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Three days before we sent this 
issue of Progress to the printer, 
The Dispatch newspaper staff 

was faced with a unique challenge. For 
various reasons, we were suddenly left 
without a sports department. 

We literally had no employees in that 
department.

For those of you unfamiliar with the 
process of publishing a daily newspaper, 
the weight of this situation may not im-
mediately be apparent. Every morning, there’s a mad 
chorus of activity as we pull together local and na-
tional stories and photos. Barely more than controlled 
chaos, it’s often a miracle the paper gets out each day.

We feel it when one of our staff is missing, much 
less an entire department. So when I say I panicked, I 
mean it.

In the 24 hours following the loss of our sports 
staff, I received an outpouring of support from people 
throughout our organization. A former sports editor 
quickly agreed to come back to work to get a sports 
section out; a layout person who was already maxed 
out said she would help design each day’s sports 
section. I received messages from multiple writers 
volunteering to cover sporting events. A muffin was 
left on my desk the next day, as was a gift certificate 
to my favorite smoothie spot. Half a dozen employees 
made a point to tell me they were sorry I was having 
a rough day.

These weren’t the actions of employees sucking up 

to their boss. I’m lucky enough to be 
surrounded daily by a group of people 
who will do whatever it takes to help 
give birth to a newspaper six days a 
week. They’ll rally behind each other, 
and they’ll rally for the paper.

I’m frequently approached by people 
who tell me they used to work at the 
paper. Even if they have moved on to 
completely unrelated jobs, their time at 
The Dispatch seems to remain vivid. I 

suppose it’s the daily pressure cooker environment 
that makes their newspaper experience so memorable. 
Even when I can tell they didn’t necessarily enjoy the 
job, they always carry very distinct memories.

A Golden Triangle Leadership group toured The 
Dispatch earlier this year. I gave the group a tour of 
the building, and during the tour, I introduced a few 
of our employees, several of whom had been with us 
20-plus years. During the Q&A after the tour some-
one asked how it is that we have so many long term 
employees.

I don’t claim to have the answer to good hiring, but 
I do know that being surrounded by good people who 
understand the importance of working as a team can 
make all the difference in the world when the mess 
hits the fan.

This issue of Progress was finalized in the middle 
of such a mess, though hopefully you won’t be able to 
tell.

Thanks for reading.

M E MOR A BL E cH AOS

From the editor

DesigneD, written anD photographeD by
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Made in the 
golden triangle

Manufacturing

craft snacks for craft beer lovers

Grain ElEvator
troy derego’s entrepreneurial drive has taken him from baking 

breads for the Starkville Community Market to opening a bakery 
on Starkville’s Main Street. it also put him in the winner’s circle 
at January’s 2019 good Food awards in San Francisco, where his 
new Sweet Potato Stout Craft Beer Crackers took national honors 
in the snack category. derego’s business, grain elevator, partners 
with brewers in Mississippi to turn excess grain into nutritious 
foods he now ships to nearly every state. 

n beergraincrackers.com

for our defense 

Stark aEroSpacE
this global aerospace defense contractor produces Un-

manned aerial Systems, sensors and engineering products at its 
120,000-square-foot facility in Columbus. its range of products 
and services supports military troops overseas as well as homeland 
security and civilian missions at home with missions from recon-
naissance to emergency rapid response in even rugged terrain. 
Stark’s hunter MQ-5B tactical Unmanned aerial Vehicle alone 
has supported U.S. army troops since the early 1990s and seen 
over 80,000 combat hours.

n starkaerospace.com
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An AssistAnt for mother nAture

Nativ Nurseries
Mossy Oak Nativ Nurseries in Clay County is dedicated to pro-

viding the most naturally beneficial plants possible to landowners 
and land managers. Whether it’s White Oaks for whitetails, Amer-
ican Beautyberry for songbirds, native flowers for butterflies and 
hummingbirds, landscaping or rare oak hybrids, plant species are 
hand-selected from superior trees that exhibit desired traits. The 
focus is on creating a healthy wildlife habitat for years to come. 

n nativnurseries.com

A soft-spoken depArture from the expected

the Good earth Pottery
Richie Watts’ creative experimentation began in 2000 in 

Starkville when he started producing unique stoneware at the now 
nationally-known Good Earth Pottery. Carlos Caballero joined in 
2002 and the business grew to create more than 35 patterns cele-
brating earthy hues like celery, saffron, indigo and cinnabar, sold 
by retailers throughout the country. Recent new owners, brother 
and sister duo William Moody and Elizabeth Moody in Louisville, 
are carrying on The Good Earth story.

n goodearthgallery.com

todAy’s tires

yokohama tire maNufacturiNG mississiPPi   
The Yokohama Tire Corp. commercial truck tire facility in West 

Point opened in 2015 as the Tokyo-headquartered concern’s first 
U.S.-built plant. Constructed on a 570-acre site, the $300-million 
plant houses manufacturing, warehousing and operations facilities 
and employs more than 600 people. Yokohama Tire Corp. is the 
North American manufacturing and marketing arm of The Yoko-
hama Rubber Co., Ltd. of Japan. Its complete line includes tires 
for passenger cars to mining vehicles.

n yokohamatire.com
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From renewable resources

InternatIonal PaPer/Columbus mIll
Like International Paper mills nationwide, the company’s Co-

lumbus facility makes fiber-based pulp and paper products people 
depend on every day. The Lowndes County mill produces fluff, 
paper grade and specialty pulp products used in diapers, wipes, 
feminine care and other personal hygiene products that promote 
health and wellness. Founded in the late 1970s by Weyerhaeuser, 
the Lowndes County mill joined the IP family in 2016 and employs 
more than 300 people. 

n internationalpaper.com

HealtHcare solutions 

eColab/mICrotek medICal InC.
This Columbus business specializes in the design, manufac-

ture and marketing of an extensive range of innovative product 
solutions for patient care, occupational safety and management 
of potentially infectious and hazardous waste for the health care 
industry. It’s extensive line of infection control, fluid control and 
safety products includes specialty drapes that cover almost every 
type of operating room equipment on the market, from micro-
scopes to laser arms and endoscopic video cameras. 

n microtekmed.com

For weekday workers to weekend warriors

sqwInCher CorP.
Founded in Columbus in 1975, Sqwincher® Corp. has spent 

over 40 years primarily focusing on the industrial market. It was 
acquired in 2015 by Kent Precision Foods Group with the purpose 
of growing the industrial presence and gaining retail placement 
in food service, consumer products and personal nutrition. Ded-
ication to providing quality products and convenient innovative 
packaging has created “Hydration That Works®.” From market 
experience, Sqwincher® learned that no two individuals are alike 
and has developed hydration solutions that fit active lifestyles.

n sqwincher.com

WorDS by Jan swooPe
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In every community, there are those among us who 
lead by quiet example. They seldom hold positions 
of power, nor do they have a title or any official des-

ignation that distinguishes them from their neighbors. 
Yet they are often the ones who, having found their 
own inspiration, serve to make us better people and a 
better community. The spark of imagination they ignite 
through the pursuit of their own dreams, passions and 
curiosity can spread down the street, through a neigh-
bor, across a community. Their stories are an inspiration 
and in the telling of their stories, others may be similarly 
inspired. In each edition, Progress tells the story of three 
of the “Inspired People” of our community.

3  InsPIred PeoPle

ProfIles bY Slim Smith
PhoTos bY Steven PerkinS

PROFILES
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Noxubee County doesn’t have an animal shel-
ter. It doesn’t have an animal control officer. 
Nor does it have a dog rescue or foster parent 

organization.
What Noxubee County does have is Jeanette Unruh, 

who since 2012 has been a one-woman combination of 
all those services. And she does it all for free.

As it is with most Inspired People, Unruh simply saw 
an unmet need and stepped in to provide it.

“No one was doing it, so I just started,” said Unruh. 
“I had no idea where I was going with it, even what I 
could do with it. I just thought I’d do what I could as 
best I could.”

Those efforts have gone far beyond what Unruh 
could have ever imagined.

Since 2012, she estimates she has sent 1,500 to 1,800 
unwanted dogs and puppies to Sweet Paws Rescue, a 

rescue/adoption service based in Massachusetts.
“I couldn’t do it without them,” Unruh said. “They 

take every dog I get, no questions asked. They also pro-
vide the food and vet care. Without them, and without 
the vet school at Mississippi State, it just wouldn’t work. 
The vet school does all the spay/neuter for free, so 
that’s a tremendous cost I don’t have to worry about.”

Night or day, day-in and day-out, Unruh is ready to 
collect a stray or unwanted dog. She’s long since quit 
trying to estimate the hours she has devoted.

The payoff for Unruh is the impact her efforts are 
beginning to make

“In Macon, we’re doing good,” Unruh said. “You 
hardly ever see a stray dog anymore. But in Brooksville 
and Shuqualak, it’s still just a mess, to be honest. We’ve 
got a long way to go.”

J E A N ET TE U N RU H



Allison Buehler has a lot to say, but there is one 
phrase you won’t hear from her lips:

“Somebody ought to do something about 
that.”

For the Starkville mother of three, when Buehler sees 
a problem, her instincts are to dive right in and worry 
about who’s joining her effort later.

“I guess I got that from my dad,” Buehler said. “He’s 
the same way. He’s a retired Presbyterian minister and 
he’s all over the place down in Hattiesburg where he 
lives.”

In 2010, Buehler established the Homestead Educa-
tion Center, which she runs out of her home and online. 
Its mission is to provide what Buehler calls “purposeful 
living for better health, home and community,” with 
programs, classes, retreats and workshops designed to 
empower people and improve the lives of those in their 
community.

The seeds for the center began earlier when Buehler 
began teaching adult literacy classes at Emerson Family 
School.

“Really, I needed a break from the kids,” she said. 
“So I started teaching a couple of days a week. Then I 
got involved with the King Center and started teaching 
classes there.”

Four years ago, as a part of the Homestead Educa-
tion’s Center’s outreach, Buehler started the Helping 
Hands project. Held each November, Helping Hands is 
an online fund-raising effort to address a specific need in 
the community.

Helping Hands has raised from $6,000 needed to re-
pair a roof for a family to $25,000 this year for a literacy 
program.

“The idea is to identify a specific need, something we 
can address, a problem we can solve,” Buehler said

Three years ago, Helping Hands raised $38,000 to 
repair the roof at the King Center. This past year, when 
she was told that black children rarely ever encounter 
black characters or stories told from the perspective 
of black children, she raised $25,000 to fund a series 
of illustrated children’s chapter books featuring black 
characters written by a black author. 

Most recently, Buehler has thrown her energy into 
helping assist low-income families find affordable hous-
ing in a city where those options are limited.

For Buehler, the urge to dive into the problems peo-
ple face in her community is instinctive.

“I’ve just always felt that when we see a problem in 
our community, it’s our responsibility to help,” she said.

A L L ISON BUEH L ER
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As parents of a disabled child, Larry and Debby 
Taylor have always known plenty about perse-
verance. 

So, for 14 years of frustration and delays, the Taylors 
kept pushing toward their dream, a dream inspired 
by their son, Nick, whose passion for baseball defied 
disability.

The Taylors belong to a group called Golden 
Triangle Outdoors, a nonprofit that provides outdoor 
experiences for children and adults with disabilities; 
everything from hunting to fishing to boating.

For the Taylors, that meant baseball, too.
“He just loved baseball,” Larry Taylor says. “That 

was always his thing.”
In 2004, Golden Triangle Outdoors and the Taylors 

began pursuing a plan to build a special facility specifi-
cally designed for disabled players.

The group’s fund-raising effort fell well short of the 
estimated $400,000 needed to complete the facility at 
Propst Park and efforts to convince city and county 
government officials to help fund the project languished 
for years.

“Nothing really ever happened with that, though,” 

Larry said. “It was frustrating. I’ll admit that there were 
times when I just wanted to through my hands up.”

But the Taylors and their friends persisted until, 
finally, both the city and county agreed to provide the 
funding needed to build what they dubbed the “Field of 
Dreams.”

On May 7, the field was officially opened at Propst 
Park, but the young man whose love of baseball fueled 
the long-delayed project was not there to celebrate the 
occasion.

Nick Taylor died in 2013 at age 27.
Although the Field of Dreams came too late for their 

son to enjoy it, the Taylors were on hand for the open-
ing day, comforted by the knowledge that their son’s 
dream had come true.

“They dedicated the field in his name,” Debby Tay-
lor said. “It was a special day because Nick would have 
enjoyed it so much. He wasn’t there that day, but it still 
felt like hallelujah time.

“We feel like God gave us Nick to show us what we 
needed to do,” she said. “Even though he’s gone, his 
spirit lives on through the field and watching the other 
kids enjoy it so much.”

L A R RY A N D DEBBY TAY LOR



The rear of the Communiversity/Courtesy photo
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Now that the 2-percent restaurant sales 
tax has passed, Columbus’ park im-
provement projects can keep moving 

forward.
The city has earmarked the $400,000 antici-

pated revenue from the tax for the continuance 
of repairs on Propst Park and the Terry Brown 
Amphitheater, both of which are still in different 
phases of construction.

The $1.6 million vision for Propst Park in-
cludes the upgrading of all four sports fields, new 
lights for those fields, and a new park entrance.

Phase I of the amphitheater refurbishment 
project concluded in 2017. Phase II – which is 
estimated to cost roughly $2.5 million – would 
spruce up the concession and ticket stands, 
the restrooms and the fence surrounding the 
property. The city also purchased the property 
beside the Plaza Motel and plans to turn it into a 
parking lot. If the additional 1-percent restaurant 

sales tax requested by the city passes through the 
Legislature, those funds would be put toward 
paying an outside entity to manage and maintain 
the amphitheater instead of continuing to have 
the city do so.

“We’d like to have someone who knows what 
they’re doing (manage the property),” Columbus 
Mayor Robert Smith said.

Both projects should begin in June. The city 
will take out a general obligation bond of about 
$4.5 million to fund both refurbishment projects, 
and that bond will be repaid by the restaurant 
tax revenue.

County park improvements
The county purchased the 89-acre Penn-Tay-

lor Farm near West Lowndes High School for 
$890,000 last year. Lowndes County administra-
tor Ralph Billingsley said the land is intended for 
a future sports complex, but no concrete devel-

Ca PI Ta L I M PRov e M e N TS 
T H RougHou T ToW N

Columbus and lowndes use savings, bonds 
for sundry major projeCts

lowndes county
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opment plans have been made. Meanwhile, the county 
is still paying the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Parks $500 per month to rent three base-
ball fields and a football field at Lake Lowndes State 
Park near New Hope.

Construction on a $1.2 million horse park/arena 
on Tom Rose Road is well underway. Expected to be 
complete by May 2019, the park will be home to local 
4-H livestock shows and East Mississippi Community 
College rodeo shows.

Fire station construction
The future Fire Station 4 for Columbus Fire and Res-

cue sits empty on Airline Road. However, new designs 
for the 10,000 square-foot facility were completed in 
late January, and a bid for construction is expected to Photo by Chris McDill

Propst Park/Photo by Luisa Porter
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be accepted by the end of February.
The building only a mile west of the city’s 

current Fire Station 4 was originally scheduled to 
be completed in late 2017 or early 2018. Con-
struction halted in 2018 after city officials learned 
plans for the building’s interior were going to 
be more expensive than expected. There is no 
definitive word yet on how much the current 
construction is expected to cost.

The Columbus Crime Lab will expand into 
the old Fire Station 4 building, Smith said. The 
new Crime Lab will have space for showers, 
offices and other facilities.

Retail RecRuitment
The Retail Coach, a retail recruitment and 

development firm based in Tupelo, has identified 
17 retailers who “showed interest” in establishing 
retail locations in Columbus. 

The mayor assigned Joe Dillon, the city’s 
public relations coordinator, to work with The 
Retail Coach on identifying retailers who might 
consider doing business in Columbus. A detailed 
report on the group’s efforts is due to the city 
council by the end of February.

The future of Leigh Mall, once an attraction 
for many interested businesses, remains uncer-
tain. Twenty-seven properties, including the 
mall, were put up for sale after the owners, Se-
curity National Properties, went into foreclosure 
last year. According to Lowndes County Tax 
Assessor-Collector Greg Andrews, there has been 
no sale or deed filed for the property. Jones Lang 

LaSalle Americas (JLL), the Chicago-based real 
estate company currently managing the mall, 
paid taxes on the property on Jan. 31, Andrews 
said.

constRuction neaR HigHway 82
Columbus received a $5 million grant from the 

Mississippi Department of Transportation to add 
streetlights, traffic signals and an additional lane 
to several Highway 82 exits. Columbus-based 
Gregory Construction will begin the projects on 
five ramps in late March or April.

A new traffic signal will be installed at the end 
of the 18th Street exit off Highway 82 west-
bound. The exit ramp will also be widened to 
accommodate an extra lane.

The Highway 82 eastbound Military Road 
exit will soon be illuminated by brighter street-
lights. Just down the road, the intersection of 
Woodmont Drive and Military Road will receive 
a new streetlight and an updated signal control-
ler, as well as two new utility poles.

Elsewhere along Highway 82, Atmos Energy 
opened their new regional office building on 
South Frontage Road just past the Macon/Me-
ridian exit this February. The new facility will 
replace Columbus, Starkville and West Point 
offices with one central location. Atmos’ former 
Main Street office is for sale. A church and two 
other industrial buildings along South Frontage 
Road are still under construction.

SToRy by amande lien

Lowndes County Horse Park/Photo by Chris McDill
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Business

In Starkville, there is a set of hackberry trees 
just off South Montgomery Road. 

Developer Saunders Ramsey remembers 
opening the gate to his grandparent’s dairy farm 
when he was a little boy just under the same trees 
which now greet homeowners to the Adelaide 
traditional neighborhood. 

In 2013, Ramsey started a development com-
pany, Live Adelaide, in an effort to preserve the 
best moments of the childhood he spent on his 
family’s 500-acre property. He recalls spending 
his summers camping, hanging out with friends 
and catching catfish. He wanted to create a 
neighborhood around those childhood moments. 
He wanted to create a neighborhood that takes 
people back in time, where nature and people 
were the center. 

“It’s where new meets the old,” Ramsey said. 
“We are going way back to before conventional 
subdivisions. We’re using the ability to influence 
behavior through design.”  

The Adelaide neighborhood, which is named 
after Ramsey’s grandmother, sells individual lots 
and allows families to build their houses from the 
ground up. Ramsey said the homes follow three 
different styles: Creole, Acadian and French 
colonial, adding a Louisiana flair to Starkville. 

Those style houses were chosen, Ramsey said, 
because they have stood the test of time. He 
hopes to have a timeless neighborhood built to 
preserve his grandmother’s footprint and impact 
in Starkville.  

“My grandmother, she’s very special to our 
family,” Ramsey said. “The way she treated 
people, that’s how we are trying to treat this 
property. We wanted her name to be carefully 
preserved and that story is something special to 
have.” 

Phase one was completed in 2017, with 18 lots 
and phase two is under way with 33 lots, 12 of 
which have already been purchased. 

The idea, Ramsey said, is to create a neigh-
borhood where people sit on their front porches, 
gather together and socialize while walking their 
dogs or playing with children. With the garages 
in the rear of the houses, and large front porch-
es facing the roads, Ramsey said it encourages 
that social lifestyle he remembers when he was 
younger. 

The grand plan for Adelaide extends beyond 
just that though. Ramsey envisions having mar-
kets, convenience stores and community gardens 
within walking distance of each house. And even 
though he’s developing the property, Ramsey is 

A  n eW k I n D oF oL D
New ways to live

iN the GoldeN triaNGle



trying to bolster the landscape of that same farm 
he remembered as a child. 

“When you preserved the characteristics, 
they’re still with us,” Ramsey said. “You’ve 
preserved the spiritual side. We’re creating that 
sense of place here.”

New life iN old apartmeNts
Ramsey is revisiting an older type of a lifestyle, 

a more sociable one. In Columbus, Guy Mackey, 
co-owner of The Granite Guys, has given a new 
heartbeat to two older apartment complexes. 
Mackey purchased College Manor, at the corner 
of 11th and College Street, and Park Manor, in 
Lee Park, more than three years ago. Since then, 
he started revitalizing and finishing the apart-
ments, which were originally built in the early 
1970s. 

“Nothing had been done to them in 30 or 40 
years,” Mackey said. “We didn’t anticipate going 
to the extent that we did, but it made sense to 

focus on getting it done right. And that’s a great 
thing for the community.” 

Now, the apartments sit nearly unrecognizable 
from their former selves, with complete reno-
vations inside and out. Mackey repainted the 
outside, added new roofs, completed bathroom 



and kitchen renovations and added stainless steel 
appliances. 

“It just really dated back to the 70s,” Mackey 
said. “We gave it a nice facelift though.” 

If the right project comes along, Mackey said 
he might look to restore more dated apartments. 

Elsewhere in Columbus, developer Scott Berry 
continues with his project of breathing new life 
into the former Lee High School building on 
Military Road. Phase one of that project includes 
transforming classrooms into loft apartments. 
Clean up and restoration began just after Berry 
purchased the property in June. Like Mackey, 
who saw an investment opportunity and a way 
to revitalize a “sore sport,” Berry saw the same 

opportunity each time he drove past the vacant 
school. 

“I saw what was going on there, people break-
ing in and I just hated it,” Berry said. “I passed 
by it daily. One day we decided to pull the 
trigger. We felt like it was a valuable economic 
adventure.” 

Berry said the Lofts at Lee will have 16 
two-bedroom apartments and seven one-bed-
room apartments ranging from 750-1,300 square 
feet. If all goes as planned, the Lofts will open 
by this fall. While trying to preserve the historic 
high school, Berry said he has decided to leave 
the classroom hallways just as they were when 
the school was in session. With lockers lining the 
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hallways, the original classroom doors as entries into the lofts and even 
the original intercom hanging in the corner, Berry said he hopes it 
brings people back. 

“If you’re familiar with the school, once you get into the old apart-
ments, there’s no doubt you’ll know where you are,” Berry said. 

StORy By Mary Pollitz
AdElAIdE PhOtOS By osvaldo Ballesteros Garcia
All OthER PhOtOS By chris Jenkins

Lee High

Lee High







In Oktibbeha County and Starkville, an array 
of projects are underway to build a founda-
tion for the future.

The largest of these is perhaps the joint city 
and county industrial park presently under con-
struction at the northeast corner of the Highway 
182-Highway 389 intersection. The park, which 
officials expect to be completed later this year, 
is the culmination of a long effort to make room 
for a new, stronger industrial base in Oktibbeha 
County.

Oktibbeha County has what was originally 
planned to be an industrial site at Cornerstone 
Park, on Highway 25 in west Starkville, but ma-
jor industrial development never took off at the 
site due to a lack of power availability.

In 2015, a 326-acre site near the intersec-
tion of Highway 25 and Highway 182 was 
abandoned due to the likely presence of Native 
American cultural artifacts that would have been 
costly to remove.

The new industrial site has seen challenges of 
its own. Landowners near the property filed suit 
to challenge the city’s rezoning of the nearly 400-
acre site. The courts — at the circuit level and, in 
January, the state Court of Appeals — have thus 
far ruled in the project’s favor.

The case has been appealed to the Supreme 
Court, and officials expect an end to the matter 
in the coming months.

In the meantime, work is pressing on and 
the industrial park is taking shape. Mayor Lynn 
Spruill said she’s optimistic about the site.

“I think we’re going to see some activity 
there in the not-too-distant future,” Spruill said. 
“I think the lawsuit is going to be settled in a 
reasonable period of time. In the meantime, we 
have not stopped our work up there because no 
matter what happens, it’s going to be an area 
that’s viable for business.”

Oktibbeha County Board of Supervisors Pres-
ident Orlando Trainer said the park should help 

Bu I L dI Ng
A fOu N dAT ION

Oktibbeha COunt y, Starkville lOOk tO l ay 
grOundwOrk fOr future SuCCeSS

Oktibbeha cOunty

27
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improve the county’s economic strength. With 
East Mississippi Community College’s Commu-
niversity — a workforce training-focused facility 
on Highway 82 in Lowndes County — soon to 
open, he said everything is lining up to give Ok-
tibbeha County the best shot it’s had to buttress 
its industrial base.

“Everything is moving along as expected,” 
Trainer said. “Of course, we had some opposi-
tion but we expected that. The beauty of it is that 
we know that eventually, we’ll have the green 
light to advance that park as high as we need to 
advance. There are some hurdles we’ll have to 
pass before we get to that point, but I’m encour-
aged at the investment we’ve made so far.” 

Spruill said the hope for the industrial park 
is that it will bring more mid-level jobs to the 
community that will enhance the quality of life 
and allow more people to enjoy life in Starkville. 
She said that she also hopes the city’s existing in-
dustries, such as Flexsteel, Nucor and Southwire, 
continue to thrive.

“We’ve had businesses in the community in 
our industrial park area in the southwest portion 
of town for 50-plus years. Some of those folks 
who are there have grown and expanded and we 
want the folks who are currently in town to be 
successful and expand.”

Cornerstone Park
The city has plans that could make Corner-

stone Park a key economic driver in the area.
Starkville is looking to build a major tour-

nament-ready park and recreation facility at 
Cornerstone Park. 

Many details are still to be decided, such as 
exactly how many fields the city wants to put 
into the proposed park, and a bill is currently 
going through the state Legislature to authorize 
a one-percent increase on Starkville’s hotel and 
food and beverage taxes to help fund the project.

A base plan for the park includes 12 diamond 
fields, a multi-purpose facility and infrastructure 
work to support it for an estimated $18.5 million. 
The park’s master plan allows for other options, 
such as additional fields, walking trails, an RV 
park and other amenities that could push the cost 
to about $22 million.

Spruill said the goal is for the park to be one 
that citizens can use on a day-to-day basis, but is 
also ready to host major tournaments.

Those tournaments, she said, can help drive 
economic growth and make Starkville a more 
well-rounded community.

“When people come from out of town to go to 
these sports tournaments, which they do almost 
every weekend, then you have people staying 

Industrial park under construction
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two and three days — particularly at quiet times 
in the community,” she said. “So, summers 
when there aren’t any ballgames and there’s not 
anything going on at the university, this would 
offer us an opportunity to have things going on 
year-round.”

Infrastructure work
Starkville and Oktibbeha County are making 

strides in infrastructure projects.
Oktibbeha County is moving ahead with a 

project to pave Longview Road, which residents 
in the area have wanted for decades.

Trainer said the county is also inching toward 
beginning work on a long-needed improvement 
project on Blackjack Road. The project will 
extend east from Blackjack’s intersection with 
Stone Boulevard to its intersection with Bardwell 
Road.

Trainer said it will include widening the road, 
making drainage improvements, repaving and 
laying the groundwork for future improvements 
such as lighting and sidewalks.

“It’s moving at a slower pace than we thought, 
but it’s moving on to a point where we can 
almost taste that project being bid and awarded 

and probably started before the end of 2019,” 
Trainer said. “We’re very excited about that 
potential project.”

In Starkville, work is under way on a massive 
undertaking to completely replace the city’s 
oldest water and sewer infrastructure. The city is 
currently working to replace old water and sewer 
lines in Pleasant Acres. 

Once that work is complete, it will move to 
the Green Oaks neighborhood, then Rolling 
Hills and on from there. Spruill said it’s a very 
long-term project, but is one she feels the city is 
obligated to tackle.

“A city lives for hundreds of years – thousands 
of years, you hope,” she said. “Taking care of it 
is part of our obligation and looking forward to 
it is not just looking forward to tomorrow but 20 
years from now.”

Growth contInues
The growth that has fueled Starkville and 

Oktibbeha County hasn’t shown any signs of 
stopping. 

New developments, such as Midtown near the 
Starkville Public Libary or the Grand Junction 
residential development in the Cotton District 
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and the College View student apartments at Mississippi 
State, continue to show a community that’s growing, 
even as other areas in Mississippi face population loss.

It’s not all about large developments though. Spruill 
pointed out some smaller quality of life improvements, 
such as lighting the trees along Main Street to enhance 
the corridor’s festive feel.

“I just think it speaks to us being a place where 
people can reach their potential, as well as us working 
to reach ours,” she said. 

The city is looking to annex land to its east, along 
the Highway 82  and 182 corridors, as well as on the 
east side of MSU’s campus, to capture some of the 
growth that’s come in that area.

Trainer said he understands why the city is looking 
at the area, and doesn’t see the area’s growth stopping 
either way.

“Our county is going to grow regardless,” he said. 
“It’s going to grow with our assistance and we’re going 
to be involved in it, or it’s going to grow without our 
assistance and we see what’s happening out there in 
those areas where you don’t have anything in place 
to assist growth. Growth is something that’s going to 
happen.”

STORy by Alex HollowAy
PHOTOS by Jim lytle
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HOME SALE TRENDS

lowndes CoUnTY

okTibbeha CoUnTY

  Homes Sold:  288  2%

  Median Sales Price:  $149,900  11%

  Avg Days on the Market:  118  -2%

  Most Expensive Home Sold:  $785,000

   Largest Home Sold:   6 ,400 sf  
(is most expensive)

  Smallest Home Sold:  856 sf

  Homes Sold:  223  13%

  Median Sales Price:  $213,000  3%

  Avg Days on the Market:  136  11%

  Most Expensive Home Sold:  $650,000

   Largest Home Sold:   4 ,305 sf  
(is most expensive) 

  Smallest Home Sold:  660 sf

REAL EStAtE MEtRicS fRoM JuLy - DEcEMbER 2018 
coMPARED to tHE SAME PERioD in 2017

SponSored by Century 21 doriS Hardy & aSSoCiateS, LLC

REAL ESTATE
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Noxubee CouNTY

  Homes Sold:  12  9%

  Median Sales Price:  $53,000  29%

  Avg Days on the Market:  148  -44%

  Most Expensive Home Sold:  $123,000

   Largest Home Sold:   3 ,822 sf  
(is not most expensive)

  Smallest Home Sold:  812 sf

ClaY CouNTY

  Homes Sold:  52  11%

  Median Sales Price:  $94,000  -20%

  Avg Days on the Market:  226  40%

  Most Expensive Home Sold:  $850,000

   Largest Home Sold:   8 ,000 sf  
(is most expensive)

  Smallest Home Sold:  775 sf

SponSored by Century 21 doriS Hardy & aSSoCiateS, LLC

Continued on page 35





35

Number of houses built by year raNge

reNtal rates

   < $500/mo   $500-999   $1000-1499   $1500-1999   $2000-2499

  Lowndes   Clay  Oktibbeha   Noxubee

25

208
420

55

3194

3369

548 598

SponSored by Century 21 doriS Hardy & aSSoCiateS, LLC

Pages 32 and 33: Data courtesy of Greater Golden Triangle Realtors. This information is deemed to be reliable but not 
guaranteed. This does not reflect homes sold by owner or other homes not listed in MLS sold in these areas.

This page: Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Continued from page 33

BUiLDiNG AND RENTAL TRENDS

156

659

735

   $2500-$2999   $3000+
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At hom e w i t h m A r k 
CA st l eber ry

With the Mill project behind hiM, 
the area’s Most prolific developer 

anticipates his next ‘ itch’

Cover story

For the past 20 years, Mark Castleberry has built a reputation as the most prolific 
commercial developer in the Golden Triangle.

Since his first project in 1998  – the Tower Center in West Point – the 
transplanted Californian has developed 18 properties, everything from strip malls to 
residential, restaurants, hotels and what he calls his crowing achievement – The Mill at 
MSU in Starkville.

Along the way, he’s learned almost everything there is to know about credit.
Except for how to take it.
“Never,” said Golden Triangle Development LINK CEO Joe Max Higgins. “I’ve 

known Mark for probably 13 years and we’ve worked very closely with him on a lot of 
things. He’s very accomplished on a lot of things, but what you know, you’ll have to get 
that from somebody else because he won’t tell it.”

Castleberry seems to sort of shrug off compliments. His success, he attributes largely 
to others.

“What I’ve been able to do is assemble a good team and listen to them,” he said. “It 
may sound cocky, but I guess my main contribution is having a sense of the big picture 
and that means paying attention to the details.”

From Furniture to concrete to strip malls
Castleberry grew up in Long Beach, California, and it would be fair to say that his 

path toward becoming a dynamic commercial developer was a circuitous one.
Initially, he studied industrial development, but after attending five colleges without 

earning a degree, he took a job with the Kimball Co. in Indiana. Although best known 
for its pianos, Kimball was also the country’s biggest manufacturer of wood office 
furniture. Working in the company’s furniture engineering department, Castleberry 
did well. He left Kimball for a job with a small office furniture manufacturer in Seattle 
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where he was in charge of the company’s design 
and engineering.

In 1992, Castleberry moved with his wife, 
Lisa, and their two children to West Point, where 
he bought a small ready-mix concrete company. 
It wouldn’t be the last time Castleberry made a 
dramatic shift in plans.

“My wife is from Batesville and by that time 
we wanted to be closer to family,” he said. “So 
I bought this small concrete company. I didn’t 
think much about what was next.”

His timing turned out to be excellent. He 
arrived in West Point during a major highway 
project and some big manufacturing projects. He 
wound up selling his small company to APAC 
after about five years.

By then, he had already started to dabble in 
commercial development.

“Concrete is a very cyclical business,” Castle-
berry said. “When the trucks are rolling, you’re 
making money. When they’re not, there’s a large 
sucking sound. So I started doing some small 
developments.”

For the next 10 years, Castleberry worked 
primarily on smaller retail projects and office 

buildings.
Contractor Wayne Jones and designer Penny 

Bowen worked with him on many of those proj-
ects and both said Castleberry was easy to work 
with.

“He’s a fine person, he really is,” Jones said. 
“He’s always looking out to make sure that you 
don’t get the bad end of the deal. He wants it to 
work for everybody. He’s not a greedy person. 
He’s easy to work with, but don’t get me wrong: 
nobody’s going to run over him.”

Bowen said she always admired Castleberry’s 
commitment to quality.

“One of the things I’ve always enjoyed about 
working with Mark is that he’s going to do things 
right. He doesn’t cut corners. He’s also a great 
listener. He really wants to know what you think. 
He might not always agree, certainly, but when 
he’s signed on something, he trusts you to do the 
job. At that point, his involvement is more like, 
‘What can I do to help?’”

Hotels and beyond
Around 2006, Castleberry bought 14 acres on 

18th Avenue in Columbus, ultimately building 

The Mill/Courtesy Photo



three hotels and leasing sites that would become a restaurant and a bank.
“That’s in my mind where he stepped up from the garden-variety to some-

thing bigger,” Higgins said of Castleberry’s development shift. “I remember 
thinking, ‘That cat, everything he says he’ll do, he does.’”

At the time, it had been 13 years since a new hotel had been built in Colum-
bus. The idea that Columbus needed more hotel rooms was a head-scratcher in 
some circles. 

It was a project that literally changed the landscape of the hotel industry in 
Columbus. Since that first hotel, four more new ones have opened in the city. 
Castleberry is reluctant to assume the title of visionary.

“I don’t want to take credit for having the back-knowledge of the hotel busi-
ness,” Castleberry said. “Really, Greg Friedman of the Peachtree Group is the 
brains of the outfit. Greg and his group identified that in Columbus there was a 
need for more business-friendly hotels because of the growth of industry in the 
area. It wasn’t necessarily the number of hotels, but the kind of hotels that were 
needed.”

The project, completed in 2010, sparked a renaissance of development along 
18th Avenue, but a few years later, Castleberry tackled what is now considered 
his landmark development – The Mill at MSU, a project that Higgins described 
as the most complex project he had seen in his 30 years in economic develop-
ment.

New life for aN old project
The plan to redevelop Mississippi State’s old physical plant – originally built as 

a Cotton Mill in 1902 – had been around since 2002. Three different developers 
had contracts for the project, but the first shovel of dirt hadn’t been turned by 
the time the project came up for a Request for Proposal (RFP) in 2012.

Castleberry won the contract over two other developers.

The Mill under construction/Photo by Luisa Porter





“People think I’m some kind of financial 
genius, but I’m alarmingly ignorant about those 
things,” he said. “More than anything, it was a 
gut feeling. I saw it and said, ‘Now, there’s an 
very interesting project. I don’t know what it is 
yet, but yeah, we can do it.’ It wasn’t a lot more 
sophisticated than that.”

The decision to take on The Mill project may 
not have been sophisticated, but the project itself 
definitely was.

The complexity of the project, particularly 
financing what would turn out to be a $57-mil-
lion project and the permitting required by each 
of the entities, was almost overwhelming. There 
were times Castleberry wondered if the project 
could be done.

“To give you an idea of what I’m talking 
about,” Castleberry said. “It took 22 months and 
$2.1 million just in legal work to get the financing 
and permitting. It took 14 months to build. So 
two-thirds of the time was spent on financing and 
permitting. It was a bear.”

The Mill project was completed in 2015 and 
has been given rave reviews. It has also ushered 
in a boom of development in the area of the city 
that borders the university, an area Castleberry 
said was badly underdeveloped.

Castleberry has built retail property – cur-
rently home to two restaurants – on Mill Street, 
which runs beside his flagship development. 

Behind that, sits his new home, built on a lot he 
purchased through a tax sale, which was used for 
a construction trailer during The Mill’s construc-
tion.

The home features some materials salvaged 
from the project, most notably large wooden 
beams that are a prominent feature of the open 
design of the roughly 3,500 sq. ft. home.

From his front yard, Castleberry can see his 
signature project. It remains a source of great 
pride, as does the 18th Avenue hotel project in 
Columbus.

“Everybody thinks they have the cutest baby, 
but yeah, I’m proud of The Mill,” he said. “It’s 
kind of sad, too, though because it makes me 
wonder if I’m ever going to do a project that cool 
again. 

“I’m proud of the hotel development, too,” 
he added. “People can’t see it, but I remember 
when we came in, the property was eight feet 
lower than it is now. We literally put a million 
dollars in retaining walls and another million 
dollars in fill dirt. We raised the whole property 
by eight feet. That was neat. Boys and their toys 
stuff.”

Looking to the future
Castleberry believes development will contin-

ue in Starkville at a modest pace.
Columbus, he said, is more of an enigma.

41
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“Columbus has many strengths that have helped attract retail de-
velopment... But Columbus has its weaknesses that are causing some 
to choose not to come,” he said. “The two I hear most are the loss of 
population and crime.”

“I think people in Columbus have to ask themselves if doing the 
same thing (they’ve been doing) will help these issues or do we need 
change,” he added.

Castleberry has been generous with his time and energy in helping 
his community. He’s a member of the Columbus-Lowndes Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, the Columbus Redevelopment Authority 
and the Lowndes Community Foundation.

“People have been good to me and my family and I want to do 
what I can to give back,” he said.

He admits that a part of his motivation is self-interest, to a degree.
“We have over $100 million invested in the Golden Triangle, so 

I wouldn’t be very smart if I didn’t want to be knowledgeable about 
its health,” he said. “I don’t see that as a negative. I’m proud of the 
work the CVB has done in portraying Columbus in a positive light. 
Being on the CRA board, meant I couldn’t participate directly in 
any of the development, but I’m proud of the CRA’s role in getting 
the Lee High property back on the tax rolls.”

What’s next?
While some developers are content to find their niche and stick to 

it, Castleberry has never been that way.
“The easiest thing to build is a square, right?” he said, laughing. 

“I don’t know if I get bored doing the same kinds of projects. My 
mom used to quote her grandfather, who said that some people are 
too dumb to know what they can’t do. 

“I guess as my career has gone, I’ve always been open to change,” 
he said. “If I wanted to move, I moved. If I didn’t like something or 
thought something else might be better, I’d scratch that itch.

“I do like to learn, so maybe that’s it,” he added. “My parents 
were educated people, but they always wanted to learn, have new 
experiences. Blame it on my parents, I guess.”

Because, as usual, Mark Castleberry sure isn’t going to take the 
credit.

STORy By slim smith
COVER And KITCHEn PHOTOS By steven Perkins
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Several construction projects are under way 
in West Point and Clay County, including 
a $4 million new court complex on Main 

Street in West Point. The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Transportation has also designated more 
than $1.75 million for road projects through its 
Emergency Road and Bridge repair program. 
And the entire region is expected to benefit from 

thousands of people traveling to Clay County 
and surrounding areas for the USGA’s 2019 U.S. 
Women’s Amateur Championship to be held at 
Old Waverly Golf Club. 

A new court complex
Much of Clay County’s court system will move 

into a new building in West Point later this year.

PR EPA R i nG fOR CROW DS
Count y renovates building for new Court 
spaCe as old waverly preps for thousands 

at u.s. women’s amateur

Clay County

west point’s marshall park / photo by deanna robinson
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Construction began last year on a new court 
complex on Main Street in an old grocery store 
building which the county purchased from Re-
gional Mental Health Foundation in May 2018.  
The county is financing about $4 million in a 
lease-purchase agreement with Golden Triangle 
Planning and Development District. 

The county bought the vacant building in 
April 2018 for $200,000 – less than half of what 
the cost would have been to construct a new 
building. Benchmark Construction Company is 
handling the renovations.

The new complex will house courtrooms and 
office spaces for Clay County’s circuit and justice 
courts, including offices for the circuit clerk and 
justice clerk. The chancery court and clerk’s 
office will remain in the county’s current building 
on Court Street.

Currently all the courts and clerks’ offices are 
held in the Court Street complex, which addi-
tionally houses the Tax Assessor’s Office. The 
building has only two courtrooms, and Chancery 
Clerk Amy Berry says during the first day of a 
term of circuit court, when up to 150 extra peo-
ple show up for jury duty, the building is packed 
to capacity, and courthouse employees have to 
park several blocks away.

“There were safety concerns,” Berry said, add-
ing there is only one set of stairs in the building 
easily accessible to the public. “There were space 
issues – plus trying to facilitate where they could 
have more criminal trials with the jury box, and 

then parking.”
The new building will have three courtrooms, 

two of which will hold jury boxes, meaning they 
can be used for trial courts. The third courtroom 
can house justice court or circuit court judges for 
hearings and other court business not requiring 
a jury. 

Both Berry and Clay County Board of Super-
visors President R.B. Davis emphasized that by 
renovating an already-existing building instead of 
constructing a new complex, the county is saving 
the taxpayers at least $4 million.

“I think the cost was more than double to 
build,” Berry said.

County officials are hopeful the courthouse 
will be completed in late spring or early summer, 
just in time for the June circuit court term.

‘Quite the crowd’ at old 
waverly Golf tournament

The Golden Triangle is expecting several 
thousand people from all over the world for the 
U.S. Women’s Amateur Golf Tournament at 
Old Waverly Golf Club in August.

Old Waverly’s Director of Golf Chris Jester 
said the tournament will attract “quite a crowd” 
with 156 golfers to start out, along with their 
families, USGA golf officiants and fans attending 
to watch the tournament. 

Jester said it’s an honor for Old Waverly to 

New Court Complex
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be chosen to host the tournament, which he said will see some of the best 
female amateur golfers in the world. 

“Obviously we have a relationship with USGA, so that they think our 
course is good enough to hold a championship like this, that’s always nice,” 
Jester said. “And just knowing what it’s going to mean for the area and 
the state in general. ... It’s going to bring a lot of attention to the Golden 
triangle and Mississippi in general.”

Old Waverly has already begun preparations, with a committee putting 
together hospitality services, player services, and course prep, Jester said. 
he anticipates there will be 300 volunteers who have helped put the event 
together by the time it’s over.

the tournament is Aug. 2-11. Registration and practice rounds will be 
held the first three days and stroke rounds will commence Aug. 5. Fol-
lowing two rounds of stroke play, the tournament will cut to 64 players 
beginning Aug. 7. Jester said there will be live converge of the tournament 
on Fox Sports 1.

This will be the first time in Old Waverly’s history that is has hosted the 
Women’s Amateur Championship. Waverly hosted the UCGA Women’s 
Open Tournament in 1999 and the Women’s Mid-Amateur (for players 25 
and over) in 2006.

Jester said Old Waverly is inviting members of the public to attend the 
tournament, offering complimentary tickets. The event is family-friendly.

rebuIldIng brIdges
MDOT has earmarked more than $1.75 million to Clay County for 

work on two major roads as part of the MDOt Emergency Road and 
bridge repair program.

Last year, the Mississippi Legislature delegated $250 million for the 
program, and counties competed for funding for different projects all over 
the state.

the larger of Clay’s two projects is a bridge repair on Caradine-County 
Line Road (houston/Starkville Road) in the western part of the county. A 
320-foot bridge on that road has been closed since last year due to structur-
al damage. MDOt appointed $1.17 million to build a new bridge.

the other project, for which MDOt delegated $610,000, is a short-
er bridge (less than 100 feet) on Mhoon Valley Road off Highway 50 in 
western Clay County. Like the bridge on Caradine-County Line Road, the 
bridge was closed last year until a new one could be built.





At least five Noxubee County farming op-
erations are benefiting from a multi-mil-
lion dollar land and irrigation infrastruc-

ture investment in Noxubee County.

California-based Fall Line Capital has pur-
chased 7,000 acres of farmland – including a 
4,500-acre tract between Brooksville and Macon 
and 2,500 acres east of Brooksville – that it has 

CoNservat ioN F ueLs
agr iCu Lt u r a L progr ess

L arge L and and infrastructure projects 
are in various stages of compLetion

48   progress

Noxubee CouNty
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leased to local farmers.
Since 2016, the operation has dug reservoirs of 

200 and 170 acres, respectively, on those proper-
ties and begun installing infrastructure to irrigate 
the land from those reservoirs.

So far, state-of-the-art irrigation infrastructure 
is 75 percent complete at the 200-acre reservoir, 
according to Fall Line Capital co-founder Clay 
Mitchell, while installation hasn’t yet begun in 
earnest at the smaller lake. Still, he expects both 
projects to be complete by this fall.

The ponds will catch rainfall and surface run-
off to irrigate the land, Mitchell said, without any 
need for pumping from underground or other 
surface water sources.

He expects, once all the equipment is in place, 
for the reservoirs to produce more than 800 mil-
lion gallons of irrigation water annually.

The project is not just a boon to the agrarian 
side of Noxubee’s economy, Mitchell said. Fall 
Line employed local craftsmen, contractors and 
other vendors to build the project.

“Noxubee County provided the perfect com-
bination of rainfall, typography, soil and people 
to make a project like this work,” Mitchell said. 

“The craftsmen there are really exceptional. And 
that makes it such an incredible place to work 
in.”

Fall Line has farm investments all over the 
U.S. that specialize in broad-acre crops, such 
as grasses, grains and oilseeds, according to its 
website.

Bridge projects ramping up
The coming months in Noxubee County will 

be a busy time for road and bridge upgrades, 
with millions of dollars in projects either sched-
uled or already underway.

The Mississippi Department of Transportation 
allocated almost $2.9 million of its emergency 
road and bridge repair program to Noxubee 
County. Of the total, $2.15 million has been des-
ignated to replace three bridges on Jack Spann 
Road, all of which have deteriorated to the point 
of being closed, County Engineer Steve Miller 
said. The remaining $725,650 is designated to 
replace a bridge on Butler Road, which now has 
a reduced weight limit because of its condition.

Contracts for both projects should be awarded 
by year’s end, Miller said.
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A $496,000 bridge through state aid is under 
construction on Harris Road, while another road 
project – a $323,000 state aid job to repair the 
base and level Prairie Point Road – is coming 
soon.

Macon upgrades airport, sewer 
systeM

The city of Macon has recently wrapped 

up work on a pair of projects totaling nearly 
$600,000.

Mayor Bob Boykin said the city in December 
completed a $120,000 resealing and main-
tenance project at its municipal airport. The 
project included asphalt sealing and striping of 
the airport’s runway, taxiway and aprons.

He said that project was 90 percent funded 
through federal sources, with another 5 percent 
coming from the state and 5 percent from the 
city.

Macon has also recently replaced more than 
5,000 linear feet of aging sewer pipe from the 
city’s lift station to its lagoon.

Boykin said the city doesn’t yet have a final 
closeout cost for the project, but it was projected 
as a $450,000 undertaking.

“It was a pretty big project,” Boykin said. “It 
was needed to replace the old force main, which 
was put in about 50 years ago. We were having 
maintenance problems on it — it was cracking 
underground and we’d have to go in and dig a 
hole and repair it.”

STORy By Zack plair and 
alex Holloway
PHOTOS By deanna robinson





Pu l l!
Prairie Wildlife introduces 

helice to MississiPPi

OutdOOrs
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A couple of jokes are told. A gun then fires 
in the distance.

Again, some friends share idle chatter 
and catch up on loved ones and friends from 
church. All then falls silent as a hunter takes aim, 
stands looking at the range and fires away.

It’s the first Saturday of February. Trees stand 
bare in the distance while a group of shooters 
warm up for a monthly shooting tournament in 
Clay County. 

The conversations grow more infrequent as 
the practice rounds wrap up and shooters get set 
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to compete. The competition in question is the monthly 
helice tournament at Prairie Wildlife, a world-class con-
servation and sporting estate in Clay County.

Helice is similar to skeet shooting. On steroids. 
Participants stand 27 meters from five launchers, which 

are arranged in a semi-circle around the shooting post. 
Twenty meters behind the launchers is a fence. The goal 
is to shoot targets before they drop over the fence. 

The launchers go off in random order and in random 
directions, so the shooter has no idea where the next bird 
will fly.  The targets have a cap affixed to a propeller and 
spin at 5,000 RPM, fluttering unpredictably. When hit 
by shotgun pellets, the two parts separate and points are 
earned. 

Helice gained popularity in Europe and is growing 
in the U.S. Prairie Wildlife’s helice range was opened 
last March and was Mississippi’s first. A second Prairie 
Wildlife range is planned and will be ready for a regional 
competition in April. 

“It’s the thrill of the hunt without killing any live 
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animals,” Prairie Wildlife shooting instructor 
Xavier Fairley said. “We had been looking at 
the logistics of adding helice for quite some time, 
before it became a reality. We knew once we got 
things going, it would be a success. Few helice 
ranges are this nice.”

the comradery and the quality of the fa-
cility are what bring out-of-state residents like 
birmingham’s David holcomb and hoover, 
Alabama’s Damion Kissinger back consistently.

“I probably participate in one or two shoots a 
month,” Kissinger said. “It’s something different. 
It’s the thrill of hunting in a different way. The 
unpredictability is what makes it so exciting. you 
never know which target is going to fire and in 
which direction.”

“We are friends but don’t misunderstand, 
this is a competition,” Cedar Bluff’s Ricky Blake 
quipped before stepping up to the shooting post. 

he shoulders his shotgun and one at a time 
waits for the target to fly. Each time he slowly 
follows the flight of the target before pulling the 
trigger. 

In this round, he goes five-for-five. Fist pumps 
and applause from the other competitors follow.

“We have some real skilled outdoorsmen out 
here,” said Al Cabaniss of tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
“All of us think we are pretty good.”





He a rt He a lt H
Faster heart monitoring 

with...a pillow
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In 2015, Dr. John King, a cardiologist 
at Baptist Memorial Hospital-Golden 
Triangle, heard about a device that 

could help him treat difficult-to-manage 
heart failure patients. His response, as he 
recalls, was one of excitement.

“I just kept thinking, finally, a way to 
treat my difficult patients,” he said. “But 
the health system said, ‘Well, maybe, let’s 
wait a little while and see.’ That was diffi-
cult to hear.”

The CardioMEMS device is tiny, small 
enough to fit inside a heart failure patient’s 
pulmonary artery, the artery that runs 
from the heart to the lungs. The device 
is designed to help doctors monitor signs 
of heart disease by collecting data from 
inside a patient’s body and transmitting it 
directly to King’s office via, of all things, a 
monitoring pillow that implant recipients 
lay on once a day. The pillow receives and 
reads a wireless signal from the Car-
dioMEMS implant, then sends the data to 
King’s office.

“It’s really a neat gadget,” King said. “It 
sounds a little crazy, transmitting data like 
that, but it’s really a great way to commu-
nicate that kind of information.”

Two years later King finally got his 
wish. BMH-GT gave King, and the 
CardioMEMS device, the go-ahead in 

2017. In August 2018, King performed 
the region’s first CardioMEMS implant on 
an 85-year-old heart failure patient from 
Lowndes County.

Before the implant, King could never 
find a “happy medium” for his patient. 

“He was sort of brutal to manage,” 
King said. “We’d think we’d got it right 
and then he’d go out and do well for a 
little while and he’d come back having 
problems again.”

But now, because of the daily monitor-
ing the implant provides, King has a more 
efficient way to see patterns in his patient’s 
health and, more importantly, see if anoth-
er heart failure is coming.

“Typically what we see in most heart 
failure patients is that their pulmonary ar-
tery pressures start to rise before they even 
experience problems,” he said. “Usually 
you have several days to a week, or even 
a couple weeks of lead time before they 
start getting significantly short of breath or 
wind up admitted to the hospital.”

Overall, that is the value the Car-
dioMEMS implant provides, King added.

“Instead of having patients come in 
all the time for our own monitoring, we 
can get data from them daily,” he said. 
“Because one reading isn’t enough. We’re 
looking at trends over a period of time 



58   PROGRESS

in order to determine if there is something we 
need to worry about, or just a blip of data we can 
ignore.”

At $30,000 for the implant, surgery and mon-
itoring pillow, King knows the device doesn’t 
come cheap. But since he only has one patient 
who uses the device thus far, he doesn’t charge 
a fee for monitoring the data that comes to his 
office twice a week from the monitoring pillow.

“Eventually, we’ll be paid (for patient data 
monitoring) by Medicare,” he said about the 
single CardioMEMS patient whose care he 
oversees. “But there’s sometimes a lag between 
something coming into the market and when it’s 
covered by insurance. But right now, since we 
just have one patient, I’m not going to let the 

cost of monitoring stand between giving a patient 
care.”

King has approached several other eligible 
patients about potentially receiving a device, but 
encounters roadblocks more often than not.

“But patient selection is tricky, and that’s one 
of the harder things about it,” he noted.

Patients must have been admitted to the 
hospital for heart failure a year prior to receiving 
the implant and they must have a chest circum-
ference of under 60 inches.

“Not everybody is small enough, chest-wise 
for it to work,” said King. “It has a limited 
signal range, so extremely large individuals can 
be difficult to get any kind of measurement off 
of. Unfortunately, some of our patients that 
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we would’ve really liked to give the implant to are some 
of our obese patients, who can’t have it because of the 
signal.”

those parameters are set by the clinical trials that 
legitimized the CardioMEMS device back in 2015, King 
said. he has an additional set of criteria that goes beyond 
a patient’s physical condition.

“you also have to have patients that are motivated,” he 
said. “you’re putting a permanent device in their artery. 
(they’ve) got to be willing to use it, willing to lie on the 
pillow, willing to communicate back to the office if there 
are problems and willing to receive communication with 
us.”

Part of advancing patient care is exploring innovative 
technology like CardioMEMS for patients who are diffi-
cult to treat, says bMh-Gt CEo Paul Cade. At the end 
of the day, it’s about making patients feel better.

“this procedure can help improve their quality of life 
and, we hope, reduce their chances of being readmitted to 
the hospital,” he added.

Even though insurers and health systems seem to be 
unsure about the CardioMEMS implant, King believes 
it’s part of the future of heart failure patient management.

“this thing is going to have proven worth,” he said. 
“this is a tool that patients can use and we can use to 
improve their care.”
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Food

Da lton F ielDs

Commodore Bob’s

anD re w Cupil

Restaurant Tyler

“I’ve been bartending at Restaurant Tyler 
for three years, and I actually went to 

The Guest Room as a customer, probably 
four and half or five years ago, and I had 
a Manhattan. I love the Manhattan in a 

martini glass with a cherry. I feel like when 
you have one of those drinks you feel 

classy, and I definitely feel classy.

The Grill

Je anna sanD ers

“Southern Punch – it’s kind of sweet. 
It’s got Captain Morgan in it, Southern 

Comfort, pineapple juice, cranberry juice. 
It’s one of my favorites. I tried it for the 
first time and have been in love with it 

since.““Rosemary Rhubarb Martini is one that 
is made by our owner, Brady Hindman. 
Personally, I like it because I like drinks 

that are sweet, but I don’t like drinks that 
are overly sweet. I feel like it has a good 

balance of sour and acidity.
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Christoph er fox

Soprano’s (West Point)

“A Hummingbird. It’s going to be Canadian 
whiskey, St. Germaine liquor, orange juice, 
and grenadine. It’s just real easy to drink. 
I used to like whiskey a long time ago, but 
I don’t really like it anymore. This drink is 
mixed so well, you can’t even taste the 

whiskey.

Nik i  Moore

Hucks

“I’m a big fan of the Moscow Mule, 
usually on Saturdays when I’m off by our 
pool at home, but they taste much better 

on the beach.

Cory shiers

Old Waverly

“I’ve always been a whiskey and coke 
type of person, but I tried an Old Fash-
ioned, and it felt better to me, mixing 

with water instead of all that sugar, like 
you would do with a coke. You get more 
taste of the whiskey. It’s a more lighter, 

natural taste.

AreA bArteNders shAre their fAvorite driNks
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Collier hardy is accustomed to adoring mobs. she encounters one every time she goes out to 
the goat pens, where her lamancha dairy goats clamor to greet her.

Collier is 16, a sophomore at heritage Academy in Columbus, and she’s been serious for 
the past three years about the enterprise she’s named Mount olympus Goats.

she was just 13 when she asked her parents — Mark and Charlotte hardy — for the critters. her 
dad came up with a response he thought might well end the matter before it got off the ground. He 
asked his daughter to first develop a business plan for how the animals could pay for themselves.
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“I told her we didn’t need any more 
freeloaders than we already had,” 
he laughs. But he was in for a bit of 
surprise.

“I made a business plan,” says 
Collier. “I would make soap and lotion 
and cheese and everything else I could 
make, to sell. And I also showed how 
much I could sell the goats for.”

Her parents were impressed. Soon, 
Collier was building a herd. What 
began with two goats has blossomed at 
times to 16 or more; currently she has 
eight goats. Six are expecting, as of this 
writing.

Each season of the year has its own 
rhythm. Spring means new babies — 
doelings and bucklings. The arrival of 
the kids intensifies the workload. In ad-
dition to the normal feeding, watering, 
haying, deworming, vaccinating and 
dehorning, twice-daily bottle feedings 
begin for the little ones at two weeks 
of age. The does (mature females) will 
require milking. The milk is used for 
Mount Olympus soaps, lotions and 
cheese. Collier made several thousand 
soaps and lotions for the past Christ-
mas season, selling them online and at 
holiday markets. Coconut oil, avocado 
oil and shea butter also go into her 
products that have tempting scents 
ranging from cinnamon to citrus. This 
spring will mark her debut at local 
farmers markets. She’s also opened a 
Facebook page for Mount Olympus 
Soapery. Cheeses are made by request.

Collier has gained a lot of grounding 
in the business side of things — expens-

Photo by Luisa Porter
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es and income, buying and selling, managing a budget, marketing, 
weighing decisions. She’s also absorbing all she can about maintaining 
herd health. She hopes to have a future in veterinary medicine. 

“And I’ve learned how to talk to adults,” she says. “I have to talk to 
so many on a regular basis. I’ve also learned how to make your prod-
uct so you’re proud of it — and if you’re not proud of it, don’t sell it.”

One aspect of the small business that a price can’t be put on is the 
human/animal bond. Each goat has a personality, and daily interac-
tion with them all counterbalances cleaning pens, scrubbing buckets 
and tromping through a muddy pasture.

being a young entrepreneur does require juggling school, work and 
social life.

“My friends have pretty much gotten used to it,” Collier smiles. 
“they just laugh and say, ‘Come on when you can.’” 

the family is supportive. Dad Mark built the barn and pens, and 
lends hands-on help during school months. Mom Charlotte hauls hay, 
feed and even goats, and assists with getting products out.

“It’s been satisfying just watching the process of her learning to 
work, learning the value of a dollar and learning life lessons of respon-
sibility,” Charlotte says.

Collier isn’t certain where all this will lead. For the present, it’s 
enough to enjoy the challenge of raising the goats and producing 
products. Popping out to the pens to play with the spring babies 
doesn’t hurt either.

Percy and Moon/Photo by Luisa Porter
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Mary Pollitz sits down with East Missis-
sippi Community College’s president, 
who took the helm in January.

Thank you for having time to meet 
with me today. I know you used to live in 
the Golden Triangle, what have you seen 
since you’ve been back?

It’s wonderful to see the progress. There’s not 
a better measuring stick to that progress than 
the Communiversity. This community has come 
together to build this facility that’s second to 
none. I’m just excited about that. Having been 
a student at Mississippi State in the ‘80s, it’s nice 
to see that progress. This was all pasture-land. 
When you drove from Starkville to Columbus, 
there was nothing, just country. Now, we have all 
these factories and high-tech manufacturers and 
I’m just excited. 

Is the Communiversity slated to open 
this fall?

That’s our goal is to get it open this fall. We 
don’t have the keys to it yet, the contractors are 
still working but that’s our goal. 

How do you think it’s going to change 
workforce development at EMCC? 

The Communiversity is going to raise the 
bar for work force development all across the 
Southeast, in my humble opinion. There’s no 
other community college that I know of that has 
a building of that stature. I walk in that build-
ing and I am like a kid at Disney World. This is 
what everybody in the technical field dreams of, 
and to bring students into that, it’s remarkable. 
There will be a lot of laboratory space and the 
students can do hands-on learning. Students can 
go in and use modern equipment, the kind of 
equipment that’s used in the surrounding area 

M EET SCoT T A lSobrook S
EMCC’s nEw prEsidEnt talks 

CoMMunivErsit y and striking a bal anCE 
bEt wEEn athlEtiCs and aCadEMiCs

Education

name: Scott Alsobrooks
Position: President of East Mississippi Com-
munity College
Years in Education: 22
Birthplace: Picayune, Mississippi
Hobbies: Traveling, watching sporting events 
and going to concerts
Spouse: Annabelle Alsobrooks, married for 
20 years
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and industrial park. What they see here is what 
they’re going to see when they go to work. 

You graduated as an engineer from 
MSU. How did you transition into educa-
tion? 

I’ve always been an opportunist and oppor-
tunity came along at Stennis Space Center. The 
University of Southern Mississippi has a strong 
presence there. There was a group that got a 
grant to do manufacturing extension work. The 
goal was to go in and help manufacturers find 
ways to succeed and that was workforce develop-
ment. That’s where I fell in love with education. 
I got a master’s degree and started teaching some 
classes. I went to work at Pearl River Communi-
ty College and here I am today. What a career 
path.

What was it that you learned at PRCC 

that you think you could bring to EMCC?
I learned how to listen and how to work 

closely with businesses. I worked extensively with 
business and industry and learned to customize 
training programs, take things that are already 
taught at the college and take chunks of that to 
deliver to business and industry.  

Other than the Communiversity, does 
EMCC have any other projects or devel-
opments coming up? 

We’re starting a couple new technology 
programs. We’re looking at automation and 
controls. A lot of people say robots are taking 
people’s job, and I don’t look at it that way. For 
every robot, you’ve got people that have to work 
on that robot. What’s happening is we are raising 
that bar. When you talk about automation and 
controls and robotics, you’ve got to think about 
people having better skills and earning more 
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money. Everybody benefits from it. That pro-
gram will start in the Fall. 

EMCC has a great athletic department, 
but how do you balance that success with 
strong academics?

That’s a struggle with every college that plays 
sports. It is what it is. We have a strong culture of 
success in sports. But I tell you what, they do well 
in the classroom. We ask them to compete, not 
just on the field, but academically. Sports gets a 
lot of attention and can be costly, but it brings 
a lot to the college. It brings engagement and it 
often keeps kids in college. All of these opportu-
nities for engagement are important and it helps 
them stay on as students. We’re going to succeed 
in the classroom as well.  

You told me before, you plan on being 
here a while. What’s your 10-year plan for 
East Mississippi? Where will you guys be?

That’s funny because it’s hard to predict. 
Technology changes so fast, and what we’ve got 
to recognize is we have to be flexible. What I 
see for East Mississippi, is we continue to grow, 
we continue to offer relevant programs and we 
continue to give people opportunities that are 
current in fields we may not even know about 

yet. We want to continue to prepare people. We 
can’t be complacent. We’ve got to find ways to 
do things better and we will. 

I know you’re busy, but when you do 
have free time, what are some things you 
like to do?

Since our son came along, he’s been our main 
thing. He loves to play sports. So we’ve been 
baseball, football and basketball parents, and 
we’ve been involved in his school activities. We 
do enjoy traveling and we try to take a couple 
trips a year. We’re outdoor adventurous people. 
I’m now a member of Lion Hills and once upon 
a time I played golf, so I will probably at some 
point dust off the old golf clubs and get out to 
Lion Hills and get out there and swing the golf 
club a bit. 

Thanks so much for taking time again. 
You’re welcome. Anytime you got a question, 

we’ll talk. Have a good day. 

InTErvIEW BY MarY pollITz
OpEnIng pHOTO BY STEvEn pErkInS
ALL OTHEr pHOTOS COurTESY 
OF MIChaEl STEWarT







Our readers

PROFILES

In every issue of Progress we interview a handful of 
readers and people in the community and try to get 
at what makes each tick.

Each person profiled here joined our reporter and 
photographer in the offices of The Commercial Dis-
patch one February afternoon.

While we typically give each subject the same ques-
tions, we had to make a modification with this issue 
for 14-year-old aaliyah. rather than asking her what 
profession she wanted as a child, we asked her what she 
wants to be when she grows up.

Perhaps a future issue of Progress will see how that 
turned out for her.

InTErvIEWs by MARY POLLITZ
PhoTos by LEDRICO ISSAC
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Is what you’re doing right now what you wanted to do 
when you grew up? 
One hundred percent. What I liked to do when I was a 
little girl was read, up until I was a teenager. I would have 
read all the time if my mother didn’t stop me to get me 
to do chores. I had an uncle who was a professor at Ole 
Miss. I asked what he talked about in his classes and he 
said he talked about what he reads. I thought, “That’s 
it, that’s what I want to do.” I didn’t know that I would 
become so fascinated in women’s studies and Mississippi 
history though. I can’t imagine doing anything else in my 
life. 

If you could give your younger self advice, what would 
it be? 
Don’t worry so much. I worried all the time, I was very 
anxious. I worried about everything from what people 
thought about me to if I was going to get killed by a 
tornado. I wasted a lot of time worrying about things that 
were never going to happen. As I’ve gotten older, not that 
I still don’t worry, I don’t sit around and worry about every 
little thing. 

What’s the one thing people always misunderstand 
about you? 
One thing that comes up repeatedly is, with a first impres-
sion, is the assumption that I am a conservative. I fit the 
pattern. I’m old, I’m white and I’m a Mississippian. I am 
always shocked when people assume that about me. I’m 
not sure that people who know me very well have many 
misconceptions of me though.  

What’s your greatest extravagance? 
Fine meals. I’ve always been, since I was little, basically 
a glutton. When I went on a trip, I would come home and 
write about what I would eat. It’s probably embarrassing 
to describe this as a goal, but I like the fact that now I can 
eat anything I want even if it’s expensive. When I travel, I 
like to eat at different types of restaurants, and it’s a close 
second to going to museums and archives. Combining 
literature, history and food is ideal for me. 

If you could master one skill, what would it be? 
To speak a different language. I’m embarrassed now that 
I know the languages that everyone speaks outside of 
America. I haven’t made myself learn another language. 
I’m still capable of doing it, but I think that I think it’s too 
hard at this age. Which is true, but that doesn’t make it 
impossible. I teach language, and I teach literature in 
translation but I can’t read the original text.

Br i dget Pi eschel
English and WomEn studiEs profEssor at muW, Columbus
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Is what you’re doing right now what you wanted to do 
when you grew up? 
No. I went from wanting to be an architect, to a NASA 
engineer to a mechanical engineer. When I got to college, 
the whole college life was new to me. I enjoyed the col-
lege life more than I did the studying. That kind of derailed 
my plans a little bit. I never thought of being an insurance 
agent, but now that I’m doing it, I would never consider 
doing anything else. 
 
If you could give your younger self advice, what would 
it be? 
One thing I would have done, definitely, don’t take things 
too seriously. I think being in high school, we kind of get 
wrapped up in our world. We don’t realize a lot of people 
we give power to, we probably won’t see in five years. 
My parents. It wasn’t until I had kids of my own, I realized 
the sacrifices they made for me. Both of my parents are 
now deceased and I definitely miss them. I would tell my 
younger self, that they turned out to be better friends than 
some of the best friends I had. I would take more time to 
love on them. 

What’s the one thing people always misunderstand 
about you? 
My name.  I finally asked my parents one day where I got 
my name from. His father had a friend that told him about 
a job, that pretty much changed not only his life but his 
family’s life. He named his second son after his friend. 
This different name that I have was passed down because 
of the kindness of this one person. It’s a legacy. I try to 
remember that every time someone messes up my name. 

What’s your greatest extravagance? 
I really don’t have any. The things I spend most of my time 
doing, it’s definitely work. Outside of work, it’s the family. 
I’m also an associate minister. If I’m not with the family, 
I’m usually studying for a sermon. My wife says I need a 
hobby, but it’s sad to say that I just don’t have the time. 
When I was younger I used to read comic books. I love 
Marvel movies and stuff. 

If you could master one skill, what would it be? 
It would be to learn a different language. That’s proba-
bly what I would do. I would say Spanish just because 
that’s probably who I would run into first. There are other 
languages that are becoming more prevalent, so I would 
just love to learn a different one. I tried before, but the 
software I used was okay. I learned a few words but I 
none of it really stuck.

L ay for n Prof ice J r.
All StAte InSurAnce Agent, columbuS
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Is what you’re doing right now what you wanted to do 
when you grew up? 
If I wasn’t going to be Whitney Houston’s protégé.  I al-
ways wanted to teach. My parents found a chalkboard at 
a garage sale and they put it in the playroom. I taught all 
my stuffed animals. So yeah, since I was young I always 
wanted to teach. 

If you could give your younger self advice what would it 
be?
Work hard, but also take more time to play hard. Take 
advantage of opportunities that you may be too tired to 
take advantage of them. Advice I did take was to travel 
as much as you can. Travel before you have as many 
responsibilities.

What is the one thing you think people always misunder-
stand about you? 
People often think that I’m shy. I’m not as much shy as 
sometimes I like to sit back and take everything in. I want 
to hear what other people say, because those are things 
I tend to reflect on later. I don’t always advertise what’s 
going on with me or my life. Sometimes it’s good to give 
words of encouragement to those in your lives who don’t 
seem to need it. It might come at a time when they do 
need it. Just as an act of kindness. 

What is your greatest extravagances? 
Ballroom dancing. It’s kind of a weird answer. I really 
don’t have as much of an opportunity to go out and do it, I 
guess. I love the grace about it. It’s all about communica-
tion without words. It’s also about etiquettes. You have a 
leader and a follower but the leader can’t lead unless the 
follower accepts the idea of what the leader wants to do. 
There’s a lot of give and take with that. It’s a great teach-
ing lesson and life lesson. It’s a wonderful way to meet 
new people and learn how to react to different situations.  

What is one skill you wish you could master? 
I know a lot of basics to ballroom dancing and I even 
teach basics to juniors and seniors in high school at 
Governor’s School. But, I would definitely love to do more 
with that. I would love to be able to do that more. I started 
taking private lessons when I was teaching in Columbus. 
There were some instructors form Tuscaloosa who drove 
in every week. The ballroom place in Columbus closed 
down later so that opportunity was dried up. I have on 
occasion driven to Tuscaloosa from those instructors. I’ve 
always loved dance, but it’s never really been as much of 
an option.

A bigA i l vol l er
English instructor at Msu, coluMbus
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Is what you’re doing right now what you wanted to do 
when you grew up? 
No. I switched it around a lot. I wanted to be a nurse 
at some point. Then I watched a lot of court shows so I 
wanted to be a lawyer. Being introduced to a lot of differ-
ent things, I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do anymore. I 
definitely didn’t want to just jump into something. I held 
out, held out, held out. One day I asked my friend, Rahul 
Gopal the CEO of CampusKnot, if he needed any help. 
Ironically, I jumped two feet in. It’s kind of funny that all 
worked out. That’s kind of how I got here and I haven’t left 
the Golden Triangle. 

If you could give your younger self advice, what would 
it be? 
This is going to take a while. That’s the advice I would 
give. It’s going to take a while. Whatever you think you 
want now can change in a matter of seconds. Be pre-
pared for the rollercoaster because we are all kind of on 
one in our own respects. 

What’s the one thing people always misunderstand 
about you? 
I try not to spend too much time thinking about what 
people think about me in the first place. So, they misun-
derstand something, they haven’t spent enough time with 
me. I’ve worried myself for hours, sometimes days, what 
people thought about me. That’s out of your control. It’s a 
learned trait to not worry about what people think about 
you. 

What’s your greatest extravagance? 
Recently, I have started spending money on vinyl and 
physical media. It’s kind of refreshing given our digital 
dependencies. Don’t get me wrong, I still listen to Spotify. 
But it’s kind of nice to hold something. It’s introduced me 
to other genres of music as well. Like, who would know I 
would be a Willie Nelson fan? That’s been my latest one. I 
don’t think as hard when it comes to swiping the card on 
that as opposed to other things. 

If you could master one skill, what would it be? 
That’s a unique question for me at least. I am fascinated 
at multiple skills. I was once called a jack of all trades but 
a master of none. I like having my hands in a lot of differ-
ent things. I think music is something I would thoroughly 
enjoy. That takes time though. I think music is unique and 
special whenever a lot of people are doing it unison. I 
like to think I’m a singer. But instruments that would be 
something I’d like to learn. 

Cl i n t Va nCou rt
EntrEprEnEur for CampusKnot InC.,  starKvIllE
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What all have you wanted to be when you grow up? 
I always wanted to become a CRNA, which is a certified 
registered nurse anesthetist. They assist the anesthesiol-
ogist. Once I finish high school, my next step is to get my 
bachelor’s degree, then my master’s I think, and then go 
to nursing school. 

If you could give your younger self advice, what would 
it be? 
It would be to stay focused on what you want to do and 
don’t get sidetracked. I used to not know what I wanted 
to do, but then I found something that I liked and stuck to 
it. 

What’s the one thing people always misunderstand 
about you?
Everybody thinks that I am mean and stuck up. But I’m ac-
tually not. I’m a nice person. My face is straight a lot, but 
once you start talking to me I’ll never stop smiling. 

What’s your greatest extravagance? 
Vacationing. I travel quite frequently. I like traveling to 
South Carolina because I have family there. I like going 
to beaches. I mainly like going to different places that are 
not like Mississippi. 

If you could master one skill, what would it be? 
I would say drawing. Like if I could be a really good artist, 
that would be great. I am not the drawing type. I want to 
learn how to cook too. I can cook some things, but I can’t 
really cook myself dinner.

A A l i yA h you ng
14-year-old student at gtechs, columbus
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