WETLANDS AS A NATURAL FRONTIER


Abstract

The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance was signed in the Iranian city of Ramsar 50 years ago. The convention enshrines the obligation to protect these most valuable territories all over the world. The countries agreed to protect water areas included in the international list from negative impacts, and to use wetlands wisely. Today 60 countries participate in the convention, including Russia.
The Soviet Union joined the Ramsar Convention in 1977; Russia officially took over the responsibility for the preservation of the wetlands in the country in 1994; and 35 valuable natural sites was included in the Ramsar list.
The wetlands are the objects of the utmost importance playing their incomparable role among all other natural-territorial complexes in preserving the ecosystems of the planet. They are regulators of the water regime, as well as the habitat of waterfowl. During seasonal migrations, waterfowl can cross borders and therefore must be treated as an international resource in accordance with the Convention.
Some valuable plants grow in the wetlands (blueberries, cranberries, cloudberries)
Bog silt is widely used in medicine as healing mud.
Peat deposits are used as fuel; in agriculture as fertilizer; and as a raw material for industry.
Swamps are a source of discoveries for paleobiology and archeology: all remains are well preserved here for thousands of years. 
Iron ore is formed in the bogs, which once was the main source of iron.
The complex nature of wetlands makes them unique ecosystems. 
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