Othered by Proxy: The Jewishness of Eastern Europe in 18-19th Century Western Travelers’ Accounts

[bookmark: _GoBack]The proposed paper analyzes how Western travelers to the part of the subcontinent that today is called “Eastern Europe” contributed to designating the region as Europe’s internal other through ubiquitous remarks and commentaries on its perceived “Jewishness.”  In the Middle Ages, many Jewish people fleeing persecution in the West, found relative safety in Eastern Europe. Yet the trope of the Jewish people as Western Europe’s “theological enemy” (Anidjar, 2003) was not erased with the expulsion or conversion of the Jews. This can be evidenced in Western travel writing of the 18th and 19th centuries, when Westerners set out to explore the little-known European peripheries between Russian and Ottoman empires and “proper” Europe where they encountered “the Jew” anew. While in search for rhetoric to convey the otherness of Eastern Europe and to distinguish it from the West, these travelers reach for familiar rhetorical categories of “savages” or “Orientals.” Yet, the most consistent trope is racialization by proxy: the otherness of Eastern Europe is consistently conveyed by reports of the ubiquitous presence of the Jewish people and through the transference of their perceived backwardness, superstition, and darkness onto the region. Considering how this transference racialized Eastern Europe is particularly significant when seen in the light of the rise of nation state ideology in Eastern Europe, which often signaled the newly emerging counties’ desire to be seen as fully European, and to reject that which endangered this project, namely, the Jewish people. 
