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Providence, good morning. There we go. Good morning. All right. Everybody up? Early service. Great to 
see you. If you have your Bibles, let’s take them and open to Ephesians chapter two. Ephesians chapter two. 
If you’re new to Providence or you’re a guest this morning, or you are just exploring Christianity, maybe you 
aren’t familiar with all that takes place. Maybe you came yesterday and came back this morning as a guest. 
We’re so grateful that you’re here. If you don’t have a Bible, there’s maybe one under the chair there in front 
of you. We’re on page 977. 977. Again, if you’re new to Christianity, you’ll find the larger number ... There’s 
a bold number that says two and then make your way down to some small numbers. There’s a number 11 
and that’s a verse. The larger number’s the chapter and then, we’ll look at verse 11 through 13 this morning.

I missed seeing you guys. Love this eight o’clock crew that makes their way down through the parking lot. A 
little cold in the morning, maybe even sprinkling. I just want to echo Brian’s words from last week, where he 
commended Providence and really gave a huge thanks for gratitude for you guys leaning in. So grateful for 
how you’re doing that. Also just with the colder days coming, we want to continue to encourage you to do 
that. Then for your gratitude toward those that are serving. Our deacon team and teams that are serving at 
the doors. You’re a people that are marked by gratitude. Thank you so much for that.

If you’ve got maybe a few complaints about the travel and the weather and stuff, just email me at Brian@pray.
org, okay? We’ll encourage you. Listen, what a week. What a week in the life of Providence. Think about it. 
Yesterday, unbelievable. I know Mark said something in the beginning. I’m just going to say something again 
to our children’s ministry and their team. Unbelievable job. The beauty, the diversity, the joy that was there 
yesterday up on that east side parking lot of having some fun around that fall festival, absolutely amazing. 
Then this week, just praise God for what He’s doing with the worship center up there. They actually poured 
all the cement. The floor has been poured. That’s a huge praise. A lot of our team ... Paul Avery, these guys. 
The team is working. They’re laboring hard.  They’re going out there ... This is the type of team you have that 
oversees our facilities. These guys are out there on their knees praying over these projects. God’s doing some 
neat things. What an awesome, awesome week this week it is.

Let me do this. Let me pray for us. We’re going to read three verses here and then we’re going to dive in. Let 
me pray for us. Father, thank you again for your amazing grace. It is so amazing. It continues to baffle us 
when we think about your love for us, your kindness for us. God, I pray this morning that you would remove 
all the distractions that so easily entangle us, and that we could fix our eyes on the author and perfected of 
our faith, Jesus, the Christ, this morning. Help us to reorient our priorities, our life, leverage our life around 
the mission that you have given us. God, use this Word to open our eyes to a sensitive topic in our culture 
right now with racism. God, would you show us your heart for all people? May we be marked by the love that 
you have for all people. May we have that love. God, do a great work, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Think about this for a moment. In verse 10 of last week, we looked at this incredible Word that we are His 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them. We looked at verses eight, nine, and 10. This incredible text about grace, that not works that we’re 
saved, through faith. Then verse 11 comes. He says, “Therefore.” In light of these things, “Remember that 
at one time you Gentiles in the flesh called the uncircumcision by what is called the circumcision, which is 
made by the flesh by hands. Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. But now, in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off, have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”

What a text. What a text. Think about coming off of the hills of this monumental truth of verses eight, nine, 
and 10. If he’s showing us and pointing us to the great Gospel itself and what it does to us. He begins to move 
our eyes to show us now how this Gospel affects things around us. He begins to show this work of reconcil-
iation. This theme over the next three weeks that we will be unpacking in these verses in the rest of chapter 
two. To think that God, after displaying this great, great work of the Gospel in verses eight through 10, many 
things could follow that. Yet we see God’s heart, that He wants to unify those who had hated each other. Jews 
and Gentiles. God’s heart. Immediately after those verses last week comes these verses where we see His heart 
for humanity to be in harmony with each other.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the answer for racism. It’s not outward conformity, it’s an inward change that 
needs to take place. It’s powerful. The Gospel, this good news of God in Christ, it takes broken humans and 
it makes beautiful harmony. That’s what this Gospel does. This is His desire for His Church. It’s a miracle. 
It’s a miracle. Listen to me really quick. It’s a miracle for my family and all of four of my kiddos to get in a 
minivan and drive five miles with harmony and unity. It’s an absolute miracle, much less a vacation trip. We 
had to fast and pray before vacation trips for unity in the backseat. How much more is it a miracle and how 
much more glorious, almost in a sense, when we see those that aren’t necessarily blood related covered by 
the blood unified?

Even in our culture we see this all throughout culture, these license plates. I’ll show you one. It says, “House 
divided.” Some tension in some marriages out there as you have these graduates from these two schools. 
You’ll see this. What God’s Gospel does ... He’s not so much interested in taking sports fans and bringing 
them together, although He can do that. No, He’s interested in taking spiritually dead people and making 
them alive and bringing them together to worship and live life on mission together in community. This is 
what He’s doing.
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Think about the instruments of an orchestra. This picture here. They look totally different, they sound differ-
ent, and individually they have uniqueness to them and yet, when they come together, the beauty of them all 
being played together under the direction of a conductor. So it is with the Gospel and races coming together 
to make harmony and unity and shine forth the glory of God in a powerful. This morning, here’s what I want 
to do. I want to show you two things, this morning. I want to show you two things that God desires for us to 
remember regarding our standing with Him. Notice the first one is this. Two truths this morning. I’m going 
to unpack each of them with some depth. The first is this. It’s to remember your separation from Christ. To 
remember your separation from Christ.

Notice in verse 11 he says, “Therefore.” We know when we study the Bible when the word therefore is there, 
it’s following some incredible thing that’s just been said. He’s saying in light of what has just been said, 
“Therefore, remember.” What he’s saying is he’s just told us how in essence we are saved. It’s by grace through 
faith, not of works, least any of us boast. This is a work of God. In light of that, now remember something. 
He’s going to say ... Matter of fact, this is an imperative. It’s one of the first commands that’s coming. More 
imperatives will come in chapters four, five, and six, but he’s inserting an imperative now in these incredible 
weighty, theological teachings of foundational truths of what God has done. He says to remember. Why is it 
so hard to remember?

We have more devices than ever to help us to remember. Something’s always going off. A ding sound or 
something going off, the phone, something’s popping up, where it’s reminder, reminder, reminder, reminder. 
We need these. Think about God’s grace in putting a panic button on the remote of a car. That’s God’s grace. 
When I walk out of the mall and I’m out there and I’ve forgotten where I parked ... You’ve done it too, so don’t 
laugh at me. You hit that button and you do it kind of quietly because you don’t want anybody to know that 
you’ve forgotten where you parked. You hit it and then you look and then you walked kind of close to it like, 
“Somebody’s trying to mess with my car.” You’ve set it off because you’re just trying to find your car because 
you forgot where you parked.

This is how forgetful we are. Why is so hard to remember? Why is it so easy to remember the times when we 
forgot? This is what I’m finding as I’m growing older. I forget many things, but I’m remembering the things 
that I’ve forgotten as almost a sense of humor as our family sometimes contemplates this one on vacation 
years ago. The kids were probably seven, five, three, and one. Somewhere in that range. Diapers are flying. 
It’s insane in the house. We’re on vacation and we’re getting ready to rent this rickshaw type bike where we’re 
all going to try to fit in there and I’m going to hold on to some and try to pedal. That’s just dangerous. Don’t 
even try that at home.
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As I’m trying to gather the kids, I panic and say to Jules, my wife, “Julie, where is Elizabeth? Where is Emmie? 
Where is our daughter? Where did she go?” My wife looks at me kind of strange and she goes, “Dave, you’re 
holding her.” I had her on the hip trying to get the others together and I’m looking and I count. I’m always 
counting. I’m constantly counting. I thought we had four. I only see three. Where did the other one go? I’m 
holding her. Paul knows. God knows that we forget. We forget. He’s wanting to make sure. There is one thing 
He wants you and I to never, ever, ever, ever forget. He says, “Remember that at one time you Gentiles.”

Let’s unpack this a little bit. Gentiles is this word for those who are not ethnically Jewish. That would be the 
majority of the people at Providence, if not all. This would be anyone anywhere in the world that’s not Jewish 
by ethnicity. These are the recipients at this church in Ephesus that would be receiving this word. They would 
be Gentiles for the most part. What he’s doing, what he’s getting ready to do, it’s quite fascinating, is that if 
versus one through 10 of chapter two, if he has dealt with the problem of spiritual death, now he’s going to 
unpack in particular this spiritual distance that we have from God.

Listen. It’s not just that we were dead as a Gentile. There was a distance to our deadness, in a sense. He wants 
to remind the church at Ephesus and those who were Gentiles, a few things. There’s two really specific. One, 
he wants to remind us of a physical difference. This is this circumcision language. He’s just identifying that 
even physically you’re not even alike the Jews. This sign that was given to Abraham in Genesis 17 came after 
Abraham believed. Really, in essence, I’m not going to go PG-13 on y’all this morning, but in essence with 
circumcision, this is a physical that identified the Jewish people that really was pointing to a future need of 
the heart to be circumcised. The heart. God’s always doing these little small things that were pointing to big 
things.

There was a physical difference even in this separation from Christ. Then there was a spiritual distance. Let 
me unpack this. There was a spiritual distance. There’s five marks I want you to notice from the text in verses 
11 and 12. There’s these five marks that he lays out that shows this spiritual distance. The first is that they 
were without Christ. “Remember,” he says it again in verse 12, “That you were at that time separated from 
Christ.” There’s no Gospel. You had no even knowledge of the Gospel. There was no word of a Messiah. You 
had no idea even what Gospel meant or Jesus or the Christ. You were without Him. You were separated. You 
were also without citizenship. Notice the text. It says, “You were alienated from the commonwealth of Israel.”

Think about this. God had called the Jews. He made them in essence, out of Abraham, and promised them, 
and built them into a nation. He’s desiring to reveal Himself to a nation and then through a nation, reveal 
Himself to the world. This people called Israel, He’s in essence their God. It’s a theocracy in a sense. Israel was 
God’s nation in a way that was not true of the other Gentile nations. They were without citizenship. Notice 
they were without the covenants of promise. Look at what it said. He actually says, “You were strangers to the 
covenants of promise.”
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What does this mean? This means that the Jewish people received from God, from the prophets of God, 
these incredible promises to them such as what we would call the Abrahamic covenant. This covenant that 
God actually put to sleep Abraham and did this ritual where usually when you made a covenant it was more 
relational, it wasn’t contractual in the sense of a legal doc. It was a covenant that was made relationally where 
they had to live up to their ends and be faithful to them.

God’s showing Abraham and allowing him to go to sleep and walk through these animals that had split with 
this ritual to signify this covenantal relationship, that he was the faithful one that was going to uphold this. 
He gives this to Abraham. He gives the Mosaic covenant in Exodus. He gives the Davidic covenant to David 
in second Samuel seven. I’m going to raise up someone through your lineage, through your line, through 
your seed, and then he’s going to have a kingdom that’s forever. This is a future prediction of the Messiah, 
King Jesus that would come. These covenants, these promises. In Jeremiah 31, he says, I’m actually going to 
write the law. I’m going to give you a new heat in a sense. A new covenant. The Jewish people, Israel, they 
grew proud because of these things, not humble.

Notice what else he says. He says that, “They were strangers to the covenants of promise, having ...” Watch 
this. “Having no hope.” Having no hope. Think about this. History would tell us that many of the philoso-
phies in the ancient world, that folks wrestled with being so hopeless. They would move from one philosophy 
to another philosophy. They would move from one god to another god. They would move from one tradition 
to another tradition. In some way, some shape, trying to find hope. They were without hope. You and I were 
without hope apart from Christ. Notice at last, not only were they without hope, but then they were without 
God. Listen. The Gentile world, they worshiped other gods but they were without the true living God.

Think about this for a moment. Without Christ, without citizenship, without the promises of God, without 
hope, without God. This is you and I before Christ. There’s a spiritual deadness but there’s a spiritual distance 
as well. Imagine ... Could you imagine a day without God? Yet sometimes we live as if there is no God. Paul, 
what’s he doing? Listen. He’s saying, “Don’t forget when you were far off.” Listen. “Remember the depth of 
your depravity and that it always affects the height of your worship. As soon as you forget that you were far 
off, you will quickly lose the awe of being brought near to God.” Listen. It’s in remembering these things that 
fuels worship.

John Piper, pastor, theologian, in Minnesota, says this of this particular text. He says, “Why do we pray but 
with so little fervor and affection? Why do we sing scarcely from the heart and with such blank expressions? 
Why are so few hearts breaking for lost people around them? Why do we not say spontaneously and repeat-
edly, the greatest thing in the world is to be saved? Why is lukewarm love for Jesus so common and white 
hot devotion so rare?” One of the reasons is this. Piper says, “You can’t bring the burner of commitment and 
affection up to white hot if you short circuit God’s heating element and jump the current from verse 10 to 
verse 13. Part of God’s heating element to intensify our affection and deepen our devotion is the command, 
‘Remember, remember, remember that we were hopeless.’”
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Set the alarm clock. Hit the panic button in your heart to go off every day. Remember, we were separated 
from Christ. In the way of application, listen. Don’t take grace for granted. Don’t take grace for granted. Sec-
ond is to reflect often on your past to fuel hope for your future. Let me do one quick thing here with you. If 
you real Philippians chapter three, verse 20, I believe it is, Paul will say, “Forgetting what is behind, I press on 
toward Christ.” Here he’s saying, “Remember.” So is Paul contradicting himself by telling us in one book to 
forget and one book to remember? No. Because in Philippians, the context is what he’s saying is to forget any 
spiritual credentials or accomplishments that might’ve done even good for the cause of the Gospel. Forget 
those things and keep pressing on to find more of Christ.

He’s telling us yes, to forget, but now he’s telling us to remember. What are we remembering? We remember 
when we were far off in our state of sin, God rescued us. [inaudible 00:25:19]. If you remember the spiritual 
credentials and accomplishments, it’s going to only fuel pride. It will not fuel humility and worship will not 
be with white hot devotion. Don’t take grace for granted, reflect often on your past, and then third, if you’re 
a nonbeliever this morning, listen. See your status before God. See your status, this morning. This is what he 
says you are without God. Trust Christ, this morning. Realize that He has made you, that He loves you, that 
you and I rebelled. We turned from Him, we ran from Him, and He pursued us and sent His Son to live a 
righteous live, which is required by God to be with God. Then He died on a cross, was buried and rose from 
the dead on the third day.

If you place your faith in that finished work of Christ, he says, “You will not have this status. You will have 
a different standing before Me. A right standing.” This morning, I encourage you to trust Christ if you have 
not trusted Christ. The second thing I want to show you this morning and the last is this. Not only remember 
our separation from Christ, but to remember your salvation in Christ. Notice verse 13. Look at your Bibles. 
Verse 13. We love when we see this Word come. It says, “But now.” We looked last week and the weeks before 
when we saw, “But God, rich in mercy.” We love these transitional statements that tell us in light of some bad 
news, some good news. “But now ...” Notice this. “In Christ Jesus ...” Notice, let those two letters land in, I-N, 
in Christ Jesus.

Notice. It doesn’t say in good works, in the church, in moral behavior. No. It says, “In Christ Jesus.” Notice 
what Paul does. Look at your Bibles. Notice what he says. “In Christ Jesus ...” I would be good with the next 
words coming to be in Christ Jesus, you have been brought near. Notice what he does. It’s like a punch in the 
gut. One more time just in case you forgot the previous verse. He says one more time, “But now in Christ 
Jesus, you who once were far off.” He just unpacked that we were without hope, without God, without Christ, 
without citizenship, without promise. I got it. He goes, “You probably didn’t get it. You probably have forgot-
ten” until the next verse. I’m going to remind you one more time. “But now in Christ, you who were once off, 
have been brought near.”
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Listen. “Have been brought near.” Psalm 73 says that, “The nearness of God is our good.” Listen. You and I ... 
For those who have trusted in Christ. Watch this truth. This is an amazing truth, can come near God and not 
be utterly destroyed by His holiness in light of our sinfulness because of the Savior. Let that land on you this 
morning. You have access to God. Isaiah six says, “Angels sing holy, holy, holy.” They have to take their wing 
and cover their eyes because of the holiness of God. We have access. We have full access to God. You have 
full access to God because of Christ. This is the great news of the Gospel. This is the great, great, great news 
of the Gospel. You have been brought near to Him.

Have you ever been brought near to something that just encouraged your soul? I remember I was in college. I 
played basketball in college. Our college coach was connected to coaches in the NBA as well as other college 
coaches. He loaded up the van and took us to my first NBA game in Charlotte back in the day when Steph 
Curry’s dad was dropping threes for the Hornets. Dell Curry. I’ll never forget being in the back of this sport 
van, our team van, driving into Charlotte, my coach, driving through multiple security points, parking very 
close to the building, then walking into the building and going very near to the court. That whole entire ex-
perience, I was in the van with the right person. Then made it close and near to the court because of another 
person. Had nothing to do with it.

This is what’s happening. We have nothing to do with our nearness to God. It’s because of Jesus the Christ. It’s 
because we are in Him. Notice the reverse effect of our separation. Our first point, notice what happens that 
now we are with Christ. We have access to the throne of grace. Notice that we are with citizenship. We were 
without but now we are with because in chapter two, verse 19, says that we are no longer strangers. We are no 
longer foreigners, he says. Philippians will actually tell us that we are ... Our citizenship is in heaven. We are 
with promises now. We are grafted in, in a sense, to the promises of God that come under that Abrahamic 
covenant that we are blessed because of the lineage. What came out of that lineage was a man named Jesus.

First Corinthians says that, “All the promises of God find their yes in Christ.” We are with promises like Mat-
thew 28, that “He will never leave us nor forsake us. He is with to the end of the age. That all authority is given 
to Jesus.” The promises of Isaiah 26. It says, “He whose mind is stayed on him, he will keep him in perfect 
peace.” We have these promises now because of Christ. We are with hope. We are a people that are marked by 
hope. First Peter one says that, “He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Christ.” We are with God now, Emmanuel, God with us. Us with God. First Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ 
suffered once for sins. The righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.”

Listen, Providence. This is the great news of the Gospel, that in Christ we have been brought near to God. Let 
me ask you this question. How in the world does this happen? How in the world does this happen? Notice 
the text. The text says, “But now in Christ Jesus, you who were once far off, have been brought near.” Watch 
the text. Watch the text. “By the blood of Christ.”
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By the blood. We have been brought near to God because of the cross of Christ. Verse 16 will say, “We are 
reconciled to God in one body by the cross.” The cross. Listen. Richard Phillips, in his work, The Precious 
Blood, the atoning work of Christ, he says it like this, “The sin atoning death of Christ is remarkable for being 
at once most offensive to the world, most treasured by the Church. Most astonishing to the mind and most 
stirring to the soul.”

Simply put, the one thing we would least expect to hear about God is that He sent His own Son to die for our 
sins, thus it is Christ’s precious blood that puts the amazing into grace, puts the wonderful into the Gospel, 
and puts the marvelous into God’s plan of salvation. There can be no greater truth to be faced than the Gos-
pel message of the cross. No greater mystery to be considered. No greater comfort to be received. The cross is 
a theme that Christians will meditate on forever without exhausting its wonder. Of the cross, God’s redeemed 
will sing with glorious praise to the unending ages.

How do you like that quote for eight o’clock? Listen. This is why Revelation five says this will be the theme 
song of all the tribes and peoples and tongues and nations that says, “Behold, you were slain and with your 
blood you purchased for God all of races and tribes.” Listen. This Tuesday night, I know many of you are 
going to suit up. Some of the kids are going to take the extra long pillow case. Where did that come from? 
When I went trick or treating, we had a little small bucket, got about eight pieces of candy from the folks in 
the country. Then they show up with a pillowcase that’s the extra long pillowcase to want some candy. They 
got more candy than Wal-Mart’s got.

This Tuesday, as people do that, very few will consider that it’s the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. One 
of the most remarkable events in the history of the world that changed the world for the Gospel. This Tues-
day, the 500th anniversary, when Martin Luther, who studying to be a monk, could not get rid of his sin be-
cause he was trusting in his works and read the book of Romans and was converted to Christianity. Left the 
monastery to begin preaching and teaching the Gospel according to Romans in the Scriptures. He nailed 95 
Theses on the castle door at Wittenberg, Germany, in essence, to start the Reformation. In 1517, October 31.

After that, it propelled and moved many people to turn back to the Scriptures. The five solas that are experi-
enced out of the Reformation are these of faith alone, grace alone, by Scripture alone, under Scripture alone, 
by Christ alone, for the glory of God alone. These solas, as they are known. There was one young lady, sister 
in Christ, 17 years old, named Lady Gray Jane. Lady Gray Jane, later in the 1500s, who was a proponent for 
the Reformation and took a stand for these truths. She would begin to confront and debate some of the Cath-
olic apologists, where we would press that justification comes by faith and works. She would say, “No. It’s by 
faith alone. By grace alone.” He would insert things about the very elements in the Lord’s supper. She would 
stand firm against the false teaching that was coming, and that they were ... Those elements were actually 
turning into the body of Christ.
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He would affirm that the church’s authority alongside the Scripture’s authority and she would insist, “No. It’s 
one who sits under this piercing gaze of God’s Word.” As she was led to be martyred for her stance, she said 
this, “I do look to be saved by no other mean but only by the mercy of God in the blood of His Son, Jesus 
Christ.” Listen. Those covered by the blood of Christ, come together in unity. Yes, looking different on the 
outside and yet, all having that common denominator of red blood. It’s the blood of Christ that was shed for 
our sin and to fuel our harmony, to take hatred and turn it to harmony. To not have external conformity, but 
internal change. His desires to take our uniqueness and unify us. Not to get rid of our differences and our 
diversity, but to put our differences under unity on display as the manifold wisdom of God.

Ephesians chapter three will actually tell us in the months to come that the manifold wisdom, the diverse 
multicolored wisdom of God is on full display in the Church. You want to see the glory of God? Look at a 
sunset. You want to experience the manifold wisdom of God? Come to church at eight, 9:30, 11, at Provi-
dence and worship. This is what he’s saying. Isn’t it interesting, when you’re winning, unity rises. I know the 
Pack had a tough day yesterday, but I haven’t seen this much unity among Pack fans in some time. When 
you’re losing, everyone’s got an answer, division grows, tension rises. When you’re winning, there’s some-
thing about winning that unity just comes a little bit easier. There’s a rallying. How much more for those who 
are in Christ, with the victory of Christ on the cross, where Paul will trash talk death and says, “Where, O 
death is your sting? Where’s your victory?”

Who trash talks death? Paul trash talked death. Listen. All the Gospel, the Gospel of grace is for all race. The 
Gospel of grace is for all ages. Let me encourage you real quick before we pray and close with a few appli-
cations. About a week ago, an 81 year old man came in my office, who had about three, four weeks prior to 
that, trusted Christ for the first time. This man, his health is failing, he’s moved up from the coast to be with 
his daughter and her husband who go to Providence. They bring him to Providence. He’s in a life group. He 
hears the Gospel. He trusts Christ. He’s dying. His body’s failing. He may have a week, he may have a year.

He thought theologically that he needed to be baptized to seal it. We walked through that theologically, 
encouraged him, “No, it’s trust, it’s faith, grace alone.” Baptism’s an expression of what God’s done. He goes, 
“So I don’t have to do it? Maybe I should want to do it.” Yes. “My health is failing. You guys are renovating. 
You don’t have a big tub. How do we do this?” It’s like, “Let me work on it.” This afternoon at two o’clock, the 
YMCA, Baileywick Road, this 81 year old is going to go down the step, holding on to the steps into the pool. 
His life group is going to gather and we’re going to dunk him. Amen? That’s going to be awesome. It’s going 
to be awesome.
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Listen. In the way of application, of remembering our separation and our salvation from Christ, let’s be a 
place for all races to experience His grace. Let’s go to those near us. Oh yes, let’s be a place for all races to 
experience His grace. Let’s go to those near us and far all from us with the hope of Christ. Oh, precious is the 
flow that makes me white as snow. No other fount I know. Nothing but the blood of Christ. Let’s pray. Father, 
thank you for your grace. Thank you for your kindness. Thank you for your mercy. God, we pray and ask that 
you would stir our affections today to not forget what you have done.

God, help us be a people marked, not by entitlement, not by pride, but humility and excitement that God 
would graft us in, that He would let us experience the promise that you made to Abraham. God, would you 
please, would you please do this work? Accomplish these things, we pray. God, please accomplish these 
things. Work these things deep in us and work them out of us, that we would remember often, we would 
reflect often, and in our remembrance you would fuel a worship for the King. It’s in Christ that we who were 
once far off, have been brought near. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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