
#1: THE FINAL CHECK
Because mastering is the last phase in audio production, 
it’s the last chance we have to make sure that everything 
is right – it’s “the final check”. We must make sure that 
anything that sounds bad has been corrected or fixed.

If you’re doing your own mastering, it’s a good idea to 
get some objective ears in there to give you some 
feedback – someone who hasn’t heard the track a 
million times.

THE 5 PURPOSES 
OF MASTERING

#2: CONSISTENCY
The second key objective of mastering is to make sure 
that the sound is consistent with other commercial 
songs. You never know where your songs are going to be 
played, or which devices your fans are going to be 
listening to them on, so we must make sure that our 
tracks sound great on the majority of playback systems.

 The easiest way to do this is to compare to other 
commercial tracks and check that the overall frequency 
balance and levels are within the same range. We must 
also check our masters on a variety of playback systems 
– headphones, car stereo, boombox, large HiFi, etc.

#3: ENHANCEMENT
An enhancement is anything that makes the overall song 
sound better in some way. There are no specific rules 
when it comes to enhancing a track – if it sounds better, 
it is better!

This could be anything from using a stereo widener to 
make the track sound bigger, adding some subtle 
reverb, making some EQ tweaks, using a bass enhancer, 
or adding compression to make the song sound more 
aggressive.

#4: ALBUM FLOW
The fourth purpose of mastering is about laying out the 
album and making sure it flows nicely from track to 
track.

An album isn’t just a random collection of songs, it’s a 
performance. We need to make sure that the end of one 
song flows nicely into the beginning of the next song, 
and the beginning of each song sounds good having just 
listened to the song before it.

#5: FINAL FORMATTING
The fifth purpose of mastering is to finalize the song or 
album and apply the correct final formatting so that it’s 
ready for release.

Final formatting pertains to the practical and technical 
stuff we have to do to get the song / album into the final 
media format that someone’s going to listen to.

Naming the tracks, putting fade-ins and fade-outs, and 
saving to the desired format are common things that 
have to get done during the mastering phase.

RESOURCES & LINKS

Are your tracks still not sounding as good as you’d like?     
Watch these two videos to learn the top 5 musical, and the top 
5 technical, mistakes that may be holding back your tracks:

http://prosoundformula.com/the-top-5-musical-mistakes/

http://prosoundformula.com/the-top-5-technical-mistakes/

Watch the video that explains this process step by step:

http://prosoundformula.com/how-to-master-a-song/

This is just a brief summary of the 5 purposes of mastering, for 
more details see the full article here:

http://prosoundformula.com/the-5-purposes-of-mastering/

If all this stuff sounds pretty confusing and you just wish that 
someone could walk you through the whole mastering process 
step by step and show you exactly what to do, check out my in-
depth Ultimate Mastering Formula program over here:

http://prosoundformula.com/products/the-ultimate-mastering-
formula/
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Sign up free for my Mastering Mini-Course:

http://prosoundformula.com/sign-up-mastering/
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