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Mayor Alan Arakawa
answers some of the most-
asked questions submitted
to his office staff.

Q:What’s the
Wailuku/Kahului dividing line
on Kaahumanu Avenue, and
the north/south Kihei dividing
line on Kihei Road? In the

’70s, we thought the latter was Mokulele High-
way.

A: That’s a very good question. It used to be
that there were sufficient undeveloped lands
between populated areas that a generalized de-
scription would work. However, as towns have
grown, this isn’t so clear. The Maui County
Charter outlines the Maui County Council vot-
ing districts for Wailuku and Kahului, which
are demarcated by Kahului Beach Road, Maha-
lani Street and Waiale Road. And according to
road maps, the line between North and South

Kihei Road is drawn at the intersection of
South Kihei Road and Piilani Highway near
where the old Suda Store was located. After
that, you’re headed toward Maalaea along
North Kihei Road.

Q: Savannah, Ga., is one city where a police
officer is assigned to be a homeless liaison, the
way Maui Police Department has school re-
source officers to build relationships with
schools and students. Has there been any dis-
cussion of a similar position in MPD?

A: Maui Police Department’s community
police officers are an excellent resource for
both the public and for our county departments
and frequently provide assistance with home-
less individuals. The officers, who are assigned
to different districts in Maui County, attend
community meetings and town hall meetings
and receive specialized training for assessing
and responding to the myriad issues our com-
munities face.

Q:Why does there seem to be so little corre-
lation between assessed values of real property
and what people are asking? I looked at a web-

site that showed asking prices and appraised
values. Most properties seemed grossly under-
valued. Wouldn’t more accurate appraisals
substantially increase income to the county?

A: Asking prices are not used to value prop-
erties for tax assessment purposes because they
are not consummated sales and only reflect the
price the seller desires. And typically, asking
prices are higher than actual sale prices. Anoth-
er consideration is that higher values do not
necessarily equate to more income for the
County of Maui because taxes are composed of
two parts: values, which are established annual-
ly and are certified on April 19, and tax rates,
which are established by the County Council
annually on or before June 20. If you study the
tax rate history of Maui County, which can be
found at www.realpropertyhonolulu.com under
the “Reports” link, you will see that real prop-
erty tax rates have fluctuated depending on val-
ues and the financial needs of county govern-
ment. The 2015 assessed values that were re-
cently mailed to Maui County property owners
were derived using arm’s-length sales that
recorded from July 1, 2013, through June 30,
for a valuation date (for assessment purposes)

of Jan. 1. This means that a lag of approximate-
ly 12 months occurs between the time the val-
ues are set and owners receive their bill on July
20. Much of this lag is necessary because it al-
lows for an appeal period and for public input
regarding tax rates in the county budget. I
would like to point out that our Real Property
Assessment Division is tasked with complying
with mass appraisal industry standards set by
the International Association of Assessing Offi-
cers. After completing ratio studies comparing
assessed values with the sales prices used for
valuation purposes, our officers consistently
pass with flying colors. One study of 1,924 im-
proved single-family sales indicated an average
assessment-to-sale price ratio of 98.89 percent.

� Want to Ask the Mayor? Submit your Maui
County related questions to Mayor Alan
Arakawa by email at askthemayor@mauicoun-
ty.gov, by phone at 270-7855 or by mail at
200 S. High St., ninth floor, Wailuku 96793.
Questions submitted will be considered for in-
clusion in the “Ask the Mayor” column; to re-
quest a personal response to a concern, email
mayors.office@mauicounty.gov.
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Runners leave the Maui 5K
for Kids starting line Sun-
day morning in Maalaea.

Angela Stewart gets a drink
after completing the
Maui 5K for Kids.

Sunday’s event included a
5K race and an untimed
mile run/walk. According to
the Maui 5K for Kids web-
site, it is affiliated with Hon-
olulu 5K, a nonprofit,
501(c)(3) corporation that
helps “provide additional
funds for the physical edu-
cation, fitness, play and ath-
letic programs in our Hawaii
schools.” For more on the
race, see Sports.
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Health
Continued from Page A1

As hundreds of families en-
joyed the fresh fruit, vegetables
and health services, communi-
ty members thanked the church
and Dela Cruz for enduring the
long road to purchasing their
place of worship.

The church has flourished
from a handful of members in a
small retail space in 2003 to a
12,700-square-foot home to
hundreds of people. The
church is fit with a commercial
kitchen, child care space and a
host of other areas.

“It’s a miraculous story,”
said member Orion Ackers of
Wailuku. “It’s just a beautiful
thing. He (Dela Cruz) made
this kitchen not for himself but
for the whole community.”

Ackers and his wife, Rae-
dene, have five children and
have been members of the
church for about nine years.
Raedene Ackers said that the
church saved her marriage and
helped her husband quit drug
use, saying, “He couldn’t date
me until he came to the
church.”

“When he made that deci-
sion to put God first and come
to church, it changed his life,”
she said of her husband. “Peo-
ple need that, and they need a
pastor who loves them and
doesn’t judge them.”

Member Brooksie Kenolio
of Happy Valley said that she
has been with the church for a
decade and it also helped save
her marriage. She added that
the church has become her
family and has helped her
countless times through family
troubles — even if it means
calling Dela Cruz at 2 a.m.

“He answers his phone,” she
said laughing. “I really feel like
these people are my family and
you can be yourself. It’s not a
show, you can be who you are
and they love each other
through the good, the bad and
the ugly.”

In between helping children
make keiki ID cards with the
help of firefighters on Sunday,
Kenolio said that the church is
a vital resource to the commu-
nity — it hosts town meetings,
family-building courses and
substance abuse programs, and
is looking to provide weekly
hot meals once its kitchen is
completed.

“Any kind of need — dia-
pers, people to pray for your
cancer, whatever you need —
you have the church family,”
Kenolio said. “I don’t think my
husband and I would be togeth-
er without this church and Pas-
tor Greg.”

� Chris Sugidono
can be reached at
csugidono@mauinews.com.
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The U.S. Coast Guard is seeking the public’s help in
identifying the owner of a kayak found partially submerged
in the ocean about 12 miles southwest of La‘au Point off
Molokai on Sunday.

Energy
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Electric Co.’s plans to triple
residential solar photovoltaic,
though some participants
raised concerns about afford-
ability, equity, capacity and
grid connectivity. The majority
of participants did not support
transitioning to liquefied natu-
ral gas due to concerns about
continued reliance on an out-
side source, environmental im-
pacts and safety.

“Many participants want
more information about LNG.
They want to hear both sides of
the issue. And there were a lot
of misperceptions about LNG
in terms of whether or not it is a
fossil fuel or a renewable,”
Skogg said.

Skogg said Maui residents
want more choices when it
comes to their electricity serv-
ice, and do not always view the
utility as having their best in-
terests at heart.

“(People) are frustrated by
what they view as high salaries
of the heads of the electric
company. They see the electric
company as being a monopoly
and making profits that don’t
get shared with the communi-
ty.”

Other findings of the study
include:

≤ The three greatest motiva-
tions to save energy at home
were to save money (87 per-
cent); the health of the planet

(54 percent); and good for
Maui (40 percent).

≤ The majority of partici-
pants (63 percent) grade Maui
as a “C” or lower in dealing
with energy challenges.

≤ Only 11 percent of partici-
pants rated themselves as
knowledgeable or well-in-
formed about energy issues.

≤ The majority of partici-
pants would support a new 10-
megawatt wind farm on Maui
if there were storage systems in
place to preserve wind power.
Other participants said they
would support such a project if
they had trustworthy informa-
tion, if it didn’t impact cultural
sites, if environmental con-
cerns were addressed or if the
power stayed on Maui.

≤ Few participants believe
liquefied natural gas is a long-
term solution to curb Maui’s
dependence on imported fossil
fuels.

≤ People are confused about
whom to trust on complex en-
ergy-related issues. They don’t
know who their “energy
friends” are.

The MPower Maui study
was funded by the County of
Maui; the state Department of
Business, Economic Develop-
ment and Tourism; the state
Energy Office; and the Univer-
sity of Hawaii. A full report
will be made available in April,
Skog said.

� Eileen Chao can be reached
at echao@mauinews.com.

Help in locating
kayak owner sought

The U.S. Coast Guard is
seeking the public’s help in
identifying the owner of an
adrift kayak located about 12
miles southwest of La‘au Point
off Molokai on Sunday.

The 12-foot blue kayak was
spotted in the water partially
submerged. The Coast Guard
dispatched an MH-65 Dolphin
helicopter crew, a 45-foot Re-
sponse Boat and an auxiliary
aircraft to search approximate-
ly 170 square miles for three
hours Sunday afternoon.

There are no missing person
or distress reports in the area.

Anyone with information
that may help identify the own-
er of the kayak should call the
Coast Guard Sector Honolulu
Command Center at (808)
842-2600.

The Coast Guard advises all
watercraft be labeled with con-
tact information in order to
quickly account for owners
and prevent any unnecessary
searches. Free “If Found” de-
cals may be obtained from har-
bor masters, through the Coast
Guard Auxiliary and at select
marine retail and supply
stores.

Roadwork to affect
Valley Isle traffic

The state Department of
Transportation has announced
that the following work will be
done on Maui County roads
this week:

≤ Repaving work and
guardrail installation on
Kekaulike Avenue between
Haleakala Crater Road and
Kula Highway will cause lane
closures in both directions
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. today
through Thursday.

≤ Single-lane closures will
occur on Hana Highway be-
tween Honomanu Park (Mile-
post 14) and Waikani Falls
(Milepost 19) from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. today through Thurs-
day for road paving and strip-
ing.

≤ Road repairs will cause a
lane closure in the southbound
direction of Mokulele High-
way between Kuihelani High-
way and Kamaaina Road from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. today through
Thursday.

Summer Fun Guide
to be published

The Maui News will be pub-
lishing a Summer Fun Guide
of activities for children and
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Aliyah Feig, 12, of Wailuku grabs a head of lettuce Sun-
day morning during the third annual Happy Valley Well-
ness Day at Living Way Church. The church prepared
about 350 free and healthy meals for the event.

teens on April 12.
The deadline to submit in-

formation is noon Friday.
Submit the following:
≤ Name of program and for

what ages.
≤ Sponsoring organization

or business.
≤ Program times and dates.
≤ Location of the program.
≤ Description of program.
≤ Cost of the program.
≤ Contact information.
Information may be emailed

to citydesk@mauinews.com,

faxed to 242-9087 or mailed
to Summer Fun Guide, The
Maui News, 100 Mahalani St.,
Wailuku 96793.

Photos may be submitted for
use on a space-available basis.
Shots of people doing things
are preferable; group shots are
unlikely to be used. Photos
may be emailed in digital tif,
jpg or eps formats with a mini-
mum resolution of 300 pixels
per inch. Individuals in photos
must by identified by first and
last name.
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Maui 5K for Kids benefits schools


