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In The US, the Typical New Host Earned $3,900 to Help Pay
for Important Bills and Stay Afloat During Uncertain Financial
Times
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The COVID-19 pandemic has sent travelers looking for safe, comfortable settings in which to 

connect with family and friends, creating economic opportunity for others to earn needed extra 

income by listing their homes on Airbnb. New hosts with only one listing who have welcomed their 

first guests since the start of the pandemic have already earned more than $1 billion. Recently, 

Christopher Nulty, Head of Global Public Affairs at Airbnb, discussed this trend and what it means 

for the future of travel. 

A video accompanying this announcement is available at:  https://youtu.be/kjxmBO8MLKc
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Families and workers around the world have struggled financially because of the economic 

hardship caused by the pandemic, and in the US, one in four adults have had a hard time paying 

bills and one third have tapped their savings or retirement funds. For many, sharing their homes on 

Airbnb has provided a critical and urgent COVID social safety net to help stay economically afloat

in these unprecedented times. In the US, the typical new Airbnb host with only one listing earned 

$3,900 since March 2020.

This is income being used to pay important bills with half of all hosts worldwide using their Airbnb 

earnings to stay in their homes. During the pandemic, three in 10 US hosts (29 percent ) have used 

their hosting income to pay their rent or mortgage—including half (49 percent ) of hosts aged 25-

34. One quarter of hosts (26 percent ) have used the income to pay down debts, and 10 percent 

have used it to pay for healthcare.

For more information, visit Airbnb.com

About Christopher Nulty :

Christopher Nulty is Airbnb's Head of Global Public Affairs. Prior to joining Airbnb in 2015, 

Christopher led public relations for Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer. Christopher started his career in 

Washington, D.C., where he worked on Immigration and Healthcare Policy at the 2.2 million 

member Service Employees International Union (SEIU). A proud native of upstate New York, 

Christopher is a graduate of Colgate University where he currently serves as a director on the 

Alumni Council Board of Directors.
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