
 

 

Jesus and the Woman 
John 7:53-8:11 and the Opening Statement of Dr. Christine Blasey Ford  

 
 The pericope found in John 7:53-8:11 is problematic. This account is missing entirely in 
many of the earliest manuscripts of John. In other ancient witnesses, the tale is found in a 
different locations in John even in Luke. These observations lead most scholars to think that this 
story is a unit of tradition about Jesus that circulated independently of the current Johannine 
context and was later added to this spot. It is an authentic piece of the Jesus tradition, but it has 
been torn apart from its context.  
 Not only is this story problematic in its manuscripts, but it is also problematic in its usual 
interpretations. The popular interpretation of this story has been to see the woman as the 
embodiment of sin and Jesus as the figure of grace. But the absence of context means that the 
numerous unanswerable questions should warn against such claims of culpability. When did this 
happen? At what point in Jesus’ ministry? Where in the temple did it occur? Who is this girl? 
How old is she? Is she married or single? What was the nature of the alleged adultery? Who are 
those who are accusing her? Did they catch her or did someone else? What did Jesus write on the 
ground? Why does the writing feature so prominently in this story? Is the accusation true? Who 
was the man with whom she is accused of committing adultery? Where is he, and why is he not 
also being accused? Did she consent? Was she old enough to be capable of consent? What is her 
side of the story? Why is she not given a chance to speak? What is her name? 
 From the information in this story, we must admit that we do not know what happened. 
The text does not tell us who is to blame, whose fault this may be, or if the woman is guilty as 
charged. However, there is much we can see in this text about the woman and Jesus’ response. 
 
The woman is most likely very young. While scholars have debated the exact age of the girl, 
some have argued she may be as young as twelve. It is likely that she was a teenager.  
 

“In my freshman and sophomore school years, when I was 14 and 15 years old.” 
 
The woman is brought into the temple against her will. 
 

“When I got to the top of the stairs, I was pushed from behind into a bedroom. I couldn’t 
see who pushed me. Brett and Mark came into the bedroom and locked the door behind 
them. There was music already playing in the bedroom. It was turned up louder by either 
Brett or Mark once we were in the room. I was pushed onto the bed and Brett got on top 
of me.” 

 
The woman may not have given consent. Both Jesus in the story and the reader of the story do not 
know the details of the charges against the woman. If she was a teenager, then it is possible that 
she was unable to give consent.  
 

“He began running his hands over my body and grinding his hips into me. I yelled, 
hoping someone downstairs might hear me, and tried to get away from him, but his 
weight was heavy. Brett groped me and tried to take off my clothes. He had a hard time 
because he was so drunk, and because I was wearing a one-piece bathing suit under my 
clothes. I believed he was going to rape me.” 



 

 

 
The woman is terrified. She must be. These men want to kill her. 
 

“I am here today not because I want to be. I am terrified. I am here because I believe it is 
my civic duty to tell you what happened to me while Brett Kavanaugh and I were in high 
school.” 

 
The woman is not allowed to speak. The men do not ask her any questions or allow her to voice 
her experience. Only Jesus at the end of the story listens to her. 
 

“I believed he was going to rape me. I tried to yell for help. When I did, Brett put his 
hand over my mouth to stop me from screaming. This was what terrified me the most, 
and has had the most lasting impact on my life.” 

 
The woman believes she may be about to die. These men have proclaimed that she is guilty, and 
they are taking steps to end her life.  
 
 “It was hard for me to breathe, and I thought that Brett was accidentally going to kill 

me.” 
 
The woman is subjected to public, personal attack. She is brought to the capital of the country, 
Jerusalem, to the center of the city, the temple, and condemned in front of all. 
 

“At the same time, my greatest fears have been realized – and the reality has been far 
worse than what I expected. My family and I have been the target of constant harassment 
and death threats. I have been called the most vile and hateful names imaginable.” 
 

Jesus does not know all the details of her experience. Jesus does not ask about all the sordid 
details. Those are not his primary concern. Jesus wants to affirm her humanity against those who 
would rob her of it. 

 
“I truly wish I could provide detailed answers to all of the questions that have been and 
will be asked about how I got to the party, where it took place, and so forth. I don’t have 
all the answers, and I don’t remember as much as I would like to. But the details about 
that night that bring me here today are ones I will never forget.” 

 
Jesus does not ask her to recount her experience. He does not ask her questions about what 
happened.  
 

“Apart from the assault itself, these last couple of weeks have been the hardest of my 
life. I have had to relive my trauma in front of the entire world, and have seen my life 
picked apart by people on television, in the media, and in this body who have never met 
me or spoken with me.” 

 
Jesus believes her. When she finally speaks, she says, “No, no one,” and Jesus agrees. 
 



 

 

“Since September 16, the date of The Washington Post story, I have experienced an 
outpouring of support from people in every state of this country. Thousands of people 
who have had their lives dramatically altered by sexual violence have reached out to 
share their own experiences with me and have thanked me for coming forward. We have 
received tremendous support from friends and our community.” 

 
Jesus does not condemn her. 
 
Jesus is with her. 
 
Jesus is with her. 
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