
Have you ever returned to your home to find it has been robbed by a werewolf?  
Are you a middle-aged liberal who likes to reminisce about the “good old days?”

Stranger things could happen, and they do when Schadenfreude performs these 
skits and several others at the Metropolis Performing Arts Centre in Arlington 
Heights.

The nationally acclaimed comedy troupe returns Saturday to use Metropolis as its 
309-seat recording studio.  Portions of the live taping will be included on future 
episodes of the troupe’s weekly radio show.

Schadenfreude was approached by Chicago Public Radio to develop a comedy 
show based on its successful stage show, said Schadenfreude writer/performer 
Sandy Marshall.

The radio show was launched in July 2003 and can now be heard on Chicago 
Public Radio, WBEZ 91.5-FM, on Saturdays at 2 p.m. following ‘This American Life’ 
with Ira Glass.

Schadenfreude (SCHAD-n-froy-duh), a German noun meaning pleasure derived 
from the misfortunes of others, is written, directed and performed by Mark Hanner, 
Kate James, Justin Kaufmann, Sandy Marshall, Stephen Schmidt and Adam Witt.

The ensemble formed in 1997 and has performed at the Chicago Improv Festival, 
Scotland’s Edinburgh Fringe Festival and several venues in New York and Los 
Angeles.

Saturday’s show will be packed with smart social and political satire.  It will run 
about an hour, and portions will later be edited down to fit the radio’s half-hour 
format.

“What will be exciting for people who come is they will see lights, sounds and 
energy that won’t be on the radio; it’s just for the stage audience,” Marshall said.

According to the performer, material for the show comes from everyday 
experiences.

“We carry around notebooks and just jot ideas down.  It could be about something 
on the bus, or at the store.  We work on the sketches as an ensemble.  We’ve been 
together so long we think as a group.”

One of Marshall’s favorite vignettes took place the last time Schadenfreude 
performed at Metropolis in 2003.  The company did a little twist on the beginning 
announcement alerting audience members to turn off cell phones, pagers and 
unwrap any hard candy.  Before the show, the cast taped hard candy to the bottom 
of all the seats.

“We told people if you don’t have hard candy, look under your seats for some.  It 
was crazy hearing the crinkling of the plastic for several minutes.  It was great, and 
worth the half-hour it took to tape the candies.”

Marshall said Schadenfreude has a few more surprises for Saturday’s show.
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This past summer, the local, seven-member sketch comedy troupe, Schadenfreude, 
which takes its name from the German noun that roughly means “laughing at 
someone else’s sad, pathetic circumstance,” scored a radio deal with WBEZ-FM 91.5, 
where their half-hour comedy show, often focusing on the eccentricities of Chicago 
politics, airs weekly on Sunday nights.

But this weekend the troupe returns to its stage roots with two performances at the 
Athenaeum, where it has played to sold-out crowds at the annual Chicago Improv 
Fest for a number of years.

The show itself will include a series of sketches involving the troupe’s recurring 
characters. One of those is Alderman Ed Bus, a fictitious elected official styled in 
the vein of the various men described in Mike Royko’s “Boss.” Bus presides over the 
equally fictitious 53rd Ward with a Polish Sausage accent and die-hard allegiance 
to all things Daley. Or so goes this fantasy created by the members of the comedy 
group.

Justin Kaufmann, who plays Ed Bus, and Sandy Marshall, who plays Bus’s very young, 
very wonky, Stephanopoulos-like campaign manager Jason Challenger, sat down 
recently to field some questions--in character:

So, what do you think about the brand new look of Soldier Field?

JC: One of the things that I like best about the renovation of Soldier Field is that 
it has changed shape. And we have changed shape in the 53rd Ward and we will 
continue to change shape as we expand with jobs and--

EB: (interrupting) Listen, the problem is that the old Soldiers Field had two johns 
there was one on the left side, one on the right side. More johns mean a better time 
for everybody.

JC: Yes, that is a huge part of it, that’s absolutely right. Um, and Alderman Ed Bus 
would argue that he was forced to use the sink a number of times.

What exactly are the boundaries of your ward?

EB: Well, at one point or another, when I first took over, the 53rd Ward used to be 
the entire northwest region of the state of Illinois. I mean, it went all the way up to 
Galena. But it’s been redistricted and redistricted and now it’s, uh . . . you know that 
piece of cement where Fullerton, Elston and Damen come together? You know, over 
there by Vienna Beef there, and there’s that little triangle of land? That’s the 53rd 
Ward.

That’s the entire 53rd Ward?

EB: No, we also got the upper deck at Comiskey--just the upper deck part, that’s the 
53rd.

On game days or at all times?

EB: No, all times, all times. We’re very proud of that. And the western part of Dixon, 
that’s the 53rd.



OK, let’s get back to the news. Apparently there’s a problem with too many rabbits 
in Grant Park.

EB: I’ll tell you, rabbits are destroying this country. They’re immoral.

We’re talking about fluffy rabbits in a public park.

EB: Let’s put it this way: Do you want rabbits overrunning Chicago? Do you want 
Lake Shore Drive full of hoppity-hop and dinging up your car grille? Jumping out 
there and maybe trying to take your baby out of your car?

JC: The answer is no.

EB: What did Mayor Daley say about it?

JC: When he comments, let us know and we’ll provide a response.

EB: When Mayor Daley comments, we will definitely support that comment.

I understand you have a group of kids called the Ed Bus Tumblers, who will be 
performing at the Schadenfreude show this weekend with you. What’s this all 
about?

EB: The Ed Bus Tumblers, they’re not fancy. We get together in an old gym that’s 
burnt out, the lights are burnt out, and we do jumping jacks, and we do them 
until we can’t do them anymore. And then we run around outside. And then we 
take the ball out and hit a couple of grounders and see if we can execute a few 
double plays. You know? We’re not gonna do some frou-frou little tumbling using 
a pommel horse and wasting the taxpayers money.

I’m confused. Does this have anything to do with the Jesse White Tumblers?

EB: The Ed Bus Tumblers, they do push-ups, they put the boxing gloves on, all that 
kind of things that you’re supposed to do if you’re a kid from Chicago. Those Jesse 
White Tumblers need trampolines to do their jumps--we jump from the street, up 
from the cement.  But I like Jesse White, ya know. All of us guys, we know our place. 
. . . It’s about serving my community’s interest--and then doing what the Mayor 
tells me to do. If he calls me and says, “Ed, I need more votes,” I go do more votes.

 ----------

Schadenfreude
When: Friday, Saturday
Where: Athenaeum Theater, 2936 N. Southport Ave.
Price: $20; 773-935-6860
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Chicago-fringe royalty (and weekly WBEZ presence) Schadenfreude returns with a 
drum-tight sketch comedy revue.   No one this side of The Daily Show does topical 
satire better than these guys.   As writers, they masterfully tease out the latent 
hilarities of our modern cultural swirl.   As actors, they bring reality and professional 
polish to even the flimsiest scenarios--and their collective rhythm is close to 
perfect.  

This show’s highlights include a Rogers Park protest-music send-up starring a singer 
somewhat mismatched with the scene, a mutually disappointed couple whose 
feud devolves into utter lunacy, a sharply observed study in the aggrieved poetics 
of aldermanic oratory, and a high-energy pantomime that reduces the mess in the 
feudal executive branch to a brutally simple rebus
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For a better part of the past  year, the sketch comedy troupe  Scahdenfreude has 
been writing, producing and performing its very funny, very original weekly comedy 
show on WBEZ Radio (Sundays, 8.30 pm) - a time commitment that has resulted in 
considerable fewer stage gigs.  This month, the group returns to its high-energy live 
performance roots for a 6-week run with all new material that is at once bitingly 
sardonic, deadpan in its absurdity and, yes, even a little sweet at times.

Bring it.

Presented May 14 through June 25 at the Lakeshore Theater.
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TRANSCRIPT:
CAMPAIGN ANNOUNCEMENT
SCHADENFREUDE HEADQUARTERS, WASHINGTON, D.C.

11.4.04, 2 PM EST

(Applause)

Thank you. Thank you. Thanks, Bob. Kelly, up there in the rafters. Thank you for that. 
All right. Thank you.

(Applause surges)

Again, thank you. Again, Kelly. Yes. We did it. That’s great.

(Applause settles)

Thank you. Thank you to our listeners, thank you to our supporters, and thank you 
to the American people who’ve worked so hard in this campaign. We’ve spent the 
last year and a half writing and performing a sketch comedy radio show to pinpoint, 
disfigure, juxtapose and warp the many flaws of the Bush administration, and it’s 
culminated in this great victory—another four years of the same jokes, jabs and 
political comedy.

We’ve continually strived to be the least reputable, most partisan source of comedy 
in Chicago—and we feel honored and grateful to have had the opportunity to 
work alongside you, the American people, to discover and evaluate the flaws, holes, 
distortions, claims and inner mechanisms of what may soon be known as the worst 
administration in this history of our great nation.

For that opportunity, we thank you.

We’re also thankful for the occasion to continue in this effort with integrity and 
valor for another four years.

With the reelection of President George W. Bush, we’re now able to refinance our 
collective mortgage on cynicism and irony ... to celebrate the caricatures within the 
cabinet, administration, Supreme Court and Republican House ... and to hail and 
rejoice in another four years of taking easy stabs at idiotic and obvious targets.

As Senator John Kerry said in Wednesday’s concession speech, Americans now 
“must join in common effort, without remorse or recrimination, without anger or 
rancor.”

We hereby pledge to join this union.

We pledge to tell you that though President Bush will now serve another term, his 
inability to explain the never-ending War on Terror will remain steadfast.

We pledge to tell you that President Bush’s failed administration, flawed 
management, and complete and utter fallout as a leader has given unprecedented 
power and influence to Karl Rove, a political strategist whose career should have 
peaked as a regional manager for Kinko’s.
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We pledge to tell you that the new triumvirate of Misters Bush, Cheney and Rumsfeld 
is no different than the Axis of Evil they so often decry.

We pledge to be grateful for another four years of the Bush administration, because 
we haven’t had enough time to write sketches about tax cuts, Ms. Condi Rice, or Mr. 
Andy Card.

Who is Andy Card? You can count on us to find the answer, and to convey that 
information in an insulting, unfair and skewed manner.

And although we found John Edwards to be an exciting source of new material, that 
opportunity must now placed in the hands of some local North Carolina comedy 
troupe to lampoon and ridicule their former Senator’s faux smile and ridiculous 
Hitleresque thumbs-up, arm raised poses.

Finally, friends, as the government of the most powerful nation in the world prepares 
to replicate the past four years, we pledge to repeat our slanderous view of that very 
institution.

All because we believe in a brighter tomorrow ... in growing opportunity ... and in 
you. That’s our pledge ... to you.

Thank you. You can clap now.

(Applause rises)
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Chicago has always provided a nurturing environment for comedy, but only 
a handful of artists have been able to take full advantage of that community.  
Schadenfreude is as bold, adventurous, innovative, and yes, entertaining, as any of 
the famous and influential groups to have called Chicago home.  It enriches the city 
by its presence. 

--Rick Kogan, Senior Writer, Chicago Tribune Magazine

I first saw Schadenfreude about five years ago, and they immediately became my 
favorite local comedy company.  They’re hip, they’re smart, they’re mean, and they’re 
very, very funny.  We’ve hosted them several times here at the Goodman, and they’ve 
been wildly successful.  I’m anxious to bring them back here again, soon.  Consider 
me a groupie.

--Steve Scott, Associate Producer, The Goodman Theatre

Not only is Schadenfreude one of the smartest and funniest things on Chicago radio, 
it’s also one of the best produced programs on the dial.  It consistently pushes the 
bounds of our medium.  In fact, I can’t think of another radio show anywhere that 
uses sound more extensively and more successfully than Schadenfreude.

--Steve Edwards, host, Chicago Public Radio’s Eight Forty-Eight

Brilliant.  Original.  Consistently funny.  Way too many vowels.  These are just some of 
the ways I would describe Schadenfreude.   When even a radio show’s closing credits 
make you crack up, you know you are listening to something rare and special.

--Amy Krause Rosenthal, author of Encyclopedia of an Ordinary Life

I’m mad at Schadenfreude, because one day a week is simply not enough for me.  
If they’re only going to provide me with one lousy half hour of hilarity a week to 
rescue me from the drudgery of my life, I insist that the writing be less crisp, the 
characters less memorable and the scenes less quoteworthy.  (Thank goodness for 
their audio archives.)

 --Claire Zulkey, Chicago author, Zulkey.com
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