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Carols of Many Nations
Opening Sentences

Dean John Huh [3:30] | President Craig Barnes [6:30] | Dean Jacq Lapsley [8:30]

O Come, All Ye Faithful  England

 All sing:
  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
  Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

	 	 Sing,	choirs	of	angels,	sing	in	exultation!
	 	 Sing,	all	ye	citizens	of	heaven	above!
  Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
 
  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning,
	 	 Jesus,	to	Thee	be	all	glory	given;	
	 	 Word	of	the	Father,	now	in	flesh	appearing!
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Prayer

Dean John Huh [3:30] | President Craig Barnes [6:30] | Dean Jacq Lapsley [8:30]

I. The Annunciation
    
Luke 1:26-33
In	the	sixth	month	the	angel	Gabriel	was	sent	by	God	to	a	town	in	Galilee	called	Nazareth,	
to	a	virgin	engaged	to	a	man	whose	name	was	Joseph,	of	the	house	of	David.	The	virgin’s	
name	was	Mary.	And	he	came	to	her	and	said,	“Greetings,	favored	one!	The	Lord	is	with	
you.”	But	she	was	much	perplexed	by	his	words	and	pondered	what	sort	of	greeting	this	
might	be.	The	angel	said	to	her,	“Do	not	be	afraid,	Mary,	for	you	have	found	favor	with	
God.	And	now,	you	will	conceive	in	your	womb	and	bear	a	son,	and	you	will	name	him	
Jesus.	He	will	be	great	and	will	be	called	the	Son	of	the	Most	High,	and	the	Lord	God	
will	give	to	him	the	throne	of	his	ancestor	David.	He	will	reign	over	the	house	of	Jacob	
forever,	and	of	his	kingdom	there	will	be	no	end.”

Izabela	Lacheta,	Polish	[3:30]	|	Guilherme	Brasil	de	Souza,	Portuguese [6:30]
Levi	Samba,	French [8:30]

Carols of Many Nations 
highlights the many lands and 
languages	which	are	woven	into	
our	 Seminary	 community.	 And	
as we hear lessons and carols 
from	 nations	 near	 and	 far,	 we	
are	 invited	 to	 see	 Christmas	
through the lens of another 
culture.		Something	as	mundane	
as the air temperature or the 
length	of	daylight	makes	a	world	
of	difference	in	how	one	sings	of	
Christmas.		And	what	if	one	sings	
in a land of peace, or a land of 
war and danger? Does the song 
come	from	a	time	of	prosperity?		
Or does it arise from a season of 
poverty?	We	 invite	you	 to	open	
your hearts to the composers 
and singers of these songs, and 
to Emmanuel, the God who 
comes to dwell with all people 
on	this	earth.

Christmas Day in 
Princeton, New Jersey:

                    
       7:20	a.m.												4:38	p.m.			

Average	High:	42	°F
Average	Low:	27	°F

 

cover:
The Great Arrival
by	Bette	Dickinson

from Making Room in Advent © 2022 
by	 Bette	 Dickinson	 and	 InterVarsity	
Christian	 Fellowship	 /	 USA.	 Used	 by	
permission	of	InterVarsity	Press,	P.O.	Box	
1400,	 Downers	 Grove,	 IL	 60515,	 USA.	

www.ivpress.com.
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The	 earliest	 stanzas	 of	 this	
German	 carol	 date	 back	 to	 the	
15th	 century.	 The	 hymn	 was	
adopted by Protestants who 
added	stanzas	with	Christological	
emphases.	 The	 Lutheran	
composer Michael Praetorius 
(1571-1621)	composed	the	well-
known	 harmonization	 which	
we	 will	 hear	 on	 stanza	 one.	
Four	hundred	years	 later	British	
composer, Donald Cashmore 
(1926-2013),	 composed	 the	
choral	 setting	 we	 will	 hear	 for	
stanza	2.
 

Christmas Day in 
Cologne, Germany:

                    
       8:34	a.m.												4:30	p.m.			

Average	High:	42	°F
Average	Low:	34	°F

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen Germany
Sung in German

  Lo, how a rose e’er blooming,
  from tender stem hath sprung.
  Of Jesse’s lineage coming,
  as those of old have sung;
  it came, a floweret bright,
  amid the cold of winter,
  when half spent was the night.

  Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,
  the Rose I have in mind,
  with Mary we behold it,
  the virgin mother kind;
  to show God’s love aright,
  she bore to us a Savior,
  when half spent was the night.

Canticle of the Turning   Ireland	/	United	States
 
 Choir:
  My soul cries out with a joyful shout
  that the God of my heart is great,
  and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
  that you bring to the ones who wait.
  You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,
  and my weakness you did not spurn,
  so from east to west shall my name be blest.
  Could the world be about to turn?
  My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
  Let the fires of your justice burn.
  Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
  and the world is about to turn.

 Congregation	joins	in	singing:
  Though I am small, my God, my all,
	 	 you	work	great	things	in	me,
  and your mercy will last from the depths of the past
	 	 to	the	end	of	the	age	to	be.
	 	 Your	very	name	puts	the	proud	to	shame,
  and to those who would for you yearn,
	 	 you	will	show	your	might,	put	the	strong	to	flight,
	 	 for	the	world	is	about	to	turn.					
	 	 My	heart	shall	sing	of	the	day	you	bring.
	 	 Let	the	fires	of	your	justice	burn.
  Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
	 	 and	the	world	is	about	to	turn.																																																																							    (continues)
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Though the tune and lyrics 
implicate Ireland and the 
United	 States	 respectively,	
instrumentation	 can	 add	 more	
cultural layers such as in this 
evening’s	 use	 of	 the	 congas	
(African-Cuban)	 and	 the	 cajón	
(African-Peruvian).	 And	 to	 this	
we add the clapping of hands, 
the most egalitarian of all rhythm 
instruments! In this way the 
song of Mary is interpreted with 
weight and muscle and joy—a 
song	of	hope	for	all	nations.

Christmas Day in 
Dublin, Ireland:

                    
       8:40	a.m.												4:11	p.m.			

Average	High:	46	°F
Average	Low:	35	°F

  From the halls of power to the fortress tower,
	 	 not	a	stone	will	be	left	on	stone.
	 	 Let	the	king	beware	for	your	justice	tears
	 	 every	tyrant	from	his	throne.
  The hungry poor shall weep no more,
	 	 for	the	food	they	can	never	earn;
	 	 there	are	tables	spread;	every	mouth	be	fed,
	 	 for	the	world	is	about	to	turn.					
  My	heart	shall	sing	of	the	day	you	bring.
	 	 Let	the	fires	of	your	justice	burn.
  Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
	 	 and	the	world	is	about	to	turn.

 Percussion	interlude.	All	are	invited	to	clap	assigned	patterns.

	 	 Though	the	nations	rage	from	age	to	age,
  we remember who holds us fast:
	 	 God’s	mercy	must	deliver	us
	 	 from	the	conqueror’s	crushing	grasp.
	 	 This	saving	word	that	our	forebears	heard
  is the promise which holds us bound,
	 	 till	the	spear	and	rod	can	be	crushed	by	God,
	 	 who	is	turning	the	world	around.
	 	 My	heart	shall	sing	of	the	day	you	bring.
	 	 Let	the	fires	of	your	justice	burn.
  Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
	 	 and	the	world	is	about	to	turn.
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Though	 likely	 much	 older,	 this	
Austrian	 folk	 melody	 did	 not	
appear	in	print	until	1865.	There	
are	many	variants	of	the	German	
lyrics.	 The	 English	 translation	
by	 John	 Rutter	 condenses	 the	
original	 five	 strophes	 into	 the	
three	we	will	hear	this	evening.	

Christmas Day in 
Salzburg, Austria:

                    
      	7:56	a.m.												4:20	p.m.			

Average	High:	36	°F
Average	Low:	27	°F

II. Mother and Child

Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered.	 This	was	 the	 first	 registration	 and	was	 taken	while	Quirinius	was	 governor	
of	Syria.	All	went	to	their	own	towns	to	be	registered.	Joseph	also	went	from	the	town	
of	Nazareth	 in	Galilee	to	Judea,	to	the	city	of	David	called	Bethlehem,	because	he	was	
descended	from	the	house	and	family	of	David.	He	went	to	be	registered	with	Mary,	to	
whom	he	was	engaged	and	who	was	expecting	a	child.	While	they	were	there,	the	time	
came	for	her	to	deliver	her	child.	And	she	gave	birth	to	her	firstborn	son	and	wrapped	him	
in	bands	of	cloth,	and	laid	him	in	a	manger,	because	there	was	no	place	for	them	in	the	inn.

Luca Colacino, Italian	[3:30]	|	Maiia	Avelino,	Ukrainian [6:30]
Noa Bolmenäs, Swedish [8:30]

Still, Still, Still  Austria

  Still, still, still the night is calm and still.
  The Christ-child in his crib lies sleeping,
  angels round him watch are keeping
  still, still, still the night is calm and still.

  Sleep, sleep, sleep sweet Jesus softly sleep.
  While Mary sings and gently holds you,
  safely in her arms enfolds you
  sleep, sleep, sleep sweet Jesus softly sleep.

  Joy, joy, joy: glad tidings of great joy!
  For through God’s holy incarnation
  Christ is born for our salvation.
  Joy, joy, joy: glad tidings of great joy!
 

III. Angels

Luke 2:8-14
In	 that	 region	there	were	shepherds	 living	 in	 the	fields,	keeping	watch	over	 their	flock	
by	night.	Then	an	angel	of	the	Lord	stood	before	them,	and	the	glory	of	the	Lord	shone	
around	them,	and	they	were	terrified.	But	the	angel	said	to	them,	“Do	not	be	afraid;	for	
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the	city	of	David	a	Savior,	who	is	the	Messiah,	the	Lord.	This	will	be	a	sign	for	you:	you	will	
find	a	child	wrapped	in	bands	of	cloth	and	lying	in	a	manger.”	And	suddenly	there	was	with	
the	angel	a	multitude	of	the	heavenly	host,	praising	God	and	saying,
	 “Glory	to	God	in	the	highest	heaven,
					 	 and	on	earth	peace	among	those	whom	he	favors!”	

Cristhian Orellana, Spanish	[3:30]	|	Felipe	Paz,	Spanish [6:30]
Amanda	Calderón,	Spanish [8:30]
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It was common for European 
carols to be macoronic, or 
mixed-language,	 very	 often	 a	
vernacular	 language	 combined	
with	Latin.	When	translating	this	
French carol into English in 1860, 
James	Chadwick	maintained	the	
original	Latin	of	the	refrain.

Christmas Day in 
Paris, France:

                             
       8:43	a.m.											4:58	p.m.

Average	High:	43	°F
Average	Low:	35	°F

Throughout ancient scriptures 
we	find	that	“the	heavens”	has	a	
voice,	and	it	sings!	“El cielo canta 
alegría” was composed by Pablo 
Sosa	(1933-2020)	in	1958	in	the	
style	 of	 an	 Argentinian	 gaucho	
(or	 cowboy)	 song.	 	 The	 refrain	
is built on melodic formulas 
the	 cattle	 herders	 use	 to	 volley	
instructions	across	the	fields.

Christmas Day in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina:

                             
        5:40	a.m.											8:08	p.m.

Average	High:	80	°F
Average	Low:	68	°F

Angels We Have Heard on High  France 

 All sing:
 	 Angels	we	have	heard	on	high,
	 	 sweetly	singing	o’er	the	plains,
  and the mountains in reply
	 	 echoing	their	joyous	strains.
	 	 Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo.
	 	 Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo.

  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
  Why your joyous strains prolong?
	 	 What	the	gladsome	tidings	be
	 	 which	inspire	your	heavenly	song?
	 	 Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo.
	 	 Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo.

  Come to Bethlehem and see
	 	 him	whose	birth	the	angels	sing;
	 	 come,	adore	on	bended	knee,
	 	 Christ,	the	Lord,	the	newborn	King.
	 	 Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo.
	 	 Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo.

¡El cielo canta alegría!    Argentina
      Sung in Spanish 
  Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia,
  for in your life and in mine is shining the glory of God.
  Alleluia.

  Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia,
  for your life and mine unite in the love of our God.
  Alleluia.

  Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia,
  for your life and mine will always bear witness to God.
  Alleluia.

IV. Go to Bethlehem

Luke 2:15-16
When	the	angels	had	left	them	and	gone	into	heaven,	the	shepherds	said	to	one	another,	
“Let	us	go	now	to	Bethlehem	and	see	this	thing	that	has	taken	place,	which	the	Lord	has	
made	known	to	us.”	So	they	went	with	haste	and	found	Mary	and	Joseph	and	the	child	
lying	in	the	manger.

Anita Kuyet Abu, Oegworok [3:30] | Zainab Kajang, Hausa  [6:30]
Ernest	Osuchukwu,	Igbo [8:30]
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In contrast to many carols of 
northern European origin which 
depict	 a	 nativity	 scene	 in	 the	
cold of winter, this carol suggests 
a	balmy,	summery	environment.	
Waldemar Simamora is from 
North	 Sumatra	 in	 Indonesia.	He	
composed both the melody and 
the	 lyrics.	 He	 uses	 a	 five-note	
scale	that	is	popular	in	the	Batak	
region of northern Sumatra, and 
also	 common	 in	 folk	 cultures	
across	the	globe.

Christmas Day in 
Pematangsiantar, Indonesia:

                             
        6:25	a.m.											6:22	p.m.

Average	High:	85	°F
Average	Low:	71	°F

In	 the	 1950s,	 a	 young	 Nigerian	
traditional	drummer	by	the	name	
of	 Babatunde	 Olatunji	 received	
a Rotary Scholarship to study in 
the	United	States.	He	enrolled	at	
Morehouse College in Atlanta, 
Georgia where he collaborated 
with	 the	 Glee	 Club	 director,	 Dr.	
Wendell	 P.	Whalum,	 to	 arrange	
this	 traditional	 Yoruba	 (Nigeria)	
Christmas	 song,	 “Betelehemu.”	
Ever	since	it	has	been	a	staple	of	
Morehouse	 College	 Glee	 Club’s	
repertoire.	 It	 is	 conducted	 this	
evening	 by	 Morehouse	 College	
alumnus,	Otis	Byrd	Jr.

Christmas Day in 
Ibadan, Nigeria:

                         
       6:53	a.m.											6:35	p.m.		

Average	High:	88	°F
Average	Low:	75	°F

Di padang Efrata para gembala  Indonesia  
 Maddie Lannon, soloist   Sung in Indonesian and English

  In fields of Ephrathah the shepherds kept watch,
  their flocks lay close by, peaceful and warm.
  The angel of the Lord came down from on high,
  to bring the news that God’s Messiah was born
  in lowly manger lined with straw,
  in royal David’s Bethlehem. 

Betelehemu    Nigeria  
	 Otis	Byrd	Jr.,	student	conductor	 	 Sung in Yoruba
 
  We are glad that we have a God to trust and rely upon.
  Where is Jesus to be born?

  In Bethlehem, the city of wonder!
  All praise to you, most merciful Father.

V. Born Among the Poor

Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he existed in the form of God,
    did not regard equality with God
    as something to be grasped,
but	emptied	himself,
				taking	the	form	of	a	slave,
				assuming	human	likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
    he humbled himself
    and became obedient to the point of death—
				even	death	on	a	cross.
Therefore	God	exalted	him	even	more	highly
				and	gave	him	the	name
				that	is	above	every	other	name,
so	that	at	the	name	given	to	Jesus
				every	knee	should	bend,
				in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth,
and	every	tongue	should	confess
    that Jesus Christ is Lord,
				to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.

SueAnn Shiah, Mandarin Chinese [3:30] | Ken Miyagi, Japanese [6:30]
Veronica	Toyomi	Ota,	Japanese [8:30]
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The New Zealand poet, Shirley 
Erena	Murray,	recalls	the	writing	
of	 this	 carol:	 “I	 was	 struggling	
with the unreality of singing an 
incarnational	 Christmas	without	
its shadow side, and the endless 
greed	of	consumer	societies	set	
against the much more needy 
ones.”	 Taiwanese	 composer	
and	 ethnomusicologist,	 I-to	
Loh, created a tune based on a 
unique	 and	mystical	 Indonesian	
five-note	scale.	He	composed	an	
accompaniment that is inspired 
by	gamelan	music	in	which	kettle	
gongs double and decorate the 
melody	line.

Christmas Day in 
Christ Church, New Zealand:

                             
       5:46	a.m.											8:33	p.m.

Average	High:	75	°F
Average	Low:	55	°F

Christmas Day in 
Tainan, Taiwan:

                             
       6:37	a.m.											5:21	p.m.

Average	High:	74	°F
Average	Low:	63	°F

Sylvia	Dunstan	was	a	pastor	in	the	
United	Church	of	Canada,	serving	
as	a	prison	chaplain.		She	penned	
the	words	of	her	poem	“Christus 
Paradox” on a commuter bus 
after	 what	 she	 described	 as	 “a	
particularly	bad	day	at	 the	 jail.”	
The	 title	 she	 gave	 to	 her	 poem	
points to the paradoxes of Christ, 
the	 ‘Word	 made	 flesh.’	 	 Alfred	
Fedak’s	 setting	 of	 this	 modern	
text to a 17th-century	 French	
melody	creates	musical	paradox.	
Note the long melisma on the 
recurring	word	“instant.”		

Christmas Day in 
Ottawa, Canada:

                             
       7:41	a.m.											4:25	p.m.

Average	High:	25	°F
Average	Low:	10	°F

Hunger Carol  New	Zealand	/	Taiwan	

Christus Paradox  France	/	Canada

  You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave.
  You, peace-maker and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave.
  You, the everlasting instant; you, whom we both scorn and crave.

  Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross,
  shining in eternal glory, beggared by a soldier’s toss,
  you, the everlasting instant; you who are both gift and cost.

  You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side.
  You, who preach a way that’s narrow, have a love that reaches wide.
  You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our pilgrim guide.

  Worthy is our earthly Jesus! Worthy is our cosmic Christ!
  Worthy your defeat and victory; worthy still your peace and strife.
  You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our death and life.
  Alleluia.
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The	 gospel	 narrative	 makes	 no	
reference	 to	 ‘three	 kings,’	 but	
rather to magi, or wise men 
from	 the	 East.	 By	 the	 second	
century,	 some	 Christians	 began	
to	 refer	 to	 these	 visitors	 as	
‘kings,’	 and	 by	 the	Middle	 Ages	
mystery plays cast them as three 
characters: Gaspard, Melchior, 
and	 Balthazar.	 The	 tradition	
of	 the	 three	 kings	 persists	 to	
our day and is underscored by 
this	 carol.	 Originally	 composed	
for a Christmas pageant, the 
text	 focuses	 on	 the	 gifts	 as	
manifestations	 of	 Christ’s	 rule,	
divinity,	and	ultimate	sacrifice.

Christmas Day in 
London, England:

                             
       8:07	a.m.											3:55	p.m.

Average	High:	41	°F
Average	Low:	32	°F

VI. The Magi and the Star

Matthew 2:1, 9-12
In	the	time	of	King	Herod,	after	Jesus	was	born	in	Bethlehem	of	Judea,	magi	from	the	
east	came	to	Jerusalem.
When	they	had	heard	the	king,	they	set	out,	and	there,	ahead	of	them,	went	the	star	
that	they	had	seen	in	the	east,	until	it	stopped	over	the	place	where	the	child	was.	When	
they	saw	that	the	star	had	stopped,	they	were	overwhelmed	with	joy.	On	entering	the	
house,	 they	 saw	 the	child	with	Mary	his	mother,	and	 they	knelt	down	and	paid	him	
homage.	Then,	opening	their	treasure	chests,	they	offered	him	gifts	of	gold,	frankincense,	
and	myrrh.	And	having	been	warned	in	a	dream	not	to	return	to	Herod,	they	left	for	their	
own	country	by	another	road.

Annah	Kuriakose,	Malayalam [3:30] | Zonunsanga, Mizo [6:30]
Ting Ying, Kachin [8:30]

We Three Kings  England

 All sing:
  We	three	kings	of	Orient	are;
	 	 bearing	gifts	we	traverse	afar,
	 	 field	and	fountain,	moor	and	mountain,
	 	 following	yonder	star.
  O star of wonder, star of night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
	 	 westward	leading,	still	proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light!

 Choir:
  Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,
  gold I bring to crown him again,
  King forever, ceasing never
  over us all to reign. 

  Frankincense to offer have I;
  incense owns a deity nigh;
  prayer and praising gladly raising,
  worshiping God Most High.

  Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
  breathes a life of gathering gloom;
  sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
  sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
 
 All sing:
  O star of wonder, star of night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
	 	 westward	leading,	still	proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light!                                                                             (continues)
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Having	 decimated	 the	
indigenous	 population	 of	 Cuba,	
the	 Spanish	 colonizers	 turned	
to	 the	 Wajiro	 (or	 Guajira)	
region between Colombia and 
Venezuela	for	enslaved	laborers.	
These	 “guajiros”	 worked	 the	
land,	 particularly	 in	 fields	 of	
tobacco	 and	 sugar	 cane.	 Given	
this historical context, the lyrics 
of		Crescencio	González	Puentes	
introduce	ironic	reversals	as	well	
as	humor.	There	is	also	a	play	on	
words	 as	 a	 “punto	 guajiros”	 or	
“punto	cubano”	is	a	musical	term	
for	a	traditional	Cuban	ensemble	
comprised	 of	 singers,	 plucked	
guitar,	 and	 percussion.	 Singers	
form	themselves	into	teams	and	
improvise	 lines	 to	a	set	melody.	
The refrain and instrumental 
interlude	 provide	 time	 for	 the	
next singer to prepare more 
improvised	lyrics.

Christmas Day in 
Havana, Cuba:

                             
       7:08	a.m.											5:51	p.m.

Average	High:	78	°F
Average	Low:	66	°F

  Glorious now behold him arise,
	 	 King	and	God	and	Sacrifice:
  Alleluia! Alleluia!
	 	 sounds	through	the	earth	and	skies.
  O star of wonder, star of night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
	 	 westward	leading,	still	proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light!

Tres Guajiros  Cuba
	 Jessica	Figueroa,	Henry	Burt,	and	Lissette	González	Sosa,	soloists	 Sung in Spanish

  Playing a punto cubano, three peasants walk jubilantly to Bethlehem 
  following a star to the king.

 Come, Cubans, come, let’s go to Bethlehem. 
 Let us worship the child who is king.
  
  They bring gifts from Cuba as an offering of love:
  sugar cane, tobacco and rich honey, shining golden in the sun.

  Light is already streaming from the humble manger,
  from the one that comes from God to save all humanity.

  Let us all sing to the child, opening our hearts to him. 
  Let us fill the world with peace. In him love is born.
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This Christmas carol from 
Lebanon is popular among 
Christians	throughout	the	Middle	
East.	 Many	 Arab	 Christians	 live	
in the shadows of centuries of 
conflict.	 In	 such	 contexts	 the	
words of this carol are not cheap 
sentiment	 but	 represent	 both		
deep longing as well as resolute 
compassion.

Christmas Day in 
Beirut, Lebanon:

                             
       6:41	a.m.											4:35	p.m.

Average	High:	64	°F
Average	Low:	54	°F

VII. Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room

John 1:1, 10-14, 16
In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	God.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not 
know	him.	He	came	to	what	was	his	own,	and	his	own	people	did	not	accept	him.	But	
to	all	who	received	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	power	to	become	children	
of	God,	who	were	born,	not	of	blood	or	of	the	will	of	the	flesh	or	of	the	will	of	man,	but	
of	God.
And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	lived	among	us,	and	we	have	seen	his	glory,	the	glory	as	
of	a	father’s	only	son,	full	of	grace	and	truth.	
From	his	fullness	we	have	all	received,	grace	upon	grace.

Fady Girgis, Arabic  [3:30] | Dina Bishay, Arabic [6:30]
Sharath Sowseelya Mesa, Telugu [8:30]

Laylat al milad  Lebanon
 Jade Hage, soloist  Sung in Arabic

  On the night of Christmas, hate disappears.
  On the night of Christmas, the land flourishes.
  On the night of Christmas, war is buried.
  On the night of Christmas, love is born.

  When we give the thirsty a cup of water, we are in Christmas.
  When we cloth the needy with a garment of love, we are in Christmas.  
  When we wipe away tears from each other’s eyes, we are in Christmas.
  When we cover every heart with hope, we are in Christmas.

  When I receive my sibling without deceit, I am in Christmas.
  When the spirit of vengeance dies within me, I am in Christmas.
  When estrangement is purged from my heart, I am in Christmas.
  When my soul melts into the being of God, I am in Christmas.
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“Life	 is	 beautiful,	 but	 shorter	
than	you	think.	Show	love	now.”	

~Ana	Hernández
theomusicologist

Walter	 Hawkins	 was	 a	 younger	
sibling	 in	 the	 Edwin	 Hawkins	
Singers, famous for their hit “Oh 
Happy Day.” In the 1970s Walter 
Hawkins	 established	 his	 own	
ensemble,	the	Love	Center	Choir,	
in	 Oakland,	 California.	 He	 is	
considered to be one of the most 
influential	 gospel	 musicians	 of	
the 20th	century.	His	song,	“Jesus 
Christ Is the Way,” points to 
Christ’s	second	advent.	As	hearts	
are	opened	to	receive	Jesus,	the	
one	who	 is	“coming	soon,”	they	
are	also	opened	to	one	another.

Open My Heart  United	States

Jesus Christ Is the Way	 	 United	States		
	 Otis	Byrd	Jr.,	soloist
  
  When I think about the hour then I know what I must do, 
  when I think about what God has done for me:
  I will open up my heart to everyone I see and say “Jesus Christ is the Way.”

  No one knows the day nor the hour, it may be morn, night, or noon,
  but just rest assured time will be no more, he is coming soon.
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Tonight,	 the	 plaintive	 Korean	
lament	 is	 coupled	 with	 a	 verse	
from	 the	 medieval	 plainsong	
Veni, Emmanuel,	 also	 known	 as	
the	“O	Antiphons”	as	each	stanza	
addresses	 Christ	 with	 an	 “O”	
followed by a name: Wisdom, 
Lord,	Root	of	Jesse,	Key	of	David,	
Morningstar,	 King	 of	 Nations,	
Emmanuel.	 The	 first	 letters	 in	
Latin	 (Sapientia,	 Adonai,	 Radix,	
Clavis,	 Oriens,	 Rex,	 Emmanuel)	
form	 a	 retrograde	 acrostic,	
ero cras, translated literally 
“Tomorrow	I	will	be.”	To	our	cries,	
to	our	waiting,	God	responds,	“I	
am	coming.”

Christmas Day in 
Seoul, South Korea:

                             
       7:45	a.m.											5:19	p.m.

Average	High:	36	°F
Average	Low:	18	°F

VIII. Maranatha

Psalm 70:1, 5b 
Hasten,	O	God,	to	save	me;
				come	quickly,	Lord,	to	help	me.
I	am	poor	and	needy;
				come	quickly	to	me,	O	God.
You	are	my	help	and	my	deliverer;
				Lord,	do	not	delay.

Revelation 22:1-2, 20
Then	the	angel	showed	me	the	river	of	the	water	of	life,	as	clear	as	crystal,	flowing	from	
the	throne	of	God	and	of	the	Lamb	down	the	middle	of	the	great	street	of	the	city.	On	
each	side	of	the	river	stood	the	tree	of	life,	bearing	twelve	crops	of	fruit,	yielding	its	fruit	
every	month.	And	the	leaves	of	the	tree	are	for	the	healing	of	the	nations.
The	one	who	testifies	to	these	things	says,	“Surely,	I	am	coming	soon.”
Amen.	Come,	Lord	Jesus!

Mun Sun Kim, Korean [3:30] | Junwon Kim, Korean [6:30] | Chaijung Lim, Korean [8:30]

오소서	    Korea
 Beth Putney, soloist  Sung in Korean

  Come now, O Prince of Peace; make us one body.
  Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people.

  Come now, O God of love; make us one body.
  Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people.

  Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.
  Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people.

  Come, hope of unity; make us one body.
  Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Traditional	Latin	/	United	States
 
 All sing as directed:
  O come, 
  O come, 
  Emmanuel,
	 	 and	ransom	captive	Israel,
  that mourns in lonely exile here
	 	 until	the	Son	of	God	appear.
  Rejoice! 
  Rejoice! 
  Emmanuel 
	 	 shall	come	to	thee,	O	Israel.
	 	 Come.	 	 	
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Christmas Day in 
the city of Bethlehem:

                             
       6:37	a.m.											4:42	p.m.

Average	High:	58	°F
Average	Low:	44	°F

Though now thoroughly 
associated with Christmas, Isaac 
Watts	 (1674-1748)	 originally	
offered	 “Joy to the World” as a 
paraphrase	of	Psalm	98.		Indeed,	
there	is	no	mention	of	Jesus	in	the	
text,	but	the	church’s	confession	
that	 “Jesus	 Christ	 is	 Lord”	 has	
helped to associate this Psalm, 
and	Watts’	paraphrase,	with	the	
celebration	of	the	coming	Christ.	

 Passing of the Light and Peace

Matthew 5:14-16
“You	are	the	light	of	the	world.	A	city	built	on	a	hill	cannot	be	hid.	No	one	after	lighting	
a	lamp	puts	it	under	the	bushel	basket,	but	on	the	lampstand,	and	it	gives	light	to	all	in	
the	house.	In	the	same	way,	let	your	light	shine	before	others,	so	that	they	may	see	your	
good	works	and	give	glory	to	your	Father	in	heaven.”

Dean John Huh

Peace, Peace	 	 United	States	/	Germany
 
  Peace on earth and goodwill to all. 
  This is a time for joy, this is a time for love.
  Now let us all sing together of peace on earth.
 
 All sing as directed:
  Silent night, holy night! 
  All is calm, all is bright,
	 	 round	yon	virgin	mother	and	child!
  Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
	 	 sleep	in	heavenly	peace,	
	 	 sleep	in	heavenly	peace.

Joy to the World	 	 England	/	United	States
  
 All sing:
  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
	 	 Let	earth	receive	her	king;	
	 	 let	every	heart	prepare	him	room,	
	 	 and	heaven	and	nature	sing,		and	heaven	and	nature	sing,	
	 	 and	heaven,	and	heaven	and	nature	sing.	
 
	 	 Joy	to	the	earth,	the	Savior	reigns!	
  Let all their songs employ, 
	 	 while	fields	and	floods,	rocks,	hills,	and	plains	
  repeat the sounding joy,  repeat the sounding joy, 
	 	 repeat,	repeat	the	sounding	joy.	
 
  No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
	 	 nor	thorns	infest	the	ground;	
	 	 he	comes	to	make	his	blessings	flow	
  far as the curse is found,  far as the curse is found, 
	 	 far	as,	far	as	the	curse	is	found.	
 
  He rules the world with truth and grace, 
	 	 and	makes	the	nations	prove	
  the glories of his righteousness 
	 	 and	wonders	of	his	love,		and	wonders	of	his	love,	
	 	 and	wonders,	wonders	of	his	love.	

   Sources and 
Permissions   
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
Words and Music: John Francis Wade

Canticle of the Turning
Words: Rory Cooney, 1990
©	1990	GIA	Publications,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	
Reprinted	under	OneLicense.net	#A-700493.
Music:	STAR	OF	THE	COUNTY	DOWN,	Irish	melody

Still, Still, Still
Words:	Austrian	traditional,	Salzburgische Volkslieder 
mit ihren Singweisen,	1865;	trans.	John	Rutter	©	1994	
Oxford	University	Press.	All	rights	reserved.	
Reprinted	under	OneLicense.net	#A-700493.
Music:	Austrian	carol,	arr.	Norman	Luboff

Angels We Have Heard on High
Words:	French	carol;	trans.	James	Chadwick,	1860,	alt.
Music: GLORIA, French carol

¡El cielo canta alegría!
Words and Music: Pablo Sosa
©	1958	GIA	Publications,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	
Reprinted	under	OneLicense.net	#A-700493.
arr.	Roger	Bergs

Di padang Efrata para gembala
Words and Music: Waldemar Simamora

Betelehemu
Words: Nigerian carol
Music:	Via	Olatunji	and	Wendell	Whalum
arr.	Barrington	Brooks

Hunger Carol
Words: Shirley Erena Murray
©	1992	Hope	Publishing	Company.	
Music:	SMOKEY	MOUNTAIN,	I-to	Loh
©	1996	General	Board	of	Global	Ministries.
All	rights	reserved.	
Reprinted	under	OneLicense.net	#A-700493.

Christus Paradox 
Words:	Sylvia	Dunstan
©	1991	GIA	Publications,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	
Reprinted	under	OneLicense.net	#A-700493.
Music: PICARDY, French carol
arr.	Alfred	V.	Fedak

We Three Kings
Words	and	Music:	John	Henry	Hopkins	Jr.,	1857,	alt.

Tres Guajiros
Words	and	Music:	Crescencio	González	Puentes
arr.	Tony	Alonso
©	2020	GIA	Publications,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	
Reprinted	under	OneLicense.net	#A-700493.

Laylat al mildad
Words	and	Music:	Mansour	Labaki
arr.	Martin	Tel,	2022

Open My Heart
Words	and	Music:	Ana	Hernández
©	2007	Ana	Hernández,	admin.	Augsburg	Fortress.	
All	rights	reserved.	
Reprinted	under	OneLicense.net	#A-700493.

Jesus Christ Is the Way
Words	and	Music:	Walter	Hawkins
©	1977	Bud	John	Songs,	admin.	CapitolCMGPublishing.
com.	All	rights	reserved.	Reprinted	under	OneLicense.
net	#A-700493.

오소서
Words and Music: Geonyong Lee, 1988
© 1988 Geonyong Lee
Used	with	permission.
English	trans.	by	Marion	Pope,	c.	1990

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Words:	Latin	prose,	pre-9th	cent.;	trans.	composite
Music:	VENI	EMMANUEL,	Plainsong;	
adapt.	Thomas	Helmore,	1852.
arr.	Martin	Tel	and	Michael	Gittens,	2019

Peace, Peace
Words	and	Music:	Rick	and	Sylvia	Powell	
arr.	Fred	Bock	

Silent Night
Words: Joseph Mohr, 1816 
trans.	John	Freeman	Young,	1863

Joy to the World
Words:	Isaac	Watts,	1719,	alt.
Music: ANTIOCH
attr.	George	Frederick	Handel,	1742
arr.	Lowell	Mason,	1836

   Sources and Permissions   
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

1		 Hark!	The	herald	angels	sing,
	 “Glory	to	the	newborn	king.
 Peace on earth and mercy mild,
	 God	and	sinners	reconciled!”
	 Joyful	all	ye	nations,	rise;
	 join	the	triumph	of	the	skies;
 with the angelic host proclaim,
	 “Christ	is	born	in	Bethlehem!”
	 Hark!	The	herald	angels	sing,
	 “Glory	to	the	newborn	king!”

2		 Christ,	by	highest	heaven	adored,	
	 Christ	the	everlasting	Lord,
	 late	in	time	behold	him	come,
	 offspring	of	the	virgin’s	womb.
	 Veiled	in	flesh	the	Godhead	see;
 hail the incarnate deity,
	 pleased	in	flesh	with	us	to	dwell,
	 Jesus,	our	Emmanuel.
	 Hark!	The	herald	angels	sing,
	 “Glory	to	the	newborn	king!”

3		 Hail	the	heaven-born	Prince	of	Peace!
 Hail the sun of righteousness!
 Light and life to all he brings,
	 risen	with	healing	in	his	wings.
 Mild he lays his glory by,
 born that we no more may die,
 born to raise us from the earth,
	 born	to	give	us	second	birth.
	 Hark!	The	herald	angels	sing,
	 “Glory	to	the	newborn	king!”

Go, Tell It on the Mountain
  

  Go, tell it on the mountain,
	 	 over	the	hills	and	everywhere;
  go, tell it on the mountain
  that Jesus Christ is born!

1		 While	shepherds	kept	their	watching
	 o’er	silent	flocks	by	night,
	 behold,	throughout	the	heavens
	 there	shone	a	holy	light.					

2  The shepherds feared and trembled
	 when	lo!	above	the	earth
 rang out the angel chorus
	 that	hailed	our	Savior’s	birth.					

3  Down in a lowly manger
 the humble Christ was born,
	 and	God	sent	us	salvation
	 that	blessed	Christmas	morn.					

While Shepheds Watched Their Flocks

1		 While	shepherds	watched	their	flocks	by	night,
 all seated on the ground,
 the angel of the Lord came down,
 and glory shone around,
	 and	glory	shone	around.

2		 “To	you,	in	David’s	town	this	day,
	 is	born	of	David’s	line
	 the	Savior,	who	is	Christ	the	Lord,
 and this shall be the sign,
 and this shall be the sign:

3		 “The	heavenly	babe	you	there	shall	find
	 to	human	view	displayed,
 all meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
 and in a manger laid,
	 and	in	a	manger	laid.”

4	 “All	glory	be	to	God	on	high,
	 and	to	the	earth	be	peace;
	 good	will	to	all	from	highest	heaven
	 begin	and	never	cease,
	 begin	and	never	cease!”

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

1		 Good	Christian	friends,	rejoice
	 with	heart	and	soul	and	voice;
	 give	ye	heed	to	what	we	say:
	 Jesus	Christ	is	born	today;
 ox and ass before him bow,
	 and	he	is	in	the	manger	now.
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today!

2		 Good	Christian	friends,	rejoice
	 with	heart	and	soul	and	voice;
 now ye hear of endless bliss:
 Jesus Christ was born for this!
	 He	has	opened	heaven’s	door,
	 and	we	are	blest	forevermore.
 Christ was born for this!
 Christ was born for this!

3		 Good	Christian	friends,	rejoice
	 with	heart	and	soul	and	voice;
	 now	ye	need	not	fear	the	grave:
	 Jesus	Christ	was	born	to	save!
 Calls you one and calls you all
	 to	gain	the	everlasting	hall.
	 Christ	was	born	to	save!
	 Christ	was	born	to	save!

All	carols	copied	for	convenience	from	
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal


