
Pocono Organics Becomes World’s First
Regenerative Organic Certified Hemp
Grower

Receives Coveted Regenerative Organic Certification

NEWS RELEASE BY POCONO ORGANICS

Pocono Organics, one of the largest regenerative organic farms in North America, has received

its Regenerative Organic Certification (ROC), becoming the first source grower of Regenerative

Organic Certified hemp in the world.

The Regenerative Organic Alliance (ROA) is the governing body for the Regenerative Organic

Certification standards and criteria and was created by three global pioneers in the organic and

regenerative organic industries – Patagonia, Rodale Institute, and Dr. Bronner’s. The ROA has

meticulously developed the revolutionary ROC designation for farms and products that meet the

highest standards in the world for soil health, animal welfare, and social fairness. This new label

goes beyond the existing USDA Certified Organic standards and does not include hydroponic

growing practices.

“This is an absolute game-changer for our farm as well as for companies and consumers

searching for ROC produce and hemp that they can trust,” said Ashley Walsh, founder and

president of Pocono Organics. “There is a vital link between the health of our soil, the health of the

crops we grow, and ultimately human health.”
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Walsh and her team have recently launched their USDA Certified Organic full-spectrum hemp

extract product line. Now with the new designation, these will become the first products in the

world made with ROC hemp. It ’s important to know how your hemp is grown and the true potency

of the products. Independent, third-party testing shows that there are no heavy metals or

pesticides and also reports accurate potency for Pocono Organics’ products. Pocono Organics’

CBD is the only line to carry the respected Rodale Institute logo on its products and packaging.

The two global leaders have conducted extensive research on the potential uses of industrial

hemp for the last three years.
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Pocono Organics’ wellness products are CBD-abundant and harness the power of full-

spectrum hemp extract to deliver a broader range of health-promoting cannabinoids that contain

well under .3% THC. New York Magazine recently named Pocono Organics’ bath bombs one of

the Best CBD Bath Products to buy. The product line - available online and carried in retail outlets,

spas, and numerous doctors’ offices across multiple states - is formulated in Pocono Organics’ in-

house lab to create artisanal, small-batch items including tinctures, creams, body oil, salve sticks,

lip balms, and bath bombs.

The Global Center for Research, Education, and Discovery, which opened to the public in June

of 2020, spans more than 380 acres atop the iconic Pocono Mountains and is a source grower of

regenerative organic certified produce and hemp for retailers, distributors, restaurants, and

consumers. Regenerative organic agricultural practices make soil health the priority and include

low-till methods and zero-use of synthetic chemicals, pesticides and GMOs. Pocono Organics’

farming approach, in partnership with Rodale Institute, produces some of the cleanest and most

nutrient-dense crops grown on earth – making them better for consumers – while also

strengthening and healing the soil in which they are grown – which is better for our planet. In fact,

Rodale Institute released a White Paper in September, 2020 illustrating the science that a global

switch to regenerative crop and pasture systems could drawdown more than 100 percent of annual

CO2 emissions.



“For more than 70 years, our partners at Rodale Institute have led the world in regenerative

organic science and research that shows how healthy soil grows more nutrient-dense food,” Walsh

continued. “Our vision, as a health and wellness organization, is to inspire people and heal the

earth. The United Nations has reported that we have less than 60 farming cycles left before our

soil is completely depleted of the nutrients needed to grow the food we need. So, we are not only

facing issues of human health, but of soil health that will further impact humanity and the food we

eat. The ROC designation is proof of our commitment to this mission, to our communities, and our

planet.”

The USDA’s 2020-2025 food guidelines also highlight the need for Americans to eat more

nutrient-dense foods to promote better health and fight the risk of chronic disease.

“I can attest to the power of using food as medicine and plant-based wellness products, like

hemp, from my own personal health journey. I was diagnosed with gastroparesis in my late ‘20s,

which is a paralyzed stomach. Essentially, I can’t digest food like normal people. So, when doctors

suggested cutting out parts of my stomach, inserting feeding tubes, and putting me on a regiment

of medications to make me well, I leaned into organic food as a source of nutrition that drastically

improved my health and changed my life. That is where the vision of Pocono Organics originated,

which makes our mission extremely personal for me.”

Pocono Organics is also an agritourism destination with a boutique 56-room hotel adjoining

the farm property. Guests can get their hands dirty on the farm and enjoy freshly picked

vegetables and fruits as well as prepared meals from its market and café. There are also regular in-

person and virtual experiential series ranging from cooking classes with Executive Chef and Food

Network Chopped Champion, Lindsay McClain to wellness and food education programs for

children.
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About Pocono Organics

 

Pocono Organics

Pocono Organics is a health and wellness organization with a mission to inspire people

and heal the earth. The Global Center for Research, Education, and Discovery is one of

the largest Regenerative Organic Certified (ROC) farms in North America and grow the

world's first and only ROC hemp. Located in Long Pond, Pennsylvania, Pocono Organics

has more than 380 acres of farm land and, at full build out, will have 120,000 square feet

of greenhouse. Pocono Organics has a strategic partnership with Rodale Institute, the

global leaders in Regenerative Organic Agriculture science and research and is one of

their largest research satellite facilities. Awarded the 2019 Environmental Innovator of the

Year by the Green Sports Alliance, sustainability is a hallmark of Pocono Organics. The

farm draws power from a 3MW, 25-acre solar farm and reclaims rain water from 70,000



square feet of roofs for irrigation. Pocono Organics also serves the local community

through its Clean Food, Dirty Hands school education program and veterans in transition

through a Veteran Farmer Training Program. In addition, the property includes an organic

farmer's market and cafe, and with a 56-room adjoining hotel, is an agritourism

destination, and host location for annual festivals. Please visit

www.PoconoOrganics.com to learn more about Pocono Organics' mission and work. 
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