Fast recovery of Norway spruce trees
after thinning from above

on a drained peatland forest site
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BACKGROUND

Continuous cover forestry (CCF) has been promoted as an environmentally sustainable option for drained boreal
peatlands. The CCF management has also been challenged due to potentially lower tree growth compared to traditional
even-aged management, especially with suppressed trees that are released during CCF selection harvest thinning.

OBJECTIVES TN

* To quantify the time lag of stem diameter growth response
of suppressed Norway spruce trees (Picea abies) after a CCF
selection harvest thinning.

65°N

» To test if the carbon (C) assimilation uptake of these trees
increased immediately after selection harvest thinning, due
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Figure 2. Photo of tree rings after laser ablation 6'3C analysis, which were Year

conducted at the Stable Isotope Laboratory of Luke (SILL). Figure 3 Mean ring-width difference compared to the 1991-2015
mean ring-width (before harvest).
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during the first years after harvest.
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