Support Report Language to Prioritize
Suicide Prevention Infrastructure for FY27

Facts Without DOT Action, High-Risk
Infrastructure Will Remain

In the U.S.in 2024, 1,246 people died
soo peop Unaddressed

"' b}/ suicide aﬁter falling from bridges and

high places. Suicide by jumping from transportation-
related structures is a public health
and safety issue, with strong evidence
demonstrating that physical deterrents
save lives without unintended

consequences.

Conditions like depression, anxiety, and

@ substance use problems, especially when
unaddressed, increase risk for suicide.
That risk is greater when lethal means
are readily accessible.?’

Reducing access to lethal means, such as tall
a bridges, is a proven, research-supported
component of suicide prevention.’

Specifically, the report language would:

« Encourage the Secretary of Transportation to
support and prioritize the installation of suicide-
deterrent infrastructure, such as barriers, nets, and
safety fencing, on bridges, rail corridors, and other
transportation-related facilities with documented
suicide risk, through existing safety and capital
programs

Architectural barriers are an effective and
# relatively low-cost way to save lives.

from suicidal thoughts and their loved ones
time, allowing for the intense suicidal risk - Promote the sharing of best practices among the
to diminish and for someone to intervene Department of Transportation (DOT) and its modal
with mental health support and resources.” administrations on evidence-based suicide-deterrent

i Barriers give individuals who are suffering

interventions
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afsp.org/advocacy

Direct the Secretary to submit a report to Congress
within 180 days of enactment detailing actions taken,
including identification of high-risk facilities,
available funding mechanisms, evaluation efforts,

and dissemination of best practices

Installing barriers is an
evidence-based, cost-effective
intervention that creates time for
help to arrive and saves lives.
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