basic Syllable 

Spelling Patterns

C+le
Syllables



Closed Syllables

cat
rabbit
fantastic



Open Syllables

hi
agent
vacancy







ba baby
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Syllable work

Available on Amazon
Wiley Blevins (2011)

Week-by-Week Phonics & Word Study Activities for the Intermediate Grades

Blending Instruction 



CVCe Syllables

side
stampede
hopefulness



A
ct

iv
it

y



side inside
vade
fine

made

plete

hope

side

shame

wide

invade
refine

unmade

complete

hopeless

sideways

shameful

widespread

“Bossy E” 

Syllable work

Available on Amazon
Wiley Blevins (2011)

Week-by-Week Phonics & Word Study Activities for the Intermediate Grades

Blending Instruction  



R-Controlled Syllables

dart
concert
vaporize



C+le Syllables

dribble
assemble



Vowel Team Syllables

pay
seesaw
unafraid





Division of Longer Words (Syllabication)

Not many generalizations are helpful in the longterm, but some 
are worth pointing out (these are all “usuallys”, never “always”):

● Don’t divide digraphs/trigraphs, vowel teams

● Compound word = divide between the two words

● Inflectional ending (ie. ing, er, est, ed) = its own syllable

● 2 consonants in middle of word (VCCV) = divide between them

● 1 consonant between 2 vowels (VCV) = first try dividing before 
consonant

● Word ending in consonant + le = consonant +le are the last syllable





Rules with syllabication are good starting points (previous slide)

HOWEVER

“Flexing the Vowel” and “Call the Dog” 
are the two most useful skills you want students to work towards



Flexing the Vowel

Official name = the Set for Variability reading strategy

Helpful when students have used their letter-sound knowledge and a 
blending strategy to decode a word, but there’s still a mismatch between 

what they decode and the actual word

robin
frozen



Call the Dog

Official name = Syllable Emphasis

When deciding where to put the emphasis on a multisyllable word, think of 
what you sound like when “calling the dog” 

Ea-ster 
Ea-ster



3. Recognize Common Prefixes, Suffixes and 
Base Words



—WILEY BLEVINS

“Knowledge of common syllable patterns 
and structural analysis (affixes, roots) 

improves students’ ability to read, spell, 
and learn the meanings of multisyllabic 

words.”



*Only directly teach 
the most-common 
prefixes and suffixes

*Teach students to be careful about 
groups of letters that look like prefixes 
but aren’t!
(ie. undone vs uncle)



Prefixes and Suffixes and Base 
Words, Oh My!

● Using different colours, make one set 
of prefix cards and one set of suffix 
cards for each student/group of 
students (ie. prefixes on red, suffixes 
on blue)

● Make another set of base word cards 
(white) that the class will share

● Student or groups record words 
found, and read outloud at end

● Can make this a game with points for 
# of words, set time to complete etc.





4. Break Apart a Word
(and arrive at an 
approximate pronunciation)

Wiley Blevins, Teaching Phonics & Word Study in the Intermediate Grades



Decoding Challenge



Decoding Challenge



Building Words
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● Explicit weekly 
instruction in Greek 
& Latin root words 
(“Root Word of the 
Week”)

● Daily analysis and 
conversation of 
words/morphemes/
word origins as they 
appear in text and 
discussions

Structural Analysis

Available for purchase from 
The Stellar Teacher Company 

on TpT



Free 
Resources



Free copy available HERE

Shout-out to this amazing, 
comprehensive, free resource 

https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/Literacy/20-21_advancedwordstudy_final.pdf


Word Connections

Toste, J. R., Capin, P., Williams, K. J., Kearns, D. M., & Vaughn, S. (2023). Word Connections: A 
Multisyllabic Word Reading Program (2nd ed.). figshare. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.c.6259368

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.c.6259368


Mini 
Matrix-Maker



● Huge collection of community-created 
resources FREE for use

● You can also create 5 activities from 
scratch before requiring a membership

Shout-out to 

wordwall.net/community

http://wordwall.net/community


Spin It! Word Builder wheelofnames.com

https://wheelofnames.com/4jj-mbv
https://wheelofnames.com/wcd-8yw
https://wheelofnames.com/ryr-zkp
http://wheelofnames.com


Questions? 

Marnee Somers
mlsomers@cbe.ab.ca

Andra Coulter
akcoulter@cbe.ab.ca


