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The paper aims to present Countess Marie Gabriele Rottenhan (1747 – 1807) and her family and social life. Marie Gabriele was born as the oldest child of Prokop Vojtěch Czernin (1726 – 1777) and his first wife first wife Maria Antonia. Thus, she belonged to one of the most important Bohemian noble families. She married in 1766 noble man Joseph Wenzel von Trauttmansfdorf. Unfortunately, her husband died after three years. In 1773, she married Heinrich Franz Rottenhan from Bavarian noble family. Despite of his origin, he made quite a successful political career in the service of Austrian Emperor Leopold II. Therefore, he was obliged to be in Vienna, although his family and business activities were situated in Bohemia. Therefore, his wife wrote him letters during the long periods of separation. She usually wrote one letter every day. The rich collection of her correspondence is now deposited in State Regional Archives in Litoměřice. The correspondence documents her family life, social contacts and travels. Their analysis enables us to reconstruct her daily routine, personal relationships, religious belief, family and social life.
Heinrich Rottenhan had been attracting considerable interest of scholars thanks to his political activities. Nevertheless, the historians have not given yet their attention to Marie Gabriele Rottenhan. Her letters to her husband show us that she was social person who liked various social gatherings. She visited other noble families in their residences. Traditionally, she also visited spa town every year. Moreover, she was mother of two daughters. Therefore, she wrote about their illnesses, but later also about the betrothal of Count Buquoy to daughter Marie Gabrielle, the birth of the first grandson etc. 
Thus, the aim of the paper is twofold – firstly to present the unknown personality of the Countess Marie Gabriele, secondly to present the family and social life of a Bohemian noble family at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

