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 Friends of the High Line Names Claude Johnson Chief Advancement Officer 
  NEW YORK (February 28, 2017)—Friends of the High Line, the nonprofit organization that raises 98% of the High Line’s annual operating budget and maintains, operates, and programs the park, announced on Tuesday that Claude Johnson has been named to the newly created position of Chief Advancement Officer.    As Chief Advancement Officer, Johnson will lead all of the organization’s fundraising, marketing and communications, government relations, and community engagement, which for the first time will be overseen by one person. Working as part of the leadership team along with Friends of High Line Co-Founder and Executive Director Robert Hammond, Johnson will create and implement a strategic, integrated, and comprehensive plan that advances the High Line’s mission. Johnson will also, along with Hammond, serve as the primary external fundraiser for the organization.   Johnson comes to Friends of the High Line from WNET, the parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW and operator of NJTV, where he has served as Vice President, Development & Communications since July 2015.   “As Friends of the High Line continues to operate and program an extraordinary public space visited by more than 7.7 million people every year, we’re thinking about how we can build on those successes to also promote equity and responsible reuse development in New York City and beyond,” Hammond said. “By creating the position of Chief Advancement Officer—and by asking Claude to join us—we’re aligning our fundraising, marketing, and communications efforts to help us build a cohesive, long-term strategy to tackle these important issues. I’m thrilled Claude is joining us at such a pivotal, exciting time for the High Line.”    “The chance to be part of such a significant New York City organization and to have a voice in shaping its future vision and strategic direction are extraordinary opportunities that I'm both excited and privileged to pursue,” Johnson said. “I am very eager to start working with Robert, other senior leaders, and the board to advance the High Line’s mission and impact.”  Prior to his role at WNET, Johnson served as the Associate Vice President of Alumni and Affairs and Development for Cornell University, based in New York City, where he was responsible for 



the University’s Northeast Corridor Initiative. Before joining Cornell, Johnson created and managed Northwestern University’s first regional major gifts fundraising and engagement initiative based in New York.   Additionally, Johnson has held positions at Terry & Associates, a management consulting firm serving non-profit arts and culture organizations; Crown Publishers; and the UCLA College of Fine Arts.   Johnson holds an MBA in arts management and accounting from the UCLA Anderson School of Management and a BA in international politics from the University of Pennsylvania.   * * *   About Friends of the High Line Friends of the High Line raises 98% of the High Line’s annual budget. Owned by the City of New York, the High Line is a public park maintained, operated, and programmed by Friends of the High Line, in partnership with the New York City Department of Parks & Recreation. 


