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REF~ CAIRO 1275 (NOTAL)

1. SUMMARY' ~rTE~'SIX W~BKS or BROADCASTS~ BGYPTIAN PUBLIC
SKBPTICISM AND CRITICISM or AL HURRA TV OONTINU2S. THB
LOCAL PRESS STILL RUNS/OCCASIONAL PIECES CRITICIZI"G THE
STATIOH·S NEWS PROGRAMS AS pun PROPACAMDA, ALTHOUGH
ANlcOOTAL RBPORTS INDICATB 80MB PBOPL. HBftl 'IND ITS
QQCuMBN"~IES AND ~"~p:ws PIlOCRAXS IM".uSTllfG.
NBYKRTHlLBSS, AL HU~IS S'LON RBSPONSB TO PAST-BRBAKINC
EVENTS ~UCH AS SHBrXH YASaIN·s XILLlNO AND ~Ha CANCBLLATION
0' TUB ARAB SUMMIT IN TUNIS HAS HURT ITS ABILITY TO AtTRAct
A WIDER AUDIEMC2. END SUMMA~Y.

2. IGIPTIAN MEDIA AND PUBLIC CRITICISM or AL HURRA TV
HAS .CONTINUED ·THROuaHOO~ ITS FIRST SIX WEEKS ON TH.
AIR. TH. UTES". ATTACK 011 'I'M. STATION eMI III A CO'/BJI
STORY IN THE APRIL 1 BDITION or THE MONTHLY MACAIIN_ AL
SHIRAH ("rOUTHI') WHICH RAN IfH. HlI\DLINI. ,iWHO WILL
PROTSCT YOUTft PRO" Tn_ rQ%SO.. or rHa AM.RICAN ~
CHANMIL AL SURRA1· 'tD. STORY DETAILED PUDOMI"ANTLr
CRITICAL REMARKS 81"· SEVBAAL COMHENTATORS, INCLUDING THB
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D2AN OP THE FACULTY or MAsa ~UHJCATJOH AT CAlao
UNIVERSITY, WHO coMMENTED THAT -TH. stATION II NoT
~RII, AS THEY SAY. AMa.tCA II RBPRESSING 'REaDON IN
PALBSTINB AND IN IRAQI SO MaN COULD IT MAXI VI BBLIEVE
ITS PRTNCIPLas or FREEDOM AND PIHOCRACyt TaB ARAI
VIEWER SHOULD NOT PJ.LL INTO ~ TRAP or AI, aUltRA. IT
IS DEFENDING us rOR&JCN POLICY.· HOWIYeR, TN. ARTICLB
ALSO IltCLUDID A MORa BALAMelD kSMARX BY HALA· H~S"lSH.
TH8 DIRBCTOR or THe BGYPTIAN OO~IZR"MlN~·S NILI
TBL.VISI0M STATION, WHO SAID TfIRB WAS A POSITI~

AS'~C'r TO AL HURRA IN 'tMAT IT IS TRytMG TO CONDUCT A
DIALOCUR, AND ITS .~~SBNCB WOULD LEAD TO OOM'ITITION
AHOMa ALL ARABIC LANGUAGB STA~IOM8.

3. P"IVATE COMMENTS MADE TO !MBASSY OFFICERS MAVE BEEM
GENeRALLY, BUT NOT TOT~LLY. CRITICAL OF THE stATION. A F!W
CONTACTS TOLD US THEV WERE INTER2STED 1M THE ENTERTAINMENT
OR £DUCATJONAL PROGRAMS SHOWN ON AL HURRA. FOR £XAMPLK,
S~VERAL CONT~cts HAVE EXPR£SS£D SURPR1SE AND r~USTRATZON

WITH THE TECHNICAL GLITCH£S THAT APPARENTLY HAVE M~ YET
BEEN COMPLETELY IRONED OUT. IN A REc£NT NEWS P_OORAM, FOR
INST~Nce, THE TELEPROMPTER APPARENTLY MALFUNCTIONED BRIEFLY,
AND THE NEWSCASTERS APPEARED UTTERLY NONPLUSSED. THISB
'1'£C;·~NrCAL GLITCHES, WHILE NOT PERV~S!VI, CONTRAST POORLY TO
THE HIGHLY P~OF~SSIOHAL AND SMOOTH ~ROADCASTS ON TNB MOST
W~TCNEO ~RABIC NEWs STATIONS SUCH AS AL ~A&EERA AND AL
AAABIYA.

4. MORE IMPORTANTLY, COMMENTS ECHO A STBAbY REFRAIN THAT
MUCH OF THE PROCRAHHINC ON AL HURRA 15 lITHER ·IRREL!V~HT"

OR SORINO. PERHAPS THE MOST ST~IKING ZXAMPLa or THts CAME
ON TH! MORNINC or SHEIKH YASSINIS KILLINC, WHBREAS AL
JAZEERA AND OTHER STATIONS QUICKLY INTERRUPTED THEIR REGULAR
PROCRAHMING TO BRING ~MOTJ'ON~L, LIVB, IlND VIRTUALLY .
UNINTotRRUPTED REPORTS FROM THEIR CORRESPONDEN'S, AL HUKRA
CONTINUED THEIR (SUBTITLED) BROADCAST or A DOCUMENTAMY ON
GENERAL CUST£R. WHEN THE STATioN DID FINALLY REPORT THE
N£WS~ IT ALI£N~TED THE ~VeRAGE ARAB VIEWB~ BY QUOTING Wl~E

SERVICE REPORTS AND IN~2RVIEWIHG THE MEAn OF ISRAELI RADIO.
ANOTHER CONT~CT TOLD US THAT WHEN THE ARAB SUMMIT IN ~UNIS

WAS ABRUPTLY POSTPONED THIS ~EBX, ~L MURRA WAS BEHIND THE
OTHER S~ATIONS IN REPORTING THE News, AND, IN .ACT, HAD
N~WSR£ADE~S STILL PREVIEWINC THE SUMMIT WHILI THIIR
COMPETITORS WERE R!PORTINC THE POST~OHEMEN~ FLASH. WZ HAYS
ALSO HEARD MANY COHTACTS COMP~IN THAT THE ANNOUNCIRS OFTEN
SEEM LESS ATTR~CTIVE AND MORE AMATEURISH COHPARID TO THEIR
P~ERS ON OTHER ST~TIONS. ONE MA" WHO WORKS IN THE LOCAL
MEDIA SUPPORTS THt IDEA 0' At HUR~, BUT SAID ~H8 ANNOUMCERS
WERE "TERRI BLI. I.
s. A FEW POSITIVE COMMENTS H~V£ BIIM HEARD ABOUT TNI
STATION, SUCH AS THE TAXI DRIVER WHO TOLD us HI IMJOY.D
WATCHING AN I"TERVJBW -ITA SAAD BDDI.S JBRAHIM (ALTHOUGH HI
ALSO PELT THE STATION 'RAISID ISRAIL EXCISSIVZLY), AND
~"OTN£R SAID HE SOMETIMES WATCHES THI NATURE PROGRAMS WITH
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