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The Soviet Government and Diplomatic Role of National Scientific Societies in the 1920s
After the October Revolution the main goal of the Soviet Government’s foreign policy was to overcome its diplomatic isolation, to which various tools were employed. Great importance was given to science diplomacy avant la lettre, most especially by emphasizing the diplomatic role of scientific societies. Based on archival sources which had previously been unexamined, the study discusses the international activities of scientific societies during the 1920s, as well as the measures taken by the Soviet Government and its authorities to encourage the restoration and development of pre-revolutionary international links of Russian scientific societies as well as the creation of new ones. This paper also analyzes the main practices of Soviet scientific diplomacy, focusing on different forms of international collaboration, such as publishing exchanges, increasing the membership of foreign scientists in national societies, and foreign trips to participate in international scientific meetings and visit museums, archives and libraries. In this context, scientific societies actively tried to fulfill the geopolitical mission assigned to them by the Soviet state and worked to protect national interests at the international level in controversial subjects. However, in the early 1930s, under the influence of political changes in the USSR and the world, the country again found itself in diplomatic isolation, and international scientific contacts were suspended.

