
LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT GETS
‘STATE OF THE ART’ COVID PCR TESTING
LABORATORY

NEWS RELEASE BY TEST ASSURANCE GROUP (TAG), SALUTARIS PEOPLE, SOURCE BIOSCIENCE

AND LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT

 

TEST ASSURANCE GROUP (TAG) AND SALUTARIS PEOPLE

PARTNERS WITH SOURCE BIOSCIENCE

TO PROVIDE 3 HOUR RAPID PCR TESTING SERVICES FOR JOHN LENNON AIRPORT

AIRLINE PASSENGERS

ON SITE LAB WILL ERADICATE ‘UNCLEARS’ & ‘LOST TEST’ RESULTS

 

Leading British healthcare and testing company Salutaris People - which operates the rapid PCR testing services for airline

passengers at Liverpool John Lennon Airport, in partnership with Test Assurance Group Ltd (TAG(Official Covid-19 testing partner to

Liverpool John Lennon Airport)- has today unveiled a brand new COVID testing laboratory at Liverpool John Lennon Airport.

The state-of-the-art facility is in partnership with Source BioScience - a leading international provider of laboratory services to

clients in the pharmaceutical industry, healthcare, clinical, life science research and biopharma industries - and Salutaris People in

partnership with Test Assurance Group Ltd (TAG) are providing COVID and PCR testing at Liverpool John Lennon airport.

The new laboratory has been designed to perform 500 tests per day but can easily be increased in scale to facilitate 1000 tests and

beyond if required. Source BioScience are Accredited to ISO 15189: 2012 standards and is also a DHSC listed provider of COVID-

19 testing.

The service provided by TAG, Salutaris People,and Source BioScience enables airline passengers at Liverpool John Lennon Airport

and those flying from other UK airports with a Rapid Fit to Fly testing service with a turnaround time of 3 hours, alongside a

Standard 24 hour Fit to Fly testing service. Samples are also collected on site at Liverpool and processed at Source BioScience’s

main laboratory in Nottingham enabling Day 2, Day 8, Test to Release and a diagnostic PCR COVID testing service for customers.

Cliff Kirby Board Director of Test Assurance Group said:

"We are incredibly proud to be working in partnership with Liverpool John Lennon Airport to support their testing needs. As a

business located in the Liverpool City Region it is very important to TAG to ensure the service offered is best in class. Throughout

the course of 2021 we have put the passenger first whenever there has been a change in legislation or entry requirements for travel

has changed.

In line with this it is brilliant for all concerned that Source BioScience have dedicated a facility to support the vision laid out

between TAG and Liverpool John Lennon Airport. As we all start to accept and learn to live with COVID-19 we hope that our

approach will make a real difference to those passengers who choose to fly from Liverpool John Lennon Airport."

Ben Paglia MD of Akea Life, the clinical testing partner to Salutaris People said;
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“We are pleased to be working in partnership with Source BioScience to provide brand new state of the art facilities on site at

Liverpool John Lennon Airport and to offer our customers the best-in-class when it comes to rapid PCR testing services.

For airline passengers using Liverpool John Lennon airport, or any other UK airport for that matter, they can book a test with

confidence, knowing their COVID test will be administered by trained healthcare staff and then processed on site within our

laboratory, with results back in 3 hours or 24 hours depending on the service chosen. We offer a seamless and simple user journey

experience for the customer, making this part of the travel process as simple and painless as possible from a trusted healthcare

provider.

More importantly with our lab facilities on site this eradicates test results going missing in the postal system and the huge amount of

‘Unclear’ test results that have originated from self-administered test kits provided by major airlines and travel operators as part of

their testing regimes. This has caused a huge amount of disruption with passengers paying twice for testing kits and a huge amount

of disruption to air travel and holiday plans. ‘Unclears’ and ‘lost test results’ continue to pose a major issue to airline passengers.”

Salutaris People are committed to providing the best possible testing services to its customers from Liverpool John Lennon Airport

to make the testing experience seamless, simple and easy to use. It has made a substantial investment into the onsite laboratory

facilities at Liverpool John Lennon airport as European and International air travel strives to return to full flight schedules.

Commenting on the new facilities at Liverpool John Lennon airport, Commercial Director Lucy O’Shaughnessy, said;

“We are delighted to be the first airport in the UK to have such a unique facility and service. Liverpool John Lennon Airport can now

provide our valued airline passengers with a state-of-the-art COVID testing facility on site here at the airport as we start to resume

our flight schedules and have more passengers flying again. The airport continually strives to offer the best possible service for

our customers at all times. Working in partnership with Test Assurance Group (TAG) / Salutaris People and Source BioScience

enables us to offer a convenient and efficient PCR testing service operated by trusted healthcare providers.”

Liverpool John Lennon Airport is one of the few airports in the UK to have such a dedicated facility. It is operated by four

laboratory staff including a shift supervisor and has 8 PCR analysers on site, a Bio Molecular Systems liquid handler and a thermal

cycler to offer a rapid real-time qualitative PCR method for the detection of SARS-CoV-2.

Nick Bills Healthcare Director for Source BioScience said;

“Source BioScience have worked together with EMS Mobile Healthcare to design and build a state-of-the-art mobile COVID testing

laboratory for Salutaris People at Liverpool Airport. This laboratory will allow Salutaris People to offer the best-in-class testing

services to airline passengers flying from Liverpool John Lennon airport. Source BioScience is a leading international provider of

laboratory services to clients in the pharmaceutical industry, healthcare, clinical, life science research and biopharma industries and

our focus is on improving patient diagnosis, management and care.”

Both Test Assurance Group and Salutaris People are DHSC listed COVID-19 test providers . Salutaris People also offer a testing

suite at Wilmslow which is minutes from Manchester Airport. The TAG / Salutaris partnership nables them to offer their service to all

passengers flying from either Liverpool John Lennon Airport or Manchester Airport, as well as airline passengers who live in

Liverpool, North Wales, Manchester and Cheshire who may be flying from other UK airports to their holiday destinations.

For more information on Salutaris People and to book a test, visit: www.salutarispeople.com 

For more information on Test Assurance Group and book a test visit: www.testassurancegroup.com/bookatest

For more information on Salutaris airport testing, visit: www.salutarispeople.com/airport-testing/ 

For more information on Source BioScience please contact https://www.sourcebioscience.com     
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For further information on Salutaris People, Akea Life, Test Assurance Group and Source BioScience

Please contact Gerard Franklin - Head Of PR & Communications

M: 07791 039636 e: gerard@i5media.co.uk 

NOTES TO EDITORS

 

TEST ASSURANCE GROUP (TAG)

TAG was formed at the end of Q1 2020 to address the inevitable need to provide end to end testing solutions supporting the

national effort to help navigate a route through the COVid-19 pandemic. TAG take the view that the post pandemic World will be

quite different to that of early 2020. To that end TAG take a very different approach and make best use of process and technology

to build and deliver end to end testing solutions that deliver efficiencies to the market and enable an easier transition to a post

COVID-19 market.

The Core team at TAG bring with them over 200 years of business experience across all sectors from medical, legal, group

ownership, and technology. However, TAG are very much a business that believe in partnership and work closely with the team at

Liverpool John Lennon Airport and Salutaris People.

Outside of the partnership with Liverpool John Lennon Airport TAG are working with a range of community partners to bring

forward Covid-19 testing solutions to the market to support a much wider community footprint.

www.testassurancegroup.com

SALUTARIS PEOPLE

Salutaris People was formed in 2020 by healthcare entrepreneurs and disruptors Ross Tomkins CEO (Therapy Direct, Normedica)

and Ben Paglia CEO (Akea Life) who wanted to combine their innovative healthcare businesses to develop a trusted healthcare

brand. Its purpose was to fight the Coronavirus pandemic and become a trusted provider of Covid related medical services.

Ross Tompkins and Ben Paglia decided to combine their expertise from three well established medical businesses with 30 years of

healthcare experience to form the Salutaris subsidiary. The company provides a range of medical services including, PCR Covid 19

testing for businesses, private individuals and outbound airline passengers. It also supplies rapid antigen and rapid antibody testing

for UK businesses and remote telemedicine services for business and the general public.

Salutaris People is also one of the UK’s most trusted suppliers of high-grade PPE, pharmaceuticals and medical supplies to private

businesses, primary care trusts, the public sector and Governments. It draws upon on the extensive background and expertise in

medical services and healthcare derived from these companies

 www.salutarispeople.com 

AKEA LIFE – Clinical Testing Partner To Salutaris People

AKEA LIFE is a CQC registered 5-star private GP medical business, providing the UK’s first fully private concierge medical service

of private doctors, health care professionals and nurses. The practice also retains a Covid 19 Consultant Virologist to advise on all

Covid 19 related matters. Its clients have ranged from football clubs such as Liverpool Football club, Aston Villa, Wolverhampton

Wanderers, IAC Automotive, Lift Financial and Bentley Manchester. It has also provided private Covid 19 testing for several TV and

film companies including a number of Hollywood actors filming on location in the UK

 https://akealife.co.uk 

AKEA LIFE - Consultant Virologist - Dr Brendan Payne

mailto:gerard@i5media.co.uk
https://u.newsdirect.com/kvGdP9HrveexJZkcofMdS6wySkoKrPT1y8vL9YoTc0pLEosyiwtS8wtyUvWS83MZ8lLLizNKkxiMAAEAAP__CG32JRJixL7cghwyCwjERr8ssOmPMDBUkpPyZA
https://u.newsdirect.com/kvGdP9HrveexJZkcofMdS6wySkoKiq309ROzUxNzMtNS9ZLz9Uqz9RnyUsuLM0qTAAEAAP__RLfe5GU5ABtU8DqnsYYKeOh_9pNHK_KXz2tUmA


Dr Brendan Payne is an honorary consultant physician in infectious diseases at the Royal Victoria Infirmary - Newcastle Upon Tyne.

Dr Brendan Payne holds CCTs in both infectious diseases and virology and works jointly across both departments at the Newcastle

Hospitals.

He has particular interests in viral infections, especially in immunocompromised hosts, and is also the medical lead for the regional

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS) service. Dr Payne is an honorary clinical senior lecturer at Newcastle University, where he is a

Principal Investigator in the Wellcome Centre for Mitochondrial Research.

His main research interests are focussed on HIV and ageing. He is also involved in clinical and diagnostic research studies for the

Newcastle Hospitals. These include clinical trials in HIV, and more recently COVID-19. He is senior tutor for medical students

intercalating into the MRes programme.

Special interests

• Complex HIV (particularly neurological, metabolic complications, and anti-retroviral resistance)

• Infection in the non-HIV immunocompromised patient

• Viral infectious diseases

• Diagnostics of viral infections

• Chronic fatigue syndrome

• Clinical research

SOURCE BIOSCIENCE

Source BioScience is a leading international provider of laboratory services to clients in the pharmaceutical industry, healthcare,

clinical, life science research and biopharma industries and our focus is on improving patient diagnosis, management and care.

Source BioScience are Accredited to ISO 15189: 2012 standards and also one a DHSC listed provider of COVID-19 testing.

Professor William L. Irving, Professor and Honorary Consultant in Virology is part of the Source BioScience Scientific Advisory

Board, see full profile here

 https://www.sourcebioscience.com/scientific-advisory-board/professor-william-l-irving/ 

Proud winners of the Medilink Midlands Business Awards 2021 ‘Delivery Innovation In To Health and Care’

Source BioScience services include:

Healthcare Diagnostics – histopathology and clinical diagnostic services for the NHS and private healthcare providers across the

UK and Ireland.

Genomics – Sanger and Next Generation sequencing services for pharmaceutical and biotech industries, academia, CRO and other

research groups in the UK, Europe and the US

Stability Storage – controlled environmental storage and shelf life testing services and stability storage equipment for

pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry, contract manufacturers and analytical testing companies in the UK, Europe and the US

Infectious Disease Testing – since May 2020, COVID-19 Antigen RT-PCR testing services to the NHS, private healthcare providers

and private industry.

More details can be found here:

 www.sourcebioscience.com 
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Liverpool John Lennon Airport Gets ‘State of the Art’ Covid PCR Testing Laboratory



 

MEDIA NOTICE

Ben Paglia MD Akea Life & Cliff Kirby Test Assurance Group are available for media interviews

B Roll footage shot at Liverpool John Lennon Airport

Interviews and footage of the laboratory

Source BioScience laboratory images interior /exterior and company logos

Are all available to download here from WE TRANSFER

 https://we.tl/t-8gYR96awZA

 

Contact Details

 

Gerard Franklin

 

+44 7791 039636

 

gerard@i5media.co.uk

 

Company Website

 

https://testassurancegroup.com/
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‘STATE OF THE ART’ COVID PCR TESTING LAB

TEST ASSURANCE GROUP (TAG) AND SALUTARIS PEOPLE SOURCE BIOSCIENCE

3 HOUR RAPID PCR TESTING


