
Voting Now Open to Nominate 3M Young
Scientist Challenge Finalist for Improving
Lives Award

3M and Discovery Education to Recognize Student’s Scientific
Innovation with Strongest Potential to Make an Impact on the
World

NEWS RELEASE BY DISCOVERY EDUCATION

SILVER SPRING, Md. and ST. Paul, Minn., October 4, 2021 /3BL Media/ - 3M and

Discovery Education today announced public voting is now open for the Improving

Lives Award, a special recognition that will be awarded as part of the annual 2021 3M

Young Scientist Challenge (#YoungScientist). From now through October 15, 2021,

students, teachers, parents, and other members of the public can vote once per day

here, to choose the innovation from the 2021 3M Young Scientist Challenge that they

believe has the most potential to make a positive impact on the world.

“The 3M Young Scientist Challenge exemplifies the impact that the next generation of

scientists can have on solving some of the world’s most pressing challenges,” said Denise

Rutherford, senior vice president and chief corporate affairs officer at 3M. “Through the

Improving Lives Award, and aligned with 3M’s longstanding commitments to STEM equity

and STEM education, we continue to underscore the importance of getting young

people interested in and excited about science – encouraging them to find the spark that

could lead to making a lasting impact on society.”
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In June, the top ten finalists were named for the 2021 3M Young Scientist Challenge – now

in its fourteenth year as the nation’s premier science competition recognizing outstanding

innovations from young scientists in grades 5 - 8. Each finalist will receive $1,000 and the

opportunity to work virtually with a 3M scientist who will mentor them as they evolve

their invention from idea to prototype.

The winner of both the 2021 3M Young Scientist Challenge and the Improving Lives

Award will be revealed during an interactive virtual celebration on October 19, 2021. The

public is invited to watch the final event live; more details and registration are available

here.

The 2021 Improving Lives Award winner will receive a unique destination trip, and the

grand prize winner of the 2021 3M Young Scientist Challenge will receive $25,000, a

unique destination trip, and the prestigious title of America’s Top Young Scientist. In 2020,

the public vote identified Anika Chebrolu as the recipient of the Improving Lives Award

for using in-silico methodology for drug discovery to find a molecule that can

selectively bind to the Spike protein of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. The project also earned

her the title of America’s Top Young Scientist.

“The 3M Young Scientist Challenge showcases the power of young people to solve real-

world problems through STEM,” said Lori McFarling, president of Social Impact at

Discovery Education. “We’re excited to see this year’s finalists demonstrate their science

know-how and look forward to welcoming the public to witness the work of these

incredible students on October 19th.”

The award-winning 3M Young Scientist Challenge supplements the 3M and Discovery

Education program – Young Scientist Lab – which provides no-cost dynamic digital

resources for students, teachers, and families to explore, transform, and innovate the

world around them. All the resources are also available through the Young Scientist Lab

Channel and in the Social Impact Partnerships channel on Discovery Education’s

recently enhanced K-12 learning platform.

To learn more about the 3M Young Scientist Challenge and meet this year’s finalists, visit

youngscientistlab.com.

For more information about Discovery Education’s digital resources and professional

learning services, visit www.discoveryeducation.com, and stay connected with Discovery

Education on social media through Twitter and LinkedIn.

###

About 3MAt 3M, we apply science in collaborative ways to improve lives daily as our

employees connect with customers all around the world. Learn more about 3M's creative
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solutions to global challenges at www.3M.com or on Twitter @3M or @3MNews.

About Discovery EducationDiscovery Education is the worldwide edtech leader whose

state-of-the-art digital platform supports learning wherever it takes place. Through its

award-winning multimedia content, instructional supports, and innovative classroom

tools, Discovery Education helps educators deliver equitable learning experiences

engaging all students and supporting higher academic achievement on a global scale.

Discovery Education serves approximately 4.5 million educators and 45 million students

worldwide, and its resources are accessed in over 140 countries and territories. Inspired

by the global media company Discovery, Inc., Discovery Education partners with districts,

states, and trusted organizations to empower teachers with leading edtech solutions that

support the success of all learners. Explore the future of education at

www.discoveryeducation.com.

ContactsRobert Brittain | 3M | rbrittain@mmm.comGrace Maliska | Discovery Education

| gmaliska@discoveryed.com

View additional multimedia and more ESG storytelling from Discovery Education on

3blmedia.com
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