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Man, Christopher

From: ABRAMOFF, JACK A

Sent: Tuesday, September 02,20089:19 PM

To: Man, Christopher

Subject: Letter for Judge Huvelle

Dear Chris,

Please be so kind as to get this to Judge Huvelle for me. Thank you very much.

Jack Abramoff

Dear Judge Huvelle:

I know I will have the opportunity to say something when I am in Court on September 4th, but I am
writing this letter because I am worried that time or the circumstances will prevent me from expressing
myself as well as I would like.

I have to say that I am extremely nervous to address you now and then. This moment truly will define
the rest of my life, and I do not know what words I can convey that will tell you what I want you to
know before you sentence me. I have been thinking about this moment literally for years. Long before I
entered jail, when I decided to come forward and admit my wrongdoing, I knew there would be a day
like this. And almost every day of the two years I have been in jail, I have spent time thinking and
worrying about how I might tell you and convince you that I understand my acts and have been doing all
I can to make up for them.

It is hard to see the exact moment that I went over the line but, looking backwards, it is amazing for me
to see how far I strayed and how I did not see it at the time. So much of what happens in Washington
stretches the envelope, skirts the spirit of the rules, and lives in the loopholes. But even by those
standards, I blundered farther than even those excesses would allow.

As I have sat alone in prison, realizing what my actions have done to permanently injure people,
especially my family, I see that my crimes all had the same cause - my short-sighted and selfish view
that the ends could justify the means. I am not a bad man (although to read all the news articles one
would think I was Osama Bin Laden), but I did many bad things. I lied to clients, even while working to
get them the results they expected. I cheated my law firm and took advantage of public officials. And,
while I gave millions of dollars to charities, I thought I could then skirt the rules in paying the right
amount of money to the government in taxes.

I do not know if I can explain to you the experience of looking backwards and realizing how much you
have strayed from an expectation you had for yourself, what your parents wanted you to be, an ideal you
set, or a goal you thought was one of life's definitions. That is what I have been thinking about, and
those are the realities with which I have been living and will have to live for the rest of my life.

I am gratified that even in the swirl of the statements and criticisms about me so many people have come
forward to try to present the other side of my life. Even though I have come to terms with the terrible
things I did, my past is a lot more than those mistakes. I always tried to give my clients more than they
asked; I always tried to make my partners more successful than they had hoped; I always tried to
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forward the best ideals and candidates in my party; and I knew I had an obligation to support my
religion and community.

The good I tried to do and that which I did accomplish cannot make up for the bad. I just ask that you
consider my whole life in seeing that I have a lot to give in the future that might merit your
consideration and leniency. In addition, that which I have done since coming forward, the cooperation I
have done and the results of that cooperation, are just some indication that I know the enormity of the
debt I have to repay.

I have a lot to make up for and a lot of amends to make. If I ever can earn more than a mere living again,
I will be paying back those I have harmed for the rest of my life. However, little is accomplished by
delaying that day by my being jailed longer than is necessary.

My wrongdoing may have been worse than those who have come before you as a result of my efforts to
help the government. I hope that my acts of contrition and efforts to make amends have been greater as
well. I did not delay in coming forward to admit by offenses; I did not wait for any deal before I started
providing the government with information of what I and others had done; I did not hesitate to go
beyond that which the government knew to give them leads they never had; I did not hesitate to spend
all of my time with government agents and attorneys when I might have spent those precious days
before I went to jail with my family; and, I did not stop cooperating every moment I could even injail
when that has been far from a comfortable thing to do in this circumstance and in that population.

My efforts do not even the balance, but they are a good down-payment on what I still must do. I hope
you can see from the entire record what my misconduct has been, rather than what it has been blown up
to be, but I especially hope you can see all the things I have done in my life and those things I have tried
to do over the past three years to say "I am sorry."

Sorry to my clients who expected better, sorry to my colleagues to whom I owed more, and sorry to the
government system that I love and devoted my life to. But most of all, I am sorry for what I have done
to my family. The people who supported me the most, I have let down the most. My actions have now
punished them. I was their husband, their father, their son, their brother, their provider, the foundation
for our faith, and so much more. And look what my actions have done. My wife has had to take on too
much, to be both parents, find money to feed and clothe our family, and to be some guiding influence in
very trying times. My kids have had to learn to survive without a parent and to endure the cruelty of a
world that would visit the sins of their father on them. My mother had to spend her last days without me,
and that guilt and shame will be with me forever. And, my entire family now has the taint of what I have
done to the good name they used to wear proudly. Honestly, judge, the toll of living with all of this has
often been more than I can bear. Please consider the impact of any additional punishment on all of the
innocent people who are bearing the brunt of my sentence as well.

You have my life and the life of my family in your hands. I have done very wrong; I have been doing all
I can to redeem myself. In the balance ofan entire life, I hope the record shows enough so that you can
confidently measure the severity of any additional punishment with my early decision to come forward,
by doing all that has been asked of me and then some, the future of my family who are barely holding
on, and all of those who will do better by my trying to become a productive member of society than
someone simply waiting for the rest of my life to begin.

Thank you for all the time you have taken on my case and the cases I have helped with; thank you for
your consideration of my plea; and thank you for the decision you have to make.

Sincerely,
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Jack Abramoff
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